24 April 1967

Dear Rebert,
It was a great pleasure te have yeu, Cera, amnd yeur mether visit me.

I am serry that my memery ef the Felk family histery was met up te par at
the time of your visit. During the past year (er a lenger peried) I have deveted
much effert te the assembly and ceerdinatien eof accumulated data en ether family
liness The Polk family had been temperarily laid aside, which caused my memery
te bsoeme wpsertain en many peimts se that it mew needs refreshing by careful
review of the data in my files.

My active interest in gemealegical research begam in 1930, Durimg Nevember
of that year I addressed a letter te the Clerk of Ceurt fer Newberry County, re-
questing te be infermed as te what recerds em the Felk family might be feund inm
his effice, The Clerk gave my letter te Mr. Geerge Leland Summer snd asked that
he reply therete, Mr. Summer infermed me that he then was "deing seme genealegi=-
cal research" in Newberry Ceunty, and effered te undertake a research pregram
foer me. I did net accept his effer, since I was deing my ewn research during pe-
riedic visits te Seuth Carelins frem Washingten amd enly wanted te be infermed
28 te what recerds (if any) shewing mentien ef the Felks were available in the
Clerk's effice. However, Mr. Summer and I cenducted a cerrespendence threugh which
beth he and I received certain data en an exchange wasis. Imn erder that he might
be in better pesitien te be of help te me, he requested that I furnish him with
a sketch en the Felk family te be placed im his file. The sketch (based em such
data as I then had in hand) was seat te him during the summer ef 1932, with the
hepe that he weuld cerrect errers therein amd add mew data therete. I was then
"new and inexperiemced” in genealegical research, and enthusiastically acecepted
snd believed all that ether persens teld me abeut the Felk family. Alse, I then
had ne knewledge eof the will (dated 6 July 1775) ef eur Jaceb Felek (sic.).

My files shew ne cerrespendence with Mr. Summer after 1932, In 1950, eight-
een years afterwards, he incerperated the abevementiened sketch (witheut change)
of the Felk family inte his "Newberry Ceunty Seuth Carelina Histerical Amd Geme-
alegical™, Since 1932 I have ﬁcwiqﬂocumnntod material which preves seme ef the
statements centained in the sketech te be incerrect. In the subsequent paragraphs
of this letter I shall set ferth what new seems te be the true feaets as te Jaceb
Felk, his wives, and childres.

The atatement regarding Huguenet descent was based en the fellewing.

l. The mame im France was varieusly spelled as Fulk, Feulque(s), Paulques,
Feuque(s), and Feucques, - (Magny's "Nebiliaire de Nermandie", Vels. 1 amd 2;
"Familles Du Peiteu", Vel, 3; Freeman's "The Nermar Cenquest", Vels. 1 threugh
53 "Neuveau Lareusse Illustre"; "Petit Lareusse Illustre'"; Feeks' "Fewke =
Feeks Family™; Sheppard's "Lineage eof the Ceunts Of Anjeu™.)

2. The name in Germany and Helland was verieusly spelled as Felk, Peulque,
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Feuque, and Velk (the "v" is equivalent te ™f" in Emglish). - ("Deutsches
Geschlechterbuch, Band 58™; Kneschke's "Deutsches - Adel - Lexicen", Vel,3;
Fooks' "Fewke - Feoks Family",)

3. The nmame in Seuth Carelina was varieusly spelled as Fulk(s), Felk(s),
Felke, Folch, Felek, Feulk, Feulke, Fekes, Feuke, Faulk(s), Velch(s), and
Velek (the "v" is equivalent te "f" in Emglish). - (Census Recerds ef Seuth
Carelina; Lanrd Gramts im Seuth Carelina; Ceuncil Jeurnals ef Celenial Seuth
Carelina; "Memerials" at the Seuth Carelina State Archives; Will ef Jaceb
Felck eof Craven Ceunty, 96 District, S.C.; Revelutiemary Recerds ef Seuth
Carelina.)

4, Members of this family were Huguemets (im France) and refugees teo
ether ceuntries (Germany, Helland, etc.), as evidenced by Caen (Nermandy)
Protestant Church Hegisters; Recerds ef Secidté De L'Histeire Du Pretes-
tantisme Francais; Kneschke's "Deutsches - Adel - Lexicen'"; Recerds of the
Walleen Church (Fremch Pretestant Refugees) in Helland., It is my understand-
ing that the recerds ef the Hugenetten Verein eof Berlim, Germany, alse cen-
tain mentien of seme members of this family whe were Huguenet refugees te
that ceuntry; but the eccurremce ef the Secend Werld War and cenditiens ex-
isting subsequent therete have thus far prevented cemtact with this seurce
of informatien (if it still exists).

