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CHAPTER I.
A GENERAL STATEMENT AND SOME PARTICULARS.

Hy purpose in this sketch is to give, in some detail,

a record of the Brabham family and others more or less close=
ly related to us, as well as that of other families of the
comnunity of my birth and my rearing; also to write of mat—
ters relating directly and indirectly to the community it—
selfe And in conclusion to give a brief account of my life
and work as a Methodist preacher.

Buford's Bridge community is located towards the
eastern part of what was Barnwell District-called county
after the recogstruction perlod-cut now Bamberg County.

The community got its name Irom the bridge over the Big
Sailkehatchie at this coint; the tridge itself being called

ter its builder, a Mr. Buford, who may have been the first
settler, certainly among the first, of this part of the
countrye.

At this point where the bridge spans the stream, and
on its northeastern side is where the little village of Zu~
ford's Bridge stood., Some three miles northeast from where
the latter stood is where my father, Robert Cornelius Erab-
ham, had his home, and here I was born October 15, 1848,

My great grandfather, Josegh Brabhgg,még., the found-
er of the Brabham family in South Carolina, was a scotchman who,

with his Scottish wife, Flora McPhail Brabham, came to imerica
probably about the middle of the eighteenth century. He doubt-
less came by way of Virignia, and his first home in South Carc-
lina was on the_Santee.River. -

The only other family in this State of which we have any
Imovledge, whose name is nearly like that of Brabham, is the
Bradham family of Clarendon County. About 1892 or '92, I met in
Manning, this State, a Major Bradham, a prominent official of
his county, and a one-armed Confederate veteran. On inquiry, I
learned that his family were Irish people, and he thought, of
no relation to the Brabham family, This seemingly, should set-
tle the question. However, my grandfather, whom I shall desig-
nate as Igsenh_Brabham,~Irm, or 'the o} eph_Brabham, from
whom I learned much of what I know of the first Joseph Zrab-
ham, said that his father came to Barnwell Digtrict from "over
the Santee"; and as Clarendon County borders on that river, it
may be that the two families were, at the beginning one, This
question was brought up vetween the families many years 3E0e
James M. Brabham, second son of Joseph Brabham, Jr., tocld ne
once that when he was quite a young man, two members of the
Bradham family rode horseback from Clarendon District to Barnweil
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District to see the Brabham's and to try to trace up a relationship
between the families, but were unable to come to any certain under-
standing about the matter. However, my Uncle James, in relating
the circumstance to me, jocularly added, that in his opinion the
two families were related, as the two visitors, like some of the
Brabhams, "were fond of whiskey and dancing" - doubtless then
common characteristics of the times, .
The original Joseph Brabham, was a Revolutionary sold-—
ier in Gen. rrancis Marion!s Army, and was twice wounded in
that conflict, once at Briar Creek, in Georgia, and once at
Dorchester near Charleston. A fellow soldier with Joseph Brab-
ham Sr., was his brother-in-law, a Mr, McPhail, who, in the
vattle at Dorchester received a saber cut on the head and was
left on the field for deads The fight was hand to hand with
heavy csabres, and on horseback. 3Before Mr, McPhail himself was
wounded, he cut off a British soldier's head, which, as he af-
terwvards said in relating the story "rolled down the hill like
a round snuff box". While McPhail recovered from his supposedly
fatal wound, and was fond of relating his experiences in the
battle, yet he never fully recovered the normal use of his mind.
Another incident of the Revolutionary experiences of our
ancestors as related to me oy my grandfather, Joseph Erabham, JTe,
was that on one occasion a number of Tories who Rad been onm a
raiding expedition to the upper part of the State, were re-
turning with a lot of plunder, robbed from the Whig settlers,
and had stopped for the night, making their camp near a stream over

which they had crossed on a bridge. Some scouts from among
Marion's men had followed them, and when they discovered their
camp, went back and reported. Arrangements were made for an im-
mediate attack, and to avoid making a noise in crossing the
bridge, the soldiers were ordered to dismount, to fold their
blankets and lay them as a pathway on the bridge, then gently

to lead their horses over this path of blankets. Reaching the
opposite side, they gathered up their blankets, remounted and
soon were charging down on the campers, who were eating their
suppers Surprised and panic stricken there wsj% quite a scat-ter-
ing of the feasting Tories. GSome were :hot,ﬁ?hn, some were cap-
tured, while some escaped into the neighborilig swamps, Among

the plunder here captured were some barrels of rum, the heads

of wnich, by order of General Marion, were knocked out, and

the rum was thus removed from the use of his own men,— avoid-
ing in this way a possible drunken carousal on the part of any
whe might have been addicted to drunkenness,

