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e Charlesfort found

apparently disappeared without trace. The
Spanish established their first colony at St =
Augustine, Florida, in 1565 and a year later

THE SITE of the first attempt at a European
colony in the USA may have been discovered.
Pieces of 16th century French pottery are said
to prove that the colony of Charlesfort lies
beneath a golf course on the US Marine base
at Parris Island, near Beaufort, South Carolina.

The colony was built by an expedition of
150 Huguenots, led by Jean Ribaut, which
landed in May 1562, about 20 years before
the first English settlement at Roanoke,
Virginia. As soon as the tiny fort was built,
Ribaut returned to France for fresh supplies
and more settlers, leaving behind a garrison of
27 men. He promised to be back within six
months, but was diverted to England by civil
war in France and was jailed as a Huguenot
spy. At Charlesfort, fire destroyed most of the

supplies, the men rebelled and killed their —

commanding officer, and about 11 months
after the settlement was started, the mutineers
sailed for France. The colony was recorded by
poth the French and the Spanish, but had

built Santa Elana in South Carolina. Dr

Chester DePlatter and Stanley South, archeeol-
ogists at the University of South Carolina, were

excavating Santa Elana when they realised -

thgt archzological and documentary evidence
pointed to Charlesfort being on the same site.

After the French settlers had abandoned —

Charlesfort, only a servant boy, Ruffi, who had
taken refuge with the Indians, stayed behind.
It was he who led the Spanish to the site of the
fort, where they used the moat and founda-
tions to start their own settlement. D.Telegraph,
Guardian, 7 June 1996.
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