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jotod @ came into the zlare of the station ligshts and once more felt tie
mﬁnme:: ‘3‘ India's poverty. Who can picture effectively the misery and £ilth,

— e 8, £gY Mohamnsdan salvers; too many people, wamsere of the
of being n boings; greedy, mrasping, striving for oven water and air; brown

& Dow thore and we were safely installed for the trip. Just before we 151 one of

., vode into the Sind Desert, already bright with glare from the morming san.
" misutess A thick volume could be snd probably lms been written about the railway
‘statims of Indim but this is no place for more than a Sussory comuent, & few
_*“tho tracks is a paved platform, level with the floor of the coaches. Befare the

~naked or blind or orippled chil ) garled and wrinkled old crones; always we
tossed something but no mitter how abundant the. gifts, the cry inwriably increased
-as the Wain got in metion. Suddenly & hand shot through the window and grabbed the

e i SR A ROz " dorpe sutdomes, asmsested
were kept dce ooedd in open containers which were £illed with lce ot wericus stakione,
. atops but by thix time the dust and sand from the desert Iad solled everything while

1o the blackness thmt i four-thirty AN T crawled fron tnder my mos-
A1 the-wey %o the araohi Clty Station we roused the coumtryside with our somzs

4

he meannede and degredation of such a scege? HMymn beings sleep in groups of thres.
::; four on the bg'tol mute-spital stained cement floor, oblivious to their volumine
ous raps and to the mngy dogs which edge in closely for warmth, Serwats s
guard the newspaper-wrapped bozes, the blskeis and bags wiich are the luzmge of
the middle classes. Overladen, :i:katy, ::-mhd ox-carts retoh 'bbmufh :': ;n
of waiting _%1 with their sad-eyed sos. Pooples are everywhere, 1: 4 =

skihned people, nmever in couples, always in proups of four, seven or twalve, with
eountless children, These people, more than anything else, are Indis and their very
presence. in such mmbers oppressively reduces me more effectively than vast mownte

o A A dozon coolios mthered upon their heads our iut pile of luggage
and wo $railed then doem The lemgthof the platform to our far. A few amnas here,

ny three Earachi Air Base clerks, ¥r. Marmt Singh, came over %o my window and bade
me farewell., I brisfly pictured the Quirtérmaster Sales Store bDagk at the base and
breathed a preyer that all would be woll when T returned. Then we were under wayl
Past tho high walled mrdens surromding the high-ceilinged stome and stucco houses
of the rich and by the hovels of the poor'we sped. Soon the eity was behind and we

The ‘train stopped at practically every station for five to fiftee:

.darge Banysn trees flank most of the brick or stome staticns and between these and

wheols ceape twrning there is a horde of begmrs, usually children or superammmted
mon and women, . érying frantically, "Bolsheesh, ‘Sahib, boksheeshl™ Did ome hope to
sleep for a féw hours? Clest éﬁ”ﬁh& Alsays there is the same pitiful ory from

sun glasses off the fage of a fellow traveller. fio started up and shouted but it
ws too latel Tndia s no moral law apainst thievery. How much Tndia needs Christd

by Boor and frult Jzfces which

we assed the day. T wrolled my eleeping bag on the top berth and dosed botwsen

for an how or 80. T shuddered when T thought of the Indians sittin
| .t‘h,iﬁ class mhggq_th-y ad no water for drinking, much less hfhin;m?‘ T

- before had we seen so many flies. Up and down the late
* Indian seets,: freshly wilted fruits, apples, pears. re.r . D@ wkers with their

.. -We roashed lakore, capital of ihe Punjab about Sunday noon; T had visited

lahiore before, Imd seen its famous Mall and the mMgnificent cathedral of our church

which is built on the site of the tomb of an ancient

" pagied with more than 600,000 Indfans and only a mnmd‘“ princess. The eity is

1 of Europeans, The reilwmay
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station is aluost wmbearable; no train pulls in or out witho

: : . ; he
swomnas 420 Sirmage:oefuntal spovinans. Setiiass Lhars ace el e ot e,
hanejy balls, poiate eakes, truffles and other cooked items. So the flies -rﬂ'%—
Yemperature toushed 110 dogrees in the shade and Pilth vas triumphenti
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m lIahore we headed into the foathills, elisbing up-and up; many of

~us were gotting our first view of the momtains of India. By midafterncon it was as

“though we wers in another world as we sped through dark tunnels and out over high

tressels. The Himlayas loomed much higher in the distance but even there the land
was $6 rough as to be almost untillable. Just before dust we reached the terminus

of ‘the railmy line, another of India's
‘we dismounted and engaged coolies to load our _
which were waiting to drive us to Barakao Rest € in the ¢ool green hills fourteem
miles beyond the-city. The dust was thick and darimess closed in rapidly but soom

dirty cities, HMawal Pindi; there
ge oato m:n‘l Enplish lorries
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the lorrios stoppsd and ws olimbed out to discover a group of stome barracks with

-builtein beds on which we unrolled our slseping bags and relaxed for & few minutes.

Then supper was ready: cold sliced roast beef, gliced tomatoes, cheese, sliced oniens,

- butteored bumns, beans and hot tea, with halved peaches Tor dessert. After s delight-

g
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fully refreshing shower we "hit the sack”, rardly turning over whenm it bemn to rain
durinz the night and 211 those sleaping on the metal beds outside md to dash 4n

“&ad look for empby bunks, Bddis.and I did take off a half hour right after supper,
though, to sreet three of our colleagues who were returning to Karachi and to let

them cive us. their opinions of the "best things to do®, Bgt. Arshie Adums (West Va.),
T/Sgt. Raleigh ("Pappy®) Yates (Mash.) and Sgt. Gerald Tremaine (1.J.) were most |
enthusiactic about Fashmir end insisted that we plan to includs it on our {tinerary.

In fact, Pappy even further persusded us with the loan of Bs.100 to each of us lest

- . "we vun short. Thit convinced us. -

By 0730 hours we were’ pisked Ltc new lorries and headed Lot the M1lls;

ar hour ia%er wo wore gazing down into green valleys bundreds of Peet below. And st{ll
we olimbed upsard until we were' forced to stop for the motors to 0osl snd the boys to

accustom themselves to the inoressingly rarified atmosphers. We moticed the clouds

above us. clinging to the mouniain sides but after we resumed the joumey we som found

- oursglves amid the clouds which hoversd rownd us &z & mist. Undeterred, we rode on
-and presently rode out into the sunshine above the ¢louds into a littls Indian town

i
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- nost appropristely named, "Swmybank®. There we tranaferred to 0T weapons carriers
. fron Thanspur and began another climb; this time we found the roed aly a narrow trail
- "whigh ¢lung %o the side of cliffs and steep hills, oftimes having been blasted from

solid rock. Our drivers were reputedly-woll-trained Indians but the marrow one-way
roads wore so insecure Iooking that we had no confidemnce until much later when we
sdw how elfectively the barrier system kept all traffic moving in one directiod and
our drivers hed ¢learly displayed their renuine ekill, ak

; . Then we memd ma.mpur and ‘the camp headquarters whore we -stopped to
rezister and pay Re.6/0 for bearer service and laundry during ocur stay. In barracks
020 wo found ‘our two bearers (for 14 msn): Mobammed Hussein, a stoope-shouldered

-old Pellow with a bushy dyed-red beard and twinkling eyes, and his handsoms 18 yr.
©1d nephew, Mohammed Rfriam, a - Jad with broad shoulders, good features, waruly
-black hair and gleaming white teeth. We were bherded off to lunch where a deliclous

through candy - with plenty of fresh milk.

meal was served, complete frou soup

in 'a.ttené;ra fr hcre -
oo 0 Yow Bverstt fr‘-éphnnio,dlar.. ny trsvelling comparion, an ex-~employse of the

Bankers Trust Ceompany, Hew York City, is a "Red Cross Commando” from 'way back, be

@ member of the Soldisrs' Comittee at Karachi's glopntic X.CA. Camelcads ARC Club

