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Recorded documents give a rather comprehensive picture of the life
of William Lawton, who died on Edisto Island between October 9, 1757, and
October 15, 1757./ His will referred to him simply as "Planter" of St. John's
Pari;h,-Edisté Island, Colleton Couﬁtﬁf but when Jaééph Séabrook, 5aniel Town-—

' send, and David Adams appraised his estate on December 19, 1757, they listed
him as "Cgptain". Whether he was a retired sea captain, a captain in either
His Majesty's Service or the local militia, or whether his appraisers merely
conferred this title as a ﬁark of respect, is not known.

Inferences are that Captain Lawton was a Presbyterian or an Anglican,
although there are few extant records of early Edisto Churches. James Clark,
in his will of-April 16, 1750, names as trustees "My loving brothers in law

‘William Jenkins and William Lawton"g of a one hundred pound trust "for the
use and support of the Gospell in the Presbyterian Congregation in Zdisto

rIsland",?;nd the minutes of the Vestry of St. John'!'s Colleton, the Anglican
Congregation for Edisto, for August 6, 1750, read "Also this Day agreed that

Mr. Samuel Jones and Mr. Joseph Phips and Mr:_William Lawton Are a Pointed
Oversears for the Poor of the said Parish." Such persons were nominated by
the ﬁestries of each parish fbr the-"ovefsight, ordering and relieving of
the poor", with power to demand and receive such gifts, legacies, fines,

~forfeitures, and "any money or things whatsoever" as were given for the use
of the poor, as well as th\ power Lo institute suit for their collection or
enforcement. Under the statute law, each vestry was required to nominate
"two or more sober, discreet and subsiantbhl persons" for this post. They
were required by statute to meet with the church wardens monthly after services

.£o consult and regulaté matters peftaining to the poogg,and fﬁ maké accbuntings
to the vestries of their activities. Both the church wardens and overseers
..of the poor were subject to fine for failing and/or refusing to accept their-
~appointments. However, regardless of his denominational affiliation, Captain
Lawton was sufficiently concerned with religion not only to request the usual
Christian burial in his will, but after the gﬁ:gif&-salutory clauses to state,
"Principally being sincerely sorry for -a]l my Sins r.qnd humbly begging pardon

ufor the smnérI commend myiséul to the Mercies of God mj-CrEatdr in & thro! .

‘Jesus Christ my Blefsed Savior & Redeemer on whom alone I trust for the pardon

7
& remifsion of all my Sins & for Eternal Life & Salvation."
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Willijam Lawton was also a man of some education and culture. When

he Witnessed the will of John Sealy on March 13, 1737, he was the only one of

the three witnesses to write his name rather than use a mark. His library at

the time of his death in 1757 included "Two Volums Family Instructer", "Driling

Court", one large-and two small Bibles, a "Dixionary", Burket on the New

Testament, Watts Sermons, and a "lott of books". While his household contained

the usual ordinary tin wear; "old-dishes!'y trunks, etc., it also had a number

of finer items, such as silver forks and spoons, china, damask table linen,

curtains, "locking glasses", pictures, tea tables, desks, ['teasters and valiants",
"pavillions", etc. His personal wardrobe was more than agequate, as he

possessed for dress occasions a brpadcloth suit, a wig, gold sleeve buttons,

_ and silver shoe buckles. For everyday wear he could select from two hats,

three Fustian coats, an old Welch coat, a broadcloth coat, "Coat and Breches
Bagathey", a riding coat, a callico "rapper" and a "lott of old clothes'".
An English horse whip and silver watch were special accessories.

The William Lawton Homestead was a six hundred and sixty acre place.

