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 PROTECTING LAND ﬁi”éﬁ?sm

Erk Campos,The |Cnl1.rnbla| ﬁlate

Heirs are working to protect land in Charleston County that has been in their family for generations. Pictured are Roslin
Sumter, Juanita Smalls, Carolyn Dover, Jallyn Myers and J. Herman Blake.

Law to give heirs
first opportunity

to buy property

BY RODDIE A. BURRIS
THE (COLUMBIA) STATE

onday morning. On the steps of the county
courthouse. .

There, black people in South Carolina have
lost one of the greatest symbols of their
heritage: land.

For generations, sheriff's sales have been a tool of devel-
opers to gain control of coastal property, primarily from
black people, where ownership is not clear. The price paid
for heirs property often is a pittance of its fair-market value.

A new state law is designed to change that. It grants
families a right of first refusal to buy land if another family
member — who alone can force a sale — wants out. It also
guarantees families a window of time to do so.

There is much at stake,

“If 70 percent of (black) heirs took the necessary steps to
protect their land, it could change the entire economic face
of the Southeast,” said Willie Heyward, managing attorney
for the Center for Heirs' Property Preservation in North
Charleston. “It's a giant problem in South Carolina.”

Fiease see HEIRS, Pape 9-A

Adolph Dupree Brown stands with a miode] of the condominiums
he plans to construct on family land In the Squire Pope area.

Man stakes claim to family land

BY TIM DONNELLY
THE ISLAND PACKET

About 20 years ago, Adolph
Dupree Brown asked his grand-
father for an acre of the Hilton
Head Island !and his family has

owned for more than 100 years.
Brown planned to reconnect
with his South Carolina heritage —
where his great-great-great-great-
grandfather first bought land after
being a slave in Richland County
in the 1850s -~ and build a house,

Please see LAND, Page SA



Continued from Page 1-A

But his grandfather couldn'’t give
away a piece of the property — not
even a small chunk for himself —
because ownership was split across
180 descendants who were spread
from New York to Los Angeles.

It was only years later when
the family got in a dispute over a
subdivision on its property that
Brown, now 45, understood the
full complexities of the troubles
with heirs property and why many
of the familiés with the oldest ties
to land on Hilton Head have been
unable to capitalize on the area’s
development boom.

Clearing up issues with heirs
property has led to frustrating situ-
ations for many native-island fami-
lies that often just want to build
homes for' themselves on family
property. Many end up settling for
mobile homes on the land.

A new South Carolina law has

Heirs

“What most people want to do Is really just
subdivide the land to give their helrs pleces
so they can actually have a homesite.”

— James Mitchell, president and CEO of the Native Island

Business and Community Affairs Association :
-

helped ease some of the complica-
tions with heirs properties by giving
families the right of first refusal to
purchase land if a family member

decides to seli, thereby preventing

an outside developer from butting’
into family business. But even with
the law in place, clearing up title
issues on heirs property and try-
ing to turn the land into something
profitable remains a complex prob-
lem for many families.

The turning point for Brown
came when the family fight over
whether to sell or develop land in
its Wild Horse Road subdivision

ended in the courthouse.

“| thought it was a travesty,” said
Brown, better known as A.D. "I
thought family should have been
able to'$2t together.”

AR¥r that, Brown took the lead
on mamging the family's 21-acre
tract, which crosses William Hilton
Parldny near Squire Pope Road
and IS gife of the largest undevel-
oped' Is on the island. He cre-
ated a lirnited liability company,
the Matthew and Tina Jones Family
LG anq began the long process
of down the 180 heirs to
make sure the family didn’t miss a

fucrative opportunity ty déveioy a
prime piece of real estate,

The company still is fighting with
one family member in New Jersey
who Brown said wants more for his
stake than the share is worth, but
they've drawn up plans for a mas-
sive fiye-story, 26-unit condomin-
ium complex and have received a
$14 million loan from Carolina First
Bank. The family stands to make
$4 million from the project right
away and more money down the
road, Brown said, something that
should satisfy ali the heirs who
want to cash out their holdings,

The company works toward the
same means as the new law: It
prevents an outside interest from
essentially buying into a family.

