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THOMAS FEHREL, ARTIFICER
SCUT'H CARCLINA MILITIA, 1781-1782
Compztriots 3obart G. Tucker, Ph. Dy Co Go He Sey &nd
hylen M. Rudy .

Szt. Ariel Nims Chapter, MOSAR, Joplin

It'began in Kovexber; 1082, in response to persistent rumors that

a Hevolutionary War Soldier was buried at kacedonia Cemetery,
Newten Ccunty, Missouri. We 4id not know the name c¢f the soldier
nor the locestion of his gra;e within the cemetery. we decided

that we wculd investigate and see Af we could ldentify the seldler,
locate - the =xsct svot of.his grave, prove his gilitary service in
the Anzrican Hevolution, end mark his greve saltably in accord .
with the goals cf the Sons of the American Hevolution.

It was obvious that we wouid be searching for an elderly man, for
Newton Countv wars not Tormed until 1839: bj that date any veteran
of the Bevolutionérv War would be in his reventies or éighties.
Posslibly ﬁg ywould be a pensioner, so we 5egah our search by looking
for pénsionérs of the Revolutionary War living in Southwest Missouri
in the 1R30's, 7Two are listed in the 1840 census for Barry County
from which Newton County was formed 1n‘1839. Augustm Sins (832520)
and Thomas Walker (S6339). Since Macédonia Cemetery ls only a few
miles from Barry County, we thought that one of these might be the
veteran we'sought. To check out these posslibllities we engaged the}
services of a professional genealogist Mrs, ftarie Varrelman Mele
chiori, C., G, B. S., oOf vienna. Virginie, = dedicated member of the
DAR who frequently works on problems such as the one we facéd. We
wrote to her on the 21st of November and asked her to gee what she

could find.re Augustém Sims and Thomas Walker. She responded in
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early Dacenber that Augustin Sinmg Tremoved to Illinois in 18&8

which eliminated hia from considerstion. Ehe founi several

Thomes Walkere with ﬁevolutionary War service, but none seemed to
be buried in Newton County, Missouri, so this possibility looks
bleek.

During Novexbe; we contacted Mr. John Vanslyke of Stella, Missouri,
2 long term roeiient of the area who told us thst he could ldentify
the voeition of the grave in Macedonisa Cemetery. Yow did he know?
When he was a boy, his father had teken him to the spot and said.v
"This i &here‘the 0ld soldier is buriea”. L AL ﬁgat tire, about

1630, the grave was marked and protected by an iron fence. By

’

LY

1983 the fence was gone and.all other 1dent1f)int narkers, 4
In Decenber we Plcked up an inportant clue from lir., Larry Jaﬂps ,'
of Neosho, Missouri, historian, He told us that the DAR had pubﬂ
lish°d something about the soldier buried at Macedonia Cometery.
After some searching we located the publication in the Fublic
Lib:ery. Pineville, Mireouri, It was difficult to 1ocate bncause

of a nieprint, The reference i

Houts, Iirs, Hale,, anolutionarv War Sold;bfé Buried in Missouri,
DAR (1966), Pe 72,

1

"This book ig an elphabetic listing of Revolutionary War Soldiers

known to be buried in Missouri. On page 72 there is a short bio-
graphy of William Dilday of Lawrence éounty. But right in the
middle of his biography appears "Ferrell or Ferrill who is burieq

in the Macedonia Cemetery north of Stella, in Kewton County. Came

with his femily from Indiana sbout 1835, and first located on

Shoal - Creek and later moved to a place about a mile north of Stellg
where he died 4in 1841," Macedonia Cenetery is one mile north of
Stella in Newtén County, hiseouri. we seened to be nating some

progresst we had a surname, and we knew the epot in the cemetery
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where the grave was located. The next clue came from the 1840
census of Newton County, Missouri, where we found a ThomassFerril

listed as a head of family. The numerical description of the family

iss

Males: . 0=2=0=0=0=l1=0=0=0=0wl
Females: 2=0-0-0-1

This family, then, included two adult men, one aged 30-40, the other
aged 80-90. The latter would bs the right age for military service

during the Revolution, but which one was Thomas, and what was the
e of the other?

