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Billie Hack recalls the early days

“When we came here in 1950
Hilton Head Island was such a
peacefuliplace,” said Billie Hack
in a voice as soft as a sea island
breeze. She remembers the care-
free days when'her family first
explored the island, finding forests
where the only soundiwas one's
own footfall, and smooth! beaches
that Wbed- as far as the eye
could see. “People on the island.
helped eachiother. Everything\was
open. andiyou felt safe,” she said.

“My husband, Fred, had a .22
rifle. He used.it to shoot snakes
mostly, and he painted the rifle
stock white. We used to leave our
car on Jenkins Island when we
went across'the river, because we
had another car at Buekingham,
‘on.the other side, We would'leave
that rifle in the car, in'plain sight,
andino one ever bothered it.”

Tt isieasy to imagine how grace-
fully this compact, white-haired
lady handled everything during
the pioneering days on'Hilton
Head. She is/neatly dressed in

_ blue denim slacks andia red

checkered shirt. ‘As she speaks in
her distinctive drawd, she looks
straight at yowwith her remark-
ably direct|blue eyes.

“My grandfather built the
bridges for the Seaboard Railroad
during Eloridatsboom years,” she
recalled. In: 1914 Billie was born
in her/grandfather’s house on the
Manatee River, not far from pre-
sent-day Bradenton, She was
given a family name, Will, and
her mother called her Billie to
avoid the nickname Willie.

When she was still.a'child,
Billiels facher, Charles €. Stebbins,
moved his family to Rinora, Ga.,
near Savannah. Stebbins was a
banker and businessman, dealing
in real estate investment. “We
moved a lor,” Billie recalled.
“Some years, I would!bégin
school in Brevard, N.C., where
the family spent summers; then
‘we moved|on.to Savannah'until
the hurricane season was over,
and 'Tiwould finish the school year
in Elorida. We lived in Fort
Lauderdale when it was just a
small place. [iremember Seminole
Indians passing by our door on
their way to town.”

Because of the Depression,
Billie had to postpone college for
a year after she graduated from
Thighischool. In 1933, she entered
the University of Georgia in the
first class that accepted women.

BY. NANCY GEBHARDT
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Billie Hack (in:white shirt at: table) hosts a picnic in; 1954 at theend of
Pope Avenue, where the Holiday/Inninow stands.

'She earned ._:1 teaching; certifi-
cate anditanght elementary school
for sevetal years before retucning,

' to.Georgia State College for

Womenito .complete her bachelor
of arts degree. “Lhad plans to
study in France for a year, but
World War Il came along and
scotched that,” she saidiruefully.

During the early war years
Billie tanghtschool in Hinesville,
Ga., near bustling Fort Stewart. “I
taught Charles Fraser in the sev-
enth grade,” she said. * Iistayed
with his Aunt Olive Fraser.” She
explained that, as partofithe war
effort, the townspeople opened
their homes to accommodate the
extraswork force. “I'took my,
meals at Mother Hack’s,” Billie
added. Naturally, she began seeing
a lot of Fred Hack.

“Through our family connec-

1 had knewn Fred/forever, Our
grandmothers wete friends, so he
was always part'of mylife.”
During wartime Fred was work-
ing for the .S, Soil Consesvation
Secvice, on loan to the Army Air
Corps. “He alsoihelpedime with
math problems when Tigot drafted
to.teach/high school mathematics,
which Tlhated!” said/Billie.

In 1941, Fred and Billie were
engaged, and in 1942 they were
married. Fred was immediately
assigned to mapping;projects in
Virginia, Minnesota and Golorado
before the young couple settled
back in'Hinesville. Then, as the
war ended, Fred went into the
sawmill and timber business.