5. In the year 1932 I cerrespended with lirs Rebecca Eleaners Bedenbaugh,
 Route 6, Presperity, S.C., regarding histery eof the Folk family. She, a
. daughter of John Wesley Felk (grandsen ef Jaceb Felck whese will is mentiemed
in item 3 abeve) was berm in 1852 and her father was bern in 1816. In re-
spense te my query regarding Huguenet descent ef the family she replied (let-
ter dated 27 April 1932) as fellews: - " I have heard my father speak ef the
Polk family as being of French descent as yeu mentiened™.

There is ample preef that many early members of the Felk (Fulk, Feulgue)
family were French Huguenets, amd that seme of them became refugees te Hel-
Tand and Germany. If'eur line eof Felk (Fulk, Feulque) descends frem ene of
these refugees, as is said te be the case, the immigrant ancester came te
Seuth Carelina after the family had lived in Germany fer eme or mere genera-
tiens, and after the family name had been subjected te changes cenfermimg
with the German style ef spelling. Orn ceming te America in & later gemeratien,
and in cempany with ether persens frem the same ceuntry, it was matural that
eur immigrant sncester was net recerded and identified ag being eof French
Huguenet descent. Therefere, it is likely that membership in the Huguenet
Seciety weuld require strenger evidemnce of descent than what is stated in
this letter. If the needed preef still exists in Germany it prebably weuld
be useless te attempt its precurement under the cenditiens which new prevail
in that ceuntry. I weuld very much like te kmew what specific infermatien
Mrs. Selemens (mee Damaris Theresas Felk) gave te the Huguemet Seciety which
led them te aceept her as a member. I canmet identify her immediate ances-
toers in any ef my recerds; but wish that I ceuld be infermed ef her Felk lime
back te her earliest knewn ancester.

Jaceb Felk, Jr,, whe settled in Celleten Ceunty, had a sem "Hemnry" whe
was suppesed te have been se mamed in hemer ef an uncle; therefere, the sketeh

shews this suppesed uncle as a brether eof Jacedb, Jr. The will ef Jaced Felek
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{sic.), Sr., dees net mentien a sen "Henry™. It new appears that Henry Felk
(Fulk) the revelutiemary seldier was the sen of Jehn Henry Felk (Hans Hein-
rich Velch - Velche - Velek), an immigrant te Seuth Carelina in 1753, whe
might have been a younger brether te our Jaceb Felk (Felck), Sr. Anether Im-
migrant te Seuth Carelina in 1753 was John Cenmrad Felk (Velk - Feulk) whe
.alse might have been a younger brether te eur Jaceb Felk (Pelck), Sr. Beth
of these 1753 immigrants settled in the Dutch Ferk eof Newberry - Lexingtenm
County, S.Cs It mew further appears that the Geerge Felk (Fulks) whe is shewn
in the sketch as a broether ef Jaceb, Jr., was anether sem of the immigrant
John Henry Felk (Hans Heinrich Velch - Velche - Velek), amd that he might
have been the Geeorge Folk whe in 1797-8 amnd 1811 claimed lands by settlement
right in eld Attakapaus Ceunty ef the Missisaippi Territery.

The will ef Jacaeb Felck, Sr., was dated 6 July 1775 and the inventery

of his estate was dated 4 December 1777, it being thus.indicated that he died
in 1777 and net in 1774 as stated in the "Ammals Of Newberry™., In additien
~te bequests made te specifically named childrem, he gave preperty te his wife
Catherine #nd her heirs, which indicates that she was & secend wife. She ev-
idently was the mether of (at least) the five youngest childrem ef Jaceb Folk,
Sre.Tn 1812 Juceb Felk, Jr., deeded 150 acres ef lamnd te Catherine Felk (wid-
ow of Jaceb Felk, Sr.). She died in 1821 and John Felk (elder brether of
Jaced Folk, Jr.) released his right and interest in the ®aid lamd te his
daughter Mary Magdalene Folk, Simce Catherine held thi# lemd in fee simple,
snd apparently died intestate, if she had been the stepmether eof Jehm he would
net have had any right and interest in the preperty at the time of her death.

The "Anmals Of Newberry" states 3£ Jaced Pelk, Sr., that "There were
bern te him seven children, four sems and three daughters", His will mentiens
enly five children., These childrem were as fellewss

(/ 1, John Benedict (eldest sen) -~ He evidently was a sen of the first wife
[}

f Jaceb Felk, Sr. Oi 1 December 1779 "Bemedict Fulk"™ was listed en the Rell
\ 6f'C§ptaim Jehn Murphy's Cempany ef Seuth Carelima Leyalists (Teries) present

| at Savannah, Ga. It deubtless was he whe "died inm the Revelutiemary War™, as

/ stated in tha Amnals Of Newberry.