Just as Ian on the Soldlers' Committos at the Wheel ARD g:.:b 4t Karachi Air Dase, sc

~we lost no time in finding Ehanspur's famous Valley ARG Club and gaining the goodwill .
- of the @ireotress, Yarjoris Clough, ARC, who was temporarily holding forth alome there
- sluce her colleague was hospitalized. Bv sat down at the pianc and imodiately won

the acclaim of 81l present while T talked over with Mirjorie the prospects for Migh

- Toa at dear lady Cunningham's tomsorrow and the trip %o Srimagr on Thursday. The
- Bpinach, peas, fresh bread, butter, milk, coffes and apple pie. That ovening at the
~Valley Club there was a meeting of all interested in the trip to Fashair and Marjorie

‘earroborated all ttat Arc Puppy and Jerry bed told us. Sgb. George Goldfind.
e s by
| 2 au In guide. The moon was bright, . nei mountain
_¥ops and even piervin; the gloam of ﬁ-m-fﬁ-.mm :
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i 1*&3: & weitor standing there %o supply cie's every wish,
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"'prn"pnrqd ms a.rhnft .bitl; ina '1..:-_55 tiqtubund that was follewed by & cold shower.

 Ev, Sgt. Joba Bryent and T then hiked down to the'Post Exchange to purchase gus,

beer, camera filwm, taleum powder, fruit julces, cigaretties and candy. Down at the
Valley Glub.some of the boys from the 181st General Hospital Band, Malir, got out
their imgtruments and involved Ewerett in a jam session. And so, the morning passed
in musie. After lunch I indulged in the luxury of a shave and facial magsags from
" the camp's Indian barber; total costs 8 Annas (15¢), At 5 PM some 20 of s were
resdy to dspart from headquarteis for Nathia Gali; we picked up Mrs. Broomfield,
wife of the Enclish colonel, 0.C., 8nd passing through Ghora Daka and Dhunpga Gali,
we finally reached the clubhouse at Hathia Gali some 90 minutes later. Mrs, Shelleye
Smith, wife of the Inspsetor Cenersl of the Northwest Prontier Provinces, seemed to
' be the guiding spirit of ‘the party which was splendidly planned, I was presently
involved in extended conversation with beaufiful Cynthis (Praymouth), wife of Mj.
Cheeseran and mother of Kenneth (4) and Penelope (8). Cynthis presented me o Mariam
(Rhangahib), ‘wifé of Maj, JuswintheSingh (absent. in Quetis); she was striking in an
Indian mulberry-design-on-navy sari, Since she is the daughter of Dr. Khansahib,
Prime Minister of the Nortlwest Frontier Provinces (Peshawar, capital) and her
mother is &n aristoeratic English lady, Miriam bad been reared largely in England
and possessed groat poise and savoir faire, Mrs. Khansahib was almost resml in a
great tweed tailored sult with matching hat and weore 'dark glasses even while she
smokeds ool e § ' 3 : : %
' : The Governor, Lord Cumninghim, and: our hostess, lady Cuaninghas, ap-
peared with British General Hatten, fresh from New Delhi by plane for conferences,
Imrediately, both tea and eoffes were served with an elaborate array of canapes,
cakes, rolls, sandwiches, candies, bisquits, breads, espscially welcome fresh’
salads (which we are seldom allowed to'eat in Indin) and other tasteful comcoctions
sufficient to feed twice as iumeny as the 85 British people dnd 20 Americans there.
Cynthia and Marianm kept me well fed hut there were many other charming ladies who
eontinually and' cordially invited us to “try ome 'of these; they're wonderfull® It
was soon evident why Lord and Iady Cunninghan are so popular for I saw an American
Private propelling them out inte the bright smmlight slong with General Hattoam and
Marjorie for & snapshot, Presently I was chatting with two charming ladies who
turned out to be doctors, missionary doctors at that; they help staff a missien
hospital at Tonk, one of the last outposts ofi civilization above Peshawar in the
famous Khyber Pass region {only sbout 200 miles from heres) There were.meny other
interesting peopls, all high in Indian povermment or military positions, but time
waeg short and we had to bid them adien before 7 PM in order to complets the peril-

ous journsy hack beéfore darkness came.

The next morning we got up talking absut the delightful party of
yesterdsy and planned-a return trip fer the daye But the day was lovely and other
GIs with like intentions of gettirig out on the mowntain trails had hired all the
horses. We bribed & ghorawala to hold four.horses for us when they wers brought

“pack at Junehtime, fo, shortly after lunch we got under way. Our Indian gnide led
us omto a trail which was reputedly & shortcut to Dmumga Gali; it ‘proved fo be an

. extremely treacherous ledze-path owned by the Murree Water Trust but within an hour :

; +  highway t) at Dhunga Gali where we watered the horses. I
vé 10t preyiously commented on . tThese Indian horases but & true plebure im evident

when,'T say that one of the horses tock ome drink of water at the trouzh wnd fel)
over = deadl The surprised GI rider was even more stumned. (he was not one of pur
party) when his Indian puide remarked that he (the soldier) would be held respone
sible for the horse's death and was required by law to make complete restitution’

- to the owner. I heard later that Hesmdquarters settled the case out of court for

‘Re, 600 (about $180)s - P : : \
: : Everett, John:and I reached Dale House just as Cynthia and her house
guest, Enilish Burse Elizabeth Bleech, were getting the three babies to sleep so
all five of us repaired to the. community clubbouse. There Everett and I kept the
piano going while John inveigled the chaukidar into building a cheerful fire in
the large open fireplace, The music soon brought over the Inspector Gemeral of the
H.W,P.P. Bolice, his wife, ‘son and daughter, sand & few minutes later, a charming
lady whom we all ocalled "Red" (for obvious remsons) with her son, “Jim", the hand-
_somest little blonde fellow of two I have ever seen, and diughter, Mary (complete
with pigtails.) We had met them all at the party so everyone got right down to
business with eéveral rounds of Scotch, a bottle of brandy from the Isle of Cyprus
in the Mediterranean Sea and a bottle of brandy from South Africa, It beman to
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¢ pain but the party continued quite gay. At tea time word came from Dale House that
En.'-Dﬁo hndp:.mt{to:nﬁin for %u. rruo; the road we descended & series of irregular
“stone steps onto & velvety expanse of lawn under giant fir trees, Everywhere was &
riot of colors the lavender blossoms of the tall mellows (member of the hollyhock
fanily so dear to Enplish gardehers' hearts) was Terribly vital against the green-
ery. of the mountsins above and’there were also the multiecolered nasturtiums, red

. . and orange cannas, pink and purple delphinium, white shastas, roses or every variety

i and hue, giant pansies and perhaps best of all, huge clumps of crimson, yellow or

bronze dahliag, When I met ¥rs. Dale, Cynthia's mother, it seemsd so right to comp-
liment her for such a lovely garden, She was pleased, I know, but graciously pessed
on much praise to her faithful malis E(gar_denarq.)

