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Sweden. He tells how one evenmg he car“ i o a nomestead HRRAE X
the door was closed; and; in:answer tohis-questions’ the
people W1th1n roughly bade hxm begonc, f()r they were busy Y

- cormt umty tha;t ew

ideas were . introduced by the Cathohc . Church, which

preached peace as.one of the’ main vxrtues and relegated -

retribution to the world to come. This 1ew doctmne con«

tained much more that was not; xmmedxatcly acceptable, and
at the same time the orgamzatxon of the. Ghurch came into "
direct collision with the old traditions, The urcompromising "+
family. loyalty. that was revea‘ed in the legal. order was
applied not only to questxons of honour bu{ also to property .
and now the Church was preachmg that one of the; most .

effective way< ‘of wmmng salvatxon was. to ' ndow her’ wuh :
legacies, Marnage, too, which had long been’ concerned with

the kin, was also to come undcr the regulatlon of the Church;
and since priests and churches ; were to be maintained by the

- parishes, the -Church. demandcd ‘a uniform. taxation’; in - B
accordance with the new umty. whxch it lmposcd It took ’nme Fha

for these unaccustomed 1deas to: ﬁnd acccptance in commum

ties and overcome the pnmxtwe desxre f01 mdepcndencc and -
the family tradltxons ncverthelcss, they ultlmqtely provcd to
be an important mﬂuence’ in. furthenn g (the. fusion : of sthe: .
organized communities wuh the mote scatteréd scttlcmems SRCEEIE

At the beginning of the twelft}m Cen{ur ; :therc, was a tems: R
porary respite from rehglous and dynastlc strife ) ‘and | m the '

1130’s Sverker, a member of a {nbe of C)stcrgotland mag-
nates, was acknowlcdged as ng. He, lived ‘on the most
. important royal manor in his home rchon ncar Lake Vit~

tern, and this district thus took ovcx‘ the suprcmacy which “ ad -

formerly been wielded by the Malaren rcg:on(f,. B
Sverker kept on good terms with the Church and, in
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B consuitation with Archbishop Eskil of Lund, supported the

founding of the Cistercian monasteries in Sweden. But the

throne was not yet secure. Somewhere around 1156 a Danish
_ prince, Magnus Henriksson, effected the murder of Sverker
. and a little-known claimant, who later became the legendary

“Eric the Saint’, then made his appearance, though he was

‘soon put to death He was succeeded by Sverker’s son Karl,

who was killed in 1167 by Knut, the son of Eric the Saint.
Knut seems to have been a forceful monarch who made
short work of other claimants; and a period of calm ensued.

" In order to protect Lake Milaren against pirates he founded

a stronghold on the sit¢ of modern Stockholm; the coinage

‘was regulated, and, with the King’s co-operation, the Church

was organized on a more systematic basis. After 1196, how-
ever, the throne was the object of a series of confused struggles
whose true significance has never been fathomed. The
descendants of Sverker ‘and Eric were in constant conflict
right up to the middle of the thirteenth century, with some-
times one line in power, sometimes the other; and these con-
flicts extended beyond the frontiers of the country, for in this

* - period Danish kings and magnates often took part in the
- domestic feuds of Sweden. At the beginning of the thirteenth

century,. the Zealand family of Sunesson 'supported the
claims of Sverker the younger, grandson of the first Sverker,

- and soon afterwards thc Damsh k.mgs ralhed to the support

of the rival dynasty."- cooen »

' In the midst of thls confusxon new and s1gn1ﬁcant trends
were becoming apparent In 1164 the first Swedish arch-
bishop. was. installedin the se¢ of Old Uppsala, where the
founder of the Eric dynasty became first the local saint and
later the patron saint of the whole country The boundaries
of the dioceses were now fixed : apart from that of the arch-
bishop, the five sees were Linkoping, Skara, Stringnis,
Visteras, and Vaxjo, and in Finland there was Abo. In the
middlc of the century the Cistercian monks arrived in Sweden

and founded monastcrics in fertile vaLlcyL_n the pattern of

Vasdvack A Grazgin, Publishens
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" nates and churchmen; and it was this Councxl that acted'as -
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Clairvatix. The Church acqur‘ed her own ¢anon law ‘and
her own coutts, and she also secured- a 'separate system of
taxation by royal privilege. The kmgs began to seek ecclesi-
astical sancnon for their coronation, a practxce Wthh; $0

far as is known, was employed for the, ﬁrst tlme in. Erxc
Knutsson’s ¢6tonation by the archbishop.in 1210171 <5

- A class of magnates now emerged, récruited from the. old

‘great peasants’; or families of, more proSpcrous peasantry.
This class at first gave the kings a great deal of trouble, but
was later to become a characteristic feature of the country
as a whole, Its contribution to'the govérnment of the king-
dom was made through a Council (Rdd) composed of mags

Regent during the minority of, t‘*a last of tHe Exics. 'These
former peasant proprietors were, uItxmately, in conjuncticn
with the King’s personal retamers, to form.the nucleus of-a

new Estate: the secular ﬁ'alse,l or; noblesanesc Tobles and -

their Council; assisted by the Church orgamzanon, played an
1mportant part in: weldmg foget‘zer thewanous Swea‘
provinces. - . .l *s! :

This period also saw the emergcnce of a polxtxcal ﬁgure, N
second only in 1mportance to. the crown, -whoSe ofﬁce simi-

.....