The answer to this question came March 1, 1983. with the dlscovery
fa deed in Newton County Court House (B:380-1). On February 26,

1850, William Ferrel and his wife Marget Ferrel, residents of
ashington County, Arkansas, sold 4 acres of land in Newton County
ying 1n.$ectionv29..Twp. 26, Range 29, This indicated the pro-

bability that Thomas wés the ”Old‘Soldler” and William was his son

[:yho cared for him during his last illness and buried him at Mace- )

Jonla Cemetery,
We immediately 1n1t1atedka search with Mrs. Melchiori for a Bev-
olJutionary War Soldiér named Thomas Ferrel who served in any state
d who died in Missouri. She Teplied on March 10th with negative
esultss she found no Thomas Ferrel who died in Missouri in either
the National Archives nor the DAR records. A letter to NSS4R in
Léuisville likewise drew a negative response. Mrs. Melchiori dia
Tind William Ferrel in ghe 1850 census in Washington County, Aar-

- kansas, and this turned out to be a helpful clue:s

" Approximate birth yr.
H

William Ferrill 34 M Fmr . (1796)

Marget Ferrill 6 F OH (1804)

John Ferrill 19 M Fmr IN (1831)

Willlam Ferrill 15 M Fur IN (1835)

Mary Ferrill S U MO (1836)

Marget Ferrill 11 F MO (1839)

Morgan Ferrill 6 M MO (1844) )
Elizabeth Ferrill 4 F MO (1846) :
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Compatison with the 1840 census record and the information given
by Mrs. Houts in her book make a perfect fit. It ceemed falrly
definite that we weTe on the right track, that we were pursuing

a veteran who had never been claimed by anyone in either the SAR

or the DAR, and that proof of military service would have to be
found in a state source.

The next step was & systematlc search of the 1790 censué. all
states, for a Thomas Ferrel, all spellings. Only one was found,
Thomes Farrel of Chester County, South Cerolina, head of a famlily
conslsting of man and wife, Tive sons and a daughter. Was this our
hero? On April sth a letter of inquirey was dispatched to the

SC Dept. of Archives & History, Columbla, South Carolina.

‘Before & Treply was recelved, we met with Mr. John Vanslyke and with
Mr., James Miles, Caretaker of the beaut;fully maintained Macedonla
Cemetery, on April 15th and staked the grave of Thomas Ferrel. This
was done with reference'to the plot map of the cemetery and the
tombstones of the Vanslyke Family. After this had been done with
gréat care, Compatriot Tuckef got down on hls hends and knees and
felt the ground of the staked grave and the immediate surroundings.
Something was found next to the staked grave; when dug up, 1t re-
vealed a stone carrying the initials "M. 4. F." ©Since F 1s some-
what unusual as the first letter of & surname, we accepted this es
evidence that we were in the right place. M. A. F. 1s probably one
of the grandchildren of Thomas, possibly either Mary, Marget, or
Morgan as listed in the 1850 census or a Blbling who died young.
The SC Dept. of'Archives & History responded April 29th with proof
of Revolutlonary Service for Thomas Ferrel (Comp. Gen. Accts,

Audited Tor BRevolutlonary War service, AA2366, Boll 4k), The record .

ghowes that Thomas Ferrel, ArtificeT, gerved 105 days in the SC
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Milite in 1781 and 1782 for which he was pald £68 11sh 5p. However,

he did not collect all of hig pay until Sept. 13, 1785, and he was

forced to use one John Fleninz as agent to make the collection.

.Phere Tremained to define the Toute of Thomas Ferrel fron his native

south Carolinsa to his final deetination in Missouri. JNMres. Mel~
chiori was eble to do this in & short period of time. The 1850
census shows that Williem Ferrel was boTn in Ohio about 1796. But

Ohio d4id not become a state until 18033 indeed the Ohio Territory

was not organized until 1799. It would appear that Thomas left T

Séuth Caroline around 1795 for whatever Treason end settled in the

Northwest Territory in the pert which later became Ioungstown. Ohlo.

