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EDWARD HARDEN PEEPLES

Planter of St. Peter!s Parish, Beaufort District, South Carolina.
by the Rev. Robert E. H. Peeples

Family Background

The Peeples family of South Carolina descends from David Peebles,
.a Gentleman-in-aiting to King Charles I of England,who as a royalist
officer was condemned to the block by Cromwell but escaped to the
Colony of Virginia where he patented 833 acres in July 1650 in what

is now Prince George County. He rose to the rank of Captain in the
Virginia Liilitia, was Vestryman in Jestover Parish and died in 165%.
David Peebles was accompanied to Virginia by his son, William, born
at Fife, Scotland in 1635; in 1670 he patented an additional 873 acres
10 miles south of his father's grant, on the headwaters of the same
creek. William's will was proved 3 June 16953 he left at least three
sons: William II, David and Henry. William II left at least six sons
all born in Virginia: Abraham, Willieam III, Thomas, John, Peter and
Joseph. Abraham, a loyallst during the Revolutionary 'iar period, moved
frorm Prince George County, Virginia to South Carolina, leaving six
known sons: David, William, Isham, Lewis, Henry and Reuben.

The last named William Peebles, moved from Prince George County,
Virginia to Brunswick County and thence to Pitt County, North Carolina.
In 1765 300 acres in Richland County, S. C. which had been patented to
his brother, David, were taxed to him. He left four sons: Henry, John,
Isham and Jilliam, all of whom spelled thelr name Peeples.

John Peeples of Cheraw District, S. C. enlisted as g Private in the
1st S. C. Regt. in 1775, married in 1776 Catherine, dau. of Alexander
McBride at lcBride's Ford, S. C., theilr son, Jr., being born in 1777.
lie was promoted to Corporal 19 Apr. 1778, discharged 14 July 1778.
General Sumpter wrote that John Peeples served 10 months as private
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and ‘received one grown Megro as pay and bount§. In %49 a dau., Hary,

Also
was born.|In 1781 John served 60 days in the ltevolutionary army. In
1782 he served 34 days as 1lst Lt. in Gen. Francis lkiarion's Brigade. A
dau., iancy Ann, was born in 1784, a son,"Jeése, in 1786. In 1787 John

made claim for his pay as Lt. through Andrew Hunter as agent; he was

aprointed Commissioner of Roads in Cheraw District. In 1789 John bou@"
farm equipment and four negroes in Winton (present Barnwell) County and
in 1790 was settled in Prince William's Parish when the Census was
taken; a son, William H., was born in 1790. John's brother, .William,
"late a soldier in the 5th S. C. Reg't." died in 1793 and John, as
brother and heir, transferred_his rizht of Administration of the estate
to Capt. William Standard of Darlington County, Cheraw District -on
29 May. In 1792 John Peeples received grants of 942 and 615 acres in
Beaufort District, in 1797 a grant of 447 acres, in 1801 995 acres, in
1803 780 acress he appeared with his family in the 1800 Census in -+
Prince William's Parish but died before 1810 and was buried in an
unmarked grave in the Peeples Cemetery near present Sand Hill Church
wherein many members of the family of his uncle, Isham Peeples, are
also buried; this is near present Varnville, S. C.

Jesse Peeples (c.1786-1813) was the second son of John Peeples and

22 Feb. 1808, the Licensedated

his wife, Catherine licBride; he married onA\l3 Feb. 1808, in Savannah,
Georgia, Gertrude LElizabeth McCoy (7 Oct. 1788 - 24 Dec. 1860), dau.
of Henry licCoy and his wife, Esther Oberon. Family tradition says that
Henry licCoy (lcKoy) expigrated from Ire}and_to Virginia and travelled .
Cagt- Henvy Me Koy fought 1w Yhe Battle of W\@%ﬂ‘s Hatls L
on horseback to Savannah, Ga.;f\his Will was recorded in Chatham County

8 August 1821. Annals of Ga. Vol. I, p. 181, 21 July 1789 refers to

the service of Henry WcCoy to the State of Georgia in the Quarter-
master's Department. Jesse Peeples seems to have been involved in
business in Savannah although he owned extensive lands in Princs 7i1liam's

Parish where he was killed by beinz thrown from his horse while



hunting with other members .of his family in 1813; he was buried
beside his father and a handsome stone bears the legend: "Killed by
fall from horse - 1813"%. on 9 Oct. 1811 Jesse and Gertrude Elizabsth
became the parents of their first child, EDWARD HARDEN PEEPIES,
subject of this paper. He was named for laj. Edward Harden whose

.wife, Jane Reid, was a sister of Robert Reid, first husband of Nancy
Ann Peseples who was Jesse! older sister. Major Harden ultimately died
in Savannah, Ga. and his brother, General William Harden, under whom
he had fought in the Revolutionary War, moved to Athens, Ga.