Y

such as Blrger Brosa and hls y0ung
Swedish history as Birger J arl), belonged to a famxly that has

A

since often been wrongly given; the namc of $Folkung’; The
T Afo _orgamze;énd ‘

chief functxon of the: Jarl, it | seems' was!
,%me' .t

x@s}::'»"' g

1 Thcre is no exact Enghsh cquxvalént of this. term. t denoted’ the .

total or partial exemption of both pcrsons ‘and, by éxtenswn, the Jand
they owned from taxes and services owed to the crown. Since the hobles
chiefly enjoyed this exemption in return for knight service (although it
could also be cn_;oycd by some_ others,. e.g. mme—owncrs), the word

‘frilse’ generally means the *fréé! noble Estaté and'its memberh, Thc Y
Church was also ‘free (andlzglﬁdbe)“é"rhoﬁe who W‘e’ré hdt ‘f‘reb”&ve T

called ofrilse. Bt i

- gt

sbi

1 rteentﬁ centu;y, "
.Iimsvnan “(known ‘in -

+% across the sea, with the object of renewing the attempt, not

. always with success, to gain control of the old and profitable
. trade routes in the east. Echoes of the Viking era are to be
Qheard in these later expeditions; on the other hand, the
! ledung was sanctioned by the Church provided its attacks
: were directed agaxnst pagan tribes, and these expeditions
'thus became ‘crusades’ agamst ans, Estomans, and
. Russians. : '
; These battles in the east are distinct landmarks in an
otherwise obscure period, and Finland now begins to assume
: the prominent place in Swedish annals that she was to
. retain for seven centuries, Russian chroniclers describe how
Sverker, sailing towards the east with sixty ships, fought
against Russia; while a much later legend states that St Eric
ed a crusade against Finland, though the background of this
narrative is obscure. At all events, by the beginning of the
» thirteenth century the south-west region of Finland was part
. of the Swedish Church and possessed its own bishop in Abo.
% There is also evidence of Swedish campaigns round Lake
Ladoga in 1164, while in 1220 a ledung fleet sailed agaxnst
Estonia, clearly in order to forestall Danish. cxpansxon in
""the same' area. Thxs crusade however, ended in disaster.

‘was going on at the same timé, was to gain control of the old
¢ trade route to Russia, which was at that time being used by
the inhabitants of Gotland and by the German‘ merchants

solidate the kmgdom‘ Internal strife durmg the reign of the
“Jast of the Erics, " Eric Ericsson (1226-50), temporarily
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; command the ledung, i.c. the traditional levy of armed men
" 'and ships from the eastern provmces. At a given order this
~ force would be assembled early in the summer for campaigns

who travelled between Liibeck and Novgorod. The chief men
. ofthe country - King, ]arl magnates, and churchmen - were
Ciall variously concerned in this policy of expansion, and this
: provided a common. mterest which further helped to con-
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The Ieadmg ﬁgure in Swedxsh pohtxca at tlus time was

Birger Jarl, a member of the so-called Folkung dynasty. He
had married the sister of the chlldless Kng Enc and con-

sequenﬂy, at:Cbrémg to current’ p“acnce, hzs sons were nu:.t Bt

in succession to the throne: In his gapaciiy 01 £ Farl he had le

a successful ‘cruSade agamst Tavasﬂand in ‘Finland, as'a
result of which this part of the kingdom had ‘been con-
solidated and enlarged. This exploit was cclebrated seventy-
-five years later in the famous Chrotitle of Erts, end though the
anonymous poet has written the eplsodc in the heroic style
“of the pemod, his account is based on actual events which

occurred in the course of the tradatzona‘ expa*lb*on towards
the cast. p R R '

.:!-_:.. .‘(;_: t ..' '.‘-l i\.

