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THE LAY20X3!
i omany pre Civil War Maps of Hilton Eead Islani thers
appzars the name Lawiton written across much cf the southzrr =nd

during the Civil War, reveals a "Lawton Place! of 1800 acreas

.

largest plantaetion on the islznd. Who were the Law:=ons'? The pur-
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The association of the Lawitchas' with the srominsnc families
Of ant:pelilum Hiltor® Head Islend give a good idea ©Ff th: ‘znily's
invelvonent in the area; for examsle the Lawions' were -
. =
th¢e Seibrooks?, Sams!, Grimszlis’, Fick:iings', Bawvnarliz-, Zavants',
and tr: Yosses', all of whon a cne time or another -zl T:w< on

L.ttle more than genealogy cculd be decerzed Zro-m - Zamily

- —~ - - 3 = ; - - - - - - s = - - -~
CCrL.aCll0onis, 1L 1t were not ZIr = D[acnirticsesiniT Coalaect:
. .

z2175 1n +the Soutn.Carolirs .5 h-msm Dyl —mne? Vo Lmm i mnm e
Paezils LI Cae outri,LaXolina L.l / XIN8TI L7, TLS PETElE are
1 - o m F AT awe~Adar Tom T oange T Tt ATz e
T2 SC__z2CCcion OZ ne zan, Alg¥erncer James Leayrten O =~ _2ZxsvwramT
T e e n near :(“’\:x""‘-V‘--':. :‘ou—‘- Cay-o.;:v- Wam Tmmaa e~ ey
Pizlzallon ne ncoegrTviiie, > [l ro.ina. <45 ZIZThaen, JOsE3h

TC saran ROdbext (daughter of the former Sarzh Jaudeoa). - Liaxan
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James Lawton was born 21st of November, 1790, married Martha Mosse,
November 15, 1809 and died 2April 8; .1876. The 2lexander Lawtons'
had twelve children. One was the Confederate A. R. Lawton.
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The Lawton-Mosse connesction is vcry impoxrtant for this socia

: 1139
history (see chart). Dr. George Mosse,' a BaPtist, settled on St.
' e 770
Lieua leanalsnoruly before the Revolutlonarj War and la;e* moved
' \Mqo

to Savannceh, Georglar Dr. Mosse owned property on Hilton Head

-
-

Island. He had seven daughters. Three Lawton sons of Joseph Lawton

.

;ﬁ? Blackswamp, married three Mosse daughter: Alexander J.
married Martha; his brother Joseph J. married Phoebe; and Jane

marrjed Benjamin T. D. Lawton. Another Aosse daughter, Elizabeth

:’mWQS
married ,uames Stoney of Hi ton Head lSTQnd thej had a cGavgntar,
Sanah . . . A - .
Marthai who first married a Hilton Head Islander, Thomas Henzxy
\
. L BrpiR \ 830 ) .
Barkscale, and later married|a Lawton. Her connection will nlay a
particularly important role in this account.
ﬂNwavg Grsvt
Alexander J. Lawton oI Eiewslk n Plantaticn nzaxr Rokertville,

jobs
and be responsible for much of ihe social, religious, political,

. y ?
anc economic life of his region. [’ orebes £ an
ecueITSaA-ang ~-Capablo—persons—areurd—at—the—time .| Just tha respon-

nin busy and create the bulk of his pavers; novever, the xany
facgts involved in running a plantaulor prepared and iavolved him
n carrying out comnunity resosonsibilities. Alexander o. Lawton

was a colcnel of the South Carolina Militia, ceputy surveycr of

Beaufort District, Post Master of Robertville, justice o the Daz



appraiser of estates, executor of wills, trustee o
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‘and treasurer of Blaékswamp Baptist Church. As rost m
aéked bv the “Baptist Missionary Mag;ziné“ to-coliect & subscription
fee from Miss Cordelia P. Snell. Often soneone's relative in
Europe, mostly Scotland and Ireiand, would send money to a relative
living near Robertville. BAlexander J. Lawton would have the re-
sponsibility of dispersing’the money through a credited account.

Iﬁ the Lawton papers, many letters wére add:essed o Alexanéer
in Savarnah. He very likely had a house there. He alzo received

mail in Coosawhatchie, where he probably did not have a house,

(’b\c sewn Y vmd Yeou S

for it was too near Robertville, but during the|Coosavhatchie was

the 3rd circuit of the Court of Equity, and Alexander's many
involvements reguired him to appear at court guite often.
: alvont

It appears that business matters, as well as mest every-thing
else, involved relatives.and Ba?tists; In Savannah; Coionel‘A‘ J.
Lawton dgit.with Lawton and Behn,vfactors. He even had a business
partrership with J. B. Jaudon (hais mpthe}'s family) in Savannzah.