} 2, (The secend sen being killed by a falling tree, as stated im the An-
| mals Of Newberry, deubtless happened te this accident prier te 6 July 1775

| and therefere was net named in his father's will.)

3. Bve Catherine (b. ca. 1768) - Md,, in 1786, Henry Keeme - (Mrs. Edith
Willingham Blaeckburan ef West Celumbia, S.C., imn 1957, is ene ef her descend-
ants, ).

4, Jehn (b, 7 Mar, 1770; ds 21 Dec. 1844) - His full name prebably was
"Jehn Adam Felk™, amd he had a sen whe bere that mame., Imn 1784 he was a miner
uader the guardiamnship ef Peter Steckman.

5. Jaced (b. 24 Deec. 1772; b, 10 Nev., 1845) - Ip 1784 he was a miner un-
der the guardimnship ef Peter Steckmam. - (This is eur ancester whe went te
Celleten County in 1803, )

6o Elizabeth (b, ea. 1774/5; d. cas 1830) - She was the first wife eof

Jaceb Cremer. In 1784 she was a miner umder the guardianship eof Peter Steck-
man,
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7. Christina (b. ca. 1777/8; ) = Md (1) Geerge Suber (d. 1823) and
(2), in 1831, Jaceb Cremer as his second wife. She evidently was bern at abeut
the time of or shertly after her father's deuth, and therefere was net nimed
in his will. - (It was Lernia Elizabeth Folk, daughter of Joha Adam Felk, whe
married Levi Kibler and was the mether of J. D. A. Kibler.)

The Annals Of Newberry erreneeusly state that Jacedb Felk married the daugh=-
ter of Adam F. Epting. Jaced Felk was bern befere 1740 - 1, while Adam F. Ep-
ting was bern in 1752, Adam F. coeuld net have had a daughter eld emough te have
married Jaced Felk prier te the latter's death in 1777. The secend wife {Cath~
erine) of Juced Felk evidently was the sister of Adam F. Epting and the dan‘!-
ter of John Adam Epting the pieneer celenist of the Dutch Ferk. Summer's sw=
berry Ceunty Seuth Carelina Histerical And Genealegical™ mentiens enly thege
daughters of Jehn Adam Epting whe were kmewn. The names eof seme ef his daugh-
ters were net found by Mr. Summer.

The first wife eof Levi Felk (b 14 Mar. 1815; d. 27 Feb., 1848), yeur great-
greategréndfather, was Miss Sarah Cepeland (b, 10 Mar. 1813; d. 6 Oct. 1844]).
They were married en 6 Nevember 1834, His secend wife was Miss Susan Catherinme
Grimes (b. 9 May 1824; d. 1896), to whem he was married en 3 April 1845, Sarah
Cepeland was the daughter eof Jaceb Cepeland (b, 1776; d 3 Nev. 1853) and his
wife Mary Riser (b. 1781; d. 1860) whe were married im 1797. Juceb Cepeland
apparently was the sem of Jaceb Cepeland, Sr. (a revelutienary seldier) and
the grandsem eof Isaac and Christiama Cepeland.

Mary Riser was the daughter of Geerge and Francima Riser. Neither the
father ner the daughter is mentiemed by nume in the Annals Of Newberry, but it
is stated that ene daughter married a Cepeland. Geerge Riser (then ummarried)
came frem Stuttgart, in Wuertemberg, Germany, te Can Fear (prebably Wilming-
ton on the Cape Fear River), N.C., im 1750 = 1, "Frem whemce he came (in 1751)
te Seuth Carelina at the first eppertunity™. On 18 August 1751 his petitien
for a grant. fer 50 acres ef land "in the ferk between Bread snd Saludy Rivers"
was appreved. He married Francima Couynis after his arrival im Seuth Carelinms.
During the Revelutiemary War he first served as a private with the Americanms,
but later (in 1779) attached himself te the Leyalist (Téry) Cause. He evemtu-
ally rejoined the Americams, amd im 1781 - 1782 furnished previsiens and fer-
age fer public use. It appears that he was bern abeut 1728, and he was living
as late as 13 Octeber 1801,

I weuld be glad te hear frem you, or see you again, at any time.

Sincerely,

S.. - 't.S‘i 8
Jeseph E, Steadman, Sr.
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