Meanwhile another factor was emergmg whxch was o be Syl

the core both of the new constxtutxon and, of the future umty

of the country; the farmmg—peasant commumty Place:.
names provide no more than an 'indeterminate guide to its’

development; as in the Viking era, however, a considerable
number of new villages seem to have sprung up during the
carly Middle Ages, with name-endmgs such as -forp (croft),
-siter (shicling), and -hult (topse) ; and it is interesting that
certain names of these types arc aIso o be found in Swedish
Finland. That a fair degree of e economm prospenty prevaﬂcd
at that time is confirmed by the_ many hundreds of country
churches which began to, be ercctcd in!stone; a buxldmg

enterprise unparalleled in scope until the rapid expansion of
urban communities towards the end of thc mnetecnth cens 'y

tury. Thus the - settllementsmbegan t‘ grow, sprcadmg
along valleys and watcrcourscs even farthcr mto ‘the great
forests. : e i A

Life in these expandmg Swedish commumtzes can bc
studied most easily in the provmc1al codes whlch give detailed
regulations for all aspects-of daily: life and work, and which
were without doubt already in force, although they were not

n;v f

. Round church at Hagby, Smaland, 11th century,



8. Wooden font from Alng Church
12th century.
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.. written down until the next period. Despite conflicts between

kings and nobles, the villager was guaranteed protection by

" both the Church and the embryonic State, and in return for

~ this security he was prepared to accept the new taxes which

. were gradually imposed on him. In their turn, these taxes

: pfovsded the State with fresh resources and opportunities.

' Itis not known at what date the various field systems were
introduced into Swedish agriculture; it is certain, however,

that the farming-peasant community constituted by this
- {ime an economic unit, and that all the great annual agri-

cultural operations were carried out in common. The

7 peasants had drawn up rules for the settlement of all the
~ disputes that inevitably arise in the everyday life of a farming

village. The earliest of these provincial codes, the Law of

. Vistergétland, is full of detailed instructions, revealing the

anxiety of the peasants to live in harmony at all costs accord-

. ing to the new Christian ideals of peace and justice: ‘ Christ
' is first in our community. Then comes cur Christian doctrine

. and all Christians: king, peasants, and all propertied men,

bishops and all learned men.’
* This Véstergdtland Law, which dates from the first half

- of the thirteenth century, also contains the oldest decrees in
. ¢xistence which deal with the political constitution of the

: country. Its nature is made clear in the opening words: ‘The
- Swedes may take a kmg but may also depose him.” Much of
what it -then says is‘ obscure, but one thing is obvious:

Sweden was a country with an elected monarchy, and it was
the will of the country = the folk — expressed first at the Ting

~ of the Svear and subsequently in the other provinces, which

determined who was to rule. Another fact that emerges is
that the provinces had not yet been wholly absorbed into
the kingdom of Sweden; the King who was chosen by the
Svear was a stranger to the other regions which he visited on
his Er:ksgata — a tour of the realm after his coronation to
receive their allegiancé. This ancient division is also illus-
trated in those parts of the Vastergotland Law which deal
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home provmce of the wctxm{ AR
In the middle of the thmecnth century the Swedlsh
Church was far from being a closely-kmt part, of the universal
Romati Church: The_parish and 1t church wete far more
real to the Ewedish peasant:; thar .wasithe c

Towards the end of the reign pf the last,Erié, Sweden was
finally incorporated as a provmce in the Umversal Church at
a meeting in Skdnninge in x248 attended ‘by the Papal
* - Legate, Cardinal William of Sabma. A papal bull in 1250
gave this meeting partxcular mgmﬁcancc' he rule of cehbacy

" was laid down, the cathedral .,hapte was. o*gamzed’ on
stricter lines, and the study of canon 1aw ‘was prescribed.
The mendicant orders had also’ obtampd a firm footing ir: the
country by this time. The' ﬁrst stagcf f, thc dcvclopmcnt
which Ansgar had initiated had now beén concludcd and the
Church was henéeforth to; makéa. sxgmﬁcant contnbutxon,
both as a force working for th 1ty of he kmgdom and as
an important economic factor ;

All these new social, pohtlcal and ecclesmstlcal trends
combined to produce, towards the middle of the thirtcenth
century, a Swedish kmgdom whlch, i not 50 far advanccd
possessed a standing similar to that of the other ScandmaV1an
efome 4:State

countries. The loosely hnked provmcés
which_already . revealed | tha re
language, and culture that wa$ té' tnark the‘ wholc of i its sub-
scquent dcvelopment a ﬁomogencxty wh chis unpara.llelcd
outside Northern Europe. s

/2 iocese, torsay - %
nothing of Rome, A change was, not long 1 commg, however.’
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The Age of the Folkungs

