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225 E., b3rd Street
New York 22, N, Y.
July 26, 1945
[~ ws_rosgy . CRAE NN AT Ml )

Dear Bob-

For weeks I have longed to write you and just

tell you all the grand things that have happened in N.Y.
for I felt that you would enjoy them too. Each noon hour
as I attend St. Paul's chapel I cannot help but put you
in those robes and think of the day when you too will be
a minister, But, I kidded myself into thinking that I was
too bugy to write - and Just put it off. I am more than
gorry that I did for now your letter of July 11th has come
and I hesitate to write anythilng.

If anyone knows the power of a letter I ought to,
Many a one I have received 1n Burma that upset me for days
and when I would try to answer it the person who wrote it
would have forgotten what was sald. Consequently I have
tried to be careful - but seemingly I have failed mliserably.
It seems unfair to ask forgiveness - I lardly know what
to write for I am afraid it wlll be misunderstood. So,
Just know Bob, that I'm just a sinner saved by grace and
that no one could make more mistakes or fall shorter of
Christ's example than I do!

As I try to peck this out I stop every other word
and look out of the window at the Empire State Bullding and
Rockerfeller Center - and then at the children playlng on
the street. It is a far "piece" to Karachl from this sit-
uation. It 1s another world.There's only one safe guard
that I know and that is love, And so I must move on from & -
place where I knew you as & person to argue with (as I did
in Augusta) - to one whom I prgyed for - and prayed most
that I mgght believe in you (my place since you've been 1n
the service) - to one of love. If I love you, not because
of what you believe or what you can do - but love you as a
pergon for yourself - then I need not worry for love 1s
kind - is not puffed up (and you know the rest better than
I do.) My prayers are no longer for you but with you. I
covet yours, Don't be almmmed - it is no romantic love -
but the kind that I hold for Milton, and John, and Dick,and
George - and scores of others whom I believe in, ‘

Isn‘t;irue that if you read the books which are mean-
ingful to a pérson that you often understand that person better
My guide is Rollo May's The Art of Counseling, In it he des-
cribes a religious worker - and what he should be, Would it
be possible for you to find a copy over ther? If you would |
care to read it 1I'11 be glad to send you one - then we would |
not have to write and hurt each other - for perhaps we would
better understand what is below the surface.

This 1is a poor gort of a letter. I've stayed home
from school to write 1t, I leave for school each morning &
at 7:50 and my last class ends at 3 P,M., - then I work in
the kitehen of Stouffer's restaurant from 4 to 9:30 P.M. add
study later - It is necegsary to make ends meet - but I
am thankful I can do 1it. Understand me when I say, Love,

iy~ WX



July 28, 1945
LA i U G Dl AL B TN

Dear ‘Bob,

gtartéd a letter to you yesterday and realized I didn'tihave
the mainm thing L was wrilting about' - Tom Holdsworth's address. T
heard fro'm hishmothel ‘yesterday and here 'is. the address: ‘

Mz . Tom Holdswor'th
Venesta Lid.
Kamarhati

24 Fergammery
Bengal < lndia

I hope you can meet him: end havée.a good ‘time = I have no idea
where Bengall is in relation to'your place but \lll Jook it up on the
rap when I have time,

Mrg. Holdsworth (Cousin Florrie), his:mother, 'said that if ever
any of my . friends called on-Tom:they would get a big welcome, =0 I
hope you can go.  If youdo; give me the'low-down.  T!Ve never geen
any ‘of . these eousins, althouzh one Oof them came to Philadelphia when
I was im Washinghton, "but he hought L would be too tired from my trip
Prom Augusta to see him!ittl C an you imagine '‘that. Mrs. Florence
Holdsworth {whence comes the Florrie) 1s ny mother!s first cousin -
her father ‘wasliatthew Hutherford:..l believe, who' was my ‘grandn nother's
brother. -« My gr¢ncwothe“ 1ived with us all mv ll;e until 1929 so I
feel a 1ittle .close torthat side of the family

Guess what% * John ‘Booth cime to town and ecalled mie up’but I was
out, .Wasn't that disgustingt I was so surprised that he called me
amd would have got such a- kick out of talking to him, ©Damn.

The 4th Diwv, ¢rrAved and Carlos called me last Saturday from
New York. Connection was "wonderful - sounded as. if he'were right in
the room and he saild 1 sounied the mame. He is very 'tired and econfused
and ‘although he hag 35 days' furlough he is not coming down' beocfuse
they hdve to report back to Fort Dix, They will Dbe stat honedat
Camp Butpner, 'N, C_,, near Durham, -later on for further trdlﬂln” and he
e xpects to ccle on down' then ., He thought l would ‘eome up to New York
and I would ‘hive one whale of a good time with that gang - if I could
take it? -~ but L cantt get away from the o;flce at this time, nor do I
feel 1ike braving trawel c¢onditions while the boys are being deployed.
If they were not coming down to N.C. later d would try togo, of course.

