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The Island Packet, Monday, April 23, 2001

Man sought Lowcountry fortune

BY DAVE HENDRICKS
Packet staff writer

More than twe centuries before Sea Pines
was a glimmer in founder Charles Fraser's
pocketbook, an intrepid young lawyer-mer-
chant from Dublin was the first in what's
become a long line of profiteers seeking to
find a fortune from selling Hilton Head Istand
property.

Alexander Trench, arguably the island's
original real estate broker, arrived in the
Carolinas around 1717 with his wife Hester.
The area, then called Granville County, was
unstable, torn by the horrific massacres and
backwoods battles of the Yemassee War thai

raged from 1715 to
1728.

“He was a perfect
Irish gentlemen who
was referred to as
Colonel,” said the Rev.
Robert Peeples, presi- \&.
dent of the Hilton An accasional series
Head Island Historical on Lowcountry history
Society. “He was a

responsible man, but his main interest was

making . money.”

Appointed agent for John Bayley in 1722,
Trench sold severabhundred acres of what

[siand. Bayley had inherited 48,000 acres in
the Lowcountry from his father, John Bayley
of Ireland’s Tipperary County. The elder
Bayley was a nobleman who was granted the
land from the English Crown in 1698.

Living in Beaufort, which was incorposated
in 1711, Trench used his island land for graz-
ing cattle,

The island portion of Bayley's Barony
stretched aleng Skull Creek, reaching from
Myrtle Park to Broad Creek. Legend has it
the creek, then spelled Scull, was first called
Skulk Greek because American Indians

(See FORTUNE, Page 13A)

was recorded on period maps as Trench’s

(Continued from Page 1-A)
“skulked” its banks before ambushing
early settlers.

According to old deed books,
Trench sold 200 acres of waterfront
property to Richard Dawson in 1725
and another 200 acres to William
Blakeway in 1726.

Dawson's son Chris, likely taking
advantage of skyrocketing real estate
values stimulated by the relative peace
and prosperity of post-war times, sold
his iand to Philip Martinange] in 1753
for 350 Ibs. of local currency.

Blakeley’s widow, Sarah, also sold
out to Martinangel (who Peeples said
was forced to bribe his way out of
Rome before being turned over to the
Inquisition by his own parents for
turning away from Catholicism,

The widow Blakeley may have been
duped by the crafty Italian speculator.
It seems Martinangel only paid 200
Ibs. of currency in 1752 for her 200
acres.

Trench’s last recorded deal was

with John Gascoigne, who bought a
chunk of island land that he first called
John's Island, but is known better as
Windmill Harbour,

Trench’s trailblazing stint as the
island’s primary real estate agent last-
ed until his death in 1733. He was
buried with his wife in Charleston and
requested in his will that his pew at St.
Helena Church in Beaufort be
reserved forever “for the use of any
strangers that are not inhabitants, but
transient persons.”

For a man so ahead of his time,
Trench left Little behind, Although
international maps labeled the island
Trench’s Island up through the
Revoluticnary War, there stands no
Trench Street on modern Hilton Head
Island; no Trench's Beach, no
Trench's Restaurant, not even a
Trench's tract that the town can buy
and turn into Trench’s Park.

Staff writer Dave Hendricks can be
reached at 706-8145 or
dhendricks®islandpacket.com.