It was formed by a two hundred acre tract acquired from the Executors of
/0

.William Tiliy_ih Méy, 174k, and an adjoining four hundred and sixty acres

, & , : /B
purchased fron1;§§? Cuthbert in January, 175@; Thirty-six slaves cultivated

rice, indigo, pease, corn, and tended the four bee hives, and the birds and

animals, which numbered at Captain Lawton's death: iwenty-three turkeys,

__thirty-one fouls, fifteen geese, sixty-five cattle, thirty-six sheep, and

Bk Py
fifty-one "hoggs". In maintaining this establishment).seme—of Lthesey—and
other;—implementswere usedr coopers tools, reap hooks, branding irons,

spades, axes, hoes, bellows, a number of iron and earthen-“potts“, saws, eight

‘. rice mills, three corn mills, two spinning wheels, one quilting frame, and

Uota. Q- ) A WTM*J; Yiie- }

channel pumps. For transportation the family used either the large or the

' small sailing ecance. Several guns, including one with a "Silverlight!, and..

/2,

- shrimp and fish nets helped to provide both food and pleasure.

On at least two occasions Captain Lawton dealt in the money or slave

market along with John Calder. Benjamin Gowen gave them iﬁ;qrtgage for three
and William Fry executed a mortgage to them on i;slav s in March, 175,
hundred pounds securing five slaves in March, 175 or one hundred seven

' pounds, seven shillings, and four pence.AFAt his death his estate was appraised

at-seven thousand, nine hundred one pounds, seven shillings, and six pence, o

exclusive of land, and the inventory consists of eight minutely detailed pages.
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Captain Lawton first married Mary Clarke, daughter of Jeremish

Clarke., Her sister, Martha, married Mr. Eaton and another sister, Phoebe,

married William Jenkins. From the Lawbton-Clarke union, four éhildren were

born: (James Clark who spelled his name with the "e! mentioned his Lawton

niece and nephews in his will)

1.

2.

- Josiah Lawton,swhose will, dated October 15, 1757, designated

him as a planter of St. John's Parish, Edisto Island, Colleton
County. Proved on December 9, 1757, the will named his brother,
William Lawton I?r:], Isaac Rippon, and William Baynard,
Executors. (This will, dated six days after the will of his
father, William iawton, speaks of land left to him by his

father and was proved on the same day as that of his father..
Witnesses were John Fry, Ephraim Mikell, and William Crawford.
His land was devised to his brother, Jeremiah Lawton; his
personal property was bequeathed to his brothers and sisters:
William TLawton Kﬁr{?, Jeremiah Lawton, Winborn Lawton, Joseph
Lawton, Sarah Lawton, and Mary Tawton. His estate, appraised
by Daniel Townsend, David Adams, and Josepe/éeabrook on January
305 1758, was valued, exclusive of land, at one thouignd,
fifteen pounds, fifteen shillings, and eleven pence. f:pparently
he died ummarried.

William Lawton, Jr. apparently died young and ummarried. His
estate was appraised on January 1, 1759, by Daniel Townsend,

: L7
Andrew Townsend, and John Jenkins.

. Sarah Lawton was born in 1739, married John Seabrook, and died

Qo
on October 21, 1798. Her descendants, including her son, William

2/
Seabrook, are treated in other articles.

Jeremiah Lawton died young and probably ummarried. His personal
estate was appraised on May 20, 1762, for one thousand one hundred
fifty-five pournis by John Fry, Joseph % William Sealey,

and Robert Seabrooke.

efor] ” m ! LR, "““‘22
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William Lawton's second marriage was to Miss Winborn. She was a

daughter of Thomas Winborn, whose will dated April 1h, 1753, proved January

23, 1756, denoted him as a p

Lanter of "Wadmalah Island, St. John's Parish,



- Parish in Granville Countv.-

Colleton County": Winborn's will mentions, among others, his Lawton Grand-

23
childrens 7

1. Winborn Lawton, born onEdisto in 1745, died on James Island
on Se.p’l;em‘ra-;ar 22, 1809.27 He married the ﬁvj_dow, Mary Mathews,
a daughter of Jonathan Frampton; she was born om August 22, 17h9,
and died on February 10, 1839+ Mary had one son, William
Mathews, by her first marriage. - Winborn Lawton and his wife,

