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larch 17, 1943 = Agnes King Tison, aged 88, on April 5th, 1943, was born
larch 17th, 18665. ) "

1y earliest recollection of my childhood days

T was born in the house that my husband's mother w. s born in loceted at-
Gravel Hill S C, then St. Peter's Parjish. My father then built = more
modern home znd at the beginning of the war they had that house, he was
furnishing thot house from the notth - his china was bought during thé
edministration of John Quincey Adams and now in Yashington at the Vhite
House, hmxdwptimska, I saw this when I vistied the Whete House in '
Viashington. This china was white with a gold band, a yellow band with the

letter L in gold.

This wans story two story house on & braick basement, with a front porch

of cenent and fluted coloniol columns. You entereded & large wide hall

on the walls were printed the four sensons - a woman with hood over the head
for winter, & lady standing with axku sheave of rive or wheat in hte hand,

on the other side was bunch of roses representing surmer, spring wes represented

it I carmot recull the painking. This was done by a famous artist from the
north. B

The fireplaces were all done in white, blue, red. black and yellow tile =
st Ermphenen i vheprmingm  the tile being shipped from Fnglad. After the
horse was burned by Sherman, rany years later the estote was bought by lir.
'untington nnd he retsined the neme of Gravel Hill. In digging up the debris
10 btuild a new house, they found some of the tile and gave nuy brother reny
wieces which L om leaving to my pgranddeughters.

.t the apge of six, i ean remember the beginning of the confererate war-
oldest bLrother ran away (Henry Richardson lawton) from school to join the
arry, ot the sge of sixteen. 5t the age of seven, 1y grandmother (Katherine
Corpnrnthal’ l'sner) taught me how to knit for the soldiers. IY¥ brother, at the
end of two vesrs, cane home with a slight wound - when he returned to the army
my {n.ther cent one of his old slaves, dJoe Brantley, back with him as a body
gnard, who was killed by an automobile at the age of 80.

= fatler, beirg an invelid, could not enter the army and

durizg the lost veur my mother was taken sick with tvphoic fever, died leaving
thrar 1ittle rirls, ne the oldest, age ten years, the others four and one.

‘v ™t-er then went to the upper part of S C, Imovn &s 96, vihere his brother
wus living, vith mony other reletives (Uncle Fronk laner, Uncle Joe larer,
vele 5ill lewbon, and ry futher John Goldwire lawtoh)’f In route, we stopped
et roe sundt'e ir illendale, my mother's sister, lrs, i. V. Richardson (ary
.cenith Laner¥. Sanm rerry Mener married my father s sister, lary Amn lewto .
i lest tleir hore ot one oclock at night, could ser their homes burning afer
vie Lr@ gore five miles.

.o revored Beenwell in time for brekfmst, then we vient on to Prothl.&f'o. ‘here
~ere & carricpges and 6 wapons in thic coravan. After we left Yrothro, we
wore bnhind ~ herler's army and Sherman was behind us - jusi after cexs=img
it lost wepc crossed the bridge at Prothro, “heeler's men burnred the bridge.
It tocl ne < bout two weel:s to get to 96, where my uncle bought a hotel that

i« been deserted and bhree families of us stayed there while the others stayed
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in & vuoent house they found, As soon as lee swrendered Lo the Yankces, all
e+ the funilies we .t back but my Pather, vho was too ill to return. e vies
r. 150 woiting Lo henr from his son in the wry, my brother tenry Viehar
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from vhom he bad not heard in two years. Ve were then receiving our provisions
fror my uncle, Villiam Henry Lewton.

One cday my brother rode up to the well to water his horse and an old mule he had r
received for his four years in the Arry One of the negroes, named Iced vho had i
gone with us called to "Liosser, liiss ggle and the chillun in the house" but I

had nlready hecrd my brother tal} ing and we rushed out to see him. He would not

1et us core neer him but said "Get me a suit of fresh clothes and let lled fix re

a tub of water in the outhouse, then I will core in and sperk to vou." That night

his mule vins stolen from him by one of the Confederate soldders, who had no ey to

get home. Te remarked"Poor devils, let them have it for they need the ride". ;

Lubber lenry nnd Marer iewbon, who had gome into the Army together, went back to |
old home i Gravel Tfill ond found nothing there but the negro houses wuid 1ho
negroes. 11 sninsls snd Lowls hes been destroyod. Iy frther had his yerr's
cotton crop put in & log pen in the pine'v woods, which stayed there until we came
hore , vwhich he sold for :1000, He lent $500. to a mon who had been his owerseer
to open = sbore with and let my brother have the other $500. to run the farn.