Creating a company to do so
is one of the methods the Native
island Business and Community
Affairs Association encourages
familigs to pursye to develop their

Continued from Page 1-A

It’s unclear how effective the _3

changes will be in keeping lands
within families. |

While the law creates a clearer
opportunity to buy out willing
family mﬁﬁs coming up with
the requiredl dolaf in a tight
time period €an be a challenge.
Addltzonally, blacks historically
have bdeﬁ thbusewillsasa
means of g possessions (o
future generations.

Still, hopes are high the new
law might help stem the flood of
valuable, black-owned heirs prop-
erty moving away from traditional
owners. And the increased atten-
tion on the issue has given rise fo
other options for families,

For example, some hope the
creation of family-owned limited
liability companies, a more solid
option to keep land within fami-
lies, will take off.

Lowcountry lawmakers, for
some years, have aimed to limit
the historic vulnerability of poorer
families trying to held on to what
many say is a birthright. A few
earlier attempts at legal change
stalled, primarily over concerns
that well-intentioned language
could have negative ramifications
for family members who had the
right to access their share of an
inheritance,

This year, South Carolina law-
makers modeled change on leg-
islation in North Carolina that

has been on the books for several
years. The S.C. change was craft-
ed by Sens, Clementa Pinckney,
D-Ridgeland, and Robert Ford,
D-Charleston.

HISTORY OF CONFUSION

Nearly 14 million acres of heirs
property has been lost nationwide
since the end of the Civil War,
according to published reports.
About 1.3 million acres of such land,
bought by former staves, remains in
the hands of their families.

Ex-slaves bought property as a
way to establish and anchor their
freedom during Reconstruction,
the center said — a feat in the
1870s, given the numerous obsta-
cles blacks faced.

Freed slaves began to come
into property possession after
Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman
issued Special Field Orders No. 15
in January 1865. It awarded huge
portions of unwanted, “worthless”
land to black families along the
South Carolina and Georgia coasts,

set aside in 40-acre plots.
Generations passed down the

fand without wills, That created.

nighurlares for families in preserv-
ing or extracting value. Without
clear ownership, for example,
banks won't make loans on the
property.

Also, family disputes have result-
ed in [and being sold to developers
at a fraction of its worth.

Under S.C. law, land that is
passed on without a will legally
is owned by all the heirs in com-
mon. Therefore any heir, regardless
of how small his or her stake, can
request a buyout.

Developers have used this pro-
vision to buy a family member's
stake for pennmies on the dol-
lar, then forced a complete sale
through the courts, When such
suits are brought, the court can
divide the land, allow one or more
family members to buy out the
disgruntled heir, or force the sale
of all the land.

None of those options might be
optimal for blacks, said Columbia
civil and real-estate attorney
H. Ronald Stanley, who cautioned
that blacks no longer can afford to
sit on their acres of heirs property
as if it were “safe” agricultural land,

“It's a tremendous problem
in South Carolina,” Stanley said,
“particularly among African-
Americans.”

In some cases, the uncertainty
has opened the door for unscru-
pulous developers, cheating attor-
neys and even conspiring county
employees to wrest land away
from blacks.

“County (offices) have taken a lot |

of land from people,” Ford said.
CLEARING ITUP
Land that doesn't have clear
ownership, as is the case with
much heirs property, sits out-
side the stream of commerce and
can't be used to its best economic

potential, said Stanley, who for -

10 years worked on clearing titles



land aiid'keep & th the family, sald
James Mitchell, the group's presi-
dent and CEO. The association also
offers a loan program and suggests
families enter into joint ventures to
develop their property.

“(These are) some of the things
we have encouraged so that the
native Jand owners can hold onto
their land,” he said.

But family politics can be just as
complicated as the politics in the
Statehouse, and some say buying
out family members under the
new law can be practically impos-
sible for families without a lot of
money.

