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He is the son of Capt, Hbm‘ﬁ Lx

Blakewood, His family wopg Anmong thy aaril\-:}v"’j-;jf
LS i e ~1g35Y ,i‘ 8

Settlers of the South, His grandrathe r, John Talbird, wag a

Talbird and Sarah g,

W

commissionaqg officer jin the army of the Povolution,

ates hig miniatratinm wore Eroatly bloased,"th’ .chu;-eho.c were

" . ..";‘
built up in faith ang Zeal ang urongthenoj in Bumbsrs, ang h,
obtained g de0p hold on the arfectjong of the People among whom he

laboreg, While residing in Montgomy ry by €ontracted ehronje




sore throat, and being elected to the professorship of theology
in Howard College, Marion, Ala.; he wés induced to accept, At
the ¢losa of the fiscal year he Qas elected to the prasidency of
the college , and maintainad that relation until the ¢ommen ¢»ment
of the civil war in 1861, “The sucqess which marked his labors
proved the sagacity of the trustaeas, who invited him to accept the
place, During his administraiion Howard Colloge was groatly
prospered-in all its departments, In six years the endowment fund
was increased from $45,000 to $225,000, besides adding to its
other possessgions about £79,000, At the opsning of the war

it was one of the most flourishing denoﬁindtionsl institutions

of the Tmitod States. In 1854 the honorary degree of
Doctor of Divinity was conf‘orrm; on him by the Tniversity o-r

Alabama,

Dr, Talbird is by birth and education a Southern man, em-
brﬁcing that peculiar political doetrine of States Rights, which
has, of late years come to be universally concsded=----------Tt ig
not strange, therafore, that he ewbraced the cause of the Con-

federate Statas, and lent all his influence and energins to con-

-




vert its battle into a victorv, In 1861 he entered thd Con-

‘federate army; with the rank of Captain, in the 7th Alabame

regimanf. At the close of the campaign he was promotad to the
rank of coloﬁol, and he raisaed and otﬁdnisod the 41st Alabama
regiment, while in the army he wa:iengngod in a numbs r of
battles and skirmishes. His ealm courage and deliberate intrepi-
dity won for him the confidence of his officers'and mn, " He
was kind to all, but a firm disciplinarian, Hence hLa ¢ omnanded
one of the most raliabls regiments in the service., Protracted

1l lness interfered greatly with his military career, and ultimmte=

ly forced him to resign his comuand.,

At thQAélose of the war, hsi healtn being only pért1a11y
restored, he accepted a country pastorate where his labors would
not ba so great as in his former positions, He spent two years
and a half in Carlowville, Dallas County, Ala,, mmking an able,
faithful, and suecessful pastor, From that point he was cal lad
to Henderson, Ky, As his health continued feeble, he thought

’

that a milder ¢ limate might be benofiéihl and enable him to labor

more efficiently, The field in Kentucky was an inviting ons,




by deep devotion to the cause of chrms, QHQ his minutruiqu
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and though he left his frisunds in Carlowville and Alabama with .
feelings of desp regret, he did not feel at liberty to dacline the

call, His ministry here was, as it had ohewhare been, marked

were greatly blessed., Tn the throo!tyam and a half he .a-as i
in Henderson, he did mueh to olevato the standard of religiom, and

:
won from all classes sincore respact and osteem, and th» warm and |

devoted affection of every member of his church, now doublad iD

numbe rs ,

' v
|

At the clou of this period aovoral of the leading fln:l.].ioi‘ 1‘.‘?}1
of the church determined to remove to Galif‘orun. Quite nnoxp.M"
ljr to. himself, Dr. Talbird was invited to assume the pastorate |
of the First Baptist Chureh, in Lexington, Mo., In April
1872 he removed to that ¢ity, one of the most lintelltgons and re- ‘
f‘:’méd commnities in the State.  Thare he remined for twelve I
_yéars and nine months. He won for himself a high place in the
esteom and confidence of the entire couinunuy, and the affsctionate

rogards of those to whom he minis tared. Durmg his mmistrv. |

many were addesd to the Chureh, and it was inereased in all the
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taken all the regular degrasg of Masonry conferred in this eount ry.

bPartisan, Ko unitad with the Baptist Chureh in his 21g¢ yoar,
0n the 18th of January, 1845 hq ¥as marrisd to Mpg, Mary c,

Griffin, the widow for several years, of Gen, Oriffin, Ker midan

Dampy wag 'rar-rant, the daughtar or My, 'l‘homaé Tarrant, of Alabam,

Ofe of the mogtg respectable familijes jp the State,

His parsonaj charistoriecs Are verv marksd, He is over
uedium 81ze, of compaet ang vell rounded form, pouauing suffj-
cient Physical Pover to snabil, him ¢4 Poarform g Breat amount of
brajin work, of Prepossoesg ing appearance, and benevolent 8XpPression
of face, He ig Polished ang gracefyl jin Mmong r ¢ourtly jp 8diraegy
v dignified jp doportu«unt, and lovely ang
lovable in disposition, Without writing_hil Sermons , pe Preachas

from f,11 Notag, Hig 8ormons @xhibij¢ indus trious Study ang re=-
g s
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