Taylor and Lawton and Ccmpany of Savannah and Charleston sent mer-

Sislans’ Fexvyy

chandise up the Savannah River by boat toythe nearest landirg to

(SN

" Robertvilie, where Coldnel Lawton's wagons would meat the boats

*

and ship the goodsto?BlacIFwamp Plantations.

Large sections of, Alexander Lawion's papers concern the execution

of wills, mostly his relatives wills. Among these is the estate

. T

Thcnas Henry
b i+ Dec. \

August 1832, aged 36 years, 9 months and 13 days. Coionel 2lexander

]

Fh

o iesad Island, who died 27th of



Hithn Head (see Charﬁ).

The estate consisted of "The plantation at Scull Creek, on
which the Dwelling.ﬁouse stands, cdn:aining.2,6GO acres.....and
vthe plantation at Calaboga, containing 1,820,"....plus the "Baldwin
Tract at Caliboga" of 290 acres, at total of 4,710 acres’

Caliboga'Plantaion was bounded on the Socuth byvlands of Jonn
Storey, East by the Atlantic Ocean, North by lands of ﬁilliau Togpe,
West by Broad Creek  and Caliboga River, A coﬁplete list of the

household furnishings of the Scull Creek was inventoried, -but there

is no mention of the size of the housec. However, by counting cer-

kg

tain furnishings, a picture of the house can be reconstructed. There
were six sets of fire placed apparatus (brass fender , dogs, shovel

and tongs, bellows, and hearth broon), four beds, four washstands,

(]
[

and thirty-eight chairs, one sofz, one setta nd two fooct stools.
It seems clear by the number of %eds, fireplaces, and washstands
and by their disconnected listing_in the inventory, thers weré four
bedrooxs, a dining roomyparlor, and kitchen. There were six

1 A D) - -

conven“:}al fireplaces, one for -each frcoom exceot the Litcasn, wanich
prosably had wood burning stoves. Tyoical of an early EImerican

home, there was a large number of chairs, twelve of the nirty-eiciat

chalirs were in the dining rcom. Some of the othe-r items listed in

e

the inventory were: one t

»

[Sharslornishul

wJi

(O]

r, tharee liguor casss, one silk

umworelis, one microscope, anéd cne swcrd cane.

hundred and fiftv-six on Calabo

'd
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lantation, with names such zs:
Hector, Cyrus, Satira, Qld Elsey, Quamina, Ned, ¥Mingo, znd Pleasant

The valve of the whole estate came to $42,518.25, plus s ¢ hand
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of $4,410.00, a very large sum for the 1830‘5;'6f course, most of
the investment was in slaves. Sea island cotton was the mzin com-
. .

mercial crop raised on these plantation% but by no means was it

the only source of revenue, for on the. plantations there wére 141
head of cattle, 55 hogs, 42 sheep, 8 bee hives, as well as 500

bushels of corn (some oF this was for provisioning the slaves).

In 1835, Mrs. Barksdale settled her account with a Savannah

factor with the sale”of tobacco. Cotton was the money maker, thouch,

for example in 1838, just Calaboga Plantation produced 44 bales of
fine sea island cotton, shipped by the steamer William Seabrook to
e e,
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to Lhe fl:m of Taylor-and Lawton and Company for
$4,440.37, after deductions were made for freight, landing weighiﬁg~
and storing, dryage and portage and the factor's commission.

After her husband's deacth, Mrs. Martha Barksdale lﬁvtﬁﬂéxwhﬁf

uncle's house, the residence of Colonel Alecander J. Lawton, at

P ienny

BFaekswer Plantation. As executor of the Barksdale estatc,
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ander Lawton had to settle 0ld accounts with such in-the-fanily £irms

as Taylor and Lawton and Compz y 0Z Savannah and Charleston, and

minor accounts with Hilton Head Islanders of the 1830's: Ceorge M.

Storey, Louis E. Stoney, and Davant. ' ‘

-

Alexancder Lawton macde an agreement with Elias G. Caudon to be

~

overseer for Vvs. Martha S. Barksdale of the Caliboga Plantation;

_‘C‘. ad w
as'ﬁas noted above. Alexander was rela;ed to the Jaudon's 6n his
mother side and was in business with a Jaucdon in Savannan.

(Zlias zddressed Alexander_aé "cousin™).. But, Elias

post after a few years to go to Flocrida and take up nhis cwn vlant-

-

[en)

ation. This was a typical movement of 1830's for the lsndiess

gentry To go to the new lands that were becoring available ia Florid

Alabema, Mississippi and Louisiana and eswzblisa the plantation system.