. On the death of Eric Ericsson in 1250, his nephew Valdemar,

Birger Jarl’s eldest son, was elected King of Sweden, and the
first of the dynasty later known as the Folkungs ascended the
throne. Valdemar ruled jointly with his father until the
latter’s death in 1266, after which he ruled alone. Soon
afterwards, however, he was overthrown as a result of a
quarrel with his younger brother Magnus Ladul4s, who now
held a duchy and the title of Duke, according to the Farl
tradition; and with the support of Denmark Magnus was

clected to the throne, which he retained until his death in

1290. The quarrel was dramatized in the Chronicle of Eric, in
which particular stress was laid on King Valdemar’s
questionable liaison with his wife’s sister, Jutta of Denmark.
The epoch owes its historical significance, however, to other
events; and indeed, the four decades between Valdemar’s
accession and thé death of Magnus Ladulds constitute a
remarkable period. Though more is known of the reign of
Magnus Ladulas there is evidence that even in Valdemar’s

time the King managed to increase the power of the cen-

tral government, both by keepmg down the nobles and by
better organization.In forexgnpohcy closecontact, manifested
in fluctuating alliances and frequent inter-marriages, was
maintained between Sweden and the two other Scandinavian
kingdoms. The most important of the intermarriages were
those between King Magnus’s son ergcr and the sister of the
Danish King Eric Menved, and between Eric Menved him-
self and Magnus’s daughter Ingeborg ~ the latter union was
a clear dynastic alliance against Norway and the obstreperous
Danish lords. Apart from King Magnus’s desire to maintain

e et nae, T2, n @ TR
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Swedish rule on the island of Gotland, p:o_]ects of eastern ."":

expansion were temporarily abandoned. Yet in spite of this
active foreign policy the most interesting developments,
which had thexr Orlgms in the precedmg pemod took place at
home. § *

In these. years the Church yvhose noWer was steadﬂy
increasing, had become an 1mportant ally of the crown in
the work of stabmzmg the monarchy. This was particularly
true in the ¢ase of Magnus Ladulds, and he showed his grati-
tude by extendmg the pnvxleges of the Clnirch and granting
more extensive immunities from taxatmn to Church land.
A proof of the Church’s growing power can be found in the
Jarge number of cathedral buildings which were either com-
pleted or begun from this time onwards: Of these by far the
most important was Uppsala Cathedral, which was founded
in the 1280’ It was from this cathedral that St Eric was pro-
claimed patron saint of .the realm, and his remains were
transferred from Old Uppsala to the new archlepxscopal see.

By this time the blshops were powerful lords with large armed '

retmues. . ; H ‘,"_..,", '.;‘ :j( i

The result was a new and more. powerful monarchy, in
which the King was more than just a figurchead and a war
lord. The taxation system was orgamzed dndexpanded to
mcet the increased needs of a centrahzed government, as the

King could no longer ‘live of hxs own on“the proceeds of the

royal estates. A System of dues replacedfsuch services as the

ledung and the enforced provxsxon of hospltahty for the King's iy

troops, and customs duties furnished thé government with a
new source of income. New laws and ordmances, which'had
formerly grown Spontaneously ;out of the day-to-day life of
the community, were enacted by the central government to
meet spccific needs, exemphﬁed parucularly by the laws for
the prescrvatlon of the ngspeace. H N
The rise of the monarchy was mterwoven in a pccuhar

way with the growth of the sedular noblhty Reference has -

already been made to the way in which thxs class, formmg as

L
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it did 2 unifying factor in the different provinces, helped to

weld the kingdom together, and it continued to develop,
sometimes in opposition to the monarchy and sometimes
with its co-operation. King Magnus’s rule provides a good
illustration of this interplay, for the close co-operation which
plainly existed between King and Church was paralleled by
equally obvious persistent differerices between the sovereign
and certain noble families ~ the famous Algotsson brothers
from Vistergotland, for example, who had thrown in their
lot with Norway and the unruly Danish lords. It is clear
that Magnus gathered round him men who did not belong

. to the old families, though the old first Estate of the ‘great

men’ simultancously acquired an organization which came
to include the King’s immediate servants and the vassals of
temporal and spiritual lords — the fralse or privileged noble
class mentioned in the preceding chapter. Their greatest .
privilege was freedom from taxation (by the Statutes of -
Alsng), and on the basis of this exemption :an army of
mounted knights was formed, similar to those which existed
in other parts of Europe. The co-operation between these
nobles and the King is illustrated by the emergence of
the great offices of the kingdom: the old-established post-
of Kansler (Chancellor) was supplemented by those. of
Marsk (Marshal) and Drots (Lord High Stewarcl),l and the
appointment of a farl was “discontinued. o

“The ‘combination of conflict and co-operation which
charactenzed this period merely constitute two sides of the
same picture. In all essentials feudalism — not the Continental
form, however, as this never existed in Sweden — went hand
in hand with the monarchy, despite all apparent signs to the
contrary, As the Norwegian historian Halvdan Koht puts it:
William the Conqueror and Charlemagne were both great
and powerful rulers and yet they both furthered feudalism;
and it was therefore perfectly natural that feudalism in