; Indoors we found the place a veritable menagerie, Grandmother was soon
coaxing the parrot to talk for us but he didn’t relish the competition which ecame
Wi, from three cages filled with canaries which sang lustily., Two huge water spaniels
= came bouncing in and out came the news that there were no less than four pedizreed
“cats around. Kenneth appearsd with an adorable little Tibetan doggie which sp toylike
«+. appeared that we were certain he must be on rollers. But Cynthia explained that she
~~ had purchased him from gome Tibetans who had come down out of the Himalaya Mountains
into Dulu Valley (above Simla) whereithey lad visited, The tiny pup was named "Dolma"
v ‘whieh is Tibetan for "heppiness™, = . :

L

Pkl ¢ Every English tea is & child'm delight growm up, Tea is just an excuse
; for &n endless succession of cakes, cookies, breads, jellies, “jams, toast, honey,
, candies and nuts. But the best part is the good féllowship. ¥r. Dale, introduced to
‘~_us.ag "Jerry", came in and proved to be & great fellow despite his high position in
Indian politics; he and Mras, Dale had accepted another invitation before they imew
.- of our coming so we insisted that they not remain at home on our account. I was snx-—
.., ‘ious for Cynthia and Betty to join us in calling on Govermor and lady Cunningham at
- Governmont House but we decided to postpone that pleasure for another day for it was
vgrowing late and mountain roads are doubly perilous in the twilight and dark.

o Back at Khanspur we resched the Valley Club too late to. get in on the
‘final arrangements for the Kashmir trip so I had‘to undertake to locate S/8st. Bill
Beytagh and pay him the assessment for Everett and myself. Imagine my surprise in
finding that. he was Bill Beytegh, sometimes of the Citizens & Southern Natiomal Bank,
- Savaunah, Georgial We had met before at ome of those memorable George Washinpton's
Birthday Parties which the bank gives annmally at Savannah for its mny employees
all over the states of South Carolina and Georgia, He hastily ammounced that he knew
. sone-of my distant cousins, members of the Homer Peeples family, long associated with

4 Peoples Hardware Company in Savannah, Furthermore, hs is & commmicant of St. Paul's
| . ' Episcopal Church, Savamah, where another cousin, Rev. Nathaniel Peeples (now Fr.
¢ Dayid-Stephen of the Community of the Good Shepherd, Good Shepherd Island, Bluffton,
> South Carolina) was rector for severzl years, But we had to postpene our pleasant

* re scences for the hour was late and I was begimning to feel the effects of that

¥ .25 . The chaukidar awakeneéd us promptly at & AM and we had ocur bagmgs pub
aboard the pickup truck and caught ‘another ride down to headquarters where a light
‘breakfast was sorved, Once mors we said special prayers as we braved the terrifying
road into iybank. There we boarded two blue and yellow busses of the Punjab Trans-—
port Company and began 4 ride only slightly better. From an elevation of 9000' we
dropped down to 4000" so rapidly that it was hecessary for us te stop in order te
.clear our ears of that "ringing noise". At Kohalla we passed through the Kashmir
~ cugtoms and orossed over the Jhelum River, one of the branches of the River Indus
which ‘rises high in the Himalayas and flows across the Sind Desert to the Arabian
Sea at Karachi, soms 1500 miles away, The entire trip is exciting for the road
~ twisting around through the mountains like & smake, is only slighbly wider thu,
] +the width of one car. The traffic is two-way, Picture the scene thusly: there one

‘is packed with sixteen other Americans into an Indian bus with an Indian i
on one side the land rises wp perpendicularly, often actumally werh;ang;ingd:h.“::ld,

on the other side there is a perpendicular drop varying from a few e
few thousand feet, The bus lurches on around a thousand blind curvee; t};adrt;v:r
“A " hag one hand on the wheel, the other on the horn, the old fash

: : : : o ioned variety with &
rubber bulb to ageere -~ it goes, "Bla-a-ap! Bla-a-apl™ Suddenly there is .t,y grinding

- . of brakes and & cloud of dust as we swerve out over eternity to avoid & collisi
% with an oncoming wehicle. Both vehicles stop, inches ;p‘rt’fyxnghntly b,:: dr;':.
launch & barrage of Hindustani &t each other; & translation of what they say is

e S Sa t =k T T hd <



@m as we oped along the nicely paved roads and enjoyed the prospe

 1ined with giant poplar trees, with broad fertils

\nprin :ﬁbh.. Pinally we calm our driver; he gets the bus in reverse; then we erawl
forward and inch 'bj'?tho'othm'- vehicle. The same thing bappens egain and agein; there
ig & neardccident in passing every wehicle of any kind - cxoarts are MEmSrous.
TR nw'mvmwhqmsho&:m.wtu‘mmm
of the momtain ohein which encircled ths wlley.
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hs air becams wurm and smooth; it was cbvious that 1ife in Kushmir was good and the
lo lmppy. Soon we were in Srinagar on the Bund the ‘

'.x "
 Pack of 1Lloydts Bank we found the Amsrican Red Cross Houseboat, anchored on the

" Jhelum Camal, and with the assistance of Lottic iy Drexlor, ARC, we found ample -
ascommodations for our stay. Bverett and I joined Bill Beytagh, Pfc. James Syversom

. and Sgt, Willlam Cody in taking the "New Taj", one of the finest of the housebonts

“ ..x;*,i :

on Dahl like. Our bus took us down Hotel Road fo the Savoy lotel where we hired
Shakiras to take us over to our new howv. 4 skalkirs is & loug and varrow boat, about
0 : , which comes to 2 sharp point a¥ cach emnd which rides about a fost above
~the water. At its ¢enter the boat is dpproximately four feet wide and is fitted with
an imer spring lounge about § feet long; the lownge also bhas a spring backrest and

-, the whole thing is protected from sum and rain by a brightly upholstered eanopy from

which brilliantly soloured ourtains &nd draperies hang gracefully on all four sides.
The overall effsct is extremsly gaudy despite the high utilitarian valve. Three
paddlers sit at the rear of the boat and sing as they propel the craft among the

« “lotus £illed watersays of the Dahl lake. -

STt The New Taj was o dreamboat. From the shakiras we ascended the fromt
steps onto a canopied front porch from which sliding French doors openmed into the
living room, at least 18' x 25', The floor was covered with hekyy Persian rugs and

- the -other furnishings were equally elaborate. Thers were twe large safas with glass-
i topped teakwood coffee tables before them, four lounge chairs, a fine milk-colourede

zlass-topped $abls with a pair of antique Chiness wases, efich 30" high (valued st
Rs. 3000 each) and & handsome walmut writing desk, complete with ¢hair and lamp. A
portiered doorway led into the dining voom which featured mullimed windows on two

- gides, & pigantic sideboard which covered ths far wall, & wellstocked corner cabingte

bar and a highly polished amal dining room table with matching Queen Amne clairs.
" Then there were three large bedrooms, sach with two single beds, heavy drepories,
- Jush carpets and & private bath, Tt vas our dream home for five days. Halmmn,
our bubtler and general manager, alwost antieipated my wishes for in mo time a

‘7 gtoaming Bath wan drewn for me. I blush to add that T even indulged in the lwaury
- of haviug one of our nine serwants (41l on 24 hr duty) wash my basck for me.

P _By the time I hed dressed, Abdul was serving coeckitails in the living .
rooie Beaides the New Taj was anchored a smller replica, called, "Nongymoon hbtel®
and therein were two of our friendss 2/5gt. Ned Barefoot (& real American Indisu)
‘and T/6 3dward Mather s¢ it was decided that they should join us for meals and whan-

- .gver they liked. Abdul aznotnced dimer, & masterpiove of oculimary art prepered by

our $8ch cook, Iasco; dimmer began with » delicious Porsian soup and ended with an
Irge nitrs, mandgers of (he Flile lotel and & group of househosta oo Deded Wales wedew
ingluded ours, csume ing Mre Vislmu ¥Mitra is & Oindu and & chemical maamfacsturer of

~dalore, Punjab, while his blonde wife is an Anglo=Indian and & Christian. They dad

mde resorwtiions for us at Sam's Club.on Hotel Boad 50 we went over in time for the
11315 PX floor shows Scotch was Rs. 51 (§15) per bottle with set-ups, so I contented

‘myself withwatching the show while the others made mérry, Thers was & Chinsse jug-

‘gler, & blonde English dansing girl, Dmitri‘(a Russian who doubled as Master of
Goremonies and a dsncing mrtner for the blonde) and a hefty Russian singer who

- gtamped her foet and smapped her fingers as she sing, Her entertaimment walue was

2

e
:

80 poor that wo @lked and laughed easily during her performince, & commonm encugh
euston in‘Amorican night clubs. However, she was deeply incensed for during the next
gusioal interiude she stalked over to our party, looked strmight at Bill Cody and .
hissed, "ctilence, while I singl" Bill's oconstermationm and the molodramatic mature

