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ZINN
The German Element in the Shenandoah Valley Wayland

Fro loy! :
~ Page 12 The Dunkers, or Dunkards, as they were called, German

Seventh Day Baptists from the Ephrata Society, of Lancaster County,
Penna...... in the year 1740 there were thirty six single brethen in

the cloister; and thirty five sisters, and at one timo the society, in-
cluding members living In the neighborhood, numbered nearly three hundred.
THE ECKERLINGS, three brothers, who had been brought up as Catholics in
Germany, contemplated making the place of more imporiance than a mere en
larged religious refuge, and planned to bdild extensivo wocdon buildings
to house various trades and professions, This did not suit the Dunkards,
nor did they approve of the Eckerlings buying chimo bolls cast for the
tower unknown to the society until they arrived at Philadelphia, The .
socioty resolved NOT to receive the bells and had thom sold, This exposed
the conspiracy on the part of the ECKERLINGS to possase the property and
led to their expulsion. They with some of the BRTHREN came to VIRGINIA
and estabished themselvea on NEW RIVER and on tho MCNCNGAHELA, The namos
of some of those connected with the soclety 1nc1udad‘gggggIIdZJug_who foll
ed the Eckerlings to Virginia, The settlement of Mah m, and Dunkard's
Bottom, was visited and described by Dr. Thomas Walker in the Spring of
1730, He was impressed with the manner of living, and the thrift shown in
the indistry of these psople, Theso people came to Virginia betweeen 174
17%0 soeking their welfare at a place uninhabited and unmolested, The
colony was later broken up by the Indians, and lost its identity, and tha
Yoopla were assimilated into the gemeral frontier population, In February
754, Garrett Zinn wgo purchased Dunkard®s Bottom from Samuel Eckerling
moved to CAROLINA to keap from being mirdered by the Indians,

psge 12le Henry Zinn was killed on New River,

Page 77- { From the Records of Augusta & Frederick Countics )
_ January 4th, 173%4e= GARRET Zinn solls to Emanuel Eckerlin

one hundred twenty acres on West side of Woods River,

Page 126« Kegley continuede=e John Miller from GARRET ZONN threo hundred

) acros of land, part of nine hundred acros at Dunkard®s Bottom,
and Samuol Eckelin from Garret Zinn, ono hundrod twenty five
:crz;£4part of nine hundred acres at Dunikards Bottom, Both deod:c
n 3 b

From Annals of South Wost Virginia 1769-1800

page 340--=Daed Book l-page 188, October 4th, 1770--ctiilliam Davis pf

Philadelphia to WILLIAM CHRISTIAN, one hundred twonty five acros on tho

waters of New River, paxt of a hundrod acreo track granted to GARRET ZINN.

Page 343e<August 13th, 1771 DAVID ROBINSON toeeccsccsceecs for Valontine
Zinn and Chronmous Zinn_of the MOVINCE OF AROLINA, 400 acres on
the west side of New River callec 8 BOttosm,

From Annal's Augusta Co, Va, page 103e=e=Samuel Eckorlin V8 Valontine Zinn
heir at law of GARRET ZINN= chancery. From Augusta Ce. Va. Court Rocordo,
order book X1ll, Nov. 2lst, 1768,

p 1ll3=eaGarret Zinn to Manuel Eckerlin, 12% acres, part of 900 Acros of

Dunkard's Bottom granted to Garfet Zinn 20th. Juno 1753, This land on Wood

River and adjoining Jgngaugilg;.
p 18=21762 For loo pounds, John Smith to Alex Sayors, ono half of a ¢rack
held jeintly by John and Richaxd Pearis containing 380 A., part of nine

h _ 3
urff:;dlacnn E:;'f;;g,t° Garret Zinn 1733, and convqud to us by John
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~ where Garret Zinn ever cam® to Carolina, Garret Zinn was dead bI
1760 for at that time Bckerlin is suing Valentine Zinn, helr-at-law

of Garret Zinn. We know that Valentine Zinn was in South Carolina

by 1762 for he was granted lnd at that time, Tho Gardners and Bvanses

came along with them to South Carolina and settlod In the same vicinit-
It is my belief although I have never been able to prove that HEMRY ZIl
wed Ann G , and she close kin to the Evang Family. -

8- Miss Guckes you moniion the Crange County,Virginia Johnsons and th
Valentine connection=-, That was of interest te =a since the COURSEYS,

Griffins, Broazeales, Rhodeses, and Woffoxrds worc thore bofore coming *

. Seuth Carolina, and 88 you know Mary Evane Johnson, dsughter of Honry

thn:on and Mary Barton Rhodes wed John Bruton Coursey and were my Qroo

randparents, ' i

g- Note that James Johnsen Jr. left Augusta, Ga, afteor tho doath of

“his father, Charles Johnston in 1813, and in 1848 was living in Bucks
County, Penna when he sent power of attorney back to Augusta,Ga, to
B-njanin Hall ¢to sell his portio n of the estato of his sitex (sistexr
Mary Ann Johnsen, He wed Marry Nally in Augusta bffore he returnod to
Penna, 1 wonder if he left descendants in Penna.......