Ered was cutting timber on
Creighton Island off the coast of
Georgia when he was told that
the south end! of Hilton Head

tions,” Billie said, “it seemed as if

_The Good Life

(See HACGK, page 10)

the grounds.
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Hack, continued from page 2

PRIME TIME
ACCOUNT ZONE

Island was for sale, “It was 1949
at Christmas when Ered went
over to the islandito have alock,”
Billie recalled. of the day that was
to change her life, “Iiremember
how thrilled he was when he
returned home — about the won-

IEyou're atleast 50.years or.older
ou are eligible to enter the "Prime

o] Zone® bm:hfck{ls"m '-.‘Elf}ﬂmﬁc derfulibeach and the timber and
{Bank as rime lime o 3 =

Aocomt.” When S ulbome aparc the wildness of everything. Of

of our Brime Time Account you course he had: tojraise the money
automatically become 2 member of — about a million dollars.

the hestichecking account Hilton “Ered got Gen. JiB. Fraser, who
Head'has to offer. wag also inthe lumber business,
. N;nsh;.::; arge * Direct Depouic of father, C.C. Stebbins, to form the
* Erce Checks msu“"‘y’ Hilton Head Company. They

(1,000 average 8L Otht raised énough money to buy th
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Wricing Abiliy  Accouns y Marc 1950 Ered\was iving
+ BanklbyMail. = Sawrday Banking on the island, and Billie and the

* Same Day Bankipg Fours children came fin June. The Hack
family, now four, rented the only
unoccupied house they. could find,
on Honey Horn Plantation. The
modest house, set under a:ecanopy
of majestic live oaks, was built by
the former plantation owners,
Thorne and Loomis, for'the man-
ager ofthe hunting presecve. It
had a . woodstove in the kitchen,
and an old' fashiened'ice box.

Joinius roday, mest our
upﬂmuisuémdm why we're
known ar the innovators in'Island
banking. With fase mos
{ decisions, same day banking and the
Island'sionly Saturday banking, we
simply make hanking casier. _
ONE,OF AMERICA'S STRONGEST, FNANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

The Village a¢ Wezford and Main Street
P,0Box 3400 » Hilton'Head|Istand; $G 29938
686-3600.» 5859501 :
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The main‘house on'Honey.
Horn Plantation, stillicalled the
Big Flouse, rambles about with
many wings and porches and
chimneys. The oldest part has
stood since hefore the Civil War.
During the 1950s the Hack family
continued!to use the Big House as
a lodge for private hunting par-
ties. “The men.came down from
up North to hunt turkey, quail
and'duck and accasionally deer.
Where they built the first golf
course in Sea Pines, the Qcean
Course,” Billie said, “that’s where
allithe good duck ponds were,”

Floney Horn Plantation was
designed to be self-sufficient. In
the 1930s, Thorne and Loomis
had duga well and'put in a gener-
ator plant — for electric lights
only. They also built a charming
little chapel; a laundsy house, sev-
eral barns, stables, a/tack room
and a dog keanel. Inithe early
days, Billie taught Sunday school
in the barn, while services were
being held in!the chapel.

When the Back children, Avary
and Frederick, were ready for
school they went toithe one-room
schoolhouse on Route 278, across
from the entrance to Honey Horn.
“The teacher was Mrs. Merritt,
who'had: been teaching on
Daufuskie Istand. She stayed'with
the Toomer family. in their house,
right about where the Crazy/Crab
is'now. Then Fred built her a little
cortage on Honey Horn.

“Later, when Pete and Aileen
McGinty decided to come to the
isiand, Aileen took over as the
schoolteacher. Pete was one of the
first architects here, and his design
set the standard alllover the
island.” Billie has special affection
for this pioneering couple who
lived in the teacherage on Honey
Horn while building their house
on North Forest Beach.

“In 1952 Byron was born,”
Billie continued with'a smile at
her younger son, whojhas joined
our conversation. “I spent the last
two weeks before he was born at
a hotelin Savannah. When'I went
to the hospital I called Mose
Hudson who lived in Buckingham
— there were no phones on'the
istand yet — and Mose went over
to'the island by. boat. He woke
Fred up and brought him back to
Bluffton. Of course, by the time
Fred got to Savannah, Byron was
already born.”