- of the episode was too mush for usj we burst into laughter and the poor girl retired

naughtily. later, however, we gained her toleration by applanding gener
‘demanding that l;n sing t;a only Russisn song we knew, "Dark E:fu"f . ..

e il‘l- slept late Priday morning but after a delightful breakfast ut- coffee,
fried .‘“f __:tutt,‘ mrmlade and shoolbrj,n; potatoes, we were ready for adventure.
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.} ¥re Shamrock, & dealer in Kashmiri wood osrving, paper michie work and swbroidery, md

. sent his glakira to conduct us to his showrooms so we decided to brave the old eity

~with him, Throogh. the fleating gardens we were Mzily paddled until we were aware of
being surrounded by the ancient buildings of the native quarter. The canils begame

... _marrower and congesteds our boats edged by other hoats which were heavily laden with

frosh fruits and vegetables: oniana by the bag, cabbages, squash, cucumbers, egg plants,
. melons,  lettuce, pears, apples, eplums, grapes and mamy things unknown to me. water
‘became dirty and £illed with refuse which hd been poursd from the overhanging build-
“inge. Like London'e " torfront ssction of pulp fletion, the very atmosphere seemed a
bit evil and foreboding. Many of the boats, especially the heavier and cruder ones, {2
were propslled by women. I dever did become accustomed to their peculiar ear orriments;
& pilver ring about cne inch in diamter piérced the ear lobe and on this were g f
some forty or fifty rings sround two inches in diambber. The women never turmed their''
heads rapidly for the combined weight of the two oversized baubles must have piinmed
them dreadfully. ' i G o
e ee aiWe wempletely Jort all gense of time and direction im At mase of tEuge |
W Yed watermys but fimally our guide turned in tomards the bank and we were able %o .
* “4stop onto & paved platforme From there we followed him down & warrow alley which'
¥ twisted and turned without rhyme or reason between moss-covered old brick and timbered '
avbuildings. It was beginning to look like a wild goose dhase and I was frankly, just &
~ bit aprehensive dut suddenly we turnsd inte an open doorway and climbed two flights
of winding brick stairs in almost complete darimess, emerging into s large third-floor
- showroom. The place was dimly lighted but I eould sce &t a glunce that it wag filled
with gaudily ¢arved chairs, tables, desks and other items of furmiture. The prices ‘of
the walnut, mahogany and teklwoed, pieces were not unduly high but the general guality
. of The workmanship wes inferior t¢ that of American precision-made articles and I was
fairly cortain that ‘transportation costs te the USA (whenever such shipping space was |
» available) -would be high, so we bought nothing, The Enshmiri woodcarvers are justly
. fumoue, however, for their designs are intricate and interesting and their execution \
. cof “them is highiy praisewortly, The paper machie work, %too, was nicely dome and not \
Anexpensive. However, ¥r. Mitra had advised me that the syathetic colors now being :
Y5 “used by the industry were not satisfactory. In the past jolors were made from stome
. dyes which were made unavailable because of the war. i X
FRESE + It was a disppointment in not finding anything to purchase on the morning's
. shopping teur for we also locked at some embroidery and at some Persism rugs before we
¥ ~roturned to our shakiras. 4 half hour later we were back in ths Dahl lake and Abdul was
.. greeting us'with the pood news that Iunch was ready. ATter we had completed same Bill
‘. suggested a trip down to the Red Cross Bost so we Iad Abdul pack a bottle of gin, ice,
t glasses, ginger ale, etc. and we moved down to the Dahl Gate with both shakiras abreast,
. Our arrival seemed to be ths signal for the water gates' being closed and we waited
. while the water lovel was reduced soms eight feet. Them the giant gates into the Jhelum

+ ' Canal were opened and we {loated om'around to'the Bund, Srimagar's main street, We
.« pagsed the Miharaja's huge three-storey houseboat which was painted white and trimmed
- wigha brillisnt red..At the Red Cross Boat we debarked and took & lengthy walk around

' the Bund o Hotel Road, stopping to look at jewels, furs, souvenirs,

embroidery,

~ .5 paper michie and woodwork, In one {ine establishment which opened on the Polo Grounds

was & splendid collection. of Chinese treasures but prices were entirely too high, I -

was most impressed by the antique carved jade and cormelian items and by some framed
fragments of ancient Chinese wallpaper which the dealer claimed were RWOL yrs Gld.

" Bill completed his business with the bus cempany, the final arrangements shout being
. mot and sollected for the return trip to Sunnybank, whils Everett emtertained at the

piano on the ARC Boat for those having tes. - - _,

e - Over our after dinner coffee I completed my plans with Abdul to climb
Takhteiefuleiman, the magnificent mountain which risec sharply behind Hotel Row and
towers over 1000 feet above us. Itm smaller sister peak, some two miles sway across
the Dahi lake, rises only 750 and is crowned with the sncient fortress which guarded
" the city ia olden times. Takht-i-Suleiman bears atop its summit a =mall cireular
Mindu temple containing the odicus Shanlomchaire idol. Bill, Ed, Wed, Jim and Will
wers just leaving for the dance at Tedous' Hotel when Mr, and Mrs. Mitra came in with
several of thelr six children. However, tliey insisted that the doys not delay their
demarture and Bverett and I st and chatted with them about our day's activities
until the ‘ohildren becams restless and had to be taken bask to their beds.

: Abdul awoke me before T AM on Sturday and we hiked down to the poink at
the ‘end of Hotel Road beofore we turried and began the ascents: By the time we redched the
first station I was quite winded and wanted to reet but Abdul insisted that we proceed
v g0, after & short pausey we struggled up onto the second station, another 100' above

the 200! slevetion of the first. There I stretohed out full length for & rest and re-

E3® prdbd Lo budges Abdul was, I do helieve, frankly scornful for he volunteered the in-

Ahen & 4 hin that I never smoked
e that ¥ fahib was smaoking too maek® s When 1 &5 sure: ’
igﬁtﬁgly :oncludaé that Amerigens are physleally frightfully decadent., A portion
he ' pr) . .
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" %he mausea pasced completely and & new sirengih came to me, I kmow mot whemoe,
lest 4t came from my evere-present Companiom, I urged Abdul ahead
- his heels until we elambered onto the small platean on the sumit,.
R = The view was mgnificent! To the north were the mow-capped
~ % of the Himalayas in Tibet, China's great land of mystery, land of etermal smow,
B ice and glaciers. To the east was the Dahl Iake with & group of glant mowmtains
rising above its far shore; on that shore are the fumous MNoghul Gardens, the
Nishat Dagh and the Shalimar Bagh. 4% the southern end of the lake lies a greem
valley where the Maharaja has ]aid out his Ttalisn-villa-like palice with its
drives and ‘priwate gardens. The palatial quarters of his officers of the gwrd
and e long red berracks of the soldiers of the Fashniri State Army are arranged
nicely, stretching southsird around Takht-i-fuleiman to the broad parade groumds
which border the Jhelum Canal. Across that Camal is the Buropean Section of the
. ¢ify with the Polo Grounds, Nedous' Hotel and its 18 hole golf course as the
- outstanding features when viewed from such a height. The Dahl lake extends all .
dlmg the sastern course of the mountain, too, the popular houseboats being an-
chored in a lengthy row dlong a . narrow bank with parallels Hotel Road about 200
- feet off shore, Beyond are the floating gardems and still further, the old city,
*  the mative portiom of frimagar, guarded at itz northern extremity by the fort,
. magsive and-foreboding bul now amachronistic and outmoded by modern mesns of
) ndMOO : :

, 3y s Then T turned tosards the temple. Abdul hastily reminded me to re-
~ move my shoss before I asconded the forty steps of ths stone stairway which led
e Yo the eircular platform on which the temple itself stood. There were guite a
fow Hindus around ocutside the temple, despite its relative imaccessability, but
I walkced boldly up the additiomal ten steps to the door of the tample before
aAddul callaed me to stop and a Hindu priest in a “tattle<tale gray® dhoti barred
. my way. Indeed, the latter £imally produced a giant register and Abdul prompted ;
« D8 to sign it and domate a Ru or 80, which I did, Then I boldly peered around !
- 'the fellow into the dim interior whare several Nindu men and women were crouched
i around a circular wrought-iron fence while they burned incense, mmbled prayers
5 and extended flowers and gaudily dressed dolls towmpds the idel in the center.
The shankrachaire was about four feet high of dark green stome, surmowmted with ‘