"1 These translations are onl.y approxilnate. The titles have no exact
cquivalent in English.
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Scandinavia should have i been fouaded by & néw and power: o

ful monarchy in each country: thé Valdemars in Denmark,
the Sverre housé in Norway, and the Folkungs in Sweden. -

Another significant development duting the last part of the
thirteenth cen‘cury was the i mcreasmg importance of Swedlsh S

towns and: mmmg districts:- erger Jarl; like former ruleré;

co-0pcrateu with the German tradxng toWns, ‘and German

immigrants obtained a recogmzed cxvxl status in Sweden.

. Stockholm, which could boast not only the Royal Castle and

a number of chiurches and religious houses but also an enters
prising class of merchants and artisans, was soon to become
the capital of the kingdom. Magnus Ladulas himself often
held his court on the island of: szmgso in Lake Vittern,
svhere a royal hall had been built in the new Gothic style;
the Chronicle of Eric also states'that Magnus Ladulas was

responsible for i the erectionand ‘embellishment- of - the

Rlddgghglx‘@_:} Church, the main sanctuary of the Franciscan
monks in Stockholm. Forelgn trade flourished, much to the
government’s satisfaction, as the customs® duties made a
significant contribution to its coffers. The huropcan market
was eager to reccive Swedish goods, mcludmg butter, skins,
and furs, and, above all, silver, iron, and | copper from the

o

mines. New methods of s workmg the mmes were introduced,

mainly from Germany, and. fresh abundant sources of oré

were found in the central Swedish dzstnct of Bergslagen to
supplement the older bog and lake orés.’ Thesc rich“assets
were exploited with the help of capital ‘and techniques.
imported from Germany, partlcularly from: Liibeck; and
thus was born the oldest _real mining mdustry of Sweden.
King, Church, and nobles s cach took an mtcrest in the new
concerns, and crown taxes' from the: mines undoubtedly
helped to stabilize the monarchy at this penod

As a result, new types of communities and settlements
began to emerge: the coastal: towns which, since they were
centres of a flourishing forclgn trade, differed in character
from the old markets and cathedral towns; the foundries
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‘" in Bergslagen, the solid castles and new types of manor

houses which the King and his nobles built in towns along
the coast and elsewhere. There was also an active cultural
life, New laws were passed and old ones revised, the newly-
organized nobility began to be influenced by conceptions of

. . ghivalry, and Swedish students made their way to the

University of Paris. One of the most important changes was
the gradual disappearance of slavery, which was finally
abolished in 1335, and the slave trade of the Viking Age was
superseded by better and more profitable methods of
Obtammg labour.

Hitherto, a balance had been maintained between
monarchy, Church, and nobles. After the death of Magnus
Ladulds in 1290, however, the position of the nobles was
considerably strengthened by the fact that the late King’s
oldest son Birger was still a minor. The government was taken
over by the Council, which, having begun as an informal
gathering, was now a well-organized assembly of the fore-
most men of the kingdom. The Churchmen moreover soon
found themselves opposed by the temporal lords led by the
Marsk, Torgils Knutsson. His importance is clear, despite the
meagre records; at home he was the leader of a powerful
group of nobles in opposition to the Church, and abroad he
vigorously pursued and developed the policy of expansion
towards the east which had been in abeyance since the time
of Birger Jarl. From 1293 Torgils Knutsson undertook
various ‘crusades’; he built the fortress of Viborg near
the important Russian trade route through the inner part of
the Gulf of Finland; his troops pushed forward to Lake
Ladoga and the Neva, and the Hansa merchants revealed in
their active diplomacy how seriously they regarded this
threat to their lucrative Russian trade. Indeed, Torgils
Knutsson unconsciously perpctuated in his foreign policy the
traditions of the Swedish Vikings. These ‘crusades’ have been
described in glowing terms in the Chronicle of Eric, which
dwells with considerable pathos on the beleaguering of the
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Swedish outpOSt on the Neva. Nevertheless, though the

stronghold eventually fell, the greater 'part of Torgxls s

conquests were retained for centuries to come.

Torgils Knutsson continued' to exert’ conslderable in-
fluence, though of a rather different’ nature, even after the
cotonation of Birger Magnu.,son in I"OQ, and at first no very

sighificant change:; appear to have been made in the govern-
ment. The first signs of unrest appeared with the attempt of
. the King’s younger brothers, Dukes Eric and Valdemar, to

introduce a policy of their own with the help of a group of
nobles. In the subsequent quarrel with Birger, the Dukes
were forced to flee to Norway (1304) ; where the Norwegian

King presented Nt_hemvmth the fief (Jdn)1 of Kungahilla on
the west coast (the southern’ part of what is now Bohuslin).

