Robert,

I downloaded this will of Nathaniel Rhodes by the internet from the Great Britain Public
Record Office. GB retains the copyrights to all of these old documents but allows one to
make copies to share with relatives, etc.

This is obviously the will of our Nathaniel Rhodes; son of the Nathaniel Rhodes, who left
the 1742 will (which was only available by direct order from the Lichfield Record
Office). He mentions the mill at Rindleford which was mentioned in his father’s 1742
will.

It is odd that he uses the phrase “or my reputed son George” and later uses the phrase “or

cannot decipher the daughter’s name but it looks like it might be Laurietta. It is most like
his daughter Henrietta who never married and left a will in 1818. There is not mention of
a son John. This is probably because John was in South Carolina and was independently
wealthy. It was not unusual for living children to not be mentioned in wills, especially if
they were well to do and were not going to receive anything in the will. Apparently his
wife was not living at the time of the will.

I tried to locate a will of George Rhodes. None could be found in the Public Record
Office online and the people at Lichfield could not find one either. I did download a will
of a George Rhodes (cost about $7.50) from a place outside Shropshire and it was not our
George. He must have died intestate. Surely a record of the settlement of his estate can be
found somewhere. I will look into that in the future. Such records are not indexed and
will require some searching (with fees) from those over there who would do it for me.

These old wills do not tell us much, if anything, that we did not already know. They are

interesting to have nonetheless. I will probably mention at the reunion that I found the
will but will not go into details since that may only confuse rather than enlighten.
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