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'~ ALIFE OF LEARNING

Teacher Aileen McGinty opened the book onisland education

ileen Leigh McGinty came to -
A Hilton Head Island to teach in

a one-room schoolhouse, five
children in five different grades.

That was in 1954, two years after she
and her husband, architect R.A. “Pete”
McGinty, bought a lot on the ocean for
$1,100. They arrived by barge, all their
worldly goods in a borrowed-pickup
with room to spare.

Aileen’s grand adventure ended with
her peaceful death at home on July 6.
“We had the best life anybody could
have,” Pete said.

By the time dementiastarted stealing .
Aileen away about a decade ago, she
had taught many more islanders the
joys of reading and writing.

In 1954, Aileen McGinty, standing, taught Hilton Head Island students, from
Bernadette Dixon and Avary and Frederick Hack in a one-room schoolhouse.
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She taught for three decades, most
of it at Sea Pines Academy and Hilton
Head Preparatory School, never raising
her voice, never scolding. After that, 2
room in their Sea Pines home was dedi-
cated to the stream of young scholaﬁs.
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