The Dukes were soon reconciled with their brothers, how-
ever; they returned to Sweden,:wheré-Duke Eric’s position

was further consolidated as a.fesiilt of the gift of the Danish .
fief of Northern Halland together with Varberg; and thence-
forward the complex inter-relations between : Sweden,; Den-

mark, and Norway, all concéntrated round thé mouth of the
Géta river, tended to centre to an mcreasmg extent on the
person of Duke Eric. % .- '.I ' :

At J‘1$

Soon after the return of the Dukcs a new factlon obtamed CE
political supremacy in Sweden: sThe,leadxng Churchmen, L
who had long been kept down by Torgils Knutsson, gained -
the support of & group of nobles, mcludmg the Dukes,’and
proceeded to challenge the Mar.fk He was: overthrown, ims
prisoned, -and executed ~: ostenmblyaas anlenemy of the
Church, for to begin with his dead body,wés not allowed to . .}
be buned in consecrated ground = while ng Birger, con-

forming to his father’s: pohcy, g'ranted the Church another
comprehensive charter. By now, however,: Duke Eric had
prepared a fresh coup, and in the autimn of 1 1306 he and his
brother Valdemar took the ng pnsoner at Hétuna. Thus

1 The Swedish lan was not & her HbIE fict bui a temporory emoymcnt
of the incomes and administration of the dnsmct concemcd._ IO
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Duke Eric, whom the Chronicle of Eric depicts as possessing

all the virtues of the knight, but who in fact was a singularly

ruthless and unscrupulous opportunist, became the leading
figure in the land.

Birger was hberated soon afterwards, however, and

‘haturally made an attempt to recover what he had lost.

It would be impossible to follow all the vicissitudes of the
next ten years. Duke Eric sometimes co-operated with Den-
mark and Norway, and on other occasions fought against
them both -~ though Eric Menved remained loyal on the
whole to his brother-in-law Blrger - and treaties, negotia-
tions, and campalgns followed in rapid succession. The
Duke’s possessions on both sides of the Gota river became the
nucleus of a feudal state extending within the frontiers of all
three kingdoms and forming what might be called the rough
draft, geographically, of a Scandinavian union. In 1310 the
kingdom of Sweden was_divided between the claimants;

T Birger r recelved large areas of eastern Sweden, Gotland and

V1borg in Finland, while the Dukes took the western pro-
vinces of Véarmland and Vistergétland. In addition, they
claimed the key defensive and trading bases in the east:
the Castles of Stockholm, Kalmar, and Borgholm, with their
adjoining fiefs, and most of Finland. The Dukes subsequently

¥ " divided their share into two portions, and Eric was to rule
" over western Sweden, northern Halland, southern Bohuslin,

and Kalmar. His ‘Scandinavian’ kingdom seemed within
sight, and his dynastic aims were further revealed by his
marriage with the Norwegian Princess, Ingeborg.

- This was without question a critical point in Swedish
history. Was the unity of the kingdom to be preserved or
was it to be split up into feudal states? A gruesome family
tragedy provided the answer. In December 1317, both Dukes
were_invited by the King to the Castle of Nykopmg in
Stdermanland. After a banquet had taken place, the Dukes
were taken unawares in their sleep and thrown into prison,
where they subsequently died ~ either from starvation or
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ill-treatment, accordmg to co tempora:y *eport. ng ergcr kS

madc an immediate attempt to conquer the entire kmgdom ;
the Dukes’ adherents had already taken up arms against him,
however, and their nsmg was soon Jomed by most of the
Swedish nobility. Notmthstandmg the. support of the Danish

King, Birget was forced to flee the country in'1318, while his .-
son Magnus was taken prisoner and subse&umtly executed,
King Birger died in exile in De‘xmark; whexe his grave now
. lics, and with considerable help from the widows of the

Dukes and the Drots, Mats Kettllmundsson, the noblcs
seized power. - R RRNAS I RN T

- Those who took control dxd ‘niotj: however, mtend to -

abolish the monarchy. Their aim ‘was to ensure their own

power and make clear their view that the King of Sweden

obtained his throne by election and not by hereditary right.