Everybody is ready to go so I will-haveto stop. Bill got another
10 ‘days extension - g furlough of 6Q days - can you imagine it. I think
they just want his bed. . at the hospital anl he doasn't need medical
attention - besides *-5 budgy is ‘the one who gives out the fur loughs.
He left on June :6th and expects. to be back august 7th, Gosh,*wish T
dfdn't have to stoo -~ I'm going good now! Howeyer, I've kept everybod
15 minutes overtime now'! 8o see how expensive this letter is!

Hgst regards,




July @, 1945
o R R T LY

Dear Bob, " ah STt | e (10810

What ‘a.jab I have! being able to write a letter 'at this time
- of day @nd not get fired. However, I am "standing in the need of"
conversatiom with a friend *right now, so I will take one of my
famous ®ten-minute vacations", (Enough of these, and your day is
quite pleasant!) : : ' - 5

Your letter this morning was a delight to receive and to read,
4ind 1 always enjoy.your e¢lippings so much, and 'am always relaxed
when I know 'that you appreciate my little jokes., (I'm thinking
particularly of the one &bout looking for a certain English cousin
of mine in India, which I know is lousy with Englishmen - sometimes
literallyl) The thing that leaves me absolutely frustrated and limp
is when my humor is not understdod, and this frequentl'y happens to
me becauge- Imight not at the time have the physical energy to put
the snap in the words or the light in my eyes. A4 lot of people, you
know, don't recognize wit or humor unless these things acecompany it.
They simply think I am sour, when'I am really pulling & darned good
piece of wit, T wring my hands figuratively on-such oceasions, and
pray to God for one ‘understending soul, (This isn't just fum - T
feel this lack sometimes very keenly). R ; B

Recelving your letter this morning was strange, ' For some un-
accountable reason 1 was thinking of you yesterday quite déflnitely, .
and had decided definitely to look up your last letter and write to
you today. .Coincidence, eh? . : '

While I think of it, Jimmie Hanahan here showed me several days
ago a letter from Henry Shaefer (to Mr. Conger sbout business) and in
it he said that he is now teaching naval communications and seamanship
at Columbia University! Wish I had a copy of the letter (will make
one 1f possible -~ Jimmie is out of town now) to send you, as he gave
a brief resume of service which would be interesting to you.

I looked for your letter in which you commented on Bill, but
seem to have misplaced it or left it home. For heaven's sake, lay off
that Mrs. business! I could see Bill tearing his hair and heading for
the first deep lake or river. Like mogt bachelors, he is terrified of
behg *Tied Down™ (and I use the capitals knowinglyi. He has almost a
phobias on it, Now I have no desire or intentiion of Tying Anybody Down
and it .amses me to have it assume any importance, especially as the
persan afraid never seems to realize that perhaps theremight be same
nice things about being tied down, or that the female in question
might not like being tied down either, or that there might be enough
understanding of 1ife between them not to make the yoke uncomfortable,
Bill is a wery complex person and I found it hard to discuss things
with him because he was so wery reticent about his own feelings and
l1ife. However, I think most of his fears come from being afraid he
will hurt sauebody else by his shortcomings, He is very generous ang
kind, amd I'm afraid somebody has takem advantage of that at one time
and hurt him very mueh, This is all a guess, however. He left# June
6th on a 30-day furlough and I have had one card and one letter from
him sinece that time. Don't know what has happened or whether he is
st1ll away on an extension of time. He said when he left that he woul g
¢all me from Denmark, §, C., which meant that he assumed I would meet
him when he arrived by bus at Augusta, He has been very busy helping
% friend in a dairy in Pa. on his furlough, but I wonder2%..,......,
I enclose two cards from him, just for *atmosphere™. He has a good

»
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sense of humor.: The card from Ollver General was sent me while I
was seeing him practifally every day, and btaking him back to t he
hospitel in my ear, I sent him some jokes, .etc., and signed the
letter Toodle-o0o, so that is where he gets. the Toodieo 2U2. . The
yaller card was sent on this furlough, He was a sergeant but was
bugted for talking back to & dietician in England in the hospital.

He has only recently mentioned that he might try to get his rating
bagk, but prior to that he concentrated on wanting to get out of the
army.. I have an idea he is spending this furlough, to a large extent. .
inm getting setiled .@bout a job.. He'has had several offers in his own’
previous company (life insurance -Metropolitam), and also an offer of

a political-office if he would run.” Well, he gets the news and knows
what's happening, so when he does get back I imagine I will have a

good time listening to all of it.

T111 tell you all my side of things now, since it would be en-
tirgly too obwious to'bring.your letter out and answer it! ‘

.- I wonder how you spent the 4th of July over there? I spent mine
-working at the house and for the Red ¢ross. Most people I heard of
- spent 1t workimg either at the office or home. Things were very guiet
here - mo accidents at all,which is remarkable - and I &idn't see any
"fantastics" until about & p.m. and then only two or three children.