LARLY YEARS

BEdward Larden Peeples was born in Prince William's Parish 9 QOct.
1811 on land inherited by his father, Jesse Peeples, from his father,
Lt. John Peeples, within two miles of the present town of Varnville,
on a branch of the Coosawhatchie River. Jesse Peeples was killed in
a fall from his horse while hunting in 1813 and his second son,

Jesse Williamson Peeples was born posthumously the same year. Jesse's

29 Juwe 1815
widow, Gertrude Elizabeth McCoy Peeples, married|Nathan Johnstonof Mexico
plantation,
(1793-26 June 1869) a—fewesears=lgder: he was the son of Jonas John- ?h
?é‘h’r s

ston (19 Oct. 1763-17 Mar. 1845) and his wife, Elizabeth Tuten (26 Parish
Apr. 1770-16 July 1837), dau. of William and Hemina Tuten. Jonas
Johnston was the son of Nathan Johnston who came to South Carolina in
1768 from North Carolina. Edward Harden Peeples was moved from the
east side of the Coosawhatchie River to the Johnston plantation on
.the old Orangeburg Stagecoach Road some seven miles north of Lawton-
ville; his stepfather, Nathan Johnston, became Executor of his estate
and managed it until Edward reached his majority in 1831. During those
years wndward acquired several half-brothers and sisters: Jonas Johnston
m. Rebecea Hawiitor (3 Sume 1826~ TTuly 1882)

(who grew up and moved to Texas), Hilliag ?. Johnston (1823-8 Jan.

Maviah P23 0ck. 1833 WilWawe 3
1894), Salinea)Houston Johnston who grew up to marry|bssesmee Youmans,vy.,

oyy
Edwords aunts ' 20Feh 1805 4 17T mar. (8113
V8 Apr \3‘?4: 31 0“*' 1843 Sow Wﬁquepus'(we\;s Feb.1€34) and
buvied Lawitonyille

over)
( We \[numtus(l’l'l'!'l' 16 Apr. 1850)



Nathan Henry Johnston (1 Mar. 1828-12 Aug. 1903) who grew up to

for ety

become a Doctor of lMedicine, and Franklin Johnston (1835-1899).

)
e

An uncle of Edward's stepfather, Amos Johnston, who served as Senator

91)

-

from St. Peter's Parish, donated four acres on the Orangeburg Koad

"for religious and educational purposes'" and erected thereon a clap-

board building known as the "Republican Church", a union Church whic}’

ly= 11Tty 1778(p

could be used by all denominations, and this is where Edward worshipped.
It was in time absorbed by the Baptists and named the Lawtonville
Baptist Church; Ldward was baptized there when he was 16. He secured
hiis education at a neighborhood school.

CHARLOTTE ESTHLR LAWTON

s fov detfackmant g Cof. Bull’s Reg
Ju

It was probably at Church that bdward first saw Charlotte Lsther

?ﬂ.-.\
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Lawton (2 lJov. 1813-16 Aug. 1886), dau. of Benjamin Themistocles

D'Ion Lawton (born 22 Dec. 1782 at liulberry Grove Plantation, Black

ceén

Swamp, St. Peter's Parish; died 18 Apr. 1846 and was buried in Albany,

veg. e a4
s £49

Georgia wherc he was visiting his dau., ilary klizabeth, wife of Dr.

Theodore Dehon ifathews; he was a son of Joseph Lawton (born 18 Oct.

}
. 3’05% Ye

1753 at the idisto Island Plantation home of his father, Capt. William
Lawton; died 5 iiar. 1815 at his lulberry <rove Plantation; he was a
Justice of the Peace - see Files AA 2211 et. seq. 3.C. Archives Dept.-
and a Revolutionary Jar officer - sec "lemolrs of Georgiaj Atlanta
1895, Vol. II, pp.396-7 and DAR Mo. 413838). Joseph Lawton married 18

iiar. 1773 Sarali Robert (born 6 Feb. 1755 at St. James', Santee, 5.C.;

died at Trenspine Plantation 6 Oct. 1839; she was a dau. of Jaoquesdgﬂ.
Robert and his wife, Sarah Jaudonj; she vas a great=-3randdau. of the
Kev. Pierre Robert, French Huguenot liinister who fled frowm Basle,
Switzerland to South Carolina in 1686, with his son, Plerre .obert,

Jr. who was the father of Jacques .iobzrt.)