-~
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Probably because Jaudon was a sea island cotton grower, Floride,

where the crop could be grown, appealed to him.

' Pefer F. Broughton was made manager of.Scull_ Creek Pla r.‘::ation,
but Mrs. Barksdale's relatives, Georée ngard’s wife, Ann Coe; Jemes
Kirk's wife, Mary Holbrock, and Thomas-B. Bona, contested the estate
settlement and won in.terms of éash.‘ Aléxander Lawton administe £cd-

Mrs. Barksdale's settlement by auctioning off the Scull Creek estate,

furnishings, slavbs etc. Mrs. Barksdale purchased most ¢f the house-

—
-

hold furnishings herself. Calaboca Plantation .:zs kept of

th

the auction
block, but for years much of the profits of the plantation went toward
completing the settlement. 4‘ | | ’ |

To highlight the family nature of the socid-religious-esconomic

life of the sea islands to sand hills region of South Carolira, in

1836, Mrs. Martha (Stoney) 2arksdale became a Lawton, by marrying her )
. first cousin, the Rever%nd Josepa A. Lawton (see chart). Martha's

new husband was a Ba?tist minister in the,Barnwell District)hww’A“eN&J3~

- The Reverand Joseph A. Lawton built a house near Coosawhatchie

-

swaxp next to nis father's olace, where Martha (S.B.) began to live.

The Lawton couple toox trips to thb north for p’easure. SJoseph 2

.

b

Lawton, using funds derived frocm the former Barksdales estate of

Caliboga.Plantation, bought 1205 acres next to his property in
Barrwell District. The Caliboga Plantation was maintained by an

overseer, but sometimes before the Civil War, the Lawtons built
a nouse and a church on the Plantation. Joseph had 10,352 board Feat
of lumber shipped to the island @hortly after his marriace with Martha.

s of Hilton Head'Island drawn during the federal occuvation
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oI the Island there appears a house and out out bui :1ding on the 3lant- ~
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(7)
in answer to who were the Lawtons they re-

In conclusion,
presented a vital element of ante-bellum society, th
conpnlex which incorporated the socadl religlous, political,
' 2fs th and
ither

.k;_ X i |
economic life of the whole reglon between the sea
The name, Lawton, was not just scrawled across the socuthern
. e
- - ES

nomi
.
I
Hilton Head Island, but across the entire southern portion o
by Alan Calmes

South Carolina as well.

=S
Lawton Papers, South Caroliniana Library, Columbia, South Cerolina
Elizabeth. Our Family Circle. Marietta, Georgia:
&l Book Company, i957.

ad’

Miller, 2nn
Contin e



| A
CHART
et L

L WAy

Jow athaw t\lm'\'mmﬂ;ﬁ.z Mavy B Chap\-'&

¥ Jviﬂ\‘(ciigmf:w L 22 3uly 1116 — 106 J2w. 1T64
e .

MOSSE =aM gl
(MOSSE FAMILY){tuetvnds boiish, & (LAWTON FAMTI

DR. GEORGE MOSSE

1Tz - TFeb.120% .

Reyv. War Suwrgeen
()30 et 116
L

E\3 2abt i Mardan

4

Ve ' Rev. War it.,3.9
z}-—vg—.‘-— DOROTHY PHOEBE NORTON JOSEPH LEAWTON
% o Nov V154 - taevch Y808 i 5

&# m\-‘hurﬂ\ Grwve Plastsiom

1
H

16 Jmne
l'i- __________ 'F'r.'\T"‘ils-c3 EN
ey TTooealNe v SENJAMIN TLD. ——— e
i T2 V183~ 13m~1\»s'1 12 Dec V192419 Apr. 1946 :
: I
f i
f" IS Mev. i
;_'_ _____________ MARMDEZ ‘%F A 1C !
! l MUAINLOA -+ Al Xander J.,——=——=——— !
L S L 2N, (166 3 A 8T8 !
: 1
l I
{%“-D‘—-——;fs ————————— PHOZRE 3']" JOS"D"lJ‘m‘ ;
- = 4L o QONYELETE e
i I VAR $91T- 23 st 1889
i : °
b e e R -
; 27 Feb S
]2‘___ ____________ "_LJ. Z D ET l"{‘]'} T ‘i
30 Moo 1976 - = aonio &+ JAMES STONEY
e "~118"' , Siv t Apn. 172 ~1cFeb 1 8271 !
b.‘,? 43 b, let/y.a,(.t.m- i i
1 f
{ |
i
Martha =4l I‘ho, 2s H. Barksdele !
1 L 0. o, ::L.\.c\_g__ 1
.p.izmmseo +2. Josaph A. “C_r_;_uh-___i

2 $rwm.