As Billie remembers it, in. 1953,
the S.C. Highway Department
started regular ferry service to the
island from Buckingham Landing.
The ferryboat, called Pocohantas,

took about eight cars.

In fate 1952 Olin McIntosh
had! built 20'beach houses at Folty
Field. “They were built up on
blocks. They had two bedrooms
with a bath between, and across
the front was the living room,
kitchen:and'a screened porch.

“Fred always said that those 20
houses convinced the highway
department that we needed a
bridge, even though at that time
the island’s population was less
than 1,000.”

When Byron was 4 years old
the bridge was finished. Dedicated
on May 19, 1956, the James E.
Byrnes Crossing was originally a
toll'bridge paid:for. by publicly
issued bonds. Later it was pur-
chased by the highway department.

"The only paved road when the
Hacks first came here was built
by the U.S. Marines during World
War H and went only as far as the
PalmettoiDunes lighthouse. “We
used to go alliover the island. We
knew where the Stoney-Baynard
ruinsiwere, and we/found Fort
Sherman, which'is now'in Port
Royal Plantation.

“Fred suryeyediand mapped
the area for the first time. Also we
found ! artifacts, though we didn't
dig for them. We just.took what
was on'the surface. We must have
500 old bottles from.the beach.
After spring plowing each year we
would!look for arrowheads and
pottery.”

Byron added some nostalgia.
“We used to fish:and hunt. And
we'd'ride the horses all over the
north endiof the island, mainly
back through Jonesville, along
Marshland Road. At night'we
used to ride to Elliott’s Beach —
now called Dolphin Head. Every
Sunday afternoon we would ‘walk
the spread’ — that meant cover-
ing ' Honey Horn’s 150 acres. We
were always looking for what my
dad used to call the *holy grail’ —
a'stone marker left by the
Huguenot settlers that is supposed
to be around here somewhere.”

No one in the Hack family is
likely. to forget the summer. of
1965 when they moved into the
Big House. The whole family
went on a trip to Boston that
summer, and Fred Hack had his
first major heart attack there. He
spent six weeks 'in a Boston hospi-
tal, and came home to find that
servants, family and friends had
moved the household.

“It was a hectic summer,” Billie
recalled in charaecteristic under-
statement. “Two of the children

(See HACK, page 11)
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Hack, continued from page 10

VO'IJI'IE@@[S, | continued frmﬁ pélge 4

were going off.to college, andiwe
‘had 'plumbers and electricians and
remodeling going on. It seemedito
take forever toiget organized
again.” Not one to shrink from
hardship or crisis or respensibility,
Billie continued to:do the neces-
sany — and stiil|does.

Her commitment to First
Preshyterian|Church remains
strong. She is‘on the Board of the
Bresbyterian!Ghurch Women. In
19635 she was a prime mover in
organizing the Bargain Box, and
she still works there every Eriday.

Billie 'was the first president of
the Women’s Assaciation, she is a

board /member emeritus of the
Museum of Hilton Head Island,;
and she helped start the Eriends of
the Library. “The first library
here,” she said, “was a double-
wide trailer parked near the origi-
nal Bargain'Box at the corner of
Folly Eield Road and'Mathews
Drive. Imagine that!” she beamed.
Hilton Head?s First Lady, as

Billie is knownion the island, has

always thrivedion challenge and
adventure. In'fact, she is planning
to visit Turkey. and Greece this
summet, But as she reminisces, it
1s clear that hep heart is at home
on Honey Horn.

and [ow Country Human
Development since 1976, and
Meals on Wheels since 1979. It

has contributed to Penn Center

since 1982 and the Children’s
Center since 1984; the local Boy.
Scouts and Hospice since 1985. A
plaque hangs inithe sales room,
listing donation recipients for 1993.
The current donations chair-
man, Gloria “Roo” Fisher,
processes applications, keeps files
on all'the recipients, wisits them
regularly, and sends out the checks
authorized by the board each

smile, “I)just love my job!”