J'e ‘ :
: 411 the way down the mountain I felt depressed and unclean, in need
of a bath within and without. We passed a Hindu priest who was ascending the
mountdin with {wo pilgrims and T gave him the comventiomal greesting, Imgine my
indigastion when he replied emplatically, "Murry homel” But I controlled myzelf
and was glad for when wo reached the bottom of the mountain - we came dosn the
southern descent, having dscended the mowunt from from its northern end - there
was & clarming little ivy-covered church of red brick and stained glass windows
- topped by & cross, the symbol of Cod's great love for mem in giving His emly -a.l
_ to dis for us, Then I realised that the chapel was a part of the Clurch Mission
. Society’s Eashmir Hospital, T could rejoice for there I knew men and women were
% using their healing talents to comfort the poor and sick of India. The Hospital
is supported by the Church Mission Society of the Church of Fngland, the Protestant
- gpimp:éf cm‘::h of the United States, a mmall grant from the Nlnraja and vol-
my or Be » ;
- The boys were. getting dressed and breakfst was ready when
back at the New Taj. Thore was much talk of the previocus night's lotivitz::;::‘
4 I bad given an account of my morning's jaunt, Then it dawmed ca somedme tat or.
Jazs had invited us to witness the 11 AN rehearsal of the floor show at the Sawoy
. Hotel, It sounded like great fum so we all trooped over to meet the
»> snd sing with them while the orchestra rehsarsed. Then Everstt took over the piano
and we ced and sng, mimicing various personalities, for hours. Somsons suggested




+ plictographs and immédiately the camera’s were put imbo sotion., The bar was opem
> and the boys longed to remain bub I finally horded them back to the boat for &
v 2 PK lumoh, . R g RE S |

<o Ui UWe were lingerding over our- ooffee when Abdul appeared in the fromt ‘_
-~ doorway and anuounced dramtically, Sahibs, the richest man in all Fashsir{” We
- balf stumbled to sur ‘feet, soms coughing and spluttering invelwmtarily when their
coffes halfudrownsd them. Surely, I though, this cammot De the Mahara ja himself
‘ealling on us) Indeed, it wes not the Miharaja for il seems that His Royal Highness
iz sxcelled in wealth by the mére owmer of a chain of factories and stores which
- - produce and distribute fine embroideries, shawls, coats, dresses, rugs and lmngings.
¥re Shaw himself, of Shaw Brothers,: Srimagar and several other Indiem cities, nad
_coms to show us his febulous zoods. In truth, they were fine. For the first time
' in Tndia we sew table cloths, jackets, spreads, housecoats and even gowns which %
~were truly lwruriotns and it for discriminmating tastes, But, ¥r. Shaw was the showl
Being largely of French and Persian extrastion and slightly effimirate besides, he
kopti us . in gales of laughter.As he would gingerly mfold a garmeat with the care
of & leying mother awskening Ner slseping frifant, he woitld spring wp, thees L
s @oross his shoulder and whirl around so that the lavish golors were fully displayed
5 ind burst of glamour. Then he would grasp & fime table eleth or spread and g sp,
-.;E_. Lo . "Oh Mahsters, it is a0 exquisite I caumot stand 184 My own dear
; fother oreated this lovely design, The Pexrsian Resel” | X _
LR .0 ei . Then the ¢loth would billow dramtically over the room awd settled
-+ “grasefully to the floor in s blaze of color. His servants stood im the doormay
v tand ayeach piece was properly admired by us; Mr. Shaw would e¢lap his hands, a
o5 #igmal thet another item was to be tossed to him for revelation. His prices were
°- in scoord with the high quality of Ais goods, usually Bs. 150 to Rs. 900 (§45 €0
o .4800) for each item, 50 we bought nothing, ¥r. Thaw was undaunited; he loved eash
. .article and seemed not a bit amxjous to make a mle; his joy was in displaying
+ - the excelleioe of his weres. Again we would writhe in omstasy as he first peeped
o ek some article, exolaiming, . soca el o £
- o ""Oh fahibe, this is the Shalimar Garden (or the Taj Sahal or the
Shah Jehan) pattern which I created myself} It took two men over two years to
mke this ‘spread. Ooh,’ it is so lovely, Mahsterst® =« b 1K
S 5o IV . We tried to miintedin degency and decorum for the Mitras wers there -
- - but ¥r, Shew's technique wes too good. The boys were r0lling ‘on the floor in
ot layghter, Already Bill Beytegh was practising a mimicry of the event &nd I owuld
- L1 ses that it would go over big &t any party. : Z '

Ny o After dimner we embarked in our shakiras for the Savoy Hotel whers
4. .we sagured .floorside tables and prepared to emjoy the first show of the svening. -
.o Dr. Jass, an Aumoricdm megro plsnist, reputedly from Los Angeles (alse, reputedly
"wanted" in Los Angeles or wieinity), was the Mster of Ceremomies from his
piang, a beateup, timey old upright. The show consisted of five girls who did
© 7 eongs and solo dences. in characteristic cottumes. Nanetts did a ballet inbile -
‘s lowing skirts and & sunbomet to, the strain of "The Blue Danube”; Andres savg,
o A Little'on the Lonely. Flde®; Bdns 414 & rinumba and lster played a brilliast
* -(but boring) number oa a'set-ef bells, Bub the real stdr of the shor was an .
» Indian mgiclan, Gogis Pasoha, who held the audience with his personslity snd
_ baal trioks, Everett was selected to be his stooge and sooperated excellaatlys

Gogia porformed guii =l ' triokw 1 : e words, 4
- coerl” Them his act emded in o burst of Isughter aa bs polled o dairvy brertiwee
(which I had aotually seeu him insert) from Eversbt's shirt. There wis more
o mysie from Dr. Jagz and supposedly & _somg of two from Ireme. However, that
- lady e fesling her "temperament as am artiste (she pronounced it "artes'st")
 (4nd refussd to. aing, Dr. Jazs had offended hier whem he ordersd her off the stagé
during the morning reMearsal while snother pirl wes practising her songs. The
Jolimax came towards the end when Terem, & shapely blonde, was engaged in an
. semergetic danee in & costume which consisted mostly of red ribbon strategically
wrapped, Ag che shuffled basksards to reach the cemter of the stage to end her
- dance in & spectacular whirl and crash of cymbals, she tripped an her ownl highe
* - hesled pumps and orashed flat on her back amto the paved floor directly before
i our tables Never in my life Pave I eomn x more surprised expression tham hers .
R, Josked up ot us, as much a3 to sy, "Well, how did that lmrrent® hel
"zrxr?mth-;-turg-_i.u; to see the.gravity of the situation, but Juttpf:'n ho';qi.t?.m
7 ” ke & positive, her demonstration of the law of gravity made for lovity, Siml.
- “tanecusly, we scréamed uproarously as the dancing girl elimbed atop her high heels,
* " shook her ribbong and fled, § R e
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Emdny noming Ahdul ullcd Everett and w'ulf at 7130 AM for he had

f' horses nitinc. [t wis 8 beautiful morning to ride: the tress and shrubbery bad that

lush greenness which is characteristic of lakeshore vegetation, the air was fresh

.- and clean and the #un was just begimning to peek brightly over the mowmtains. We

rounded ‘the northera tip of Takhtoi-Suleiman and galloped up before the nhln:h‘.
_ mlace. It wai not nearly so slaborate as many American estates, being in what I -
“should eall the §250,000 class. Its gardens and drives were painfully bare and ua-
kupt - denpite ‘thnir ‘proximity to the lifeegiving waters of the lake. However, we
pushed dn beyond the palace and presently were riding through delightfully green

