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John Phodas.

John Rhodes was quite a prominent whig, and before the decla-
ration of independeance, had taken sides with the covlonios, Among
the officers elocted by the General Asgombly at its moeat ing on

-

the 26th of March, Y7%6, he was made sheriff of Beaufort Jistrict,
by the appointment of John Rgutledge, President, to fill a vacancy
caused by the deelination of Tuenes Tebout.

(See Vrayton's Memoirs, Vol. 2, page 241.)

VDuring the war he was a commissionad officer. The Hritish

.wnlla';n pussession of Port Roval Island, kept a strong detach-
ment- of troops at Roupsll's Ferry. A suail militia guard,
commnded by Lloutenaht John Rﬁodos, of Praince Williaus 0y

was statiovnoed at Pago‘s‘P;lnt, on the opposita sShiore. Sens 1ole

that 1t would be easy for an enterpraising enemy, from t! . Lunbar

of navigable creeks tnat led to hxi rear, to cut oll his
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" he made a representation of his parilous situation to tne ¢ i

ing Contingntal officer at S‘Blduu Churich, brigade Ma, Pau

Hamlton, of tha first regiment |, was 1inuadlately selit t«

of the accuraey of his statement, who finding 1t stractl



wrote for énd obtained a sergeant’s guard of Continentals ‘o
strengthen the commnd. *“While sb near the ememy®” , said Haunitor
“I would pay them a closer visit, could T find a propor guida.”

«I am acquainted,” replied Lieutenant Phodes, “with avery foot
of the ground they occupy, and will willingly accompany vou 8€ross
the river.” Hastily conceived, and promptly entered into, the
axpeaitlun was i1mnediately carried into o ffect,. A boat was pre-
pared and the raver passed with muffled oars. The sergeant’'s
guard was approached, and surrounded, and with the excaption of
one man who escaped, and the sergeant, who resist ing was savarnlv
wounded by Lisutennt Rhodes, brought off. This partisan stroke
was accomplished by eleven men and officers, ine luding four men
who never 4uitted the boat.

(See Gardon’s Anscdotes of the American Revolution, Vol. 2,

page 36, )

John Rhodes was an aetive comuunicant of the Episcopal
Chureh, and for a number of years was a vestrymmi of St. Holena

barish, Beaufort, and reprasanted it in the d1o8CosSan convanut 1
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of the chureh in the years 1805-12-13-14-17, all of whict wn:

nald in Charleston. (Sas walcho’s Church HiBtory.)
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