I am reading "Berlin Diary®* -~ better late than never, I suppose.
The trouble is that I buy books and then people borrow them and I for-
get I haven't ‘read them. T found this over at Margaret's and was much
surprised when she said it ‘was my book. It is quite exeiting, and be-
lieve me, Brother Shirer really got around and observed things tog.:
It is hard to bel ieve that & man so obviously mad could lead a whole
country into ruin asﬂhﬂ”ﬂid. The Diary also gives me the creeps about
Rugsia, whom I'wve never trusted anyway. She has so obviously changed
sides whenever it was expedient for her, and thinks no more of treaties

than Germany did.,

Thanks f'or that Iittle word about my being one of your favorite
correspondents, I can use some nice words like that right about now,
Your letters are brightsspots for me too - interesting and well written
amd showing a curiosity about life without which a person holds little °

interest for me,

I céan not imagine why we haven't heard from the Holdsworths in
such & long time. They were in the thickest of the defense area, their
own children part of the time not being allowed to visit them. Their
son- was buying a home and it was blowm to bits by the Germans. I hope
nothing has happened to them recently. I suppose everybody is Jjust
plain busy over there, However, you might write to Mrs., Herbert
Holdsworth, "Anok®, Tye Comman Road, Billericay, Essex, England, if you
like and see if you can get her son's address from her. Tell her I
suggested that you do this, '

What a story Jshm Booth fabricated! He should go far in the
journalistic world! Mueh to my disgust, chligrin, and embarrassment
1 am of the introvert type and am always surprised when I find othep
people with bad inferiority feelings, thinking, of course, that I .am
the only one! That is one of the things tha&t worries about noftt having
more contmet with more people - probably gome of thogse truths woul d

finally be dinmed into my thieck head and I wot d :
the QWEIB" of things a5 S, e Do mesxher atous 3ﬂeina
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but Billy?s mother

Did you know Billy Hogem? < He was shot down over Rangoon and was missi
:

aiden pald his insurance and the Govt wanted to

poceph 1%,

Must have been terrible.

%

He 1s at home now and I talked to him Thursday n

I can imagine how John would have developed an inferiority :
complex under the conditions you-deseribe, as I got a beauty myself
under somewhat similar conditions - the struggle, I mean. Feople
never know what the other fellow is .going through, and children are
so terribly impressionable.  Being one of four childrem reared on a
teacher's salary, I can understand some of the hardships. I used to
be quite embarrassed when I went to high school because T couldn't
afford street car fare both ways, and coulédn't afforad any lunch at oL
all, I worked in the lunch room for 'two sandwiches a day. Some” Wages
eh? ALl the time, I had the most valuable thingsin the world -- a :
goad background in my family, and a perfectly sup erhuman mother, who :
charted her course and never once turned baeck or grumbled aboeut it, ‘
She taught in the morning, cooked for us, end made all our clothes, 1
even to my two brothers! -- in.addition to supporting her mother for ”
twenty-some-odd years and oceasionally a brother, sister, or in-law.
I don't see how she did it, and she says' mow she doesn't know either,
The only thing thatmatters so much about poverty is the worry it
brings, and of course.the limitations in edueation it puts on people.
As you say, we should seek to cultivate a happy temper and a generous
spirit, than which there is nothing more attractive or God-like.

“ Thanks for your adviee about not glving up my job and going into
town. . Fortunately for me, I had a job in town once, and really knew
underneath it all-that it was not what I wanted. Since writing yow
last, I got stewed up about all the raises that were being given and
none eoming my way, when I have really sweated for this place ‘at aif-
ferent times in work that was'not my job really, so I sat myself down
and put my thoughts on paper --- which, thank goodness, were put dowm
with jexceptional calm and lack of feeling, I thought. I got exn answer:
asking me to wait until he (the pres.) came down in June and I agreed.
We finally got around to it six weeks later, during which time I was as
sick as anybody you ever saw, worrying about having to squabble with a
man who was a born talker and salesmam, and who c ould always outtalk me .
So, I sat myself down agaim and put my thoughts on paper again, and
when he came down there was not even a discussion. He sﬁmgly told me
how he 'had arranged to give me exactly what I asked for. suppese he
saw my mind was made up, : :