The next candidate was an obvmus one the infant son of

Duke Eric and his Norwegxan consort. Ingeborg ‘In July
1319 the ge gentry and peasants of the kingdom assembled in
Uppsala from the different iprévinces: and, shortly after
he had become, in his own right,*King of Norway, the
young Magnus Ericsson was' electcd King of the Swedes. A

significant document, cmbodymg an attempt to establish a

Swedish constitution, was drawn up,’ which endorsed. the

privileges of the nobility and of the Church, confirmed in
certain respects the status of the’ Couricilj*and, in order to .

prevent the King from imposing arbitrary taxation, gave the
Council and people the right to consent to new taxation.
Much stress was laid on the ¢lection of the King, as opposed
to the tendencies of ccrtam I‘olkungs to cstabhsh a hcredxtary
monarchy, - TR SRR S
Power was then assumcd by the noblcs, who had plenty
of opportunity to consolidatc their position during the
thirteen-year Regency, which, indeed; formed one of their
most notable periods. Thexr quahﬁcatxons were ccrtamly
of the highest. They had acquxrcd political training in the
Council and in the work of administration ; morcover, from
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ia very early date, members of the great peasant families had

acted as ‘lawmen’ in the administration of justice, and they
carried on this tradition by revising the laws of Sweden ; the
Uppland Law was accomplished by the middle of the 12g0’s,
and the Sédermanland law in 1327. Itis largely thanks to this

. work of compilation and revision that a coherent picture can
"be obtained of the Swedish commumty in the Folkung era,

and linguistically these documents are among the most
valuable of Swedish records. The nobles had also learnt a
good deal about complicated problems of foreign policy
during this period of fraternal strife, and the Chronicle of Eric,
which was actually written at the time of this Regency,
bears witness to a thorough familiarity with the life and
ideals of the Age of Chivalry.

This ruling class managed affairs with considerable suc-
cess during the following decade. Sweden’s interests in
Finland were asserted in opposition to Russia by the Drots,
Mats Kettilmundsson, who held the castle fief of Viborg; and
the Peace of Noteborg in 1323 established the frontiers
between the two countries for many years to come. On one
occasion the Regency government intervened to prevent
Duke Eric’s widow, Ingeborg, and her Danish-born second
husband, Knut Porse, from embarking on a policy of their
own, thus saving the country from an awkward situation.
Nevertheless, the Duchess Ingeborg had been making the
most of the great confusion in Denmark, where she had
managed to obtain a footing. She and Knut Porse had designs
on Skane and had already succecded in annexing southern
Halland and parts of Zealand. The Swedish government
finally took over the province of Skine, where Magnus
Ericsson was proclaimed as ruler in 1332. On payment of a
ransom his title was formally rccognized by Count John of
Holstein, to whom the province had been pledged by
Denmark, then in a state of disintegration. In 1335, when
King Magnus made his ‘Eriksgata’ - the traditional tour
madc by the King to reccive the homage of his people - he
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ruled ovér the largest: combmatmr\ of natxonal‘txes that .

Scandinavia had yet known: Sweden and Finland, Skine,
Blekinge, northern Hailand, and’ Norway His realm was
further extended at the beginning of the. 1340’ when he

purchased ‘s6uthern Halland from Valdemar Atterdag of ]

Denmark and became the uncondltrona‘ rulcr of Skéne.

A sxgmﬁcant step towards national unityivas taken during

the reign of Magnus Ericsson with the preparation of a body

of law (‘landslag’, literally : law of the land), which, in con-
trast to the old provincial codes, was to apply to the whole -

of Swedett, This task was completed in 1350, and the new

law embodied Sweden's earilest form of constitution. It
defined the position and scope of the monarchy, incorporas -
ting ideas that had been formulated at the election of the

King in 1319, and stated exphcxtly that it should be elective;

the only qualification was that'the King should be chosen

whenever possxble from among the” prevmus King’s. sons.

The old custorn by which:hé" rode round the country to t:i
receive homage, thé. ‘Erlksgata % was retamed and the =
mutual relationship between ng and subject was-estab- -

lished in solemn oaths to be sworn' by, both parties; each

undertaking to accept and -honour hxs rxghtful obligations.

These principles, stated in powcrful ter ms;;were to form the .- .
basis of the Swedish constltunonffor map” ¢enturiesi And the /.
towns subsequently obtained: aincwqmumcxpal law; iwhich -
regulated their life and gave e;\tenswé 1ghts to thcxr strong B

German element. -

Foreign policy during Maghus Encssons rexgn was dic- _
tated to_some extent by, the: prq;ects for - eastern expansxon. R
The King tried to carry. thcm out, tho‘ugh with little success, ,

by war with Russia, and also’ by the: rpersonal union with
Norway, which was later modlﬁcd by his sharing the rule of
this kingdom with his youngest son:Hakon. But the most
important factor that had to be, taken into account .was Den-

mark, whére Valdemar, A{tefclag sfgénergetlc attempts, to
restore the. country soon’ brought hxm mtd conflict ‘'with

R
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Sweden. Valdemar made some concessions at the beginning

of the 1340’s, but these were only in the nature of a temporary
compromise. '
Internal conflicts came to be linked up in a curious way

* with this Danish problem. It was ot long before Magnus

Ericsson’s attempts to expand his power in accordance with

" eatlier Folkung traditions produced a clash with his nobles.