1. the end of 1he yenr, 1y fother owed the oversee %500.

Texes vrere so high thot ry fether had to give mp his Gravel 11ill property to save ,
his other property -~ he sold it to T. C. Viade, who was a cotton factor, and he i
sold it to lr. Diley, who lad been his overseer. at Cypress Creek. '

Ther 7 father had to pive up his three small girls, (*e, 1rs. ighes King Lewton
Tison; lrs. botherine lawton Ives; hrs. Rancy Lostick lLemton Broughton). ly sister '
Tammie wns rent to v suntfs lxs MW R chardson at Allendele; ly youngest sister
Lntherine il. lawton and I was sent to Ir. Southwood Smith Tmn who was the father
frxdoer ooy hvmbmrm of my son Southwood's wife, Arabella thhemno Tison. There
r. Snith gave me my first schooling, which was at the age of 2. j

v

Trom there I went o "eslevan College at icon Georgia, where I entered preparatory
school under the cnre of Dr. Dass, who was in school with ry grandith-r, end vhere

I wes the voungest girl in the college. I stayed there unthl the Chrlstms holidays
vrhen I wug sert for on cccount of the illness of my father. Before I could get hore,
he hed pusscd aweyv. I then went to live with my uncle , ¥ajor VWilliam lawton, in
Savarmnh and entered the lassie Public School, vhere I completed ryy grammer school
cducwtion. My uncle then moved back to S C and ry two sisters were sent to the
Tonfrdnrate Scliool at Charleston. uring ry stay at ry uncles', lajor lawton,

tin he the Hompton Reid.

A negro reginent cnriped ot our church grounds and the Yankoep/ of ficers stayed in

the church. A%t nirht we had to keep our windows barred as the anlrer-s would fire
their rifles rnd we did not dare to open the windows. Iy husband's grandf:-ther

pad buried his silver to keep the Yankees from trking it es the Sealavegs took
nossession of the country aflter the war. They took my husbend's grandiather,

“euben Tison, out of his home and carried him to the swamp to force him to show them
where this silver w-s. He would not and they hung him by the timumbs until the blood
rushed out. One old faithful negro slave, Caleb Tison, f‘o_Llowed him lMosser into the
swanp. l!e saw that they were going to hang him and he sa.id"llosser, i‘or God's seke
vhow them the silver, you are worth more to Ole liiss than the 811‘VP!’ . lie then-

2%3id Lo Celeb "Ther vou show them vhere it is"and 0ld Caleb took them to where it

wr.e burinrd, thev dup it up and took it across the river into Georgia ond sold it
ol rong Lheuselves. My husband's fruther, Julian Allen Yison, heard thet the silver
vas thers trd the vent and bougnt every plece of it baclk fron 'l;hem.
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At this tine, the negroes were getting out of hand and the better citizens of the
country , knowing thet they hed to put a stop to this uprising, formed a Ku Klux
Klan end whereever & negro committed a orime, they would not kill him but make him
leave the country. Ome of my cousins, Joseph laner Ilawton, son of William lawton
(end zlso the cousin of my brother's, who left shhool with him to join the army)
was head of the Hu Klux Klan. He was obout to be caught by the Yankees and one
night he came to our house about one o'clock to tell my fother goodbye. He came
to my room, knocked on the door and nsked me to meke him some coffee as he wes
leaving the cowmtry. The coflee we had at that time was made by cutting up sweet
potatoes in small pieces, drying them in the sw and grinding them for coffee.

T mmde some of this cot'fee for him and gave him some cold biscuits we had left.

Le left South Carolina before sun-up ond finslly settled in Arkensas. Tis brother
John Coldwire lewbton, follewed him and after a yeur both of them came back to
Grermrood, S. Co @l merried sisters, with whom they had been in love since toy- 1
hood days. They then went bak to Arkensas, raised their femilies there and I did

not henr snvthing, from them for years. About sis venrs ago, a young man named dJack p
lawton came into the of "icecof my son Iawton - when my son found that he was from
..vyonsas ené nomed John Goldvire lawton, he tolc Jack thet he should come to see re,
which he did and I explained what reletion we were and took him to South Curolina

vhere his great-grandmother was buried, she being Anne Boling Green {rom Va.

