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Short sketches of. Prominent Citizens of Hampton CouN‘h(.
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EDWARD HARDEN PEEPLES

This eminently guccessful man was born in two miles of Hampton Court
house on the 9th of Uctober 18l11l. IHe lost his father when only two years
old; and remained at the place of his birth until he was four, when his
mother married Capt, Nathan Johnston, and then he removed to Lawtonville,
near whore he now resides. From eight to fifteen he went to the neighbor=
hood schools, sometimes only three months in the Whole-year; but in that
time was leid the foundation of an education which has continued, through @&
long 1life, to improve by observation and a wide experience. Though his
father died while he an infant, his stepfather made no difference in the
family; ard thus he had early training under one who was himself a success=—
ful man. His first work was feeding a gin which turned out a light bals of
cotton each day, anl to reach the gin he had to stand on a stool., Then he
began to supervise for his stepfather, who was a planter. At seventeen he
left home ,and commenced life for himself. His first work was cutting out
clothing by a chart and teaching the same art to others. The he taught
school one year, and at eighteen commenced to merchandise and farm,.

i{fe married at nineteen iliss Charlotte ksther Lawton, with whom he lived
until death did them part, end the wisdom of that union was amply shown in
the unbroken current of happlness and success which followed, Fifteen
children were born to them. Six reached their majority and are now living;
Capt. W. B. Peeples is the Shertff of Barnwell County, John W, Pecples a
guccessiul merchant and plamter, resides in lawtonville; E. H. Peeples, JT.
superintonds his father®s business; one daughter is the wife of our honored
fellow-citizen, ldr. John Lawton. One is the wife of lir. Joseph V. Horrison,
Jr. and one a resident of sarnwell, is the consort of iir., John Shorten Oswald,
Forty-four grand children and seventeen great grand children are now living.

His inhereitance was three slaves, and his first land was bought on
ecredit, Through his whole life he has from time to tine merchandised &n@
for tw years he superintended for lr. prisbane, a large planter; but his
real work has becn planiing. His first large purchase of land was where
Capt. irakk Johnston now resides, vhich was traded for the place near
Lattonville, vwhere he was reared, his unprecedented success now began.

Always a buyer of property, in 1860 he owned 12,000 acres-of land ard 220
glaves, the result of thirty=-two ucars work. His property at that time was
worth at least $170,000,00. His largest crop of cotton was 525 bales. He
always sold corn, and neWer bought but twent bushles for his consumptlon,

In 1857 he finished and occupied tho finest house ever erected in this
neighborhood, complete in all its appointments; and costing $12,000.00.

While all this property was being accumulated lr. Peeples was the leader i1n
all things that could advance the interests of the neighborhood. The first
church at Lawtonville, build of split boards, was removed, and the neat
building now standing erected in its stead by him and others; and a
coumodious school house on the same grounds went to show the abliding interests
of the subject of this sketch in religious, and education, In his home board
could be obtained by enyone who desired to go to school, and thus he accomoe
dated many who have since become prominent and successful nen in the State. |
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) The WAR¥ ¥ 41n which he served as Captain of the men over fifty and
chairman of the soldiers' relief fund, which supplied the wifes of the
soldiers who were at the front **ended, and left him with his land, a few
miles aml a debt of $90,000,00 incurred in the purchase of real estatc,

He came home in ley 1865 to the ruins of sthat had bcen a princely cstate.
He ploughed the first year; soon paid the whole debt; and owas no :Han & cento.
He hris never plantod as extensively as before Tthe war; 120 bales of cotton is
his largest crop since the freecdom of slaves, But the yield per acre has been
doubled, though the larges yield to an acre was before the war 1,026 pounds of
1int, for which he received a prize cup. This crop was made from land which
the previous year only yielded #£00 pounds of seed cotton. This year he has
made nine bales on a pabch of eight acres. Hls largest average yield of coxrn
was twenty slx bushels per acre; and of cotton, five bales per haud.

A1)l through life he has net the losses incident to business-- once .
geventeen mules and stables by fire. Since 1865 he has had a full share of
loss-= store and goods, .gin house ami barn, but over this was no vain regret;
the future always opened up comething to urge him and press every cnergy.

Mr, Pecples never cared how high the weges he had to pay if he could only
get the equivalent, and never hired a single white man who did not marry
before he left, : "

One might indeed think we were writing about a giant. Mr. Peeples is
f£ive feet four lnches high, does not weigh 100 pounds, has dark hair and
brown eyes. He 1s content ani couportable with six hours sleep; never gave
way to wezriness; but was ready to respond to any call at any hour.

He has seen wonderful changes in the country. IHis first house was of
logs, fhoor of puncheohs, clapboard windows and doors-- hung with wooden
hinges: and mantel drawn with drawing knofe., All houses wore of pretty nuch
the same style. .very one spun and wowe thélr own clothes in those days,
Sugar and coffee were the only artlicle bought for table use., Thers was not
as much intemperance them as now; much advance has been made in religion
and education since that time. Dub there was not as much trickery and
chrewdness then as nowe. AlL lived a plain end simple life--content with what
they had., In all thorse yelrs lir, rPecnles felt every wave of progress and
vas a leader. MHe attributes his great success to industry anl perseverance,
and above all, to the goodness anl nercy of God, who has been with hime all
these years; and whom he has tried to serve since his sixteent yeare

Mr. Peeples enjoys life, gives an eye to his business, and is a Senilor
peacon and with one exception the oldest member of the lLawtonville Bantist
Church. He is never absent on Sunday and at prayer meceting always takes an
active part. 4Age has abated none of his interest in current events., Like
Joshus, havelng been a leader aumong men, his parting benediction will be;
"fake good heed, therefore, unto yourselves, that you love the Lord Four
G‘Od " ) i . CEI

A

writfen by Rev. Wami low -,DM“NS) c. \‘88‘7(8 : /



