AN INTERESTING FAMILY CONNECTINN OF OLD ST. PAUL'S PARISH. 1,
by Rev. Dr. Robert E. H. Peeples . |

In her Scholarly account of the Ward family of Charleston and St. Paul’s
Parish, Cﬁlleton Co.1 the late Slann Legaré Clement Simmons noted that
John Ward, born 14 Feb 1767, eldest son of Joshua Ward (1756-1802), Char-
leston Attorney, marrieg Mary Somersall ang named their two daughters:
Sarah Hartley Ward ang Mary Ward. The family connectinn of Mary Somersall
centered around her wealthy and much-belnved grandmnther, born Margaret

2
Miles, baptized 4 Apr 1722 in St, Andrew's Parish, daughter of Thomas

legacy as "my daughter Margaret Hartley" in the 21 Feb 1756 codicil to

his 1751 will,3 for she had long been happily married tn James Hartley,

planter of Hyde Park Plantation. In hig 24 Dec 1757 will,4 with ecndicil

of 27 Apr 1758,'James Hartley left "my beloved wife Margaret" a 1ire in-

terest in his profitable Hyde Park Plantatinn, left hisg 1700-acre Combahee

Plantation to be divided between their two daughters: Mary Philip ang

. Sarah Hartley, left his Buck Hall Plantatinn to their son Thomas Hartléy
who was tn have Hyde Park also, after his mother'!s 1lirfe interest, left
their daughter Mary "the”slaves formerly left her by her grandmother Mary
Miles" and named his_son-in-law Robert Philip, Charleston merchant ang
‘Planter, his Executor. James Hartley died 1759. His estate appraisors,
including Margaret's brother Captain Silas Miles (1724-1766), valued his
Hyde Park Plantation @ E11,824, his Green Point Plantation, Prince wi11-
lam Parish @ 514,291, his Buck Hall Plantatisn @ 517,542, his Charles
Town house @ £5,143, plus notes owed by such worthies as Gidenn Dupont
and William Fox, for a total of B54,804/6/8 with the eminent Attorney
James Parsons, husband of Margaret's cousin, Susannah Miles, handling
his affairs. Their three children were:

. 1. Thomas Hartley, planter of Buck Hall Plantatinn, whn marrieq Mary
Roberts, daughter of John Roberts, deceased. He made his will 13 Dec 1771,
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proved 19 Mar 1773,5 for he died 27 Feb 1773, leaving four children:

&. Dr. James Hartley, physician énd planter of Snake Island Plantatinon
(formerly the western part of Buck Hall), married (1) 10 Mar 1785 .
Sarah Perry and (2) 24 Apr 1788 at Stonn, Miss Eliza Ladson. His tomb
is in Holy Cross Churchyard, Stateburg. His daughter Eliza Hartley
married Williem H. Joyner and died 10 net 1815 in her 18th year.
b. Margaret Hartley received half-interest in Hyde Park Plantation,
plus a town lot in Savannah, Ga., in her father's 1771 will, married
. 3 Nct 1784 John Farr, Esq. of St. Paul's Parish.v
¢. Mary Hartley received Buck Hall Plantation fronting on New Church
Road "where I now 1ive" in her father's 1771 will.
d. Ann Hartley received half-interest in Hyde Park Plantation in her
father's will, married July 1786 Captain William Hext, 8 planter of
St. Pault's Parish, whose 29 May 1790 will, proved 17 Dec 1790, lert
"my wife Ann all the property I shall be entitled to at the decease nf‘)

James Hartley Hext "all my landed estate" and their daughter Eliza Hext,

her grandmother Mrs. Margaret (Miles Hartley) Williems", their son

‘Mary (Roberts) Hartley married (2) 9 Dec 1773 Joseph Stanyarne of St.

Paul's Parish.®

2. Mery Hartley married 10 Apr 1758 Robert Philip,® prominent Charles
Town merchant and planter, a loyalist whose eséate was listed for config-
cation by the State of Seuth Caro;l.ina,11 whnse'25 Sep 1781 will, proved
26 Jun 1784,12 named their daughter Margaret Philip. Mary (Hartley) Philip
made her will 26 Feb 1785, proved 13 Jun 1'785,15 naming her mother Margaret
(Miles Hartley) Williams, her nephew Dr. James Hartley and her nieces
Margaret (Hartley) Farr and Mary Somersall. Their daughter:

8. Margaret Philip married Captain Archibald ("Mad Archie") Campbell

of the British Army and had died before 26 Feb 1785 when her mother's .

will declared: "my mother (Mrs. Margaret Miles Hartley Williams) shall
have custody of my granddaughter Margaret Philip Campbell until she
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is of age or married". In a 2 Apr 1785 codicil Mary (Hartley)

Philip refers tn "my late husband" and names Edward Rutledge among

the guardians of her granddaughter.