Mary, had three children: Winborn Lawton, Jre, born 178_2, diec/

o/
March 2, 1861, ’B’)eula.h Lawton, who married Mr. Hughes, and
ag 2 &

William Lawtone 7
2y

2. Mary Lawton a;np_arently died young and unmmarried.

3o 3/

Sometime after Paul Grimball died between Janﬁ 17L9/50 and
Jan()?’g, 1750/51, Captain Lawton married his widow, Mary. Said to be a Sams,

it is known that she was a daughter of Susannah Winborn by a marriage other
' 32

than Susannah's marriage to Thomas Winborn. (Captain Lawton's second and

2 : N
third wives were step-sisters.) After Williasm Lawton's death, for her third
marriage, Mary married Samuel Fickling and moved from Edisto to Prince Wigdiam's
From the Fickling Jlarriage there were apparently no cm
She died in St. Peter's Parish in I®&0( 7 Mary!'s

Grimball children were: Providence Grimball Mikell, John Grimball, Ann Grimball

2 5
Robert and Thomas Grimball. Her issue from the Lawton marriage:

2 N < 33,,
1. Joseph Lawton, born Edisto Island, October 18, 1753, died
37

on March 5, 1815, at his Mulberry Grove Plantation on
Blackswamp near Robertville, St. Peter's Parish, Beaufort
District, to which he had moved about 1775. He married on March

(o)) 3
18, ﬂ/ Sarah Robert, who was born at St. James Santee on

/4
February 6, 175%.. She was a daughter of Jacques.somebtimes 4
A G Lo i .A—Fch M-Caﬁv-w"“_ L%\
called James) Robert,aand a great grand—daught r of the Rev. v

Pierre Robert, [the minister who came with the Huguenot Group

3 e :
to St. James Jantee in 1686. Joseph Lawton was a Justice of
¢y o
the Peace and a Revolutionary officer. He, his half brother,

John Grimball} his half sister, Ann Grimball Robert; along
with members of the Maner, Jaudon, Robert and other related

A

families, settled the Robertville area. Previously Episcopalians,

Joseph and Sarah Lawbon joined the Baptist Church there, becoming

& | e -
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prominent in that denomination. She died on October 6, 1839,
at Transpine near Robertville, the summer home of her son,

4

#7
Colonel Alexander J. Lawton. Her tombstone states that, her
1////// descendants then numbered one hundred and twenty-six. Termed
the Robertville, Blackswamp, and Lawbonville "Lawtons", they

are treated comprehensively elsewhere,

William Lawton's will, dated October 9, 1757, was proved December
T

9, 1757. It is more probable that he died between October 9, 1757, the date

of his will, and Octobef 15, 1757, the date oﬁqpis son Josiah's will, which
speaks of the "land left to me by my father”.J Witnessed by John Mikell,
John Fry, and John Frach, William's will named "My loving wife Mary Lawton
Executrix my loving son Josiah Lawton my loviﬂg Brother Isaac Rippon and

my loving fried William Maxwell Executors". Only Mary Lawton and Isaac
Rippon qualified as Executorse.

Under the will, William's wife, Mary, received nine named Negroes
with their tools; her husband's riding horse; Friske; one-fourth of/ his
cattle and sheep; one-third of his household goods; and for her lifetime,
the large canoe and sails; and the tract described as "the plantation I now
live on". Besides receiving shares in the estate, each child was provided

' for by specific bequest and/or devise:

Josiah Lawton: One Negro man, Cyrus; a large silver spoon; a gun,
one~half of the land "bought from Mr. Cuthbert" and the large
canoe and sails after the death of his step-mother, Mary.

William Lawton, (Jr.): A Negro man, Agram; and the other one-half
of the land "bought from Mr. Cuthbert".

Sarah Lawton: A Negro woman, Phillisj; and her son, Jacob; a riding
__horse and saddle,

__Jeremiah Lawton: A Negro man, Amos.
Winborn Lawton: A Negro, Peter; and one Mustize girl, Chloe.

Mary Lawton: A Negro, Pegg; and a pair of "gold sleeVeibuttons
I now wear".

Joseph Lawton: -One Negro boy, Tomj one girl, Hannaj silver watchs
silver shoe buckles.and after the death of William's widow Mary
(Joseph's mother) "the plantation I now live on'.