21 Dec.
Denjamin T. D'Ion Lawton in 1603 married Jans Liosse (1783-23 llay

Audior Geomonals Accrat Baokh (Apr. 1118 - Feb 11180) S.c. Avch
oF Punysoungh fov Copr. W SSeffrd Lieut JOSEPH LAWToN, efe



1857), fourth of ﬁh@ sggen daughters of Dr. George liosse, born in
Ireland 1748 whergAgeﬁgraduated from the University of Dublin in
medicine; Dr. osse helped organize the First Baptist Church in Sav-
annah, Ga. on 26 Oct. 1800, serving as 1ts first deacon; he organized

the 0ld Savannah Medical College and was a charter mermber of the first

‘medical society in Georgia; he died on 17 Feb. 1808 at his Black Swamp

is said to
Plantation which he had boucht in 18063 hef/haWeéserved as Surgeon to

the Continental Army aﬁgfié Port Physician in Savannah. In liay 1781 he
at the Baftle o Camden where he surved as Surgeon “Pack Horse" awnd
was captured by the Britishland placed aboard the prison ship%,"rorbav"
in Charleston Ilarbor frorn whence he escarved; see Charleston "TIMES"
4 Apr. 1808 for his Obituary; also see H.C.Records Vol. 17, p. 1046,
G.3.Smith's "History of Georgia and Georgia People", pp. 591-627, and
DAR No. 56186. Dr. Mosse married Dorothy Phoebe Norton (born 10 Nov.
1751 St. Helena's Island, baptized St. Helena's ifpiscopal Church,
Beaufort by the Rev. kir. Peasely 30 Liar. 1752), dau. of Jonathan Norton,
Vestryman of St. Helena's Parish, born 14 July 1705, died 28 Apr. 1774,
and his wife, Mary Ann Chaplin (1716~10 Jan. 1764) whom he married in
St. Helenat's Church 16 lMay 1732. ilary Ann Chaplin Norton was the dau.
of John Chaplin (1682-5 Jan. 1752) and his wife, Phoebe Ladson (1691~
1764), dau. of John Ladson who died on John'!s Islanés$§t1698 and his
wife, llary Stanyarne Ladson(1567-8 Dec. 1707).

‘Then Charlotte msther Lawton fell in love with Ldward Harden

Peenles at age 16, her parents threatened to disinherit her 1f she
20 Apik {Bible accord)

.married him. Jevertheless the counle were married é&n 1888 and the

19 year old Ldward began planting his lends which he was not able to
take legal possession of until 1831 when he reached his majority. He
had inherited only three slaves and his wife had come to him without
dowry in accordance with her parents! threat. Their first child,

W SALimghomn family tradifion says that
Thomas . was born 10 July 1832 and/shortly after that her mother

(ovzr)



relented and sent her six“slaves, including her former personal

maid. Their second child, Jilliam Brisbane was born 9 Nov. 1833; he
later married Susan Catherine licLaughlin and died 5 Apr. 1892, leaving
seven children. |

In 1833 Edward llarden Peeples signed a release for Nathan Johnston
whe had served as Administrator of the _state of Jesse Peeples on .
behalf of Ldward Harden and his bréther, Jesse Williamson Peeples,
certifying that he had had full possession and use of his estate for
the East three years. The instrument was signed 20 Jan. 1833, witnessed
by Thomas Willingham and R. T. Lawton, and is in the possession of
the writer at this present. It was executed in St. Peter's Parish but
notes that the estate involved i1s in Prince William's Parish. HoWever,
idward and Charlotte lived in St. Peter's Parish and eventually dis-
posed of thelr property in Prince l/lilliam's Parish.

On 23 Dec. 1834 a daughter, Elizabeth Stoney, was born; she later
married her cousin, John Lawton (25 3ept. 1830-18 June 1908) and dieg

523 acves — "Terlcho', given foher by her Lather fov "love awdvegards” 2 Spf 1851
on their Plantation|near'the present site of the wpiscopal Church of
the Heavenly Rest on 13 Feb. 1910, leavinz seven children.