There are many things about this place that are diseouraging, as
in all jobs, I only wish I oould not see the inefficienciles and un-
fairnesses, and could work along as I dld when I was 17 years old -
thinking the world was a great big place and all I had to do was my
little typing, ete. The trouble is thaet I know my present job backwards
and forwards, and am ready to advance, and there is nothing to which I
can advance here. Thers is an excellent ogportunity for them to open g
gort of ®"personnel™ or "personal relations” department, whieh I think 1
would like to handle, but that ig far far ahead of the progress at thig
place. If a man disagrees, he is fired, no matter how long he has Workeq
sometimes, I would like to see the man brought in and given a chanee tq
tell his side, and have a fair minded person to arbitrate, but I would be
Laughed at here if I mentioned it. That is only one of tk things that
cuald improve this place. . Instead of that we go backwards, the pres,
sending his brother back 4s manager, and he not knowing how to diseipling
himself, much less others. The morale of workers working for someone they
do not even respeet, mush less like, is of course practically down to
sed level, and it even reaches me. What is the use of getting enthusiagy,
about your job when the top man slows up everything and shirks his OB, 1o
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However, I know that I have an easy time, and especially camsidering
the salary I get, plus transportation, ' I suppose most things are
dependent on the way one fleels dnyway, and when I am feeling '200d, thisg
place gives me & thrill - T always get a thrill when I near the actual
construction of samething or can see . results. . It is when I am made to
feel "little® (as this man is very good at) that I' get really mad!
That trait of making somecne feel little dis a good indication that the
man is 1ittlle himself. N ;

I got Beryl Bredemburg Eubanks to substitute for me in July, on
account of the heat's being so bad for Mom; at the ehurch, I mean!
I thought' I could help prepare dimmer and thus save Mom some work in
the heat. -The ehurech closes for August, so that means I hayve'my week-
ends for two months - which is really wery nice. 1t seems Beryl leost
her voice for a while but is getting it back, and, of all things, some-
body told me: she didn t have much wWolume! I always thought thai{ was
what she did have!  She seemed -delighted to substitute for me, and they
say she reads music like lightning. : .

Barl 1s rather nice (I never ‘liked him before), but it 1s pathetic
the way he ig so thrilled over different girls who show him a little
attention - I mean the ones who come here on the stage, ete. I feel
sorry for him when he shows their letter, or something, as it is such
a dead give-away about his lack of force or lack of being able to find
somebody for himself, I suppose when he is 90 he will still be showing.
pletures of beautiful women and the letter they wrote him'! ......c...
Don't think I.am eriticizing him - I just feel sorry for him, but perhaps
this is migplaced sympathy. I was early to choir praectice (another
thing that annoyed me - 1 ALWAYS have to wait 15 or 20 minutes on the
others) several weeks ago, so I walked up to Gardellle's and bought a
cool drink. As I was walking back, a'man came up behind me and said,
"Hi Babe, where yva going?' 1 looked around and it was Earl, and he
told it several times at cholr practice thinking that he had shoeked me;
I was delighted to see that he had that much spunk. -

I would like to mee your gang - especially the Sikh, complete with
beard and turbam! That must be & sight. "ARittle did you th ink™ when
you were at the Q&S that you would ever be in such a place at such a
time an@ in such surroundings, eh what? You should have a pieture made
and send it back here, To me, would be best, of course!

I had a birthdsy’' in June, and recelved a card from Martha Craig,
although T seldom see her now. We still think as much of each other-~._
it is just harder these days to get together. Haven't seen the Mcclures
in a long time - sent them an Augusta telephone book inx case they needeq
one, but haven't heard a word.

I had heard of the editor of the Lamar, Me. paper and his poligy

of truthfulness, but am glad to have the clipping. I think 1 shall
subseribe just for fun, and this elipping gives me the necessary addreg
A little more publieity of that sort, and 1 imagine a lot of unnecessan,,
side-stepping by individuals would be curtailed, However, I would cer,F
tainly hate to be the butt of one of his articles! He must have to ]
a very careful life himself, or maybe he keeps things about himself o,
of the paper! 1I'm sure he can't be perfeet. I liked that toueh aboyy
"God‘ it was bedly managed® too, although I disagree with him in Saj’
that®there never was a better girl tham Jenmie" ~-- after all, there
a lot of ®abies born BEFORE wedlock, and Jennie's wasn't, Jemnie/
Just demmed lucky that Don married her after all! s
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‘This begins to look like a book - and not & best-selléf,'eiﬁher.

" Hope it doesn't. floor yow but I'm having a whale of & good time eXcept

tha % I'm sure there are lots of things in here I would have a terrible
time backingup all the time.. Why don't I keep my mouth shut? ' But as T
said once before, consistency be dammed.” I'm just mad@ I didn't 'say
consisteney be dammed about 20 §ears ago, but at least T'am letting it
be ‘damned ewentually. ' (Well, can ‘throw caution to the winds for . a
few minutes anyway, cen't I% I'll heive -to go back to typing letters
about poles ina few minutes - let me be free a while!) (By the time I
fdnish this it will hdve made me feeli so, good I will think I've had a

" highball'or two).

It seems the 4th Division is due to land ih:the UsS. the last of

this week sométime - they left France on July 5th, the paper said. T
. can hardly. imagine they are back agaim. I suppose we will be getting o

long distance call from Carlos soon, or pekhaps will be ‘startded some
evening by having a dark-complexioned kangaroo come bounding up the
gteps yelling at the top of his lungs and flinging his long thin arms .
around. He hasn't a place to stay in the U.S.,'so I suppose he will
head for our house.  He is.s0 excitdable it will be‘a show to see him .