1
His sons, Josiah and William Lawton, were required %o take charge
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of the Parts" of Sarah, Jeremish, Winborn and Mary Lawton until they arrived

Side X
at nineteen or until they were married. Joseph Lawton, the youngest child,¢”34¢4i*
had as his guardian. his mother, the widow Mary. The other named minors

were her sﬁép—dﬁildren;

Captain Lawton and at least one of his wives are probably buried
b koo g
in two now unmarked depressions 4 brick-enclosed plantation

cemetery in an area known as Hanahan's on Steamboat Landing/Road, Edisto

J3
Island. Among the graves still marked in this spot are: "John Seabrook

(de 1795); Sarah Lawton Seabrook (de 1798); William Seabrook (de 1836); and

. Mary Ann Seabrook (d. 1836). ﬁ\g@ﬁ%’jmwﬂ mr{"fﬁ;ﬁ%ﬂ L d’

This cemetery is on what William Lawton's will described as "the

plantation I now live on''. It was devised to his w1dow Mary for life and then
.3".(
to his son, Joseph Lawton. After Mary marrie% Samuel Fickling, she released
e

her 1life interest to her sgfzhgoseph Lawton, who in turn sold it to John
= 'Ml&&’3,)7¢ﬁt S S B S
Hannahan‘airpﬁéiifthe Same time Joseﬁgzgegan acquiring tracts that became

Muiberry Grove in St. Peter's Parish. The deed fromrJoseph Lawton contains

- this reservation: "Saving and reserving nevertheless to the said Joseph
Lawton and his heirs forever a CERTAIN BURYING Place or Grave Yard containing
one quarter of an acre within the tract of two hundred acres of land and where
the family of Lawp9n agd other Qf_thei;_nea; kigdred he;étofore Ead been
accustomed to bury." This reservation with the right of ingress and egress
to the cemetery is mentioned in at least six different places in the deed.
A number of years ago this area was divided into small tracts and sold to

s 60

-

/

Negroes.




: | leqiﬂlj

le Will of William Lawton, Will Book 1767-1771,p. 507, Also Will of
Josiah Lawton, Will Book 1767-1771,p. 513, Charleston County Probate Office.

2. Ibid. William Lawton Will.

3. Inventory Estate of Captain William-Lawbony Inventory Book 1756-58, pp. 289-296;
Charleston Coupty Probate Office.

L.

e Will of Jomes 01ark, Will Book 17L47-52, p. 291, Charleston County Probate Office.

5. Minutes of the Vestry of St. John's Colleton, for August 6, 1?50 possession
of Dalcho Historical 6001ety, Charleston.

6. Brevard‘s Digest {John HofF Charleston, 1814) Vol. II, p. 123, AA. 1TARS
PL L. TOL; also, p. 127, A. A. 1757, P. L. 2LL-5.

7. William Lawton Will, Bp. Clt.

8. Will of John Sealy, Will Book 1740-17L47, p. L9, Charleston County Probate O fice
7. Inventory Estate of Captain William Lawton, Op. Cit.

'10. Memorial Booky¥ol. T, pp. L36-L37, S. C. Historical Commission, Columbia.

11. Ibid., pp. 1h1-1h2.

12. Inventory Estate of Captain William Lawton, Op. Cit.

13. Mortgage Book 1753, p. éﬁ%gjs. C. Archives, Columbia.
LIPS, S 285t
15. Inventory Estate of Capt~in William Lawton, 92. EEE.

16. Will of Jerem:ah Clarke, Will Book 1727-1729, p. 20L. Also Will of James
Clark, Will Book 17L47-1753, p. 291, Charleston County Probate Office.

17. Will of Josiah Lawton, Op. Cit.
18. Inventory of Estate of Josiah Lawion, Inventory Book 1758-1761, p.

Charleston County Probate Office. :
[rd

A2,
h—‘Tg_—TE?entory of Estate of William Lawbton, Inventory Book 1758-1761, piﬁ%he—ﬁhig

Charleston Corntv Brobate Offlce
j”c ‘” k/ f“”Y z o~ Arrpsoloies ik,

L 20, euaﬁzﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬂlkaL TG, Mag], vOl_Ig§g;p. a0

21, Tbid., Vol. l«#; Dp. 61-62.

