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that “the families are widely dispersed; and It seemns uncertain the Roberts were
‘refugees’ from France."

Alterwards, the writer corresponded with Monsieur Philippe Froideveaus,
Director of the Archives of L'Ancien Evécha de Bile at Poirentruy,
Switzerlund. Through the kindness of Monsieus Froidevesux, the writer had the
extremely ycod fortune to be directed to Pasteur Jeun-Philippe Gobat, minister
of the Reiarmed Parish at Orvin. Pasteur Gubat is also a-highly qualified
genealogist as well as a Robert descendunt,

Pusteur Gobat wrote: “From the start I hasten to tell you that the Robert

%' family is not of Huguenot origin (Huguenot equal to French Protestant) — this

being true even if Pasteur Robert was pastar in Carclina of a community
- composed predominantly of Huguenots. This family is originally from the
- ancient principality of Neufchitel, from the region called ‘the Neufchatel

. & Mountains, the name dating from the 15th Century. It is in this epoch that one

flnds, in the legul cecords, the most ancient mention of the names of the non-

R . Boble fumilies. The Robert fumily has its source in the present-day town of Le

. Laocle, one of the branches known for the dynasty of painters [artists] that it

Ay produced.”™

) '}_ There were certain precise cutegories or clusses among the population of the

Erguél. Only the communicants or the bourgeoisie enjoyed ull of the civil and

¥ ecclesiastical und scholustic rights, but ht political rights. Those who received

¢>' commurion were the descendaats of the founders of the village (or of those who

e the parishoners were the inhabitants who came
oy

i from elsewhere and who were accepted for residence.

Pasteur Gobat's research reveals th

at the ancestor common to most of the.
‘Roberts of Le Locle, a town

few kilometers west of SL. Imier, was Jehan
Jehan Robert had a son, also of Le Locle,

te 1506, according to the archival records at
. Porrentruy. Jehan Robert had a son Cuilliuime (William) Robest of Le Locle, .

U
1

b, rom whom Pasteur Pierre Robert descends,

SN Among the grandchildren and great-grandchildren of Jehan Robert, a
gk~ Butaber of them established themselves before the end of the 15th Century on
", the mountains lying in the Parish of St. linier. One of jehan’s grandsons was
! bert, who was the great-great-
@andlather of Pasteur Pierre Robert. Cuillaume Robert's precise dates of birth
e ond death have yet to be determined, as has the name of his wife.

o 7 * Guillaume Robert fathered, among other children, Daniel Robert, who
U lived on the Mountain du Droit de Sonvilier, and died there between December
received us Parishioner of St. Imier on
 June 4, 1616. His wile's name is yet unknown, but records reveal thac Daniel
i !ﬂb‘m had at least three children:
e Penonalletier from Profesos Leo Schelbert, Departnicat of History,
Clscle, August 8, 1682, 1o Thomus O, Lawion, Jr.

v, -* Personial letter from Pasteus Jeap-Philippe Gobat, Orvia, Switzesland, October 23, 1884, to
s 0. Lawion, Jr.

University of illinois, al
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1. Plerre Robert, the first of three by that name (see below). A pobert he
2. Marie Robert, who married three times, each hustand being a “comr:u- i sesevrcher
nicant” of Courtclary: 5" is trae, wo
a. Estevenin Belrichard (marriage agreement dated January 5. :.23, f; e The tn
and notarized by Jacob Beynon). - %, how, wher
b. Adam Béguelin (between 1627 and 1632). i femainsur
c. Jeun Féte (after 1642). 143’5 with other:
L . wR:  off the coa
3. Madeleine Robest, who married David Calame, a Parishioner of St. Imier i{ gid
— this couple being the ancestors of Monsieur Cobat. 13 %

Daniel Robert’s two sons-in-law, Estevenin Belrichard and David Calame, g flf . I the an
on May 2, 1636, owed their brother-in-law Pierre Rohart a debt of 430 cigwns ﬁ“ & owachded &
for their part of the iuheritance of their father-in-law. This record of debt was i ) "“‘:___‘”d:"h“
signed by Nutary Jacob Beynon. i % Mm“;ﬁ

Daniel Robert's only known son, Pierre Robert (number 1 above, and 5 K Monsieur F
Pasteur Pierre Robert's grandfather), was 2 Parishioner of St. Imier, und lived Y L’: 02t conudder

on the Mountain du Droit of Sonvilier, where he dicd between August 27, 1671,
and November 12, 1676. Pierre Robert entered into a marriage agreement on
May 9, 1622 (notarized by Abcaham Pétremand), with Judith Sugne. daughter
of Abraham Sagne, also a Pusishioaer of St. Iniier. Judith brought to her
husband as dowry 1,600 crowns, a heifer, and her trousseau.