An unnamed son was born 13 June 1836, dying the same day; their
fifth child, Jane Lawton, was born 16 July 1837. The sixth child was
Phoebe Sarah, born 23 Apr. 1839, married 24 Feb. 1853 John Shorten
Oswald (14 Dec. 1830-18 Sept. 1901), died 11 Feb. 1910, leaving nine
children.

The month of October 1840 was saddened by the death of their first.
child, Thomas, on the first day thereof, and their fifth child, Jane
Lawton, on the ninth; both children were buried in Lawtonville Ceme-
tery. A seventh child,.Mariah W., born 20 Aug. 1841, lived only unti]

4 Nov. 1842. =lla C., the eighth child, was born 2 llay 1843 and dieq
8 Sept. 1849.

i;ary Harden, born 17 liar. 1845, was the ninth child; she lived to

PG S
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marry Dr. Jesse illller; they had one child, Lucille, born 20 Dec.
1873, who married her first cousin, William Benjamin Oswald (16 Jan.
1858-31 Aug. 1937).

Laward Hardeﬁ Peeples, Jr., their 10th child, was born 1 Dec. 18486,
died 20 Sent. 1902, having married Caroline Reynolds (31 Oct. 1851~

‘3 Mar. 1918) by whom he left three children.

An eleventh child, Anna Cordelia, who was born 16 Oct. 1848, died
24 Jan. 1891, having married Joseph Valentine Morrison (30 Sept. 1843-
14 July 1924) by whom she left ten children.

Edward Harden Peeples does not apwrear in the 1830 Census as head
of a family but his fafher-in~law, Benjamin T. D!'Ion Lawton, is listed
with 17 male slaves and 11 female slaves. Vhen kdward Harden reported
to the 1840 Census Taker in St. Peter's Parish he had 25 male and 25
female slaves; his father-in-law had apparently retired from planting
since he reported only 7 male and 8 female slaves.

In his gistory of Laytonville Baptist Church which was published
in the 1893 Iiinutes of the Savannah .aiver Baptist Association, W. H.
Dowling wrote: "About 50 years ago the present Church was erected,
Edward Y. Peeples, a prominent member and Deacon, having the contract."
This builaing apparently survived the \Jar Between the States,;aktthough
the historian noted that "the records are all destroyed".

The twelfth child was John .illiamson, born 27 Oct. 1850, who married
8 April 1869 kliza Jane ("Lila") Rhodes (6 Oct. 1852-2€ lar. 1915),

of the Hermitage Placnfation, Lawtouville
.dau. of the Hon. George Rhodes,‘\Signer of the Ordinance of B3ecession,

and Eliza Jane Robert, born 30 Jan. 1810, dau. of the Rev. James Jehu
Robert (4 iov. 1781-1¢ Jan. 1852, who reported 116 male and 10l femnale
slaves in the 1830 Census) and his wife, Charlotte Anne Lawton (born
17 Sept. 1785, a sister ol Benjamin T. D'Ion Lawton). Through her
father, Lila Ithodes Peeplss was a lirect descendent of Landgrave lidmund

N . - T i P . 1] . .
Bellinger, of .dmund Bohun, Lsq., "The Diarist®, Chief Justice of

(cvr)



8.
Carolina who died in the Yellow Fever epidemic in Charleston on 5 Oct.
1699, and of Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of Glouster, son of King Edward
ITT of England. Through her mother Lilah Rhodes Peeples was descended
from Landgrave Thomas Smith, Governor of Carolina in 1693, and his

seh, the Second Landgrave Thomas Smith who died at Yeaménsiﬁéll Plan-

tation, Charleston in 1738. Governor Smith was buried in 1694 at his .
plantation, Medway, oldest brick house in South Carolina, built 168§.

Edward Harden and Charlotte wsther Lawton Peenles had three
additional children for a total of fifteen: Dorothea liartha (25 Aug.
1853-8 Sept. 1854), Irene Jessey (31 July 1855-23 July 1856) and an
unnamed still-born son, 22 July 1857.