~Pter he returned to Arlkansas, his father wrote me thsnking me for informing Jack
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who his people were erd then his wife wrote me, sending pictures.

Chember lain ves Governor of S. U. and the country haed become so corrupt, especially
the neproe soldiers being stationed all over the country. “hey coull not get any
depiocrats into of¥ice so they decided they would get rid of the Yankee Democrats.

‘hesr rot up a regivent with Cousin Harry Richardsoh as head, between illendale and

the Swamp, nnd everybody joined the reginent. 01d Caleb Yison, the same slave :
thut tad Tollowed my husband's grandfather into the swamp, got a red shirt and white
rule and folleowed them showing them where the diiferent regroes lived. My husband,
than sLout 16 verrs old was a member of the regiment. Tle came to my ~unt Cut's

bouse ore duy, ~hen it wus her turn to fecd the regiment, tnd told me, (I was staying
thern at the time) that they had just had an election and he was the second most '
honorary man = thet he vas one of two privates, everyone else were ofi'icers.

Afer they ot the country straightenad out, they nominated VWade Fampton from
Lolumbis, 5. C. for governor. lle canme dovm to electioneer and spent the night at
Cypress Crork Plantation, where he wns token on a bhunt. Fe ¥illed a wild turkey

which he took bacl to Colurbis and had a fan made from the tail, which he sent

heelr to ny aunt, vho had entertained him. When she died, she (nve this fan to me

and . still heve % henging in my room.

iaroton was clected first governor of 8 C by an overwhe Iming ma jority without
+the nepro vote.

ond this time, T went to live with rmy brothers Henry and Andrew and becnne enpaged
to Julien Alln Tison. I went back to my unddes to pot reedy to be iarried and ves
married on Junuer; B0th, 1879, in theBlack Svigmp Church, where T hed been christened
end ~here | obh ry mother and father hed been phristened, married and Mumersalized.

ity Ve were merried, ve went to live at Cypress Creek plantation, where Ve had no
horse or bupry, just two mules. My son Julian and daughter Jennie were born there
e-d e vere happy just with our home life.

e then noved to Soringiield, Georpis, to a turpentine furm where I and voth my
chiliren ++)en ucperetely ill with fever. After we recovered rlrom this illnesr,
e moven to Glvo. Ga, , rrhich was then Groover's landing. 4Lhere g son lawton
vas bori.



t'hen lawton wns about three months old, my husband was heving timber cut from
his land in South Carolina and had to go over to take rations to the men and

see hor they were getting along. Whereever he went, I always went to so he told
ne to feed and dress the baby and go with him. I had a colored girl nared lary
to stay with the c}*:l.ldren a.nd told her that if my baby waled up, not to feed him
but to walk him mmwxihi E ey to keep him from crying until I got back.
This was on February 19th. de loaded the prov:.s:Lons in the boat and 4llen took
p.long his gun thinking he might kill a duck. There was a freshet in the river at
that time. .After ve crossed the river, we had to go up a small creek to get to
thie plece vhere the men were working. As we left the river, I tied my handkerchief
on & willow 1limb so that I could tell when we czme out of the creek how much the
river had risen. ‘hen we got tack to the mouth oi' the creek, the river had rdse
to atout si:t inches above the handkerchief and the current was so strong that
illen could not maddle the boat straight across the river. Just as we turned out
into the river, the boat struck a willow 1limb buried under the water and swamped.
Allen hollered to me to grab a lirb tut I could not reach it, howoever, my -almoral
petticont filled with air and kept me afloat. He could not swim to where I vas
bnt dived under the water and came up where I was - lifted me up to where I could
get hold of a limb, until he could pull me out of the water. This he could not
do because of the weight of my clothes, so I had to shed everything but my dress.
Te ¢1nally got me up to a fork in a tree and he climbed higher up in the same
trees ‘le started to holler for help but although we could hear the men cutting
vood, it seemed that the louder we would holler, the harder they would cut wood.
This sterted about 10 in the morning and although we kept up a continuems call
for help, it was four in the afternoon when Capt. Groover from Clyo came to the
Georgia banl: of the river to feed his hogs on account of the freshet. Ile did
nol; pry sny nilention to i-1len's cries, thinking he was just one of the woodsmen,
but vhen ha heard my cries he lmew somebody was in distress. 1l called Lo me,
then no onll for awhile end I thought he would not cone bnck. Ilowever, in about
1.; houra he cnme bnck, got into his boat and started ncross the rlver, it toaking
him an hour to make the cppssing on account of the high water. Alter he got
across, it took him about twentyminutes to get to where I could get into the
ot on account of the current. He recognized Allen and said"Allen, for God's
stke, is thet lirs. Tison with you?" abd Allen replied "God must have sent you