Pierre Robert (1] and Judith Sagne Robert’s only known child was Daniel
Robert (11] who was numed for his paternal grandiather. Daniel Robert (1]
entered into a marriage agreement on April 1, 1651 (nutarized by Abraham
Pétremand), with Marie Pétremand, daughter of Pierre Pétremand de Son-
vilier. Marie brought as her dowry 800 crowns, a heifer, and her trousseau.
Daniel Robert (i1] lived on the Mountain du Droit (in the P=rish of St. Imier, but
not in the city proper), and died there between November 16, 1679, and May
11, 1698. Daniel Rotert {11} and Marie Pétreni.nd Robert are the parents ul

LN £y o - 5
p\h . .
3
.

Pasteur Pierre Robert, who was named for both his paternal and maternal R

grmdfalhers.“ 3 ;%x;vt

Thus, the Swiss ancestry dating from the 15th Century of Pasteur Pierre ﬁ';;-’, o
# Documentation for all data betwuen Footnote 9 supra and this polnt iscontained i the above &
: letter, supr: , nd the following documents from the Archives do L'Ancien Evéché de Béle., 2t 3t
- Porrentruy. i 1

notaire jacob Beynon, de St.-lmier, N® 615: Acte de récoption on parotse de Sesnt-lmier de
Daniel. fils de feu Cuillaume Robert, du 14 juln 1616

notaise Jacob Beynon, de St.-imier, N® 621: Acte concernant Plerre, fils de fou Damel
Roben. du 2 mai 1638; '

noatire Abraham Pétremand fils, de Sonvilter, N° 713: Traité do mariage de Plerre Rubert.
fils de Danisl. du 9 mal 1623;

notsire Absaham Pétremand fils, de Sonviller, N® 717: Traite de mariage de Danicl §
fils de Pierre, du | avetl 1631.

hubeed,
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B Robert, has been clearly established, by the works of Pasteur Gobat. Futurg |

W vesearchers may wish to prove the old Welsh-French-Swiss tradition, which, ifit <.
g B true, would have to begin before the 15th Century. ~ i o
' Thetrue story behind Robert’s decision to leave his native Switserland and
8y bow, where, anid exactly when he joined others in the St. James Saniee group
- remains undocumented. Perhaps Robert left Switzerland by the Rhine; rallying -
' with others of his group at Amsterdam or Rotterdam, rather than the Isle de Re,
off the coast of France, as has-previously been surmised. - : - SRV ELT S

b=

B! - In the anticle on Pasteur Pierre Bobert in Transact
:':.:ﬂlc_!udedlhllcmnlumwvnﬁ:pmd[u B
351, - gandlather. . X
&, Following publication of the article, the Mayor of Porrentury, Switzerland, directed letters to = -
38/ Monsieur Philipe Froideveaus, Director of the Archives d'Aocien Evéché de Bile at Porventruy.
. MFMNpMprhwrﬂuthﬂh?ﬂhutCﬂhﬁﬂdhthn &

% most considerale. § i |

in, Switzerland, Is dus great appreciation for bis excellent . — —

fons, #37, at p. 2, this writer exroncously T
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W’ sof LeLocle
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Humbert Hobert
n' LeLocle : :
Guillaume Rnbert
-Parish de St. Imier
Danicl Reobert .
1570-1634/6 - . _
Parish clte St IImier, Neufchatel.

i : ey
yPlerre Rnbert<t®

598-1671/6

Judith Sagne llarle ladeleine Robert
dau. ~f Abraham married 3
| Sagne David Calame
" ‘Daniel Rnbert m. 1 Apr 1651 Marle Pétremand ’
LRl ~ dau. nT Plerre Petremand
Erifrnit, Senvilier,-| = % of Senviller
. Rev, Plerre Rnbert m, 1674 Jeanne Brayer:

. St Intor 1656, b. 1660 Basle, Switz.

@i-at. Univ. of Basle. ... | = d. 1717 Santee, SC

el Jan 1674; ~rdained - 7% "dau. ~f Jehi‘and

P2 Fob .1682; Asst, ... ., | .- Susanne Brayer ~f Bas)

¥ Paster, St. Imler °.
§1682-1685; arrived

-‘SC 1686
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b. Basle 1675 b. Grennble, France-1680 —
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