In 1857 Edward Harden completed and occupied the finest home in
the Lawtonville-Peeplesville area, located arproximately two miles
north of Lawtonville Church but on the opposite side of the road.
Lila Rhodes Peeples, in describing her father-in-law's home many
vears afterwards recalled that its drawing room and parlors boasted
matching gilt pier mirrors which had been made to order in Phila-
delphia and broughtup the River from Savannah at a cost of 1000 each,

t h&b% &&ﬁamﬁéﬂ;’\dga&%&&%e &80 plantations
in the Lawtonville-Peeplesville area although the names of many i e
establishments in the Hobertville area are still recalled. |

During the Vlar Zdward Harden accepted a Commission as Captain of
the men over fifty yeafs of age; he also served as Chairman of the
Soldiers' Relief Fund. In later years he was always affectionately .
referred to by everyone as "Captain Heddie". Dowling says that both
Bdward Harden Peeples and the Hon. Gsorge Rhodes‘“refugeed belore
Sherman, but before the end of 1865 each had returned". He further

wrote:
"Cantain Edward Harden Peenles, one of the four who serveq the

Church so zealously in their day, died at the age of 84. lie was g




worker in the field and a worker in the Church, and no community ever
had a more abliging neighbor, nor any Church a more zealous member.
After the War he returned home and found only the ashes of an elegant
home, and the destruction of a princely estate. But he toiled on and
made life easier for many who still cherish his memory."

. Dowling further notes that lirs. L. iI. Peeples was president of the

Female ..issionary Society of the Church "lfor years, and now the mantle

9.

of the mother falls on the shoulders of the daughter, irs. John Lawton."

Peeples

Charlotte Lsther Lawtonpdied while spendins the summer at Glen Springs,

South Carclina, a cool watering place in the foothills, 16 Aug. 1886.

After the death of Charlotte isther, Zdward Jarden merried her
sister, ilrs. ilary clizabeth Lawton, widow of Dr. Theodore Dehon
Matthews who had died in 18603 she survived her second husband also,
dying 31 ilay 1906. Bdward was at least 78 years old when this marraige
took nlace. After his great mansion was burned by Sherman in 1865 he
had built a small house on the same site but later had moved to a

more substantial two-story house with a broad piazza across the front,

which he buililt on a plantation about one-half mile south of Lawtonville

2 house la¥er kKuvwn as The ?MSON&.&Q“.
Church} The widow of Frank Johnston, younger hall-brother of mdward,

told this story of uwdward:

"y small fire broke out in the press of his cotton gin and quickly
the flames soread to the shingle roof. Althoush he was an octogenarian
"Jeddie" spran: uncon a nearby horsc and rode swiftly tc the ginhouse,

.Sh uting for one of the men to climb to the roof and tear out the
burnin; shingles. N¥o one would take the risk, so "Heldie" climbed up
quite agily and nrulled out the blazing shinzles, thus saving the gin-

q . ps A - 1"
hougse and all the valuable cotton and machiinery there.

o

Somsthin-: of the disastrous quality of the damage inflicted by

D

Sherman's arnav and the effects of the lesalized federal robbing of the

lant freein; thelr slavzs without just recomrense 1s indicated
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10.
by the Census of 1860 showing kdward iHarden with keal &state valued

at 380,000 and a Personal Estate of 96,000, the 1870 Census showing
412,000 and 4,000 for these same items.

It should not be suprosed, however, that the War put a stop to
mdward's business activities. Beaufort County records indicate that
on 3 Nov. 1866 Edward bought 810 acres on Black Creek, a branch of .
Coosawhatchie Swamp, from Shadrach J. Fitts for $1284; this addition -
joined property he already held. Three years later on 30 Sept. 1869
he sold 403 acres in Lawton Townshin tec Tillian licNeel for $1269.

Ldwardl's generosity to his children was prodigious,. as exemplifieg
by his gift "for love and esteem to my daughter Anna Cordelia Norrison
and 31 »naid by Joseph Valentine ilorrison" of 504 acres "bounded north
by Gillisonville Road, south by lands of %Wm. and Allen Causey, east by
Grassey hoad and lands of Mrs. Sanders, west by lands of George Rhodegh
on 30 Sept. 1869. To the Lawtonvlille School Committee he also deedeg
the lot on which the school building stood on 7 Dec. 1872 "to be usegq
exclusively for the education of white children".

A photograph of ndward Harden and Charlotte wnsther Lawton Peepleg
taken shortly before her death is in the possession of the writer; gp
oil paintinz of their dau., Llizabeth Peeples Lawton, is in the
possession of lirs. G. kontague Clarke, Estill, S. C.; like=nesses or
John Jilliamson Peeples and others of their children may be found in
other homes in the community. Captain Neddie's desk is presently
owned by a great-great-grands®n, Dr. Paul W. Peeples. His pOster
bed, made in 1821, which he subsequently gave t" his daughter Eliz-
abeth in 1851, 1s Owned by the author.




