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Mrs, Judy (Henley) Phillips
Route 3 Box 284
Tullahoma, Tennessee 37388
8 October 1984

Dear Rev, Peeples,

I was VERY happy to hear from you. I am sorry to be so long in
answering,

I am Society Historian for the Franklin Co. Hist.'Soc. One of the
jobs of that office is Editor of a quarterly newsletter, I have
just gotten that done.

Every Wed,, for over 4 yrs., I have worked (Vol,) cleaning, sorting,
etc. the oid Franklin Co., Loose Chancery and Circuit Court Records,
We're called "Project Preservation" or the "Dig"., The Tenn, State
Library and Archives has filmed 1808-1860, Another lady and I will
finish the 1870's this Wed., then we will begin on the 1880's.

-10 year periods,

This will probably be our most worthwhile project for future
generations., We have burned up in the summer, cold in the winter
and of course the records are very dirty and some very mouldy.

We have begged for supplies, recycling folders by turning them
inside out. No one seems to be very interested in our "gold mine,"
There are only 4 of us who keep it going on a regular basis,

A recent article in Nashville said their loose records are
scattered all over Nashville., Those records would contain info,

of interest to people every where! I would pay to work on those
records,

Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays I keep my soon to be 3 year old
grandsgn, Brandon Daniel Phillips. I do work (vol) for Coffee
Co.y also,

I was born 1939 Sewanee, Franklin Co., Tenn, My maiden name was
Henley, Other direct line names are: Richardson, Gipson, Long,
Phipps, Sanders, Smith, Suitor with comnections to @illiams Roarks,
Garners, Lynch, Bells, Thompsons; everyone on the Sewanee M%. and
valley of Alto (once Hawkersville), Celders — n~&52$%!2,_au,1u,

I have Abstracts of Early Records of Laurens Coé! Se Ce 1285-1820
Compiled by Sara M, Nash. makes me crazy reading 1t since 1t
is like reading Franklin Co., Tenn,

Everyone in Franklin Co., Tenn, is_related one way or the other,
They just don't know it, always., I have some gr gr gr grandmothers
whom I don't know their maiden name, so I am a collector, I have
14 3 ring notebooks full of family sheets, cross referenced,

My gr gr grandfather, Allen Gipson (spy) came with his father in
1814 from Laurens.Co.,, SCe Allen was born in 1803 Laurems. I do
not know who his father and mother were. His father was probably
John, David or William Gipson of Laurens. I lean toward John be-
cause my grandmother used to talk alot about John Gipson settling
here, early, I was too young and dld_not get info, from my grand-
mother while she was livinge Allen Gipson, b 1803 Laurens (from an
obit) m., Anny Long, dau, of John and Susan ( ) Long,
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My gr grandmother, Martha Gipson, dau. of Allen m, William Riley
Richardson, son of Abel Richardson and Mary ( )o I believe
Abel to be the son of an Amos Richardson who was heres

Laurens Co., SC Deed Book J pg 224,

6/15/1811-7/8/1811, Robt Creswell to Jas Leek for $350, 200 .a., on
Duncans Cr.b. on Andw Rodgers, John Clark, Thos Milam, Chas Nabors.
Sold by sheriff John Clark to sd Re Ce. as former prop% of Ashford

D. Clary, Wit:C. Saxon, Lecil Bobo, J. Garlington, Clk,DR of Agnes Ce.

Alot of John Clarks here, Allen Gipson had a son in law John Clark,
1840 Coffee Co. Cen, Lecil Bobo 00121001-00010001 pl65.

" m p 179:Jas, Smith, Charles Gilliam, John Smith, Jas. Bell,
Amos Richardson, Thos, Bell, Margaret Smith, etc., Many of these
people were on the 1830 Franklin Co., Census and later fell into
Coffee Co.

Min, Book 183%6-1840 Coffee Coo, Tn, p 147 "On motion of James
Richardson,..George W, Richardson late of Coffee Co., Tenn, hath
departed this life intestate, administration of said Estate is granted
to his Father James Richardson and Lecil Bobo who came into Court

and entered into bond...

Minute Book 1832-1837 Nov, Term 1833 p 265 Franklin Co., Tenn,
A deed of conveyance from George W, Richardson to James Richardson
10 3/L acres. A deed Geo, W, Richardson to James Richardson 12% acres.