As to whether Joseph Brabham, Sr., moved from "over cn
Santee" before or after the Revolutionary War is uncertain. But
as Joseph Jr. said the reason that his father moved to Barnwell
District was for the benefit of the fine grazing lands found
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there, it may have been that he first observed these lands
while a soldier, following the "3Swamp Fox" and after peace
came moved over and settl3d there,

Vith regard to catile and grazing lands at the time
of the settlement of the original Joseph.Brabham in Barn-
well District, my grandfather said that on account of the
absence of undergrowth among the pines—tall, long leaved,
yellow pines— as was the case at that time, there was
heavy growth of "woods grass", intermingled with what they
calleé "highland fern"——probably the beggar weed-—besides
cane in the swampse. This combination made excellent range
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for stock; so much so that the cattle were raised at prac-tically

no expense, it being necessary only to watch them sufficiently
to keep them from going astray. At certain seasons on account
of their good condition and free range, it was not safe for
the women and the children unprotected, to come into contact
vith the herd. Grandfather said that he, as a boy, had, on
occasion, climbed trees to escape their attacks. An impor-
tant part of the food of these early seittler consisted of milk
from their cattle; and grandfather-——Joseoh Brabham.dr., who
lived to be more than ninety years old, never lost his fond-
ness for milk.

As to deer hunting-——there were two methods of doing
thise One was to chase them with deer hounds; meantime
placing a man with a gun loaded with buck shot, at selected
places or "stands", to shoot the deer as it passeds It was
characteristic of the deer to follow the same general fun from
one swamp or hiding place to another, and it was this habiv
that enabled the hunters to know where to stand. Another
metnod of hunting deer in those days was what was called
vfire hunting". In this method, they used a long handled
frying pan, such as was used before the introduction of cook-
ing stovese To use this pan in hunting, the bowl was filled
with short pieces ol rich pine, "fat lightwood", as it was
called, With this ablage and held on the shoulder of a per-
son who walked through the forest at night——this being the
time when the deer did their grazing——followed closely by
another with a loaded gun, would attract the attention of
the deer, which instead of stampeding, would stop and watch
the blazing torch and thus discover their own whereabouts by
the shining of their eyes, Immediately the eyes were seen a
halv was made, and the man with the gun fired at the eyes and
thus got his victime

As my grandfather's early taste for milk never left hirm,
so with regard to his taste for venison; and in after years,
wnen there were no longer dddr in the country, he kept a fine
flock of sheep, and in the absence of venison, there was no
meat that he liked so well as mutton; and his choice piece of
veniso .mutton was what he called the "saddle"-the should-
ers and £ and not the hams.
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As there were deer and numerous game in those early years
T the settlement of the country, so 2lso were fish quite abun-
aant. ot only were they found in the streams, but the ponds

and "bﬂ""”-—uhlcklv grown swamps inside of which was more or
less of "na“loh vater with cypress trees and water grass; with
occasional "lakes"——stretches of deeper water, usually wlth

black gum trees. Here it was that fish of various kinds
abounaed; there were also terrapin and alligators. Part

of a very 1arge pond of the above description stood on the
land t2ken up by the original Brabham. On account of its size
and comparative deoth, it was called the "Ocean", and is still
iknown oy thatl name., It is probably safe to say that the name was
not given by the pioneer, Joseph Eraonam, for having himselfl
crossec the Atlantic, he would hardly have dignified an inland
ponc swamp not exceeding a sguare mile in area with so great =z
name. Possibly some native backwoodsman, who had never had a
glimpse of the sea, venturing too far in a full time, had

his rickety bateau capsized, and his near-drowning experience
may so have impressed him to think that the perils he endured
were similar to those of the briny deep, and so, he may have
named the pond, The Oceanl This idea, of course, is purely
imaginarye

The site of the first cabin home of Joseph Bra abhan,. Sr.,
was near the old grave yard in which his bones s have lain
since the year of his aeath, 1818, The above mentioned grave
Jara, ‘nov and for many yvaru, entirely nn"lectea, was later
used as a burial nlaca for negroes. It is what is called
grave yerd field, and is part of the Tecac" left by James
Y, Brebhem, Sr., to lengg Church. These and adjoining lands
were in possession of the Brabham family for about a hundred
and forty yearse

