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Larch 17, 1943 = Agnes King Tison, aged 88, on April 5th, 1943, was born
tarch 17th, 1855. ' "

1Ly earliest recollection of my childhood days

T wes born in the house that my husband's mother w.= born in loc:=ted at
Gragel Mi1l § C, then St. Peter's Pargish. ly father then built 2 more
modern home snd at the beginning of the war they had that house, he was
furnishing that house from the notth - his china was bought during thd
administration of John tuincey Adars and now in “ashington at the White
House, Ehmexswymtimeks. I saw this when I vistied the Whate House in
Vinshington. This china was white with a gold band, a yellow band with the

letter L in gold.

‘his was story two story house on a braick basement, with a front porch

of couent and fluted colonial columns. You entereded a large wide hall

on the walls were p:inted the four sernsons - & woman with hood over the head

for winter, & lady standing with axku sheave of rive or wheat in hte hand,

on the other side was bunch of roses representing surmer, spring wes represented
tt I canmot recull the painking. This was done by a famous artist from the

north.

The fireplaces were all done in white, blue, red. black and yellow tile -
sccrmanphenem o vheprmamgn  the tile being shipped from Fnglad. After the
hovse was burned by Sherman, rany years later the estote vas bought by lr.
Tuntington wnd he retrired the neme of Gravel Hill. In digging up the debris
to builc & new house, they tound some of the tile and gave ury brother rany

wicces whieh L em leaving to my pgranddaughters.
)
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4 the age of six, i ean remember the beginning of the confelerate war- rty W
oldest brother ran away (Henry Richardson lawton) from school to join the
army, ut the age of sixteen. Lt the npge of seven, ny grandmother (Katherine
corgnrthal?Taner) taught me how to kmit for the soldiers. iy brother, at the
ond of two yenrs, cene home with a slight wound - when he returned to the army
1w {rther sent one of his old slaves, Joe Brantley, back with him as & body
guard, who was killed by en sutomobile at the age of 80.

13- fotlier, being an irvelid, could not enter the army and

duri-g the last yeer my mother was taken sick with tvphoid fever, died leaving
three 1little girls, me the oldest, age ten years, the others four and one.

iy Pfutiher then went to the upper part of S C, Imovm &s 96, where his brother
wes living, with meny other reletives (Uncle Frank laner, Uncle Joe laner,
tmele Diil lawton, and ny fother John Goldwire lawtoh)"f In route, we stopped
et T/ sunt 's ir illendale, my mother 's sister, Iirs, L. V. Richardson (lary

- cenith Laner¥. Sam Ferry lener married my father s sister, lary Ann lawto .
.0 lait their hore at one oclock at night, could ses their hones burning affler

ve hed gono five miles.

—

.0 recched Barnwell in time for brekfast, then ve vent on to Prothro. <here

were 6 carriages and 6 wagons in this coravan. After we left frothro, we

weoro buhind .heeler's army snd Sherman was behind us - just after cerEs=ing

ihe 1ost wepcn crossed the bridge at Prothro, i heeler's men burned the bricdge.
It tool ns r.bout two weeks to get to 96, where my uncle bought a hotel that

1« been deserted and bhree families of us stayed there while the others stayed
e voecent house they found. As soon &s lee surrendered to the Yankees, all

the fumilies weit back but my father, who was too ill to rcturn. e was

in
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brother Yenry Fichardson Lavrte

£
r.1no wuSting to hear from his son in the ormy, my



from wiiom he bod not leard in two years. Ve were then receiving our provisions
fron my wicle, 7illiam llerry lawton.

One éav my brother rode up to the well to water his horse and an old mule he had
received for his four years in the Arry. One of the negroes, named lied, who had
gone with us called to "liosser, liiss ~ggie and the chillun in the house' but I
hed slready hecrd my brother talking and we rushed out to see him. He would not
1et vs corme noer him bub said "Get me a suit of fresh clothes and let lled fix re
n tub of weter in the outhouse, then I will core in and sperk to you." That night
his 1mle vios stolen from him by one of the Confederate soldders, who had no way to
get howe. e rerarked" Poor devils, let them have it for they nced the ride".

tuboer tenry cnd Marer igwton, who had gomwr into the Army together, went bock to
old home nt Cravel Ti11l und found nothing there but the negro houses wd the
negroes. 11 cnimsis wnd fowls hes been destroyod. My father had his perr's
cotton crop put in » log pen in the piney woods, which staved there until we came
here , whick he solc for 31000, e lent $500. to & man who had been his owerseer
to onrn = sbore with nnd Jet my brother have the other %500, to ruwn the farn.

t tha emd of the yenr, 1y Iother owed tho overseo $500.