3. Sarah Hartley married (1) Mr. Crostwaite of Prince William Parish
and as his widow married (2) Jan 1774 William Somersall,14 Charles Torwn
merchant from St. Christopher's, West Indies, who had married 11 Dec.
1766 Sareh Legar’e,l5 Charles Town spinster, born 2 Apr 1749,16 died
17 Jul 1771,17 buried in Circular Cnngregational Churchyard, by whom he
had two sons: Thomas Anthony Somersall and Stafford Somersall.18 William
Somersall, died 1788, and Sarah (Hartley) Semersall had an nnly daughter:

a. Mary Somersall, born 1775, died 29 Jan 1813,° married Gol. John

Ward, born 14 Feb 1767; their two daughters: Sarah Hartley Ward mar-

ried Captain Edward Armstrong and Mary Ward married Gouverneur

Morris Wilkins.

Margaret (Miles) Hartley of Hyde Park Plantation married (2) Robert
Williams,zo planter of St. Paul's Parish. He was nf Bristol, England
30 Apr 1733 when he had a 500-acre grant in Georgia of Tweedside Plant-
ation between John Williams and Dr. Patrick Tailfer. With John and Cor-
nelius Sandiford of St. Kitts and Bristol, he organized Robert Williams
& Co. to import molasses, salt and rum into Genrgia and export timber.

By 1739 he was there selling rum and organizing horse races, which surely
brought him into contact with the fashionable horse-loving McPhersons of
Prince William Parish. In 1742 he was established as a merchant at Port
Royal, S.C. and invested in several Beaufort town lots. By 1764 when Mary
Miles, widow of Thomas Miles of Poplar Springs Plantation, made her will,
proved 18 Mar 1765,21 she 1eft & bequest to her daughter Margaret "wife
of Robert Williams". Robert and Margaret (Miles Hartley) Williams made an
Indenture 8 May 1770 with Robert Philip, Charles Town planter, noting

that according to thelr marriage agreement, Margaret was to receive from

Robert one-half the net proceeds annually of her Hyde Park Plantation
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profits, with some of which she had purchased 29 slaves which she was

then giving to Robert Philip aé trustee for her daughter Mary (Hartle%..

Philip and her grandchildren James Hartley and Margaret Hartley.

Robert Williams made his will 3 Oct 1771, proved 1776, 22 leaving to
"my beloved wife Margaret her Hyde Pafk Plantation" and slaves valued @
82,000 to his son Robert Williams, Charles Town Attorney, who had married
Ann Roper, daughter of wealthy William Roper and his wife Grace Hext,
daughter of David and Ann Hext, and a Beaufort town lot to each of these
grandchildren, Robert Williams and Elizabeth Grace Williams. To his daugh-
ter Mary, wife of James Edward Powell, Esq. of Savennah, Ga., he gave
£3,000 to be put at interest and the income paid tn her. James Edward
P~well had settled in 1748 on John Williams' 500-acre grant, entered the
lumber trade and was elected to the Georgia Legislature. Their son Robert
Williams Powell was left a Beaufort town lot by his grandfather; their
daughters were Elizabeth and Mary Powell. ‘

In 1787 the American artist, Henry Benbridge (1743-1812) was in
Charleston and painted "The Hartley Famlly", one of his acknowledged
masterpieces. The central figuer of this conversation piece is Margaret

Miles Hartley Williams. It includes her daughter, Sarah Hartley Somersalj

s

wife of William Somersall, her granddaughter, Mary Somersall Ward (1775~
1813), wife of Col. John Ward, and her great-granddaughter and ward,
Margaret Philip Campbell, daughter of Archibald and Margaret (Philip)
Campbell.

In the 1790 Census of St. Paul's Parish, Charlesten District, Margaret
(Miles Hartley) Williams was residing at her Hyde Park Plantation with
several members of her femily, a grandame with 77 servants at her beck
and call. Her great-grandson James McPherson Hartley (1791-1793) is buﬁl.
ied in Poplar Springs Plantation Cemetery beside her parents.
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