For some cause, probably health condit ulon.,, Joseph Braib-—
ham Sr., moved about one mile eastward _and settlied on a
D'ac‘gacL “1a"e, about the very spot later occunled by the
home 8T Aunt 5mtcy hea;Sb rabqam, to be written about later.
AT the time of the earliest recollection of James i, Brab-
ham, S5re, hic grandfather, Josesh Brabham Sre., lived at this
last named place, but of course not in the same house. At
this time this grandfather was an cld mex, and a class leader
in_the Methodist Church, he, seemingly, having been among the
first to fall in with the hizpodlﬁb _Ppreachers, who made tneli
Ifirst a ppn_ranCD in South Caroling soon after the Revolution—
!ar. 4 fev hundred yards north of the old gentleman's
modes stood his little log meeting house, whlch, at the
time, ol which my uncle spoke, had nearly rotted down,

As to the early Methodists of that day—my grandfather said
they were disliked by most of the people, that some were pre-
judiced against the Methodist preachers and they would purpose-
ly misdirect tnaqﬁﬁfnu thus confuse them as to the routes they
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wished to travels To offset this disadvantage the preachers
came tc an understanding among themselves, as to certain
signs that they would leave along the way for the guidance
of their successors in travel—broken limbs, marked trees,
etce It is gratifying to the descendants of the old pioneer,
Josepn Brabham Sr., that he vas friendly to these early min-
isters of Christ, that he was not only converted to their faith,
but that he also build a house for the worship of God, and
left 2 record of his own personal service in the cause of his
Master. It is gquite probable that the prayers of this old
clags leader and his Eouly wife, which were doubiless made
for their children, and children's children, on down the
line, have availed much for us and ours. It is certain that
this writer was first brougnu to Christ while living on part
of the original noneSueaJ f the old class leader, and vwhile
his home was directly in si Eht of the old grave yard where,
with that of his good wife and others, his body awaits the
resurrection of the juste I hereby record my gratitude to
God for the lmovwledge of these pious ancestors.
hs already noted, the wife of Joseph Brabham Sre, was

-~J_or'1 Jic PnglL, 2 Scotch woman, and a Sister - of the Revolution-

arv hers of whom mention has been made. 1t is also known that
she had _another DrOth"*s Rev, John MePhail, a Methodisi Jocal
preacher, a man of deep piety and of great force of character.
He baptized the children of the Methodist people of that com-
munity and time—myself being one of the said children., His
religion was of an aggressive and fervent type. On some occas-
ion while holding service at the first hl"nan Church, ac a drought
was DreVallln;, Uncle lcPhail was requested to pray for rain.
He prayed earnestly and fﬂrvenuly, and before most of the peo-
ple, zfter being dismissed, could reach their homes, a great
thunder cloud same and wet the lands and many of the peovple
also. After it was all over, the preacher, who dined with one
of the nnighbors, laughingly remarked that he "reckoned the
next time he was asked at the church to pray for rain, a reguest
glso would be made that the rain be staid till the people could
reach their homes", F

Uncle lcPhail's good wife was in full sympathy with

him, voth in his spirit and ministerial work. They lived and
worked on their farm near Swallow Savennah Church. of the Al—
lenual— circuite In those days the cattle lived on tn range,
and wers ariven up each evening for milking, This was done
seven aays a veek; and it so happened on a Sunday evenlno, or
late afternocon, that "Uncle lMac" and his wife——himself in the
r'add__a and she behind him on the same horse——when suddenly the
rapid beating of the feet of running horses on the nearby
race traclkk were heard, (horse racing was common in those days)o
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Bspying the riders, the aeld preacher gave his horse the whip
and immedlately he and his goed nwife found themsalveas gpoed=
ing aleng ths race track in the vain effort to discover the
idogtity of the offsnders that they might be brought te
Justicse Cailing in this, tha old ;reacher cecided en an=
other plan, and next day toak his horse and plow and disnan=
tled, as best he ocould, the wellemmaocthed race track,

Soon after this at a Quarterly Conference, when the
Fresiding eldsr asked the usual queztion,PAre there any come
plainta? the pastor arvse and with a solemn face replied
what there “waz & compliint acainct 7roihs=r :derhall, of
course all wers aurprized ot thisy for Gacle crFhall was
tiacuzht by saint and osloner %o be, 1ike Caasarts wifowe a-
bovs susplicione Then the paster caw the Laterect was at ita
hedieht, he sadd, that it had heea rspeorted 4o hin that “roe
tier ‘icPhall had bzen "straining his hor=s on ths rece
- track®, As 1% didn't eccur tO tliose 2ot in the secrst, that
thiers 743 mors than one way %0 to "strain® a horss on a race
track, wsy were hockad at the susgestian that "ncls Mag?
hid been racing on ths 5ly§ 438 goon, however, as the pastor
had had liis funy he explained to iha fonfsrenca that ‘rothsr
"srhall had straincd hic horse in ths affort to spoil the
raca traock wilh hic plow,