~and he will try to talk out everything at once.

I was invited to go up to Spring Lake Beach, N. ., on mny vacation

by lrs. Evelyn Simpson, nee Evelyn Petit of Cracker Box! fame, She saig’

the beaech was restricted for dogs, "Jews, and women in slaeks. ' After
learning the rates and costs of things there, I wrote her that it seemegq

to be restricted for working girls alse, and that I would not be coming

up. I ‘don't want to travel on' the trains or buses now anyway, as they

ape at their most crowded time, due to Weterans' returning, and I have a
ride to Jacksonville Beach in august with three other girls if I give

them two "A"™ tickets -- four weeks' supply of gas for me. I have de-

cided on the Jacksonville Beach idea, though, and after giving my word

have had an invitatiom to go to Sea Island Beach and use the Ed Douglasg'g
cottage. (My cousin works in his office and he offered 1t to the girls i A
the office). What a time! I looked for a new bathing suit saturdeay ang |
the only one I liked was $10.98 at Belk-Luke's ---.the store supposed to . |
be "cheap"! X decided there wasn't much a bathing suit could do about )
my “figger" anyway, so I will take my old one - after al'l, I can stand j
anything. for a week, end I'We given up hope of meeting the well-known :

- "Prince Charming® on a vacation!! I've had 'the rose-eolor taken out of o

my glasses anyway, and Princes Charming 1 can't imagine!  (4nother name
is ®"getting o0ld® < ha'tha!)

You should have seen me painting our bathroom several weeks ago, ;
I really should have charged admission. I had on a bathing suit, black !
suede pumps, and a smell bath towel tied around ny head. Later on, of it
course, I added to my costume large spots of yellow paint andwhite paing
and ‘beads of perspiration. The cholce performance was when I tried to ot
gaint in the corner baek of the tub - one elbow rubbed the paint off the W
eft wall while my head rubbed it off the wall in front of mel! For o
future reference; the only trouble asbout painting in a bathing suit, is ,i
that I got paint all over me, not the suit only. I had a speckled chesgy | o
and nose and large yelleow spots on my lower extreméties. I have muech 8|
more respeet for painters than ever before, and will never agaim be
irritated with them for spillling a few spots on the floor. They are in.
deed remarkadble people. Well... here agaln I have not left room to tapep "
off this letter gracefully., I will just have to stop abruptly, Write m&.
again, and thanks for your fine letter this moming, that raised my Bn..

2t least to & point of visidility. W '
. g i g oW
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Rz & wildl begin agaim. I'm in’ a foul mo@d---*dowm with men" moed--~ . &
3  “today, sa 1'd better work myself .out of it at your expense; -
ARt wish T hadn't grown up thinking men were the stronger 88X-=--
‘they -are tle biggest bables, sometimes. T'm so sick of being
the: goat in an office .l can hardly stand Aee ot _

P ZE" .

e thoroughly enjoyed your Holiday in India, ahd will read
- it again because my first trip through it was 50 hurried. I
‘let Margaret read it "end she enjoyed it toe, and then Earl DelL. '
read it. - He.said& he thought it was very. well written. Ltm el BN
‘,thinking of gtarting « lending library. Wlth e ,

VR We have started choir pr&ctice agaln and it was. fum, Emily,
_however is going to have a baby -in Februﬁry, so she hag had to

give up "the ehoir on doetor's orders until after that time. Mrs.
Lueas is pinch= ~hitting on ‘the organ again. Emily is & peach ~ ' -

she is so refreshing to me be se .of her frankness and lack of i
inhibitions, especially beceuse -I know she had to.go’ through fire B
to'get ‘that way., Her father is a wery narrow-minded Methodis® [ ;
minister, and I think she was wonderful to overcome some of tha i K
things she did. ‘ Ay

. My friend Bill is'still hemaand very attentive, However I'm
afraid he is a real bachelor, so get that romantical idea out’ of
your mind; ‘I'm afraid I've had enough of getting along with men
in offiices for the last twenty years anyway! He is really very
nice, but like all bachelors; a. little afraid of life. He is ' '
making a wonderful transition to civilian 1ife (which he hasn't . ‘
really made yet) but I mean from actual battle-field to our 11re hera.

5ty

il

Bill and I and four others drove over to Columbie on the 15ﬂh..
We went to the Country Club, whick is owned by a GI friend of two *
of .the boys in. our group, and thén to the Elks Club, -Bill is 2 \
past exalted ruler in his home tow so of courge they always give
him a nice welcome. The Columbia c@ub, however, is purely comuer-
clalizgdg on Fort Jackson, and ls w se than a Service Club. Bill
was ghocked to see their ac tual 1o room full of GI's drinking
beer and hard liquor, some of them sitting Tight under the ¢harter
and the star (whatever the star means). It did give one a pecullar
geeling that they would allow sguch 1n the inner sanctum of a brother~
ood.