E TEAEh Kok wabd ) e rAlS A% far 8 x The AFRELIER BT 'Ehe little village of Shalimr,

.. some four miles from cur starting point. By 10 e'oloak we uru bsck in thl Hew hj

and . hn’ing breakifuet with the other boys.
. We hiréd an extra shakira for the hynmipchd oursalves i.nfortho

7. lmg My to the gardens;’ ‘Abdul wae chief guide and general factebum for the

expedition and Ronald and 7 #illie Mitra were our guests, We rounded Itkkt-i.“ukm
dgin, passed the meharaja’s. palace and struck out a¢ross the laks to vietr his

. gardens and tea house. Beyond that we were piddled on for several miles and fina) 11 e

o 5: " came up to the foot of the Nishat Gardens where & ‘Pormal waberfall, some 20 feet

.-_-'L
ek

)

‘o
i

high, mybin the water from the Gn.rm:' water di-play‘ inte the lake. Debarking
‘onto-wide stene steps we climbed through ssveral formal gardens and terraces umtil
we reachead ‘the. central garden houss, 4 large two-storey stone house which stands
near the foot of the min gardens, Above this house at least oight zigantic terrsces
- ecend, each & complute gardenm in itself with broad lawns,. mmificent elms and ine
. numsrable beds of blooming flowers in rioctous colorse Each terrace has its own dise
tinetive water display, beginning with a eascade or fall from the ferrdce above and
-.umtcd by countless carved fountains (usually arrsnged in groups of five.) ;
‘Just aa we reached the top terrace but one, who should sppedr but my
uqmlntanco. the Hindu priest whom I had’ pu_ud on my way down from the temple on
Takhtoi-Suleimn, Once again he bepan saying, “Hurry homs", but now in & most pious
~mantier ‘with his hands pressed together on his chest asa ehild does’ when saying lis
prayers, Tt seemed incomgrous somehow, so [ consulted Abdul, He immediately came up
“arith the answer; the old fellow wasg really saying "Hari home", which in Hindustani

- meens "God is love', My contritiom at daving misjudged him was completel Heanwhile,

the other boys were: taking photogrnphl of him. Bill Beytagh stepped up besides him

“and agsuded the smme plous position, The resulting photograph muist have been & joy
=, tc:r Dbotwsen his neatly pressed palms, Bill held a can of Pabst BEER.

Then came the real surprize. The old priest suddenly waved his arms
L].Oﬂ: and roitcn’ctd, "Hari home" . With one sweeping motion of his arms, off came =
his robs and skirt and he stopod bars horm & curicus crowd which quickly gethered.
Caneras 'were 'raised and ‘shutters clicked Tapidly, Of course, everyone tnd to extend
"Lhakshsesh® bafore we oould dephrt with his blessing, . &t
. Pinally, we reached the highest terrace aad oould revel in the mir- ,
icant view which Iay below tis; the famous water courss, the stately ubwrih.,

- the lusuriant elus, velvety lawns, forml ;lrdont and walks, On each s ‘
= nin gardens wers auxili.&ry gardens with fruit trees and grassy backs, The hrgp

garden house {ur below us seemed to have shrunk to the size of a doll houss. Beyend

[T 4%, the Da.hl Iake lay glittaring in the sunlight and eolorful, heavily laden sha-

de the Gardens' entrance. Mw reputedly
' 1§ (Pledture ardens] the finest in Fashalr; resl aue-
aoisseurs of gardening, However, prefer the less spectacular but larger and betber
designed. Fhalimr Bagh, ("Bagh”, pronouneod nomthing 1ike "bog", is the Windustani
vmra for Mgardens”.)
By then we were- gatting quito hm&ry. Abdul diracted uc %6 & cool spet
h.nnth & glant elm and had Jarge pillows placed on which we reclined. In the midst

“ of the group was spread a colorful oriental ¢loth which wae to be our pienic table;

“over this a white damask cloth was laid and china, mapking, silver, o 2o rplrmeyly
ments, etc., were properly arranged. In perfect style and decorum, abdul us a
full coursed dinmer. A samovar had been brought. along so we lingered over our demi-
‘tasge while ABdul and the other servamts had their hmch and pacred the luggage.
"!ﬁ"\n‘hd our meal in oriental splendor, with ten serwants at our beck and call
m the' gardens ‘of an ancient Moghul ruler, omme of the descendents of of Ghengis m'

- - From the Nishat Bagh we paddled up the cam] which leads to the “hali-
g nsgh (Abode of love) but hundreds of shakirss and the larger D boats (about
45 feot long and carrying around 45 passefigers) had blocked the Y,
walked about & quarter of a mile under the handsome elms which lined the .ﬁp, 3
" banks up to the Cardens' entrance, The ares cutside the gmates was packed with pupz.
of svery rage and color, all/either entering or leaving the gardens, We strolled up

~ four or five terraces, each being only two or three fset above the other while the

JNishat's terraces are uswlly 10 to 16 feet above edch other. The Shalimir's water

« (u
bok
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i % csuru ‘i-a.:hrger-r. and more Poruml although none of ite falls are more thnn six feet

- %L in height. One especially attractive fenture was the effect created by massing
4., flower blossoms in niches in the rock behind the falling water. Even there, designs

. Were wroucht with the various colorss At tea time Abdul Jaids out our cushions aud
. ¢lotha and presently we were reclining beside & water course abt the left of the

" min garden house which stands.in the center of the upper garden, Bill had dis-

[ Govered four American soldier friends snd Mr. & Mrs. Mitra had arrived with their

: .. Mrge entoursge of children and servants. One of their damghters, called "Pidgie”,

. Prompily sat dam in {he water and her mother equally promptly removed from her
: - all of her clothes and allowed her to run arcund completely bare, Howsver, ome of

- the gardeners came along and ingisted that she get ‘out of the water for the gardens'
i, water course would be blocked in no time flat if people were allowed to get in the

water. By the way, the fountains only play on Sundays, therefore, during the weekdays

.. ‘the mter courses row up with grase which Ls kept trimmed, On Sundays the water

Ve vidwal fountaing, At the end

7. Just f1ows over this grass and is mever more thin three or four inches deep, espece
* +ially on the side courses. From the oriental garden house in the center of the top
. garden water courses mdiate in all four directions from & ghalles poel whioh. seme +

“igsopletely surrounds ‘the garden house, in whith pool there ars no less ihan 50 indi-

= & of the two side witerwgys are additional garden houses
s, while sundry others are plaged alemg the min course for division of the warious
5, gardens as well as For ornamentation. The flowers which overflowed the many forml

. <7 beds were every conceivable color and hue; I could recognize mauy of the flowers

i+ ¥mown to ue in ‘the United States: roses, cannmas, geraniums, delphiniums, zinniss,
. rogemary, phlox, dshlins, hollyhocks, altheas, nasturtiums, garmations, lillies

* Jand warigolds, Climbing on the walls and trellises were different varieties of

_ . roses, antignon (coral vine), grapee and bouglinvillea, In both of the gardens

"t there were apple,.peach and pear trees. And so, we had our tea and aakes, fruits

5 -‘-‘7,. mm‘
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"¢ and smndwiches, a fine party in a garden that is reputedly the lovlisst in the 3

" It was Indeed, & full day and we were quite eximusted but the trip

" we were quite ready for the delicious romst goose dimmer which Ingsoo lmd pre- -
_pared for us. APter our coffee, Everstt and I got Mra. Mithe to accompany us in

a _'t;;-g& dom to the Bund where we intended to purchase.a few thinge from J

Jacobs Thile Everett was busy hagrling over the price of a string of fire

‘< #nd & cornelian bracelat which had caught his oye, ‘I strolled around the sheop

& “with another clerk to get am idea of the prices being asked. Presently I began
~ ‘piling upa collection of brooches, pins, rings, rattles, bracelsts, necklaces

- and other items whieh brought a gleam to Joyful Jacob's eye whem he came arcwund

2% “baekibo-fhe New Taj in the ‘comfort of ur Shakires refresied us greatly. At 8 M

w

N i i3

" ¢ %o bargain with me. But ¥rs, Mitra came to my rescue and we bezan haggling in

<,
-
v

* _English, Urdu and Hindustani; maybe I tlirew in s few German, French and Greelk

- [ words for emphasis, for eventually Joyful declared,

: *You mke me very sorrowful, Sahib®, ‘ '

ot oo Eeyheps he had received his wnusual name from such utterances but
. -anyhow, sorrowful he remained, for I got the collsction at only Rs. § above my
‘4 original offsr and Ra, 47 below his first price. Iater I had the stuff evaluated
~. by a O, & selfestyled aithority on Mdisn things, and he assured me that Mrs,

‘have done well for old Joyful was truly a tough mut to ereck.