to us.' By this time, another friend from Clyo had crossed the river and Allen
got in the bont with him, me going with Capt. Groover.

Capt. Groover had come back to the river in his wagon and asked me if I could
stand the trip in & wagaon - I told him that after whaet I had just gone through
1 could stond envthing just to get me back to my babies. ifter I reached the
children, I got hysterical and they had to get the doctor to me. I then
developed pneumonia and was in bed for two weeks. Allen could not speak above
n whisper and my feet turned hlack and blue, the skin all coming off the soles.

‘hen T nsled the colored girl, ilary, wh't she hud done about fee:ing my baby,
ste se.id tlod aiter I wms so long coning home "I ast liiss Snuls what to do and
she said get st lickty (a colored woman with a small baby) to mrse hin but
e hed Lo put & sheet over her so he couldn t sce she wos black" /
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Yg moved back to Cypress Creek and lived there for a vear, in a house

built from lumber originally used in the negro houses at Grovel Hill

es we could not get new lumber at that time. e then moved to Brighton

there we lived in & log house across the road from my cousin, Dr.

Southwood 8mith., There on march 8rd, my third son was born, during a

freeze so severe that my husband rode his horse across a branch without

the ice brealing. The following August we had an earthquake that almost -

destroyed Charleston, S. C. and we had to run out of the house and stay

under the trees. I nauwed that baby boy Southwood Smith for my cousin

and doctor. .

sbout that time, Dr. Southwood Tiésen and his wife had a little girl born

to them. Her mother was very ill and I had ’co nurse her , whose name was

Catherine Aralella, nomed for my _gues ey »
Mm&‘s m/o’ekan.

vie moved br.ck to the Creek, where I had another little girl, named Flla

Porter, who I lost at the age of 1& months. ¥, then moved to Spvsrnah

wher~ ny son Ndger Wartram and daughter Agnes Katherine were born.

‘ie lived there ten years before building our home on 38th St.

L\,

Then my son lawton met his cousin, Caroline kartin Stubbs, who was living
in Oklahora and recturned to Sav'xnnah to visit her uncle, deond (tird)
lawton. Iawton and Caroline were married in Atlanta, Georg;la on Hune
drd, 1908. From this marriege there are four children - Czv.x-ol:i.:ne Stubbs,
lavibon Lay, Jr., Florence Lliza and Julien Allen.

Tiext my daughter Jennie married Charles Kenneth Browm of Charleston, S, C.
and thev have one sone, Julian Tison Brown.

Soutlnrood Snith, my third son, then married fiatherine Arabella ni‘bh
on Decenber 18th, 1912 and from this marriage there are four chlldren -
/&{,non Ying, novthlrood ?m:.th Jr., Henry lawton and Joln Ball.
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of Bgaufort.,S.C.

,.On lovm\bm 4th, 1915 Tdmr ‘nrtman married Dorothy Inbchelder/ end they

nve one child Dorot o’chy Lnn.,

(LSS e
Tlext Julian Ignry married lalle Vincent of e, S, C., and there
were no children of this marricge. ... 2 . ' ¢

;¥ lnst child to be married was Agnes Katherine, who married /illiam King
8mith of Gorrett, S. C. on !'7rm.7 1930

In 1918 I noved to Forsyth, Georgia, on sccount of ny health and that of
riy daugliter Jennie, who was a widow at the time, and I still live there
in r old coloniul tvpo Louse thut was built jus t after the Confedeate
wnr, 1L irve n wobnderfnl garden of bulbs, roses, camellias, wisterias,
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o Vet T ohewe dnherited fix prectegreadcehilicoen, wive rread grasd-
sabers i ot crzab grondsone.

I hove «11 of you will appreciate this as much as it has given me pleasure
to give mcdch it %o you, =11 of which I Imow is facts.