Speaking of rides, which we can againi thank goodness, you -
should hear about my nyacation® and I say this with many reservations.
My vacations are notoriously Johamhs, from the time I met & boy amd hig
mother and went to Chicage to the time I intended to visit a family
and the mother broke her hip. I did meet the boy and his mother and
after starting on the trip found that I was the only one in the bunch
who had a single penny!!! THAT wes a LULU, I've never been more

mlserable, Well, to get OBt oasansss




'f week, which T detest but-which I had to agree to because the others
wrked at the arsenal, (Later I learned they didn't have ta do that

(the car owner) called and. . asked me if T.could goc on the 15%h

“Atlantae: on the 15th.and }6th and we would have.to go down on'the

. _.wag my main,reason for going on 4 beach vecation. Beach vacations

‘well, gnd had'no ‘good bathing suit, She hed arranged everything I
Lwith the Government before calling me and said that it would be -

. disgusted.

as I1f it were burning up. We ‘Jumped out and took the suitcases out

.exhaust pipe had started something to burning. We coasted back to

nor a store in sight. I was disgusted sure enough them. I got out anq

Pirst, I wes invited to go to Jacksonville Beach with two
girlsidt the arsenal in their car. This 'was fine, because gas. ' .
rationing was still on. Everybody was to chip in two gas ticKets,.
whicH suited me all right,  We had to leave in the middle.of the' .~

if. they didn't use publie transportation). 'So, -everybhing was
planned for August 8th, 4 few days before that time one of them

instead, "I sald yes., (I know my people here thought I was nerts)’
So, all was get for the 1Sth, A few days before the 15th, the same
car owder called and sald that she had to attend a econference in
busg, ~the arrangement being that' she would go to Atlanta in her car
and come’ on down to the beach when the conference was over, using
OUR, tickets., I protested immediately, saying that the auto trip

do not appeal to me nowj as.l can't see without my glasses very

‘too"much of a job to change that. I suggested we go in ny car and

wishe,ga om public transportétion, sinee there were three of us' and

only ‘one of her, She finally agreed to this and we were to start
Wednesday morning at 7:30 o'clock. Monday aftermoon, I went to the
Partridge “Ipn: Beauty Shoppe to get a.manieure for the trip, and -
lo and behold the two girls were there and' they informed me they . . N
were .not going @t all! One's vecation had been cancelled' (she saig) |
and the. other just decided she'd better not go. I was thoroughly

Iicalled my cousin Bessde White, whom I knew intended going
down on the 19th and asked if she would like to go with us. She
said she would, sec she telephoned her landlady down there and asked
if she could put up two more girls. So we started out on Sunday the
19th!  About 18 miles odut of Augusta, the réar end of my car looked

of the trunk but could locate nothing exeept that it appeared the

the Alfrimd Lombard's and Mr. Lombard said he -thought it would be
safe to go back to Augusta.. Since it was Sunday, the shops were
closed, so we went to Graham's Taxl place (Preston Graham having
married my first cousin) and hed their mechanic put in a new exhaust
pilpe, and new fan belt, We 10st three hours that way,

Everything was all right until we got about 5 miles out on the
Jacksonville Beach Road, and the FRONT end seemed to be Burning up
then, We called a mechanic and he promised to be out in 45 minutes,

We gave him an hour and a half's time and then called again. He

came out ' and stepped on the starter and the car started up. He lookea
at me as if I were one step lower than &n 1idiot and said nothing was
the matter. I told him I knew there was. He sald there was nothing he
could de, charged me $5.00 and sailed merrily away. We drove about

two miles and the same thing happened, only now it was 2 hours later
and we were stranded on the beach road at 10 p.m, with not & house

tried to flag somebody down, but I'm sure they thought(and I don't
blame them) that I was a decoy for some thugs inside the car, so they




sailed on by. (I m depending on the ract that you hava plenty of time

"4n India to read all this), Pinglly & man stopped and sinece he had had
-8n ‘old auto, once he.knew how to look for the treouble. It was'a leaking

radiator hose .and we had nothing to patch it with. .Wwe finally stuck
‘mateh stems 1f it (all this while the highway patrol stood guarﬂ) ‘and

the men askéed if we had anything he could use to:dip water. -T gave him

b, my thermos Jjug and he dipped water from the ditches at the side of the .

» ‘road (thaunk s aven it had rained for two weeks previously) and filled the i
“‘radiator, . He laughed and said he was putting in fRogs and mosquitoes.
' He was a wonderful person - very good loaoking, well educated, and with q

yery auick mind, His wife and 1ittle girl were with him and they were
most attractive. He led us into the beach and right to where we were

staying, after first making sure we had reservations.