Not all native-island families are
plagued with the problems of dis-
parate ownership. Eddie Days and
his family lucked out because their
generations-old land is in a trust,
50 they were able to move for-
ward with plans to subdivide their
2.8 acres on Squire Pope Road into

19 Lot WithioliF Rrrirg. to settigy
heirs concerns. B
“We have a pretty unique family -
and we all have the same vision,”".
Days said. “The timing was right for '
us to do it and we just got together

and did it”

Most families don't want to turn
their land into a massive develop-,
ment, Mitchell said. But they get:
frustrated at how difficult it is just-
to cut off a piece to build a home
for themselves, .

*What most peaple want to do i IS
really just subdivide the land to give -
their heirs pieces so they can actu-
ally have a homesite,” Mitchell said.

The association plans to work
with town officials soon to come
up with a way to make that easier,
he said. !
Contact Tim Donnelly at 706-8145
or tdonnelly@islandpacket.com. To
comment on this story, please goto
islandpacket.com. .

to heirs property.

He quit because the work is so
tedious, but he has returned to jt
because the need is so great,

“Often you have heirs living up
North, with no intention of retumn-
ing, and who might only have
one one-thousandth of an inter-
est forcing a partition action,” he
saig. “With this new statute, it will

require that heir living in New York'

to offer that property to a family
member first.”

Settling land-title claims among
family members, some of whom
might not know each other, can be
a big emotional issue that requires
time, openness and trust-building.

The new law gives family mem-
bers 10 days to tell a court they
want to buy out a disgruntled
family member. It sets up a sys-
tem of appraisal and gives families
45 days to pay the fair-market
value of the share, It also gives
family mermnbers time to reach an
agreement on a sales price prior (o
Zourt intervention.

This process gives families a
thance to buy before a court-
Jrdered sale puts land on the
Jpen market. In such cases, prop-
>1ty heirs have found themselves
1n the courthouse steps bidding
igainst deep-pocketed developers
vho stand to make millions once
and is acquired.

Though there are problems state-
vide, blacks in the Palmetto State
1ave taken their biggest land losses

in the Lowcountry, said Heyward, of
the Charleston preservation center. * .

The center conducts programs ;
in Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston, ,
Dotchester and Georgetown coun-
ties, educating black landowners
about the pitfalls of heirs property
and helping secure clear owner-
ship to their lands.

Through that, Heyward rec-
ommends heirs take an addi-
tional new step: limited liability
companies. J

Such companies are formed by
existing family members. Approved
by a court, the company is the clear
owner of the land, and the family
is the clear owner of the company.
Those who want out can sell at any
time, but only to a family member
or the company. :

Adolph Dupree Brown of Hilton,
Head Island and his family took
steps through the preservation
center to protect thelr land. They
ended up forming a company that'
specializes in protecting prop-.
erty through limited liability.
companies.Brown'’s partner in the
LLC business venture, Gateway
Development, is a black tax attor-
ney in Rock Hill, Horace Jones. He
said 90 percent of his business
involves traveling around the state
meeting with heirs property own-
ers who want to protect their land.

“It is vastly important for blacks
to know that, not only can they
protect their property, they can
develonit. ton " Innes <aid
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Family Group Record for Matthew JONES

Husbana: — Matthew JONES (#351338)

Notes for Matthew JONES:

FREEDMAN BANK RECORDS PROJECTS
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY FILM: 0928587
BANK LOCATION: Beaufort, SC
APPLICATION DATE: 26 Feb 1873

AGE:

PLACE RAISED:

HEIGHT/COMPLEXION:

CURRENT RESIDENCE:

MILITARY INFORMATION:

WORKS FOR:

OCCUPATION:

DEATH NOTES:

PLANTATION:

MASTER:

MISTRESS:

REMARKS: Transfarred from #1547

Reproduced from Freedman's Bank Records, Copyright 2000, Intallectual Reserve, Inc.
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Family Group Record for Mathew JONES

netsns: [lathew JONES (#151825)

Father: Perry JONES (#151823) Mother:  Janie P. JONES (#151822)

Notes for Mathew JONES:

FREEDMAN BANK RECORDS PROJECTS
FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY FILM: 0928579
BANK LOCATION: SAVANNAH, GA
APPLICATION DATE: 2 MAR 1871

AGE:

PLACE RAISED:

HEIGHT/COMPLEXION:

