THE FOLK FAMILY

The FOLK name is spelled in such diverse ways as Folke, Foulk,
Foulque, Fowke and Fulk. An unpublisned manuscript giving the history
of the Folk famlily traces its ancesiry back to the year 40 BC, showing
descent from the Kings of Scandinzvia. The Swedish nobls Folke lived
about 1100, marring Ingegaerd, daughter of King Canute the Great who
died in 1086, and was the ancestor of the Folke family which furnished
a line of Scandinavian kings, the Folkungs, who ruled in Sweden,
Norway and Denmark from 1250 to 1365. -

3 A family of the name of Foulgque, or Fulk, settled in France at an
early date. In the 10th century, simultaneously with the conquest of
Normandy by the Northmen, or Scandinavians, the Foulgues rose to great
prominence as the Counts of Anjou. From them were descended the Plan-
tagenet kings of England who ruled from 1154 to 1485, the Angevin
kings of the S&cilies who ruled from 1286 to 1399 and the Angevin
kings of Hungary who rulsd from 1308 to 1382. Ons traditional origin:
of the Folk family 1is that they are descended from the Counts of Anjou,
ths family name being originally spelled Foulque or Fulk, If this = -~
tradition be true, 1In view of the aforementionsd Scandinavian ancestry
of the Folk family, it would appear probable that the ancestor of the
Counts of Anjou was one of the Folke family of Scandinavia who migrated
to western or northwestern France near the beginning of the 9th century.

During the Conguest of England by King William the Conqueror -in '
1086, members of the Folk (Foulgue or Fulk) family settled in England.
From them are descended the Baronets Folkes, the Baronets Fowke and
the family of Fooks. o - (-

During the Reformation, beginning in 1520 with the rise of Prot-
estantism, many members of the.Folk (Foulque or Fulk) family remaining
in Prance identifled themselves wilith the Huguenots. Because of the -
bitter persscutions during the reipgn of King Louls XIV (1643-1715),
meny Huguenots fled from France. Some settled in Germany, others in
Holland, others in Switzerland. ’

The Norman-French family of Folk (Foulque or Fulk) bore a coat-of~
arms: "Sable a lion Or armed Gules, fronting a stork Argent", somse
members varying the arms to show "Per pale, Vert and Gules, a fleur-
de-1ig Ermine" or "Vert, a fleur-de-lis Argent". i & fhod bt

The FOLK family of South Carolina, whose name in early records was
also written Foulgue, Foulk and Fulk, 1s descended from:
T g%%%g FOLK, according to family tradition 2 native of Wenning-
% 15 ] stadt, Germany, though there is a possibility that
he was a native of Willemstadt, Holland. He came to the United States
in 1740/41 and settled in the Dutch Fork section of Newberry-Lexington
County, South Carolina. Among his children was

II. JACOB FOLK, who was born in Germany (or Holland) and came to
South Carolina with his parents. He r'irst settled at 0ld Granby, three
miles south of Columbia, where he was a tanner by trade, and lived
with a Mr. Cary in partnership for five years. Around 1750 he moved
to Pomaria, S. C. where he married BATRERMEPTING, daughter of Capt.
JOHEN ADAM EPTING, leader of a group of settlers who came from Weddlng=-
staflt, Germany to Newberry County, South Carolina, receiving a royal




grant, dated 28 November 1748, of 250 Acres on Crim Creek, opposi
Upper Saxe-Gothe Township in the Fork between the Broad and Saluda

[l

Rivers. Jacob Folk was born prior to 1740; he died 20 June 17277,

leaving a famlly of seven children, among whom was ;

III. JACOB FOLK, born 24 December 1772 at Pomarla, Newberry County;
S. C.; died 10 November 1845 in Colleton County, S. C., being buried
_in the Churchyard of Wesley Chapel, a Methodist Church which hs helped
to organize and bulld. In early manhood he moved from Pomaria to ,
Barnwell District, S. C. where in 1799 he was appointed by the Souta
Carolina State Legislature as "one of the Commissioners to Lay Out =a=nd
Keep in Repair a Road from Charleston to Augusta; to Broxton's Ferry
and passing 01d Cowpen Ford on Little Saltcatchers dirsct to Orange-
burg". In 1803 he removed from Barnwell District to Colleton County
whera he became possqéged of a large estats. In 1797 he married MARY
ELIZABETE HOWARD (bor '179@’1 died 18 February 1839), daughter of Jofun
Semaed. Howard who came from e Virginia to Barnwell/Colleton
County, S. C. where hs became the owner of large tracts of land.
Among the twelve children of Jacob and Mary Elizabeth were:
(el etu)iin ot Shs - ‘
¥ Iv.(a) JACOB FOLK, born 17 March 1802 Barawgll County, S. C.; died
16 March 1881l; he married dﬁflszﬂ OLIVE BRABHAM
X2ARSE (born 7 Sept. 1803, died 13 Jan. 1886, daughter of Jacob
X i Nan ab 5 Aot} leven childr ST
Keazgo spd his vife, Nengy Byovhem): Anons thelr eloven shildgen Hogos,
V. (2) 1. JOHN FRANGIS FOLK, born 1l Oct. 1822; died 11 Mar. 1861;
. T 4 ! married MAHATA ELIZABETH PLATTS (born
28 May 1829, dled 14 December 1897); among their eight children was

VI.(a) JOEN JACOB FOLK, born 20 Juns 1845; died 14 lMarch 1918; he
married (1) MARGARET R. L. DURR, (born 29

Qct., 1844; died on t%g Brasos River in,K Texas 26 May 1870, daughter of
John L. Durr and his'iawife, Margaret ﬁ Byrd) on 3 Oct. 18663

they were the parents of one child: MARY OLIVE ELIZABETH ("Minnie™)
POLK (born 23 Nov. 1868 in Texas, died 15 Sept. 1895 in Orangse,
Texas; she married her cousin, ELLISON CAPERS FOLK, see below) j bured
iN Evergreew Cammettry , Brange TTeyas. . | - e :
V. (2) 2. Henry Nimrod Folk, born 5 Feb. 1836, died 28 Nov. 1916;
married (1) 27 Aug. 1857 Mary Rebecca Weissinger (born 25 June 1841,
died 8 Oct. 1869, dau. of Johannes Weissinger and his wife, lMartha
Meldrsd Zeigler) and (2) '18 May 1870 Elizabeth Ann Felder (born 30
Apr, 1838, died 13 Aug. 1908, dau. of Evan Darley Felder and his wife,
Elizabeth Jane Zeigler); among his children was:

Vi.(a) 2. a. Henry Calhoun Folk, born 4 Dec. 1859; married 12 Apr.
1883 Elizabeth Weilssinger (dau. of John Jacob Weissinger and his wife,
Virginia Fubtto) and was the father of:

1. Ethel ¥olk, married R. B. shigat 1Ak A S
2, Tucile Folk, married Prof. J. C. Guilds,Ph D, tves < i ed Loliege:
3. Eenry Nimrod Folk, married Simsie Rowe lMcMichael )
4, Leonard Folk, married Clarence E. Black
5. John W. Folk :
6., Mary Folk (who dled in childhood)
7. Virginia Folk
8, Oliver Faber Folk
14 Manch 17 Fehb.
¥ IV. (b) LEVI FOLK, born Colleton County 1815, died 1848; married

' ENov, JR3Y