Episode at the beach!: The next morning the tire appeared to.be

going flat on the right front wheel. (I had four new ‘tires and had thought

I would ‘at deast be free of tire trouble. I had also had a complete

< check made on tHe car--$7.50~-before I left, which evidently had not

" ‘been a eheck-up &t all), ‘Margaret took the car 4o a garage and had the

tire fixzed. She also patched the radiator hose with friction tape. I,

in the meantime had:fallen UP the stairs at the Lodge and’ almost broken
my :toe ‘and 'my £0o0t swelled and. got so blue I couldn t wear any but the
_very eldest shoes I had-taken with me, | : ¥

One of the girls we met ‘at the beach, from augusta head a brother‘-~
there who was a mechanic, so I asked him to take the car into Jacksonville
and give it another complete check-up.. He brought it back to the beach

‘on' Saturday night and sald he would be willing to go to california inm it.

(knowing mechanics, I kept my fingers crossed and my face straight).

“Sunday morning we started out on. the return trip, and about 18 miles this

‘glde of Jacksonville, egain in & wvery lonely spot, the front tire began

to go down,., I said, "Girls I think that tire 1s.going down," and they
said hopertlly, "Oh’ no, the 'road is just graded for this curve." Never-
theless, I pulled off the highway and, there it was. ‘That same dammed
tire, Wall we kmew we had to change it. A ’colored man came along at’

“the rate of about ,000003 miles per hour and I asked him ‘if he would help

us and he said, "Lady, I'm trying to cateh a bus", and knowing ‘how far he
would misg the bus at his rate of speed I felt moTe sorry for him than for
us, I opened the trunk and tock out the sultecases, And let me say here,

I will NEVER NO NEVER be a redcap. I NEVER got so tired of lifting suit-
casgses in and out fn my life. We had 'all Just taken one each, 80 of course
they were large ones. I disecovered that somebody had removed ‘the screw
driver from the trunk, and I thought the hub cap would floor up to begin

with. However K I remembered that I had once thrown an 0ld windshield wiper

in the ccmpartment and I looked and thar it was, ‘I used this as a serew

driver to get the hub cap off. Besgie and Margaret got the jack under the
car and we went to WOrk. We had worn shorts and bathing suits at the

heach o much, we didn't even think how we looked - we just yanked up our

' dresses, sat down on the highway and changed that tire. I'm sure it didn't

take us more than 10 or 15 minutes.

We "flew" inte Cgllahan at the terrifie rate of 35 miles an hour and
had a man fix the tire while we ate lunch, The tire was syhthetic and it
had melted down into blobs of "rubber®, The tube was prewar but seemed to
be all right. That men ecouldn't find anything wrong with the tube elther,
but I deelded to leave my spare on - & recapped pre-war tire. We came on’
and finally peathedl Wadley about 7:30 p.m. I was almost sjick and thought
surely I would have t6 ask one of them to drive, My eyes were hurting

terribly and 1 was beginning to be nauseated. However, we ate a light
supper and that little bit of food corrected all my troubless I felt like

1
!
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&' million dollars from there on in. On checkingup, I found-that the « 1
.0y repairs to the car were approximately $49.00 and the gas and 0% ¥ on i
| .l nithe trip was.$9.8%, making a total cost of. $58.37. ¢ <+ The ‘bus. fare
S o yowhd trip to Jacksonvillé Beach 1s §8.49, Filgure it out for yourself! |

However, I know that my car is old and this long trip showed up troubles{f
that wouldn't-have developed in town, and also gave me’ a good story,

_ The etterifron Hedry about. wiich I wrote you was written to Me.
-~ Conger who gsent: it to Jimmle ' and I guess Jimmie sent it back to Mz

~ Conger, ' I told Henry when he was here last that he certainly had seen -
i@ 1ot of the world, and he said, ®you mean .a 1ot of water." So you

. can be thankful you are not in the Navy, . Everybody I'have talked to
from overseas seemed to mind' the water trips more thag gnything;

4 0iThe Ciyic Music 'Association 'banqiet will be held on October 1st,
and-rather than strugegle I told Mrs. Craig I would take. some of the -
-cards, I th;nk she 1ikes us 2ll:to get-together at the supper anyway.