CURRENT RESIDENCE:

MILITARY INFORMATION:

WORKS FOR:

OCCUPATION:

DEATH NOTES:

PLANTATION:

MASTER:

MISTRESS:

REMARKS:

Repreduced from Freedman's Bank Records, Copyright 2000, Inlelleciual Reserve, Inc.
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71st Regiment. United States Colored Infantry
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Symbols in Battle

CIVIL WAR FLAGS IN
NPS COLLECTIONS
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UNITED STATES COLORED TROOPS

21st Regiment, United States Colored Infantry

Organized from 3rd and 4th Regiments, South Carolina Colored Infantry,
March 14, 1864. Attached to 3rd Brigade, Vogdes' Division, District of
Florida, Dept. of the South, to April, 1864. Morris Island, S. C., Northern
District, Dept. of the South, to October, 1864. 1st Separate Brigade, Dept.
of the South, to February, 1865. Garrison of Charleston, S. C., Dept. of
the South, to August, 1865. Dept. of the South, to October, 1866.
SERVICE.-Duty at Jacksonville, Fla., till April, 1864. Moved to Hilton
Head, S. C., thence to Folly Island, S. C., April 18. Duty on Folly Island,
Morris Istand and Coles Island operating against Charleston, S. C., till
February, 1865. Expedition to James island, S. C., June 30-July 10.
Action on James Island July 2. Qccupation of Charleston February 18.
Garrison duty at Charleston and Mt Pleasant, S. C., till August, 1865, and
at various points in South Carolina and Georgia fill October, 1866.
Mustered out October 7, 1866.

Predecessor unit:

SOUTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS.
5th REGIMENT INFANTRY (AFRICAN DESCENT).
Organization of Regiment not completed. Transferred to 3rd and 4th

South Carolina Infantry.

SOUTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS.

3rd REGIMENT INFANTRY (AFRICAN DESCENT).

Organized at Hilton Head, S. C., June, 1863. Attached to District of Hilton
Head, S. C., 10th Army Corps, Dept. South, to January, 1864. Barton's
Brigade, District Hilton Head, S. C., to February, 1864. 3rd Brigade,
Vodges' Division, District of Florida, to March, 1864.

SERVICE.-Post duty at Hilton, Head, S. C., till February, 1864, Moved to
Jacksonville, Fla., February 6-8, and duty there till March. Designation of
Regiment changed to 21st U. S, Colored Troops March 14, 1864, which

see.

SOUTH CAROLINA VOLUNTEERS.

4th REGIMENT INFANTRY (AFRICAN DESCENT).

Organized at Fernandina, Fia., July, 1863. Attached to Post of
Fernandina, Fla., Dept. South, to January, 1864. Barton's Brigade, District
of Hilton Head, S. C., to February, 1864. 3rd Brigade, Vodges' Division,
District of Florida, to March, 1864. SERVICE.-Duty at Fernandina, Fla., till
January, 1864. At Hilton Head, S. C., till February, 1864. Moved to
Jacksonville, Fla., February 6-8, and duty there till March. Regiment
consolidated with 3rd South Carolina infantry to form 21st U. S. Colored

Troops March 14, 1864.

Please click here to view a list all soldiers in this unit.
Or
Click here to get Printable Report in Excel (This may take a few
minutes).
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This undafed photo, provided by the Jonss
Family, shows Matthew Jones, who was
born into slavery...
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Heirs Defy History of Blacks Losing
Land

Sunday, October 15, 2006 1.20 PM EDT
The Associated Press

By BRUCE SMITH

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. (AP) — The
land is beautiful, and valuable: 21 acres on
Hilton Head Island, along a creek with vistas
of sunsets and docks where shiimp boats tie

up,

Matthew Jones paid $225 for this parcel — a
pittance now, but a fartune for & former slave
in the 1880s. And through the years, through
the generations, the land only grew in value,
until Jones' descendants were sitting on a
gold mine.

But would they be able to keep it? Qr would
0

divisions {n tha family force them to sall,
perhaps Tor less than they might earn

otherwise?