28, Inventory Estate of Jeremish Lawton, Inventory Book 1761-1763, pp- 2b0—2h1,
Chﬂrleﬁton County Probate Office.

23. Will of Thomas Winborn, Will Book 1752-1756, p. L18, Charleston County ‘
frobate Office..

- 2L. Family Papers. Mr. Wm. E. McLeod, James Island, S. C.
2h. Ibid. 7 Y

255 odd .
2T+ Ibid.
28. DeSaussure's Equity Reports (Robert H. Small, pPhiladelphis, 185L), Vol. III,

p. 198, 7Ex Parte William Lawton, case heard January 1611.

28, McLeod, Op. Cit.



s ~_ 30. The S. C.Hisbexica) & Gem. Mag., Vol. XXIII (April 1922), No. 2, Pp. 39-Ul.

1 31. Miller, Annie E., Our Family Circle (J. W. Burke Co., Macon, Ga., 1931),p. 393.
AlsoCrimball Family Papers, Mrs. Marion F. Whaley, Edisbo Island.

'32. Will of Susannah Winborn, Will Book 1780-1783;, p. L7, Charleston County Probate

6ffice. She w=s the widow of Thomas Winborn, of Wadmalaw Island. Dated

f — e ——Jan. 1788, it leaves one half of her personal estate to her daughter Mary

. Fickling for life, and the other one half to her grandchildren: Thomas Townsend,‘
_John Townsend, Abigail Townsend, and Sarah Townsend. It also states that
her daughter, Susannah by 1homﬂs Pymzencky Winborn, married Daniel Townsend.
Certain property is left to Thomas Little and to Samuel Fickling. Other
peoperty is left to other grandchildren: Susannah Biw Pike, Ann Ulmnr, and
Mary Little. By a codicil, dated Feb. 15, 1779, Susannah gave the one half
share left to her daught r Mary Fickling, to Mary's three children: John
Grimball, Joseph Lawton, and Ann Roberts. Witnessed by W. McGillivary, John
3 Stanyarne, and Geo: Fickling Unn., it was proved Dec. 23, 1780,

33. Ibid. Also Thomas Winborn Will, Op. Cit. The Thomas Winborn Wil ntions
his ”present" wife Susannah, also a daughter myduizxpxesemt Susanfiak by his
present wife; his sons, Samuel and Thomas Winborn; his grandchi dren: Winborn
Lawton, Mary Lawton, John Gibbons, and Susannah Gibbons. A bill of sale
from Thonas Winborn, dated Oct. 27, 17L9,(Book II, p. 59, Microfilm, S.C.
Archives, Columbia) to his daughter Susannah Gibbons would indicate that
Thomas Winborn had a daugther by a prior marriage who married John Gibbons.

3B. Deed Mary Fickling to Joseph Lawton, Deed Book U=6, p. hh9, Charleston County
Ro M. G. Office. '

35. Inventory Estate Of Mary Fickling, dated Jan. 31, 180L. Family Collection of
late Agnes Tison Smlth, Garnett, S. C.; now in possession of A. J.Ives,
Jacksonville, FLa.

36. This may te incorrect. gift of -a slave from Mery Fikkling to her grand—daughter,
Mary Hadley, and ' T, Thomas Hadley, dated Oct. 3, 1803, would
52 — . indicatesth Mary Fickling -
had FlCKllﬂg issue who married a Hadley. Paper Bmith

Collection, Ibid.

37. 5. C.H. & G. Mag., Op. Cit. -

'38. Mary Fickling Deed, Op. Cit. Also Miller, Op. Cit., p. Fbd,

bt - \{/// 39. Tombstone of Joseph Law Robertville Cemetary. Also death notlce, -
: SH.C.H, NG Mag: . Vol 193Q), - 6?, citing Charles.cn—papers, e

; = st 7 s ﬂ&f’ re) BE .,
' 7; LO. voup oo T - Tombst*ne of William Henry Lawton, Esg., Bostick Cemetary,

'Garnett S+is sta:es he was born on Blackswamp Feb. 23, 1775. He was oldest
chiid of j0oseph and Sarah Lawton.

ll. Miller, Op. Cit., p. 323.