Laurens Coe., SC Deed Book J pg 104, 8/7/1809-9/4/1809, Ezekiel X
Mathews to my dau, Margaret Gibson we of John G, Deed of Gift negro
girl Lucey 9/10, not to be sold, Wit: J. Fo. Wolff, John Coker,
Saml, Matthews, Saml, Cunningham, J. Pe

The Mathew and Coker families are well established in Franklin Co,
Tn, dJohn Campbell Coker married Sarah Richardson, my granny,
Callie Fonia (Richardson), Henley's sister,

There is a Bell file at Franklin Co, Lib., History Room, I took

a very brief look into it (I will look again) There was an

enquiry from a Mrs, Vera Milam Ryker, Rt 3 Box 34, Cecil, AR 72930
wanting pts, wife etc of Coleman Milam. If this seems to be new to
you let me know and I will make some copies of the contents of this
file. I also plan to look at some of the earlier loose records

for the Milam name,

T have done very little SC research, Which Society would be the
best to get info out of Laurens? What is the cost for the
Pinckney Dist Newsletter/membership?

Aaron Lynch appears many times in Laurens deeds. I believe Aaron
Lynch, Franklin Co., Tne. had bro, Berry Lynch m., Jane Henley 1843
Frankiin Co.sTn, My gr gr grandfather, John Henley was guar of

Wm. B. Lynch minor heir of Berry Lynch. Wm, B, Lynch received a
child's part in my gr gr gr grandfather, Wm, Alex, Henley's estate,
Have you noticed any Lynch genealogies irom Laurens? (Aaron Lynch
was admr of Berry Lynch who was dead by 1847,) My gr gr grandfather
John Henley was also listed as a spy on the muster roll, I have

since received the widows's pension,




Henry Garner b, ca 1790 NC d, 1861 Franklin Co,, Tenn, married
Mary (Polly) Richardson b, ca 1794 SC, One of their daughters,
Elizabeth b ca 1812 m, David Gipson., They moved to Independence
Co., Ark, where they raised their family and died., One of their
descendants (who is married to a Henley) lives in Independence,
She has written to me and I sent her info, She says Elizabeth -
and David Gipson are buried near by, but I have been unable to
get her to send me the dates on their stones., I mention these
people (1) because of their connection with the Milam tract of
land and (2) another of their children, Mary b ca 1815-20 married
a Williams and lived Van Buren Co,, Ark, Henry Griffin Garner
groﬁher of Mary (Garner) Williams was appointed power of atty

y Mary.

I hope some of this is helpful to you, at least interesting,
Crow Creek runs close to the Ala, line, My Susan Henley, widow
of my gr gr grandfather John Henley, said on the pen, application
that they were married at Crow Creek, Her mother is supposed to
be a Kenny, Susan was born at Jackson Co,, Ala,

John Henley is son of Wm, Alex, Henley and ' - .

My father has two sisters who married Garners and a brother
who married a Garner,

Iike I said, everyomne here is kin,

Liuren Deed Book k p 27 mention a Tilman Smith, There is one here,
also,

Laurens Deed Book K p 295 7/3/1820, Henry M Rutledge now of Franklin
Co., Tenn, to Geo Madden for $461, 117 a, nw of Saluda R, Plat shows
b, on Jas Glover, Wit: Mabra Madden, John Blakely. Pr: John Madden JP,

Franklin Co., Tn. Book T p 693 Register's office 11 Nov 1843
between Henry M, Rutledge of the county of Coffeec.s.t0 John Henly
and Thomas Henly of Franklin County, Tennessee $600,00..s On
Morris Creek waters of Elk River Beginning...of a tract sold by said
Henry to Wm, Rankins,..200 acres more or less,

Henry M, Rutledge (LS)
Thomas Henley was brother to my John Henley.,

The SC Rutledges had alot of land around here,..Rutledge Hill...
Rutledge Fallseee

Test to John Henley's will were: Ann Rutledge, J J Abernathy,
John B Elliott, Milton Jones and W W Philpot,

I am friends with Max Barnes a descendant of Peter Barnes and
Dennis Barnes, Max is probably in his 70's, I mentioned your
Milams to him, Maybe he will come up with something,