Many black families have jost their land under
similar circumstances, through partition sales
ordered by courts. In a 2001 series "Torn From
the Land,” The Associated Press documented
scores of land takings in 13 Southern and
border states over the past 160 years.

But it appears this will not happen to the Jones
parcel. With the help of a South Caralina
corporation, Matthew Jones' 180 heirs have
formed a limited lability corparation to davelop
their property an this upscale resort island.
plans to help them build
a 2o-unit condominiim complex with tennis

courts on the land their forefather bought. .—

The Hilton Head property, if sold outright, could
fetch $4.5 million,

"By developing i, the income would be $16 miflion, and they will retain the heritage of the land,”
said Adolph “A.D." Brown, a developer who is Jones' great-great-grandson. He is president of

Gateway and the Jones Family L

The Jones parcel is heirs' property — land that has pessed down through a family for years
without a will. After generations, dozens or scores of descendants may have a claim to il.

With no clear fitle, any heir can saek his or her share of the value of the property. Since the lagd

can't be spiit inlo dozens of pleces, judges oft

en order the sale of the entire parcel and split the

E’:Eﬁh- Sometifiies third parties such as deveiopers buy an interest from a single heir and

n take the others to court te force such a sale.

Blacks have been especially victimized by the process, because they have been less likely ta
file wills. And as blacks migrated, many lost ties to the land and to family they left behind, and
were willing to collect a few dotlars for tracts they'd never sean.

Several states — Afabama, North Carolina and Georgia, among them — have instituted laws o
protect heirs from losing their land. South Carolina has passed a new law that gives family
members the right of first refusal to mmunmm if they,are pressing to sefl.
TheBrd s appraised, and'they are given 45 days to pay fair m_a_l_rk_et_y_a_lu%
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Gateway is promoling another salution — limited liability companies. Family members form
corporations that own the land, and become shareholders; any relative who wants to sell must
do so to another family member or to the company itself.

That's the path chosen by the heirs of Matthew Jones.

Adolph Brown was born_and ralsed in New York, but his motheris from South Carolina. He

F ow, many years ago, anotﬂml of family Ia%d_@_ﬂ“mn Head Island —handed
down through hi%ﬂﬂ"_dmnlhf-lf&ﬂm“lly — sold at a partition sale for penpies on the
dollar. Then, he heard that the Jones' land was in peril.

———

"| got word that some of the heirs were restless and wanted to sell,” Brown said. "But | said, I'm
not going to let happen to this piece what happened to the last piece.™

Some of the family members had approached attomey Horace Jones to help them clear title to
the propery so it could be sold. Brown suggested !Et':i instead of selling, !Fu'el family consolidate
the title and form a limited liability corporation to develop the tract.

The effort involved tracking down descendants across the country.

"The good thing is the family was large but they kept in touch with ezch other” th
said June/g‘ o

Brown knew this was probably the last chance for the Jones heirs to come logether and keep
their property. In the future, he said, thera would be too many descendants to agree.

"If we miss this shot, | estimate in the next generation there will be 500 people, and it will never
fly,” he said. "It was unbelievable at 180 people. If we miss this chance and it goes to the next
generation, it will end up sold on the courthouse steps.”

Cateway was formed as a result of Brown's discussions with Jones regarding the family land,

with Jq&:ﬂl:_ec?ging & company's vice president for business and legal effairs. The company
works largely with blacks on developm jects—"""""

While other owners ira. property have formed limited liability corporations, Jannie,
Stephens, axibﬁ[ﬁg_%‘i?:cmr.o the.Center eirs’ . Properly Preservalion, says she knows of

nb"cther devélopment firms working with heirs as does Gateway.

Page2 of 3
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The company has heiped create similar corporations for about eight other heirs' families, Jones Eamiky Cond-
said. Among the deveiopmenta'“!hirﬁa'ﬁ"rﬁﬁlt’éﬁ‘é‘fa'a 3670nit coRdo comples en Hillon Head ,iy a./n ed
and a planned 49-unit single-family subdivision i rby Blufiton.
p ngle-family subdivision in nearby on PRI J’PKAJZ! A :
Many heirs think "let's do nothing and we'll hold onto the praperty.” Brown said. H-36 UM /7 2. %E?Lb; 4:3‘* :
5 b N ITSH -
But as coastal real estate becomas more valuable, the likelihood of a partition sale grows as ‘7' = .subb v/ M’ 7w

people want to pull their money out of the land. Not only will the Jones family retain their land, 0 7 A al

they expect to have an ongoing income from the development of the property.