. Hitm end I'had done exceptiomally well with our purchising, Indeed, we should

oot e Dutelide, m% had besn walbing for twe hours, buk S8 e Aiver
=7 gmn?tcd to pet the horse. or Way, the animal lacked the tonga up to the ourb _
% “and over & bicyele which loy there on the side of the street, Instantly there was

&%

S am W‘nd a,n Indian came dashing over teo us. While he ratiled off Hindustani
“(or was: it Urdu?) Mre, Mitra translated; he claimed we had broken five spokes on
hig wheel dnd he wanted Rs. 1/4 for each spoke. At first it seemed sxpedient to

by give hin something and leave peacefully, But he kept on yelling indigrantly and
~ " his exhorbitant request for appraximately §2 fer five bicycle spokes reminded me

" ‘that we wers dealing with the "everegrasping Indian”. A crowd -t ey
Sk ::1 -:;thlvﬁagw?okd me in the back to attract my attention to his pleas, -

o Beerptt was gatting as frightened as I and Mrs, Mitra seemed wholly indifferemt
¢ 4o the whole 8ffair. So I hopped out of the _;E% faced the dioyolemlla confi- -

“ " dently and disclaimed auy respousibilty for ehavior of the horse, the '

' or the Yol 11s, Furthermore, I threatened loudly to call the police (I'rem

s °

4
=

jé‘l‘r:

' T saw 4 policeran in all Eashmir although British Indian states .
'2:::: Lth .-z‘od.tm-ug:&»-ammr the lawl) umless he allowed us to procesd immed-
1atelys Hy bravado .gpp.,mg.- surprised then for they withdrew and we dashed |
. hueriedly out of the alley onto Hotel Roads . . . T |
T ... Monday morning Bill, Jim and Cody decided to take the hur-? for a -
* “ride and then olimb Takhtef-fuleimen for some photographs. Everett amd I went for

e B . khe row of bokts in the Dahl lake just in fromt
“a swing our shakiras csrried us to the TR T ; R

o
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- “of the palace. Phare this Hader Tad been cleared of grasses i::tnibm:t::‘hmf:

~_ diving and swisming. Some enterprising persen had secured a or boa -

"~ quaplans on which ome could purchase a two-minute ride for a rupes (3507). After an

- bour we tired of' the exercise so Ramzana, our pet alla, offered to row us
through some nearby lotus gardens. The sun was quite warn by m 80 we slipped off
our guits, pushed baek the burtains and enjoyed a sun bath while we glided lazily
through the gardens. It was & lovely place with willows dreping over the water and

R mkgfma‘/of'uhmmiguo poplars but the pink lcbu,oa were blooming emly in

TN SR : An interesting sight on the return trip wmas a pateh of watermslons

- which were truly watermelons. The vines grew thickly om four foet beds whioh wers

separated by four foot cankle filled with water. §o rain was necessary there to .
insure a successful cropl Meost other Fasimiri fields are likewise plémtifully supe

~ . Plied with water, efpecially the many acres around in the
wok farminge S L ,
oo dimomet us at the door of ‘the boat with the news that Nis horse had
stumbled-and £illen; Jim had heon theown and strained his Tight arm,

= i Dahl Iaike which are given
d : TR Torvummtely,
“ Bi1l bad carried him right down to the Red Cross Boat where lottie Mae had called

g T
: ’¥'§ in & medical officer. The verdiot was that it was essential to £ly Jim down 4o the -
% hospital at Yow Delui and Bill shouldacconpamy him to handle his effects, Fram Ehere
"%, they would fly back to Karachi, thus ‘escaping the discomforts of the tiresome trip
S i bagk by bus, truok and reil., I suggested that they both give the horse's owner & =

.~ . generous bomuz for, the aceidext and for a whila speculations were rife se to how :
;5 - the reminder of us eould sustain some minor injury whith would insure & return trip
U by adr. Fortumately, no drastic steps were takem, * = - o
; oo - Inmediately after lunch I dressed and walked down to the Nashmir Chureh
 Mission Hospital which is built om the northern’ side of lu,ltnl_ Caddl Hill, ome of
. the southera foothills of Takht-i-Suleiman, Sister Evelyn Pennington, ane of the -
.. three Buglish nurses who serve the 180 bed hospital, greeted me cordially, fhe and
"o Sigter Grey had just finished their tes but both insisted that I lave some befors
- we set out on & tour of the establiskment, We first visited the out-patient depart-
~ . ment, & large building about $0 yre old, whigh also housed the well-squipped septic
. and antiseptic surgical theatres, The staff hag arranged s sort of Processing lineg
. - system which emables them to serve several bundred persons each day in addition %o
the inepatients, Prayers snd other devotions are held while the people await their
o turns %o be examined. From there we began the trip through ths wards, wards which .
~  8re indeed wnusual &5 far as we know hospital wards. For, &lthough quiet prevails,
/> there is & tremsndous amount of activity cdused by the fact that eash patisnt's
. fanily accompanies him (or her) to the hospital and tends to &1l needs of nonemedical
nature, even to stamding in line before the kitchen and getting food amd milk thrice
. daily, Rice snd two green (cocked) vegetables comprise the usual memu.
% 4 Hurse Pernington carried me through svery ward for men and women, septic
and antiseptic, much more tlhaa ¥ thought T sould take, We stopped to speak toat ., -
least 150 of the 175 patients although T could sy 1ittle more than, "Salaan’, Nurse’
' explained. the nature of practically every case. The dissases which seemed most com-
‘mon were these of the bones of the lep and &rm, . caused solely by malnutrition; 4n
. second plage were the diseases of the eye, on.ri nose and throat, caused by £ilth,

In mid-wmtqr, any guide pointed out, e cases °‘_‘_:!‘P_§i_%mp

i 2t i i Sl o s =
~ their necks §6 that the 1 rog-casg't" (mown a8 & "kangri” by the mtivas) Cike wmagdy
against the walst, Maturally, the pereistent irritation of<iSvitable burns i:&mh
.are not allowed to heal properly) developes canceray o ues, The Yashmiri Wiseiom
. Hospital has exporimsnted thorpughly with these £ :m and nowdays, practically
- naver loses & patient from "lkangri-cancer". o mins fact is that the hos-
- pital uses brilliantly erimson blankpiesProirdes cheering up the otherwise fairly
3:"&' eon-walled wards, the columd@en.ifies the blankets as hospital property,
¥ case the matives ars tespts. to steal them. tha B ' '
sao S S . The Kashmjesiitesicn Hospital is supported by the Chureh of England, the
- "Tpiscopul Church picthe Uniled States, en amusl grant of Rs. 14,000 from the State
1 of Mshnir sudcyohmimry offerings, The Leper Hospital which it founded and operated
" “PoF years, has mow been takes over by the State of Kashmir. Indeed, H,R.H, the Maim.
‘o
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& 77 ppieof Zasheir ‘dedicated the conerstons of the Hashmir State Hospital in 1940 and

el ;;:f-tge{t:th.;wd people of the Church Mission Hespital thought that they might
4+ ‘goon %s sble to move on to che. of the mmy places where their work is so urgemtly

. hoeded, However, the Kashmir State Hospltal BAs not yet been opemed to receive a