I have just been talking with my good firend, Jeanne R, Bigger,

CGS and chairperson of our Project Preservation., Mrs, Ryker had
hired Jeanne at one time, so she had researched the Miliams. Jeanne
said that Mrs. Ryker will probably give you all she has,

I will keep looking, Singerely,

. ‘ Jud rco T
whot (s Pu(ollbl\eo( on %\ﬁ’”””“?""boﬂts ;y(__ﬁws K price



FRANKLIN COUNTY, TENN, LOOSE COURT RECORDS-Project Preservation
Transcribed by Judy (Henley) Phillips 1984

John F, Anderson v Peter Barnes Answer to Bill
Filed 20 June 1871

The Separate answer of Peter Barnes to the Cross Bill of

John F, Anderson filed against the Respondent and others in the
case of Peter Barnes v John F, Anderson et als pending in the
Chancery Court at Winchester,

This Respondent Saving and reserving to himself the usual benefit

of exceptions, answering Says: It is true that Shade Barnes was

not one of the children of Dennis Barnes but is a Son of George
Barnes who, was a Son of the said Dennis, and the Said George died
leaving Surviving him his two Sons, the Said Shade and Dennis Barnes,
All the parties in interest are correctly set out in Complainants
Bill, It is true that Dennis Barnes died Seized & possessed of the
145 acres tract and also of the Milam tract containing about 252
acres, Respondent admits that complainant did buy the interests of
Several of the heirs at law of Said Dennis Barnes deceased, in

Said real Estate, and the numbers of Shares bought by Complainants
deed to this Respondent, bearing date Feby 4th 1867 which Deed will
be filed at the hearing., Respondent admits that complainant bought
the Share of Patsy Barnes who is now dead, also the share of Elizabeth
Barnes, and also the Share of the heirs al law of Barny Barnes, the
said Elizabeth & Barny being Grand children with out one interest,
also the interest of Larkin Smith & wife Eliza, also William Greer

& wife Franky Ann, and also the interest of Dennis Barnes and also
the Dower interes% of Delila Barnes widow of Dennis Barnes,

Respondent admits that Complainant is the Guardian of Tennessee
Barnes, but Respondent has been informed by Complainant that she
is now of age,

Respondent admits it to be true that he purchased all the interests
charged by Complainant in his cross bill to have been bought by this
Respondent-but it is not true that he did not purchase & is not the
owner of the interest of John and George Barnes, but on the contrary
Respondent purchased the shares of both the Said John & George and
took their conveyances therefor, which will be filed at the hearing
of this cause, both of which having been duly registered. It is not
true that John Barnes Sold his interest in Said land to David Wells,
nor did he Sell his interest to the Said Wells in any part thereof,
but the land Sold by the Said John to the Said Wells, was a 25 acre
tract bought by the Said John from Dennis Barnes in ﬁis life time,
and which tract of 25 acres was conveyed by Dennis Barnes in two
parcels to the Said John, the first containing 15 acres & the Second
10 acres, and the Said David Wells had no interest whatever in the
145 acre tract as charged by Complainant, It is not true that

under the condition expressed in Complainants cross bill, Complainang
and Respondent undertook to settle between themselves, their interest
and divide the lands, nor is it true that it was agreed between thenm
that Respondent Should take the Milam tract, and all that part of
the Anderson tract in the West Side of Crow Creek and the Mill &
Mill Seat in the East Side, and that Complainant was to take all the




ballance in the East side of the Creek, except that part sold by
John Barnes to David Wells, nor is it true, Respondent was to pay
gomgltt;bout $2700.00 in boot, the whole cﬁarge is without foundation
in truth. ‘ ‘

The facts are Simply these: Complt claimed to own Eight Share in
the two tracts of land of which Dennis Barnes died Seized & posse=-
ssed, and Respdt on the 4th day of February 1867 offered to pay
Compit $3000,00 for his Eight interests in the Milam tract of
land of which Dennis Barnes died Seized & possessed, which offer
Complt agreed to take and therefor Respondant paid Complt $1000,00
in Cash and gave his two notes for $1000,00 each due 1lst __ 1867

& 1st March 1868 with interest from date and thereupon Complt
Executed to Respdt (blot) conveyance to said Milam tract which
conveyance will be filed at the hearing. Nothing was Said about
Said 145 acre tract in Said transaction, and the Same was left in
common between Complt and Respdts and every Allegation in Complts
Cross bill to the contrary is untrue in point of fact,