Tezns were so high that my fother had to give ump his Gravel 113111 property to save
his other property - he sold it to ¥, C. Vade, who was a cotton fector, and he
sold it to Lr. Diley, vho had been his overseer. at Cypress Creek.

Ther w7 fether lad to give up his three small girls,("e, Irs. ighes King lLawton
Tison; trs. batherine lawton Ives; lirs. Nancy Dostick Lemton Broughton). ly sister’
inmmie wns sent to v anuntds Irs H W R chardson at Allendale; liy youngest sister
intherine 1. orton and 1 was sent to Ir. Southwood Smith Tiwen, who was the father
forcorrpfragehvstmm of my son Southwood's wife, Arabella Katherine Tison. There

Dr. Smith gave me my first schooling, which was at the sge of 12.

“rom therr I went o esleyan College at liacon Georgia, where I entered preparatory
school wmder the care of Dr. Dass, who was in school with rry grand{zth~r, end where
I wes the voungest girl in the college. I stayed there unthl the Christmas holidays
when I was se:t for on nccount of the illness of my father. Before I could get hore,
he had pusscd awey. I then went to live with my uncle, ajor illiam lawton, in
Savammah and entered the Massie Public School, vhere I completed ry grammer school
cducetion. My uncle then moved back to 8 C and my two sistere were sent to the
Confednrate Scliool at Charleston. MYuring my stay at ry uncles', lajor lewton,

thew hod the Iempton Reid.

A negro repirent camped ot our church grounds and the _Yankee;( officers stayed in

the chiurch. At night we had to keep our windows barred as the Yankeers would fire
their rifles snd we did not dere to open the windows. My husband 's grandf:ther

“ad buried his silver to keep the Yankees from teking it as the Scalavegs took
nosseseion of the country after the war. They took my husband's grandfather,

“euben Tison, out of his home and carried him to the swamp to force him to show then
where this silver wns. He would not and they hung him by the thunbs until the blood
rushed out. One old faithful negro slave, Caleb Tison, followed him Mosser into the
swamp. le sew that they were going to hang him and he said"llosser, for God's seke
whow them the silver, you are worth more to Ole Miss than the silver". He them"
snid o Caleb "Then you show them where it is"and 0ld Caleb took them to where it
wms buried. they dug it up and took it across the river into Georgie and sold it
ot ruiong themselves. Iiy husband's father, Julian Allen Tison, heard that the silver
was there end the wont and bought every piece of it back fron them.
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.t this tine, the negroes were getting out of hand and the better citizens of the
coundry , ¥nowing thet thev hed to put a stop to this uprising, formed a Ku Klux
Klan end whereever & NCgro committed a crime, they would not Xill him but make him
lecve the country. C(me of my cousins, Joseph Haner Iawton, son of William lawton
(snd zlso the cousin of my brother's, vho left shhool with him to join the army)
wmas head of the Xu Klux Klen. lie was sbout to be caught by the Yenkees and one
night he cime to our house about one o'clock to tell my father goodbye. e came
to 1y room, Ynocled on the door anéd asked me to meke him sore cof'fee as he wes
lenving the country. The cof ‘ee we had at that time was made by cutting up sweet
potatoes in small pieces, drying them in the swn ard grinding them for coffee.

T amde some of this coi'fee for him and gave him some cold biscuits we had left.

Er left South Carolina before sun-up and finally settled in Arkmnsas. ITis brother
John Coldwire lawton, foliowed him and after a year both of them came back to
Grermrood, S. C. aid morried sisters, with whom they had been in love since btoy-
hood days. Trey¥ then went bok to Arkansas, raised their femilies there and I did
not hear envthin;, from them for years. About siw yerrs 8go, a young man nemed Jack
lewton came into the officeof my son Inwton - when my son found that he was from
~ylonsas sné mmed John Goldvrire lawton, he told Jack that he should come to see ne,
which he €id and I explained what relation we were and took him to South Curolina
where his great-grindmother was buried, she being Anne BEoling Green {rom Va.