I was over,to Mrs. Craig's Saturday night to play bridge - guests
were. Caroline Brown, Maty Lou Barwlek, and me. I'had 'a very nime time,
Haed good hands for two ‘rubbers and then lousy ones - one faecé card most
of the time! ' ' : Piale _ Pk :

I believe I t01diyon about Bex's death, dtdn't T2 . We surely do

miss him. I hope Margaret will get another'dog because she misses

Rex more than any of us do befause she had to take care of him for ﬁo'
long. - - gl ' : : :

The Jewish people sponsofed a Forum series here for -several years,
and this year they decided to let everybody in on it if one or two
other organizations would assist. I believe the Womeh's Advisory

Gouneil is in on it - dt any rate, . I bought two tickets. The speakers
are . as follows: ‘

Vincent Sheean, Foremost Writerand Journalist, Oct. 8
Kumar Goshal, noted authority on India, January 31
Mauric¢e Hindus, famous author Bn Soviet Russia, Feb. 19
Dr. Sgephen S, Wise, leading American rabbi, Peb, 27

The tdckets were obly $3.30 eéach and they will be held at the
Music Hall, I have heard Rabbl Wise on the radio and he is marvelous.
I am looking forwerd to hearing all these men. Who knows, you may be
back in time for one or two%? ... Or are you coming back to Augusta?

Well, I must stop afid get to work. Page'® 4g .4 hangover from the
letter I wrote on the 19tk. I'm in a better mood now, and I hope I
haven't transferred my previous mood %o you with this letter. I'm
trying to do too many things these days, but I hold onto my volunteer
Jobs because I will need them when Bill leaves. Bill says I have too
many jobs, but I see mno reason to give up everything for him when he
will just say "togdle-oa" some day and 1 will have to start over. I
never liked the kind of people whose loyalty lasted just so long as
there was nothing else they preferred to do, If I say I will a0 a Jjob
1 ecertalnly will try to do it. 1f L cam't I will "Joln out" altogether,
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. $12.29 £Or the series, but I am no% .getting any tickets. I feel sure.
=7 that many things in Augusta .during the season will conflict, so I will

. ‘know Augusta,’

1 neurotic women who hug their pet grievances to them and won't let go. ,
J I think the greatest lesson sme can learn ig to learn to let go of things,
Nothing can be permanent, and. the sooner we learn to take things as they

| Lord intended us FIRST to enjoy this life, and to live an abundant 1life
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ﬁﬁfbarloslhas’enirolléd'ét Peabody Conservatory in ﬁalfima:e'for :
piano leésgns, I do hope everything will go well with him, as.he is
8imply cerdZzy about a piano and I'm sure wouldn't be happy in another
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Ed Nillingh&m'has a fiﬁa serieg of éoncarts.for the season. "He is
having reserved seats, too, which is an advantage. The best seats are

Jjust buy separate tickets to his coneerts. if I want to go. r The Civie
Mysic is.going to bring the PittsBurgh Symphony Orchestea, I believe;
Serkin, the pianist, and the Russian Ballet, and several others to.be.
chosen later, Everybody is complaining about the way the children have
been allowed to ruin the concerts by running around, swueeling, and
giggling ‘all the time, during the performances, and I do hope scmething
will be done about it this year - everybody has doubts of that, ‘however.
Emily: said she would refuse to support the series unless something is

“done, 'but then she is only'one person and a newcomer &t:that, and you

With all the things I have to do now, I often look.back and wonder
why I used to think I didn't have anything to do., There is really mo .
reason for a person to get lonely or pity himself if he will just look
.around outside of his own little sphere. I Teel terribly sorry for these

come and let them go as they go, the bextter off we are., I believe the

Byl ’ gelves in His hands and saying that.His w
dg&g. For many -years, I thought T should pray for ecertain things and
certain people--- not asking for things, but asking that: this person or

that persom be spared, ete.---and it worried me because I realized I didn't
know what was right for anyone.. Then it was thaet I realized all I had to

do was to pray that God's will be doneE and the burden of decision was
‘removed, and not only that,6 entrusted to a will far wiser than mine. Now

it 'is so easy to say, "if it is Thy widl, may such and such happen".

To, be & real Christian is to be really free, if people only realized it. = =

We took a lot of. pictures at Jacksonville Beach and they turned out

luell. I like to take pictures and if 1 had money I woilld make that my

hobby. The ones of me, however, look like the "Before™ ads of the DuBarry:
Charm Course, Even Mom said, "¥ou aren't going to show those to Bill,

are you?". Oh well, My heart of gold doesn't show up in the pictures.

Bill takes a good picture (we made some at Lake Ascsuga too) and in one

of them he looks like a girl from the hips dewn. I ha@ fun with it by
putting my hand over the top part and showing it to the gang on our way

to Columbia Saturday afternoon, and one of the boyw 1in the back seat,

gave a meaningxful whistle, He has well shaped slender legs and boy'

did I leok like a couple of plano legs next to his! Aln't it awful??%%%

I must stop end get to work - I've beem "pledsuring® with this letter
for a while,and I'm afraid they'dl dock me! I think you are having
some marvelous experiences, and if they might not geem so wonderful in the
making, Just remember how 1t_w111 gseem when you get back here. You can
always begin a conversation by saying, "Now when I was in INDIA.sssse..."
Which reminds me -- I must take another trip before somebody shoots me -

for another “Now when I was in Mexie0...,.s.M!

Toodle~00 and write again soom. Maybe you should write instead of
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