10fe=Probably Valentine Zinn wed in Virginia boforo coming to South

Carolina for it looks as though Garret Zinn wac in Virginla by 1745,

Wondexr if Garret was one of the single brethern in the Dunkard Group
listed by Kigley in his data, Wo know that Honrxy Zinn, son of Valentin

was born in 1752 by his tembstone reomxd, so Valcontino was born b

1730, and that lets Garret cut as a poliibility for a single man

1737 when he came to Penna,. He probably wed in Germany before coming
E:Rgzgﬂ:. BUT VALENTINE LIKELY WED IN INIA BEFCRE COMING TO SQUTH



Page 2 Zinn

pggu 210~ 10th., October 1767e==e Vol, 111, Samuel Eckolin, eldaest brothor
and heir at law of Emanuel Eckerlin, deceasod of Philadoiphia, Ponna to
william Davis of Philadelphia City, for sixty pounds, 125 Acres on New Riv
and this part of a2 nino hundred acre track granted to Garret Zinn in 1753,
and conveyed by him to Emanuel Eckelin 15th. Jan. 1734, Test: William
christain , John King, William Davis, .and Alex McClonachan. .

—>>Vol, - 2=eeAugusta Co. Annalg=~l7th. Nov, 1778ec=s=Jchn_Pago, . guardian of
. erphan ef Thomas Gazdner,. . - TG o W L

ol, 2-eopage 236-ePatont 1773 to WILLIAM EVANS, thzoo hundpod -oixty acroo

Branck of Elk Island Creek near JCHN CHRISTIAN'S LINE,.. G i -

1766< Rohirt'aroun!s_bcud. with John Finley and Samuol Love, as guardian
— for Francis and Samuol Gardnor, orphans of Thomas Gardnor docoapod.,

p=203-<30th. )et. 1781esceFrancis Gardner Sr's Willee<To wife, Esther,
—%>;:glto*grandsonﬁ, FRANCIS AND SAMUEL GARDNER, , Excrsi william and Jamoo
Thomas Gardner's Willeeeepaga 390-=—=23rd, May 17982=cT0 beloved wifo,ANN
Gardner, and to my boloved ### daughter Mary Gardner oll estate., My
broters son, Thomas Gardner Jr. and wife Ann Gardnor Oxoc. Tast: Fhillip
Eastin, Catherine Gardner and proved 19th, Aug. 1760. : SR \
page 429~e=19th, Nov. 1760=eeecThomas Gardner's apprnisoﬁdnt'by,Samuél
Archer, MDHEH FCSTER, and John Finlay. . s .

- Fip ew

-

page 18leceswiliiam McClenachan's bond as guardian to_SUSANNAH EVANS ,
orphan of DANIEL EVANS deceased,

l- It is interesting %e seo Gardners, Evanses, Fostors, Zinns, Christians,

Clarkes and Thompsons all in"a greup in Augusta County,Virginia rocords,

and to find them later in Richmond County,Georgia, :

ne I found no ARDIS records in Augusta County, Va, and wondor if thoy will
be found in Dunkard Settlement in Penna, Or did Valontino Zinn not knco

' thias Ardis until he arrived in P## South Carolina?
ee The name Christian is interesting in that 2 numbor of the Ponna Zinnc

ik used the name Christian as a first name in variecus Zinn Famllics, I

wonder if Garrot Zinn wed a Christian in Germany ond was tho fathoz of
§r JACOB ZINN, FREDERICK ZINN, VALENTINE ZINN, CHRONMOUS ZINN,AND GECRGE
ZINN...... Old Jacob Zinn of Penna seems to bo noax rolative of Valonti;
and Chronmous Zinn. Note Henry 2inn was killed ot N River, ard ho al:
probably a brother to Valentine Zinn and son of Garrot Zinn, Henzy Zin
[i;z'gazch Island and Augusta, Ga, probably named foz Honry Zinn killed at
ver,
4« I wonder 4f the Zinns were originally Catholico liko the Bekorling, of
whether they weze Dunkards?? .
5/. Were the Bckerlins related to the Zinns, or ceuld Garrot Zinn have wod
a sister of Samusl and Emanuel Bckexrlin....... ~ '

/ 6===The Johnstons were in Augusta County, Va, also but I did not havo tizo
whon in Savannah to oxamine the records on thom, Likely a study ef
them may shed some light on the situation,

7- Looks like Gerhardt or Gerhart Zinn who came to Ponna in 1737 with
application for land in Philadelphia in 1738 wust havo boen somo man

as Garret Zinn who died befare 1760 in Carelina. No zocoxrd ean bo foun'