1.¢er he returned ‘o Arkansas, his father wrote me thenking me for infornming Jack
who his people wer¥ and then his wife wrote ne, sending pictures.

Chamber lain wes Governor of S. C. and the country hed become so corrupt, especially
1he neproe soldiers being stationed all over the country. “hey coull not get any
verocrats into of¥ice so they decided they would get rid of the Yenkee LDemocrats.
thew kot up & reginent with Cousin Barry Richardsoh as head, between Allendale and
the Bwemp, nnd everybody joined the reginent. Old Caleb Yison, the same slave

thut had Tollowed iy husbend's grendfather into the swamp, got & red shirt and white
rmle and followed then showing them where the di{terent nogroes lived. My husband,
then auout 18 yeurs old was & member of the regiment. lie came to my “unt Cut's
house one dny, “hen it wus her turn to feed the regiment , tnd told me, (I was staying
ther~ at the time) that they had just had an election and he was the second most
honorary mn = thet he was one of two privates, everyone else were off'icers.

& ogar they ot the country straightened out, they nominated ¥Vade Pampton from
olmmbia, 8. C. for governor. He came down to electioneer and spent the night at
Cypress Croek Flantetion, where he was taken on a hunt. He killed a wild turkey
which he took baclk to Colurbis and had a fan made from the tail, which he sent

heck to ry aunt, who had entertained him. When she died, she [nve this fan to me
‘and - still hove it henging in my room.

ampton wa.s crlected first governor of S C by an overwhelming ma jority without
Lthe negro vote.

ihont this time, I went to live with my brothers Henry and Andrew and becnne enheged
to Julien Alln Tison. 1 went back to my unddes to get reedy to be iarried and was
married on January 30th, 1879, in theBlack Swemp Church, where I had been christened
end where toth ry mother and father hed been phristened, married and fiuneralized.

Af{ter we were married, ve went to live at Cypress Creek plantation, where we hed no
horse or bugiy, Jjust two mules. My son Julien and daughter Jennie were born there

end e were happy Jjust vith our home life.

l.e then moved to Springiield, Georpiea , to & turpentine furm where I and both my
children telen de=porately ill with fever. After we recovered from this illness,
we woved to Clvo, Ya., which was then Groover's landing. There my son laviton
wa.s born.




i'hen lLaviton wes about three months o0ld, my husband was having timber cut from
his land in South Carolira and had to go over to take rations to the men and

see hoi thev were getting along. Whereever he went, I always went to so he told
ne to feed and dress the baby and go with him. I had a colored girl nared lary
Lo stay with the children and told her thet if my baby waked up, not to feed him
but to wellk hinm mmmbiriesetoppedoneming to keep him from crying until I got back.
This wes on Februrry 19th. Yie loaded the provisions in the boat and 4llen took
along his gun thinking he might kill a duck. There vas a freshet in the river at
that time. After we crossed the river , we had to go up & small creek to get to
the plece vhere the men were working. As we left the river, I tied my handkerchief
on & willow limb so that I could tell when we ocume out of the creek how much the
river rad risen. »hen we got Lack to the mouth oi' the creek, the river had sdse
to nuout sis inches above the handkerchief and the current was so strong that
iilen could not mddle the boat straight across the river. Just as we turned out
into the river, the boat struck a willow limb buried under the water and swanped.
41len hollered to me to grab a lirb Lut I could not reach it, however, my -almoral
petticont filled with air and kept me afloat. He could not swim to where I was
bt dived under the water and came up where I was -~ lifted me up to where I could
get hold of a 1limb, until he could pull me out of the water. This he could not
do because of the weight of my clothes, so I had to shed everything but my dress.
Te £inally got me up to a fork in a tree and he climbed higher up in the same
tree, ‘le started to holler for help but olthough we could hear the men cutting
vood, it seemed that the louder we would holler, the harder they would cut wood.
This started about 10 in the morning and although we kept up a continueus call
for help, it was four in the afternoon when Capt. Groover from Clyo came to the
Gaorgia banl: of the river to feed his hogs on account of the freshet. Iie did
yoli pry nny nilontion to nllen's cries, {hinking he was just one of the woodsmen,
but when he heard my cries he new somebody was in distress. Ilp canllad Lo me,
then no onll for awhile end I thought he would not core back. However, in about
1); hours he came bnck, got into his boat and started across the river, ii taking
him an hour to make the cpossing on account of the high water. Alter he got
across, it took him about twentyminutes to get to where I could get into the
o6t on accownt of the current. He recognized Allen and said"Allen, for God's
_seke, is that lirs. Tison with you?" ahd Allen replied "God must have sent you

to us." By this time, another friend from Clyo had crossed the river and Allen
got in the bont with him, me going with Capt. Groover.