And Brown said the development model to preserve heirs' property along the South Carolina
coast might also help New Orleans racover from the ravages of Humicane Katrina.

"A Iot of those people have set up their lives somewhere else,” said Brown, "This guy's house is
washed away and he has no insurance and he's in Minneapolis and not coming back.”

If property owners formed limited liability corporations encompassing, say, a city block in New
Orleans, there would be more incenlive for developers to get involved in the massive werk of
rebuilding, he said. :

"It helps the city recavery and those wha are displaced know they will get a check” for their
property which, if # can't be rebuilt, would likely be lost at tax sales, he said.

http://www adelphia.net/news/read.php?id=13166238&ps=1011&lang=en& LT=HOME...
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Heirs defy history
of blacks losing
land

Posted 10/15/2006 907 PM ET

By Mary Ann Chastain AP

Adoph "A D" Brown a developer and pres.dent of the
Jones Family LLC poses beside the mode’ of a 26-unit
condominium complex that is planned for the property
beionging 1o the heirs of former slave Matthew Jones
on Hilton Head Island, S.C.

HILTON HEAD ISLAND, S.C. — The land is beautiful,
and valuable: 21 acres on Hilton Head Island, along
a creek with vistas of sunsets and docks where
shrimp boats tie up.

M nes paid $225 for this parcel — a
lpittance now, bufa fo une’l’o’r?ﬂ:%ner slave in the
1880s. And through the years, firough the

generations, the land anly grew in value, until
J Jones' descendants were sitting on a gold mine.

But would they be able to keep it? Or would
ivisions in the Tamily Torce them o sell, perhaps

forTe i m otherwise
_—e e —— 7

Many black families have lost their land under
imilar circumsiances, thfough partition saﬁe‘s)u :
o;gr; ;% courts. In a
Land, the Associated Press documented scores of
wgggm er states over
e past 160 years

But it appears this will not happen to the Jones
parcel. With the help tiri'SFuBl%—E.érolina
corporafion, Matthew Janes' 180 heirs have formed
alimied Tiability corporation t& develop their
propETty on 1S upscale resor i€land. Galewa
BE.;guﬂ—ﬁ?'Lplans to help them build § 26-unit
condominium complex with tennis ¢BUTS on the
femdtheT Torefather bought.

The Hilten Head property, if sold outright, could
fetch $4.5 million.
-________—-‘
"By developing it, the income would be $16 million,
arﬁmﬁm\ntm&:ﬂ?gﬂn& land,” said
Adolph "A.D." Brownm, oper who is Jones'
great-greai-grandson. He is president of Gafeway
~amdthe Jones Family LLC.

_The Jones parcel is heirs' property — land t
‘passed down through a Tamily for year’s‘vﬁlﬁhoatthaas
Wi AWET generations, dozens or Scores of
descendanis may have gcEmm@®

Vﬁllh no clear title, any heir can seek his or her
ghare of the value of e propeny. Since the land.
can't be spiit into dozens of pieces, judges often
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want to pull their money out of the land. Not only
will the Jones family retain Thei fand, they expect to

e ————— e i
have an ongging mcome from the development of
the propert

y.

And Brown said the development model to preserve
heirs' property along the South Carolina coast might
also help New Orleans recover from the ravages of
Hurricane Katrina

A lot of those people have set up their lives
somewhere else,” said Brown. "This guy's house is
washed away and he has no insurance and he's in
Minneapolis and not coming back."

If property owners formed limited liability
corporations encompassing, say, a city block in
New Qrleans, there would be more incentive for
developers to get involved in the massive work of
rebuilding, he said

"It helps the city recovery and those who are
displaced know they will get a check” for their
property which, if it can't be rebuilt, would likely be
lost at tax sales, he said.