" He appears in a number of offlciel records:

1801 - EHesident tax=peyer in Trumbull Co.. Ohio Lerritory
1806 - Resident tax-payer in 6th District, Trumbell Co.. Ohio

1820 Censug - Head of Family, age over 45, Youngstown, Trun=-
MA1Cm.OMQ

.o"’"
,;--‘-4""'

1830 Census - Living slone, age 60-70, Youngstown.q&rumbull
Co., Ohio

Now we could write his blography. Born about 1760. Served in the
SC Militie for 105 deys 1n 1781-2, Head of family reslding in
Chester County, South Cerclina, in 1790. Kemoved to horthwest

Territory about 1795. Hesident of the Youngstown, Ohio, area untll

. sfter 1830. His unidentified wife must have died in Irumbull

County shortly before the 1830 census was taken. About 1831 re-
moved %o someplace in Indiana to be with his son William. %homas
and William removed to Barry County, Missouri, about 1836 and were
original residents of Newton County when it was formed in 1839,
Thomas died in 1841, aged about 81, end was buried in Macedonia

Cenetery.

A sufficient number of facts were now assembled. On June 13th
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an appllcation‘was filed for an official gcvernment military stone
for the grave of Thomes Ferrel. The stone was delivered on August
8th end ermplaced at the grave by Compatriots Paul I. Butler, Joseph
We Jackson, James W. Lee, Sr., and the authors on Sept. 26th,
Additionally, the grave was marked by the SAX bronze 1nsig§$ggon
Georgla marble with dedicaetion by the Sgt. 4irilel hkims Chapter,
‘Meanwvhile, preparafions were made for e lieriorial Service a2t ‘the
cemetery for Veterans® Day, 1983, Invitations were mailed in the
period Sept. 29 to Oct, 8. -grgve‘registration’wés filed with.’-
both the SAR and the DA4R. Unsuccessful attempts'%eré made to

eterans* Day dawned cold but df;: About 300 dedicated patriots
=séembled at Macedonia Ceretery to honor ®“the 0ld Scldier". The

progran began ﬁith e stirring concert of John Phllip Sousa marqhs

—played by the East Newton High School Band under the direction of
|

!

B

ir. Rob Goade., Compatriot Charles W. Calef, President, MNOSAR,
Pid ell welcome. Colors were presented by SS Jack E., Hoover and
men from the 203rd Engineering Batallion, lissouri National Guard.
‘he Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was given followed by the
(SAR Pledgme. The invocation was given by Chaplain Paul T. Butler.
Compatriot Rudy presented a blographical eketch of Thomas Ferrel,
Revolutionary Nilitiaman from South Carolina. Compatriot Augustus
'di Zerega, V, denealogist General, extended greetings from the
National Scelety, SAB.,-Other national officers present were
'Begistrar General G. Arthur Luther and Past President General

M. Grahan Ciérk. Jr. State Bepresentative Nolan G. licNeill ad-
dressed the assembly on the txﬁe meaning of Veterans®' Day. Con-

gressman Gene Taylor was scheduled to speak but was unable to at-



Thomas Ferrsl, pe 7
tend due to the failure of Congress to adjourn for Veterans' Day.

Mr. Gary Nodler, Assistant to Congressman Taylor, gave a brief

‘explanation.

The grave of Thomas Ferrel was decorated by Mrs. Raymond Guppy,
Regent, Neosho Ehaﬁter, MODAR, and Mrs. Fredas L. Cook, Crganizing
Regent, Leke 0' The Cherokee Chaptér, Miami, OKDAB. At epproximately
11100 A.M. volleys were fired over the grave by Nationsl Guardsmen,
and Taps was sounded by Miss Lisa Frazier. The Song cf Fraise
Chorus from the Ozark Bible College, Jgplin. sang "dmerica the
Beautiful® and "Faith of Our Fathers", following which the Band
played our National Anthem. Chapiain Butler pronounced the bene-
diction, the National Guardsmen retired the Colors, and the Band
played a recesslonal.,

One-hundred and'forty;two-years after his death, Thomas PFerrel,
artificer and militiaman of the American Bevolution, had been

memorialized appropriately.
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