It is true Complt agreed to indemnify Respdt against the claim of
the Said Tennessee and at the Same time Complt stated to this

Respdt that he was the lawful and legal owner of the Eight interest
he claimed to own and agreed to make them good to this Respdt and
Respdt Supposes that Complts titles to Said interests are good as
stated by him, but Respdt ’ nor knew or knows anything of the
facts, and there and now wholy relies upon the Statement of the

Said Complt., It is not true that Respdt agreed to indemnify Complt
against the claim of the children of George Barnes or any one else
to any part of said land, and the charge in Complts bill to that
effect is without truth, and the facts are as before stated that
Respdt posted forth mo part of his interest in said 145 acre tract
to Complainant or any one else, nor did he agree to part with his
interest in any part thereof by parole or in writing or in any other
way. Respondent knows nothing as to the charge that complt title to
some of the interest Sold to Respdt was imperfect at the time of
said sale and was subsequently perfected by Complt, but Respdt supposes
it to be true, Since Complt agreed that his Respdt should have valid
title to the {nterest of his co-heirs.e..

To show the Court the absurdity of the case made by Complt.

Respdt states to the Court that the Milan tract of land is worth
about $4000,00 at most. Respdt believes that it could be sold for
that much money, but the tax assesor who knows the land well in
conjunction with another tract of 300 acres put both tracts together
at $3000.,00 only., Now Respdt owns 7/15 of said tract and Complt,
8/15 of said tract and Respdt paid Complt $3000,00 for Complt 8/15
in said Milam tract the whole of the $3000,00 has been paid to
Complt by Respdt, and the payment was equal to a cash payment, as
1/3 was paid in cash and the other on short time with interest from
date, It is true Complt owned the dower interest of the widow of
Dennis Barnes in said tract, but said dower embraced only 1/3 of said
tract and said widow was quite advanced in years at the time of said
sale and consequently her dower interest was estimated as of but
1little value in said trade, Respdt has been informed that complt
sold the 145 acre tract to Wells for $2000,00, Now as Complt has
collected from Respdt $3000,00 for one tract and sold the other for




$2000,00 of which has been paid to him by Wells as Respondent is
informed, it follows that Complt has received $5000,00 for 8/15 of
said land and his inconsiderable dower claim on a fraction of one
of the tracts, while the whole premises at a liberal estimate are
worth not more that $5000,00 which would leave this Respdt but
$1000,00 for his 7/15 of said land and now having fully answered all
the allegations of Complts Cross bill, Respdt prays to be hense
dismissed,

Tobe Turney

Marks, Fitzpatrick & Gregory
for Respt.

State of Tennessee
Franklin County,

Personally appeared Peter Barnes and made oath in due form
of law that the foregoing answer is true to the best of
his knowledge information & belief,

Sworn to & Subscribed

before me June 20 1871 his
Te He Finch C&M Peter X Barnes
mark

Same Case, Depositions of Jas. Sargent, Henry Garner, & Sanders
Faris taken by consent on the 17th day of January 1873 to be read
as evidence on the trial of the above case on behalf of Complt.

James Sarjent being sworn states:

1 Question Are you acquainted with the parties?

Ans Yes Sir

2 Are you acquainted with a tract of land known as the"Milam tract®
which is in controversy in this suit?

Ans Yes Sir I have known it for 40 or 50 years,

3 State whether or not you ever help survey the "Milam tract" and
if so how many acres are there in said tract?

(objected to for competency)

Ans I helped survey it. There is about 260 acres in it,

L4 How much of said tract is valley or bottom land & how much
mountain land,

Ans I don't remember how much valley land there is, I don't think
there is more than 50 or 60 acres valley land,

5 How much was said land worth amn acre in 18672

Ans T don't know that there is any material difference in the value
of the land then and now, It is worth $22,50 an acre- estimating
valley and mountain land all together,

X Examined

When was it you helped survey said land and who was the surveyor,
Ans I don't recollect the year but Frank Estill was the Surveyor,
2nd By Same, Did you see the deed to said tract of land when it
was surveyed

Ans I dont't recollect as 1 did,

3rd Then, how do you know there was but about 260 acres in the tract,
ans I gol that from Mr, Barnes, he says there is 250 or 60 acres
Lth By Same What is the valley or bottom land worth per acre