-7 4 tient} . ,‘ G ; '

' '.i ;"mgh pa .n:h. lovely little brick Ghapel of St. Luke the Physician is the result
IR m‘- yoars of prayer and teaching In the hospital; it is ons of the two parishes
Ay : 14 In Kashmir, as in mny parts of India, the m-g‘h.nu of Christianity

.t; i% results in complete soe ostracism and vitriolic persecutiom by his




b il

® remily and friends. Both the Molawmedans and Hindus maintain emergstic societiss
¥ whose only duties are to reclaim individuals who hive been lured away by the sther
4 orwho mave "fallen" into Christimnity. The Government of India upholds the right
- of Hindu or Moharmedans to disinherit completely anmy son or daughter who accepts -
 Christianity. Nevertheless, the intolerance and persecution are being mitigated
- through the yeirs by the very miture and truths of Chriatianity. Kashuiir now has &
S+ ¢ 7 s _pack in the Residency of the Staff, I had the pleasure of meeting Rev.
<« . and ¥rs. R. H. Cuthbert Hall, missionaries of the Church of Scotland (the Presbyterian
Church in the USL) in Chands, & village on the Grand Trunk Line from Delhi to Madras,
only 70 miles south of Wardha, home of Mabatmh Gandhi, in the Central Proviness. Mrs,
M1l was the daughter of Dr. imcKenzie, the Resident Surgeon of the Hospital; both
she ‘and ‘her husband were most cardial iv extending to me an invitation te visit them
~in Chanda whemever ] am able %o dg #0.. P w2 i, Pyl .
; .. By the time I reached the New Taj the other boys imd finished dirmer and
were having coffes in: the living roam. fowever, Abdul had kept everything hot for me
and 1] sz properly served immsdiately, 3y 8 PH the Hitras MA@ mrrived WiverWr . Mre.
0. C. Bush, he being the well-lmomm “Adrian®, Beauticlan of Bombay and Srinagar, mot-
o withstanding the fact that his ocollege degree is in eivil » Mrs, Bush wis
W well-might ‘beautiful, indesd, A splendid advertisement of or d's. genius. We
b '?}:.'-"erc_au invited to the Elite Hotel, & most atiraetive litile hotel o Ouplar Read,
... which the Mitras own and at which four of our friends were stayiug. After we arrived
< i ey '8 » Ere Mitra insisted upom showing us the entire plice from top to bottom.
&« Drinks Were brought by the butler and everyone was vastly amused by Bill's first
" S atbempt te mike an ast of Mr. Shaw's amazing seles technigue. I assisted him by imie
.o ~tating Abdul's annowncement and by throwing in'items for him to display. Afterwerds,
.. thers were several tossts and songs before we ummimously decided to repair to the
.- Bavoy Hotel for one last visit. We packed the four civilians off into the only tom
which we could find at that hour of the night and we soldiers decided to msrch, There
. Wers no loss. than 15 or 20 of us so we fell into colums of threes and marched without
.+ commnd along Hotel Roed singing at the top of our voices. Windows popped open &nd ,
. heads were thrust out 41l along the way for wé must have seemed like an imvading army
- . and the hour was very late. In fact, when we reached the Savoy I fell off snd ran over
. the wall to my shakim. In time at all I was fast asleep while the others remained to
“ close the Savoy and later repaired to Sem's with a group of English officers for &
¢ jam sesaion with Bverstt at the plamo.~ e K
o f 0 el D After breakfust Tuesday we settled all our aceounts im full and bade .
* Lfarewsll to Abdul, our factotum, lassoo, the cook, Rameana, the shakiramalla and i,
T Mitra, our host. Our busses were waiting and the other lads were impatient to get under
way, o, we alipped quietly through the city snd dack into the mounteins. We had owr
- Junch at the Dak Bungalow neer the custons house and by 4:50 PM were back in Sumybank,
From there we practically flew back to Hhamspur where we arrived in time for supper at
W 3 The next day several of the boys were off to Murres and I had visioms of
¥ making another trip over to Mathia Gali. But the rains came down in such torremts that
Y. it was abeclutely impossible to stray further than the Talley Club during the days and
® down to the cinema in the evenings. Seturday evening I promoted a hridge game at the
Club but wers hands were quite s uninteresting as my partners. s
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e sl Played ' p de and The hymms TOr SNorning Yer« Rav., Gomaxd 8,
.. vandereon of ‘the American Presbyterian Mission, ilatsly of hranpar, U.P,, Indis and
. nowat Negm, Punjab, India, conducted the service and preached an excellent sermon on
| 7 the 28rd Psaln, ifterwsrds, we 'gathersd around him o ask q uestionse about his work
| and the future of Christianity in Tndia, He was happy to tell us of the crowth of the
. Chureh of Horthern India; in fact, he seemed guite optomistic about its future, assuring
. ue that tha seeds which have besn sown in India will bear much fruit some day, In that

& i

he cannot be wrong for we hive the promise of God conterning "bread cast upon the waters” .

(L Mre. Anderson wae & charming lady from Charlotte, North Carolina; she gAve me their

- Burree sddress as well as their Moga address mid insisted that I come to vigit with them
gl whenever possible, - ‘ o S _ - 3 -
’ - - 'The reins came again Sunday afternocom and I was fmodtoabaadmoc-phtily

" the ides of gort-of retwrn trip to Hathia Galis We spent our lmet hours a hans
J‘Poms_mﬂm % l‘,-' o % i
The trip seemed endless and unduly tiring for we weére definitel wear , danp
elimie and the breathetaking curves and precipices of the mzlmu.ysgfr;:.c:goiud
as the read began to level out when we got within 20 miles of Rawal Pindi; it whs with
4 a senso of complete relamation that we arrived at Barakeo Hest Camp about midaftern ‘
¥ Around gust we grested the lads who had just arrived from Karmchi.ang passed of to
‘}; &1l the advice we thought they needed, Just then somsone screamed that o King Cobra was
| invading one of the tarracks but by the time Everett and I could reach the secene of the
commotion, ths sake had been killed and we got no view of him in actiem,

ings and Tipping the Serwnts before catohing the bus to Swnybank, I
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? | We bad mts.oip-m & het ana dirty 'h'lp from Rawml Pindf to Bamohi
butn.pluuntmrwiuuminthofmotahwry- hower that left the atmosphere

refreshingly cool ‘and clean, The truck ride into Rawal Phﬂi mde esting
by the mansuvres of a contingent of Indian paratrooper who were m;w o
“jusps from planes flying at low altitude, We ‘aardu train and sped _
‘the feothills, stopping at little towns with names I:Ih Ealian Awan all aleng the
way to lahore. There our car was atiached to the Mrach{Wil and we deshed through . =
the Punjab, India's richest province, a mm , quite 1.'.1. plendidly - ;
_irrigated by the 1life-giving wabters of the River Indus, B

. The weather remained fine and we had a good might's rest, Arriving at
Hvllmbgd shortly after noon'om August 8th, we marvelled again at the giant fert ’
‘which is the outstanding characteristic of the city. There too, wms the spectacle - |
of thy River Indus® carrying so many billions of gallons of mohly needed water right .
on out to the sea. I recalled the Sukkur Barrage and the other schemes which emable = 4

s

the Thdus to irripate millions of acres of land but still there -the rem ins the
challenge and the potentiality of really great things in the rudburs rar*'cm Toaws
.‘..K\md Sind when the River's power is truly hernessed.
PN ~In the cool of the late afternocn we reached landhi, Mlir, then M
¥ Air Bage, Drigh Road Station and fimally, owr destinatiom, the Karaehi cwm.-
fw" ‘Station, It 1s good to return te old femiliar places where the spirit can relsx’
" while memory warolls its tales from the' past, How good it was to hear, ‘only two
nigktu later, tho au'hh-atie news or tho spprclohin; ead .of tho war ud the prospect

“of peace. :
Warachi Air Bage
hrtohi Sind, India .
Lugua'b 1945 T e
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