L2. Nlller, Op. Git.
pp— % 4%/\-}&7(-»04 ~a€w4ﬁ C;W&“"i"’
(MI{, wwv%\..., [ TT}—Q))(P“L[ :

3. See Referenceg Flles AA 2211 el 5 Phns Joseph Lawton, 5.C. Archives, Columbia.

Ly, Memoirs of Georgia (Atlanta, Southern #istorical Association, 1895) Vol.}II;ﬁi
pp. 396-397. Also National DAR Number L13638.

: L5, United States Census, 1790. —See also Miller, Op. Cit.-

6. Undated and Unidentified frasment of newspaper article written/by a graﬂdﬁhild —
of Joseph and Sarah Lawton, from papcrs of the late Benjamin Lawton; now in
possession of the writer. S&#Bmx See also, Townsend, Leah, South Carolina £

Bagtists (1680-'-18%' e ﬂl&rlo;engszwtz Eo B Te‘lor.ence, .‘513\1335) !i

7. -~ Jaudon-Family Bible, data copied by Hiss Lilly F.- Staiford Lawton, 0Olka.

L8. Tombstone: Sarah Robert Lawton, Robertville Cemetary, Robertville, §.¢.




L.

‘ 50.
5%
i
53.
i
55.
| 56.
57.

A

See Miller, Op. Cit., pp. 323-389.

Also,Willis, Anne Wllllngham, A Family History (Higgins-McArthur Co., Atlanta,
Ga., 1946), pp. &5@R@x 65-80.
Also, McCall, Ettie Tidwell, McCail-Tidwell and Allied Families (Privately
~ Printed, Atlanta, Ga., 1931), p. 581, et se%
Note: Joseph Lawton has been erroneously called¥Joseph Lawton, Jr. See

Nobe éjl

Willian Lawton Will, Op. Git.

Josiah Lawton Will, Op. Cit.
William Lawbon Will, Op. Cit.

Letter, Mr. William E. Seabrook, (March 24,1957) of Edisto Island, to the writer.

Plantation Cemetary, Edisto Islands

¥WikixmRxiakiiam William Lawton Will, Op. Cit.

Mary Fickding Deed, Op. Cit.

Deed Joseph Lawton and ‘his wife Sarah Lawton of Granville County to

John Hanahan:— Deed Book U-6, p. 450, Charleston County RM R. M. C. Office.
Witnesses were Elias Robert, John Audebert, and Charles Ammmetx Amonet.
This deed recites that the property had been devised to Joseph Lawton,
under the willof his fatheh, William Lawton, subject to the life estate of
Joseph's mother, Mary Lawton; that Joseph's mother, Mary, had subsequently
remarried Samuel Fickling, and had r-leased the property to her son.

The deed states that the premmses were originally granted to Benjamin
1) U e

58. Z Thomas D.nisl to Josgph Lawbon, Beed Book Zli, p. 125, Charleston County RM

59.

691 Seabr ook Letter. Op. Cit.

, and had become the ‘rowerty OL “the late Wllllan Liawton through
Divers conveyances. } man
Guaat. It uses.the bounding land-OWﬁers from the Nlllman Grant (May lh l?O?),
the Deed from the Executors of Wllllam Tilly to William Lawton Xx@pxx@i
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Granted to Benjamin Willman... which said tract is distinguished by afdividing
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of the said Three Hundred Acres, nOW'belonanp to the personage of a Baptist

A"bqngre gation, prlckgigoff _the-original Plat and Distinghshed by the saad line

o0 the West on Lands then belonging to Archibald Cald er; now Ephrim Mickels,
to the. Norbh on a Creek out of Nbeth Edisto River, and to the East on Lards

]?orgm ﬂ belonging to John Frampton, now John Seabrocks...2

l.\,
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Deed Joseph Lawton to John Hanahan. Op. Cit.. -