So do the other volunteers,
bothin sales and in the “back
room.™ They enjoy the cama-
raderie as 'they work together.
‘They enjoy finding little treasures
to buy.for themselves: And they
helped the oldest volunteer,
George Hill, celebrate his birthday

on July 1. He was 93.

As the bags of donations con-
tinue to pile up, willing workers
are always welcome, Anyone
interested in becoming awolunteer
may.callithe Bargain Box at

Ti!ps,, continued from page 5

saving money if you're traveling
alone, and 10)money-saving tips
for. traveling in‘Eurape.
(Examples: Travel.inithe “shoul-
der season™ between summer’s
high prices:and wintec’s lowest;
stay ity smaller cities, which are
much c¢heaper thanibig anes; use
debit cards to save commissions;
‘onichanging eurrency. andigeb the
bﬂﬁuﬂtﬁ; etc.)

Wihile these tips will get you'
started, ifiyoulre planning a
Europeanwvacation yowlliwantito
send for “Bargain/Eunter’s
Eurape.” ﬂﬂiis-'hbkikféﬁ-guidés you
to the'best deals in aisfare, lodg-
ing, tour packages, rental cars and|
rail passes. It notionly tells|how to
find an inexpensive hotel, but
offers information.on sueh-lQWez-
cost alternativesias staying ornla
working farm, '[n Denmask, for
instance, a guest room with break-
fast can be as low. as $26 a day.

A HalfBrice Europe
Membership Card, which costs
$42, offers 50 percent discounts at
more than 700'European hotels,
And while rooms in'Londonican
cost over $200'a might, it tells you
about the bed-and-breakfasts out-
side of townithatirent for aslittle
as $20 to $30 ainight. The book is
crammed with cost-saving ideas of
allikinds, and there’s ailist of the
'phone numbers and'addresss for
the tourist offices of every major
European countty.

Some of the other booklets
require less explanation.

% Americais 100! Best Undiscovered
Vacation Spots® (which includes
Edisto [sland'but definitely not
Hilton Head) is:broken down. into
beaches, backpacking, lake vaca-
tions, historic sites, spas and' “lit-
tle towns with lots of character.”

“America’s Most Scenic

Drives” contains 35 trips ranging

from 'Sunday: spins through/New
England to mountain drives that
snake from. desert tolpine forest
and allow you to go from'surmmer
to fall'in a single trip. Thedrives
vary in length from 40.miles to
400, and eome complete with lists
of scenie and culeural roadside
attractions, plus suggestions for
where ta stay.

*“Great North American Rail
Vaeations” wanges from /long rips,
{the Sunset Limitedfrom Los
Angeles to/Miami) to the St.
@harles Streetear intNew: Orleans
and aidinner rrain'in' Atlanta. If
youl'thought rail travel was dead,
this little'booklet willl put.you
back on'the track.

“Flocida for Free” is.a com-
plete guide to the'free and almost-
free attractions in'the Sunshine
State. It tells you where to get free
epupon/books, where state parks
are located, and what attractions
charge notadmission. [t describes
the major attractions in all sec-
tions of the state and gives prices,
phone numbers and directions. [
don't see how anyone could con-
sider wisiting Elorida without it.

Orcher booklets include one on
traveling alone, on staying well

* while traveling and'what to do if

you, donft, how to 'pick cruise
ships andi ports. The company,
also puts out booklets on retire-
ment, pérsonal finance, and Lord
knows what all else. For a com-
plete list of available titles, or.to
order any single title, write to:
Vacation Publications, 1502
Augusta, Suite 415, Houston,
Texas 77057.

{If you’re in a hurny, their
phone number is 713-974-6903;
the fax number is 713-974-0445.)

Have a good trip!

month. Says she with a happy
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are concerned a
family. over.a long period o
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o ESTATE SETTLEMENT
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I you are thinking about:your financial future, if you
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