T tolhail and his wife, having no childran of
thelr omn, adspted a little girl, who afterwmards became the
wife of a lr, Fanry.Priester, whe, with his than ald wife,
and two Imarried dsughbors, iisses Annie and liina, lived
near Allendals wh=n I was pastur of that charge, 1323wl
At tha homs of the family, who wars osabars of the Cwallow
~avannah Church, I was chown the old leathsrwbound Bibls
whick had belonged to Unsle icihail, and whish had been
Gavdied ron daing hidden out at tha tims of Jeneral “here
‘man's rald, Ta 1355,

Uncle e ad in 1350, at quite an aivanced ags.
This we Imow from ike rscord of <n ald arterly Concerende
Jaurnal, which statsd that at &« Juarterly Conference held in
1831; "Crether l'tihail rasigned from being steward Lecausze af
old age”s.iln and hn wife vers buri-d at Uwallew avancah Chureh,
abgut onsand a half miles couth of Alleadale, and Guite near his
ald home place, (M3 lands later Lecans thie property of lir. Lawe
ron o “illlans of alleadale, who dled sems :wars agop and At is
[Tobable thiat they ars still wwned by tds children opr grandehilde
Y'en. .
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’ CHAPT.R IX
dZ JrABHAH GU4LY,
T2 Joseph Zrablam and his vifs, Flora lioFhail Brabham, g

the founders of the ‘recham family in Seuth Carelina, wars
verm five sons and =ix deaughters that grew Wp and aarrisdes
thers may have teen ethors wno cled in chilcdhocod or youth,

Ihs names of tlase sond ang deugnters, and the partias Lo whom
vhey vwere coveraily aerried, ars us followat

Neub=n, owne of vdls awb =150 U9 08,
JOMm, carried CJartha Doye.
v saoseph, marrisd Lareh Ldridland,
Ja58E, GArried LAy (rankle
archibald, married rchecca Crizmes.
carab, zarrioa .lalls ndghte
Q-‘ aneys Barried Jacuo learize ﬁ 24w, Dau.: Olive Brabham Kearse
;;”‘L‘W lora, marcied siliism &rhe.&— " 7 Sep 1803-13 Jan 1888
Hary, Surried Jeargs Jags drimss, ,>( m. 25 0¢t 1821
Cycthia, narried Ceorgs im}rj..m Jacob Folk (1802-~1881)
lizaleth, married Iilost a Froxton, altezrward carrisd o, Rlche
wrdsene
The recerd of sach of tie:e, «b tar as I can do sa, will
ts givan in detadl,

reubon narried angd wesnl 0 nlaleTle udmes years ag? I ob in came
unicalicn wath a Jouny ~2tiodisiy preacasre in Jexas by the naos
ol (heZas . Sreboen, no cald L1s parsnts wers .roa Alacema, and
he -ave nases of same asabers of the farly vhich led ne 20
ino¥ that hey nears dascandants of tha “outh Carelira 3rabhsns,
I &3 unanls to Iind.ine letlers of this young preacher, but J
Jood assored thal hil ntecedonts wars {rom aithar Dsuban Drabe
faa or LAS trotuer, .arcidbald, both of whoa cdied in slabaza, each
isaving & ausber oI childrena
vohn Grachas zarrisd Lartha ferys, sictar of satthow loye. -
he vas bern wetener I8, 1772, ~ad uied cay 25, L0343 Jobn Lrebe
lwan and his wife, afecticuately lmawn as ""*cls vein and aunt
Fatsy™, had thelr hous aboud 2n2 1ils vestiarg of the orig
Jrabiaa hous, whicn +as by Wia old srave Jwrd already r::e.':crib'sd.
They wera ths jarents of Hamplon, Junn loye, and Cynthia,
lavpten Sravhas zarrisd Tirst, & Jldcs risnteejans I Dow
l1ave nag er civen mome. e oazx bha ~m*‘.}~m~ gt Johnn Tletoher
:;1-.;1,1:‘.:.;5. At her dsath, Japls Juhn and ot Yatay look Mlatcher
and Trought hia up, e <« laast kept Dixm until their lsath, Af=-
ter Lhe desth of his [irst wifs, amnton Dracham marrisd Mdiss
flarrlst irkland, deu;nter of Teusrt Cernelius Xirkland and
his first wife, whe mas a .iss Gilliaws, To ilampton and Harriet
Rirzland JSrabham wsre turns dary, Sarrle, Careline llartha,