He had already caused his oldest son Eric to be recogmzed
as heir to the throne ~ another step towards the hereditary
monarchy. The King’s foremost supporter in his efforts to
establish a stronger centralized monarchy was Bengt
Algotsson, who had been raised to 2 dukedom and who was
bitterly hated by the nobles on account of his intimacy with
the King. These nobles won the sympathies of the young
King Eric, and also of King Magnus’s brother-in-law,
Albrecht of Mecklenburg, who skilfully exploited the unrest

. in Scandinavia for his own ends; and Magnus was forced to
.« get rid of Bengt Algotsson and share the kingdom with his

son, In spite of these setbacks, however, he refused to give up.
He leagued himself with Valdemar Atterdag, an alliance
that was sealed in_1359 by the betrothal of Magnus’s son,

Hakon of Norway, with Valdemar’s daughter Margaret —
the most ambitious dynastic union in the history of Scan-

“dinavia. Events now-moved fast. The young. King Eric died

the same year, 1359, ¢ and Magnus again became thc uncon-

‘tested ruler. He proceeded to take the significant step of

summoning to Kalmar a parliament, a Riksdag, in which all
four Estatest were represented. It is not known whether this
meeting ever took place; but the principle of a parliament

_of the Estates was clearly implicit in the summons, and this

principle was ultlmately to be followed vp with momentous
results,
While everything appcarcd to be procceding smoothly

1 The four Estates of the fully developcd Riksdag were the nobles, the
clergy, the burgesscs and the peasants. The last three of these were
collectively the “ unfree” commons (afrdlse).
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Valdemar Atterdag, suddenly changmg his ‘tactxes, seized

Skane in 1360 and Gotland shortly afterwards (see Chapter

vr). This did not prevent Magnus from resuming his
alhance with Valdemar, however, as- tha lords were again
proving a séiirce 6f anxiety, and the: marnage betwecen Hikon
and Margtret: was duly sole“amzed: ‘Just then. another

character made his appearance in’ SWCdLSh politics. Altrecht

of Mecklenburg, who was married to Magnus $ sister, had a
son, also called Albrecht; and in the autumn of 1363 Albrecht
the younger set off with shlps and troops to conquer Stock-
hoim. He was supported by the Swedish nobles, who hoped
to find in him a pliant ruler, and Magnus Ericsson was driven
out, His son Hakon was still ng of Norway, and he himself

retained western Sweden for a.time; but they were never
able to win back the whole of Sweue'z either with or without
the occasional support of Valdemar Atterdag The strong
north German influence which: colourcd Swedish economic
and cultural life' during the Foll.ung éra was thus extended
to the sphere of politics ; and the Vadstena monks were later
to write in their annals: ‘Then the bxrds of‘ prey alxghted on
the mountain-tops.” | :abis g

""And so the Folkung efa came to an end: In many ways it
forms a very gloomy chapter:in Swedish history. The first
half was characterized by violent mternal strife, and it con-
cluded in defeat:and hurmhauonh Ina_,the: middle of. the
fourteenth century, Sweden, like the rest of Europe, had been
scourged by the terrible Black Death, which was interpreted
by the mediaeval mind as a punishment from God. In foreign
affairs the country met with many setbacks,. Yet, in spite of
everything, the Swedish communities grew and flourished,
strenuously restoring that which had been destroyed by war
and pestilence. The areas of settlement and cultivation con-
tinued to spread; many new crofter-villagcs grew up in
Vistergdtland, Sméland, and other provinces, and cattle-
rearing prospered in these ncwly-settled areas. Intérnal
colonization had bcen begun both in Norrland and in the
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! “iwaste tracts in the interior of Finland. A diverse community

was developing, similar in many respects to that which
existed in continental Europe, and butter and metals were

.. exported in considerable quantities. The violent clashes
“between constltutxonal -and absolutist ideas were to have
,rcpercusszo*xs in the centuries to come. Yet at the same time,
o &nd despite German infiuence, a Swedish mediaeval culture
“had emerged and was destined to survive the Mecklenburg

rule. Few centuries have left behind them such magnificent
legacies as the fourteenth whlch saw the birth of the

: - Ghronicle of Erric, the greatest | Swedxsh medxaeval poem, and of

the national laws. Moreover, it was this century that pro-
duced Saint Birgitta, one of the most exceptional and

- fascinating personalities of Swedish history, who was herself
~a typical clnld of one of thc great famlhes of the Folkung

dynasty