Copyright 2006 The Associaled Press. Al rights
reserved. This malerial may not be published,

broadcast, rewritfen or redistnbuted
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AW Y.Y N Q«/BUREAU OF PENSIONS,
Washington, D. €., OS2 5 ,189-?

Will you kindly answer, at your earliest convenience, the questions enumerated below? The

St

information is requested for future use, and it may be of great value to your fumily.

Very respectlully,

%m A
M’ﬁd FQ.

No.1. Are you a married man? If so, pleaso state your wife's full name, and her maiden name.
Answer: .j-' Q’L:\) rm 9410_ ) -__-sj,e'?{m‘c(.r_: ___________ MIJL.
U
No. 2. When, where, and by whom were you married? Answer: .- , g6 7
RNSYY SNy 17,%0&
No. 3. What record of marriage exists? Answer:.ﬂg.o-

Commissioner.

No.4. Were you previously married? If 54, pl@:t;n the name of your former wife and the

dato and piace of her death or divorce. Amnswer: 7

No. 5. Have you any children living?’ If.so, please state their names and the dates of their

birth. Answet: ?/Yy\/\rv\m O/IMMCC"WA— ( g& V4

CHhadts k., /TN N N L
______________________ illa SLnta Lt 1§87«
~ Qpnto doman. LE6E ?Qﬁmg%w"gﬁ—m«. 1876

Dats of reply, Q’LC—( / 3 %: .., 189 5‘

0-2




ACT J3EY. 27, '8,

3—-402.

Cortifiate N0 1524 Powrtment of the Tuterior,

BUREAU OF PENSIONS,

Washington, D. C., January 15, 1898.

SIR:
In forwarding to the pensian.agent the executed voucher for your next
quarterly payment please favor me by returning this circular to him with

replies to the questions enumerated below.

Very respectfully,

___________________________ &/

Commissioner.

First. Are you married? 8o, please state your wife's full name and her maiden name.
Second. When, where, and by whom were you married ?

Anawer, /557/)4«@4;‘2&/34.&;4 7. C. /e/y- . W—-‘M

Third. What record of marriage exists?

Moo

Answer.

Fourth. Were you previously married? If so, plense state the name of your former wife and the
date nnd place of her death or divorce.

Answer, - K{).\’ ................ L i R eR R

Fifth. Have you any ckildren living? If so, please state their names and the dates of their birth.

Ansuer. Frcels _ /EFL @‘&M/?ff’ _____________

_____________ dasin
__________ /&rs
.fl-t..t'
IteitBs i,
r A T Ge o oCH -
e ‘s _, (Bignattire.)
Date of reply,-.--- -....3._.—.“.!_-5:?_ ” ==, 189 0-B T AN 5301675010
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DEPARTMENT .OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF PENSIONS

WaseEmvaToN, D. C., January 2, 1915,

Sim: Please nnswer, at your earliest convenience, the questions enumerated below. The information

is requested for future use, and it may be of great value to your widow or children. Use the inclosed
envelope, which requires no stamp.

Very respectfully,

. MATTHEW JONES,

HILTON HEAD,S.C.
599714

No. 1. Date nl’f:l place of birth? Answer.~......

The name of organizationa in which you served? Answer. .....

---------------------- C’A!ﬂ-_Zf P

No. 2. What was your post office at enlistment? Answer..........¢ 4y
No. 3. State-ygur wife's full name and her maiden name. Answer.
No. 4. . ;;.hare, aud by whom were you married? Ansiver.

-
ébznfzizgyébn??éa ..... o0k, 5.

No. 5. Is there any official 8r ehurch record of your marriage? ........

If so, where? Answer. ... 77% ......................................................
No. 6. Were you previously married? If so, state the Xame of your former wife, the date of the matringe, and the date and place of her
death or divorce. 1f there was more than one previous marriage, let your answer include all former wives. Amwer%&@»

No. 7. If your present wife wns married befora her marrisge to you, state the name of her former husband, the date of such marringe,
and the date and place of his death or divorce, and state whether he ever rendered any miltary or naval eervice, and, if so,
give name of the organization in which he served. If she was married more than oncg before her marriage to you, let your
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