Capt. Groover had come back to the river in his wagon and asked me if I could
stend the trip in a wagaon - I told him thot after what I had just gone through
1 could stand anything just to get me back to my babies. I fter I reached the
children, I got hysterical and they had to get the doctor to me. I then
developed pneumonia and was in bed for two weeks. Allen could not speak above
n vhisper and my feet turned Llack and blue, the skin all coming off the soles.

hen T oaked tlhe colored girl, Lary, wht she hnd done about feeding my badby,
ohe srid that after Ivns so long coming home "I ast Tiiss Sauls what to do and
she said get sumt lietty (e colored woman with & small baby) to nurse hinp but
we hed to put a sheet over her so he couldn t sece she was black" ./
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i moved back to Cypress Creek and lived there for a year, in & house
puilt from lumber originally used in the negro houses at Gravel Hill
ac we could not get new lumber at that time. e then noved to Brighton
where we lived in e log house across the road from my cousin, Dr.
Southiood &mith. There on march 3rd, ry third son was born, during &
freeze 5o sovere that my husband rode his horse across a branch without
the ice brealing. The following August we had an earthquake that almost
destroved Charleston, S. C. and we had to run out of the house and stay
under the trees. I named that baby boy Southwood Smith for my cousin
anrd docter. ) .
Sbout that time, Dr. Southwood Tésen and his wife hed a little girl born
to them. ler mother was very ill and I hii to nurse her, whose name vas

Cathorine sraliella, named for ny geamdmeiher. D

“'VJJ%@.«‘.‘&S W‘QMEEB.
vie moved b.ck to the Creek, where I had another little girl, named Flla
Porter, who I lost at the age of 1& months. Ve, then moved to Spvennah
wher~ ry son Mdgar Wartrann and deughter Agnes Katherine were born.
;e lived there ten years bef'ore building our home on 38th St.

Then my son lawton met his cousin, Caroline Martin Stubbs, who was living
in Oklahorm and returned to Savamnah to visit her uncle, Edmond (lind)
lawton. Ilawton and Coaroline were married in Atlanta, Georgia, on Hune
3rd, 1908. Irom this marrisge there are four children - Caroline Stubbs,
lawton iay, Jr., Florence Eliza and Julian Allen.

fiext wy daughter Jennie married Charles Lenneth Brown of Uharleston, S. C.
and thev have one sone, Jalien Tison Brown.

Soutlrrood Smith, my third son, then married fatherine Arabella Smith,
on December 18th, 1912, and from this marriage there are four children =
Agnes Ying, Southwood Smith, Jr., Henry lewton and Jolm Ball.

:On Jloverber 4th, 1915, Fdgar Vartman married Dorothy L‘atchelder/ and they
" have one child Dorothy £mm.
arvrm il e
Fext Julian Hgnry married lalla Vincent of mretl, S. C., and there
were no children of this marricge. '.f:;:',,, A N

iy lost child to be married was Agﬁéé Katherine, who married “filliam King
Smith of Garnebtt, 8. Co on 17 May (930

In 1918 I moved to Yorsyth, Georgia, on sccount of my health and that of
vy daughter Jennie, who was a widow at the time, and I still live there
in r old coloniul type house that was built just after the Confederate
wnre 1 heve n wondorful garden of bulbs, roses, camellias, wisterias,
st evmery mrdeds od {loverc.

S8ince w7 Sut T heve inheribed rix prest-prendehilic, uive prost grand-
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©leagiaters and one ~reat grondson.

I hope «ll of you will appreciate this as much as it has given me pleasure
to give ymmxkk it to you, 211 of which I know is facts.

o

of Beaufort,S.Ce
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