Ans I suppose it is worth $40 or $50 per acre,

5th By Same What is the mountain land worth,



Ans T am not posted as to value of mountain land over there-
don't know what it would be worth,
6th By Same Who has been in possession of the Milam tract of land
for the past 10 or 12 years,
Ans The widow lived on it 4 or 5 years after the death of Dennis
Barnes, her husband which occurred in 1859 and since then Peter
Barnes has been in possession - he (Peter Barnes)
lived on a portion of said tract while his stepmother was living on
the same - this is my recollection,
Re Examined
1 When you say the valley land is worth 40 or 50 § an acre do
you mean that alone without any mountain land?
Ans T reson the valley land alone is worth 40 or 50 § an acre
2 Who else lived on the land while Peter Barnes lived there after
the death of his father besides his stepmother, that is upon the
"Milam tract®?
Ans Wm Greer & Jo Pack lived there, My recollection is they lived
there after she moved away,

James Sargent
Sworn & subscribed to before me
Jany 17th 1873 T. He Finch C&M Witness 1 Day for Complt $1.00

Henry Garner next witness being Sworn states:

l. Are you acquainted with the parties to the suit and are you
acquainted with the "Milam tract" of land on Crow Creek?

Ans T know parties and I am acquainted with the "Milam tract", have
been about 40 years,

2 What was the '"Milam tract" worth an acre in the year 18672

Ans There is not much difference in the worth of it then & now,

I would not give more that 40% an acre for the valley land with the
mountain part of the tract thrown in

3> State whether or not that would be fair price for this land?

Ans T think it would be a fair price, I don't think it is worth
any more,

L How many acres of valley land is there in the "Milam tract?®

Ans There are 50 or 60 acres of the tract, valley land,

5 Are you acquainted with what is known as the "Anderson tract"

of the Dennis Barnes land?

Ans T anm,

6 How far does it lie from the "Milam tract"?

Ans The creek just divides it, that is from the "Milam tract."

7 State whether or not it is of the same character of soil the
"Milam tract?®

Ans It is, I think the Creek overflows on both sides that is a
portion of both the "Milaim" and "Anderson tracts",

8 State whether or not the Anderson tract is worth as much an acre,
as the Milam tract?

Ans Taking both tracts all even I don't think there is much diff-
erence in them as to value per acre.

Xexamined

How often did you ever see the Milam tract overflown

Ans T couldn't say how often but several times



end By Same, Does the overflow ever prevent the cultivation of the
tillable land.

Ans No Sir, not that I know of,

3rd By Same, State if you know how much of the Anderson tract

is valley or bottom land,

Ans, T expect there is 25 acres as nigh as T can recollect about it,
I mean on the hill side not the bottom,

Lth, By Same, State upon which Side of Crow Creek is the grist mill
Situated and who claims it and has control of ite

Ans, It is on the east side of Crow Creek, Peter Barnes claims

it and has control of it.

5th, By Same State whether or not Dave Wells bought 24 acres of the
Anderson tract before the death of Dennis Barnes,

Ans, Yes, I think it was 25 acres he bought of said tract before
Barne'!s death,

6th, By Same., How much of the 25 acres which Wells bought was
bottom land

Ans, I reckon ther was about may be 15 acres.

7th How much of the Anderson tract outside of the 25 acres Wells
bought is bottom land,

Ans, There can't be more that ten acres there may be that much,.,..
8th Is all the rest of the tract mountain land, ,
Ans, T would consider it mountain part of it is cleared on teh hill
side,

Sworn & subscribed

to before me Jany 17 1873

T, H, Finch C&M Henrey Garner

Sanders Faris next called states that he has heard the deposition
of Jas Sarjent read and adopts the same as his own, except as to the
number of acres in the tract, He dont know how many acres and as to
those who lived upon the land he don't remember who was in possession
of the land
Upon being asked deponent says he lives and has lived for about 33
years about 18 miles from the land in controversy and James Sargent,
whose dposition was taken today has lived during.. that time 12 or
15 miles from said land .
Re Examined,
Have been on Crow Creek lots of times for the last forty years and
know the land & helped Survey it the same time Esqr James Sergeant
did.

Anders Faris
Sworn & subscribed to before me, January 17th 1873
Te H, Finch C&M
Sanders Faris claims 1 Day attendance $1,00.

This case is huge,




