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Former -

counel
member
diesat 90

Fairchild servad on Hilton
Head Island's second-ever
council from 1985 to 1987

By MATT McNAB
mmcnab@islandpacket.com
843-706-8125

A former Hilton Head Island
councilman who served on the
island’s second-ever council died
Friday.

Bruce Fairchild
died at Hilton Head
Regional Medical
Center, five days after
his 90th birthday.

Three years af-
ter moving to the
Lowcountry, Fairch- Falrchild
ild joined the Hilton
Head town council, serving from
1985 to 1987. He was also a member
of the Beaufort County Transporta-
tion Committee from 1994 to 2004
— when he resigned to join the
committee tasked with selecting
construction projects for a sales tax
referendum included on the 2004
election ballot.

Born in Syracuse, N.Y., on Nov, 23,
1925, to the late Wallace and Ruth
Fairchild, he spent most of his life
in the Northeast before moving to
Hilton Head with his wife, Helen,
in 1982. The couple were married
from 1954 until Helen Fairchild's
deathin 2008,

Fairchild graduated from Phillips
Exeter Academy in New Hamp-
shire and the Wharton School of
Business at the University of Penn-
sylvania. He also served briefly in
the U.S. Army Air Corps around
the end of World War II, follow-
ing in the footsteps of his brother,
an accomplished fighter pilot in
the Pacific Theater, according to
Fairchild's son Todd,

Fairchild spent nearly the entirety
of his professional career in trust
bankingin the U.S. and overseas, He
worked for banks in Rochester, N'Y.,
and in Plantation, Fla,, after moving
there in the mid-1970s, Todd Fairch-
ild said.

The couple were on their way
back from a trip to the Northeast
when they decided to act on a
friend’s advice and take a detour
to Hilton Head. They visited and
quickly fell in love with the island,
making plans to relocate there,
Todd Fairchild said.

His father took a job with the
Bank of Boston, opening the trust
office for the Old Colony Trust Co,,
soon after his move,
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Bruce Fairchild

Bruce Falrchild, 80, passed
away on:11/27/2015. He be-
came a resident of Hilton
Head lsland in 1982, Ho was
bom in Syracuse, New York,
on November, 23, 1925, to the
late Wallace and Ruth Fair-
child, Tha family later movac
to Genava, New York, where
Bruce grew up. He graduat-
od from Phillips Exeter Acad-
sy and the Wharton School
of the University of Pennayi-
vania, and he was a member
of Alpha Sigma Phi Fratemni-
ty. He served bilefly in the
U.S. Atmy Air Corps near the
end of World War ll. He and
his wite Helen were married
in 1854 and she passed away
in 2008.

Bruce is survived by his
daughter Elizabeth Lowe and
her husband Gary Lowe of
Canton, Massachusetts, his
son Todd Fairchild and his
wife Mimi Fairchild of Seattle,
Washington, his daughter Ju-
liet Calvert and her husband
Floyd (Buddy) Caivert of
Sinton, Taxas, and three
grandchildren, Spenger
Lowae, Stuart Fairchild, and
Davis Falrchild.

During-his career Bruce
was employed in trust bank-
ing in the U.S. and overseas.
He was a member of First
Presbyterian Church, where
he formerly served as elder
and as treasurer. He was a
Rotarian and a member and
past chairman of the Greater
Island Gouncil. He served on
the sacond Hilton Head Is-
land Town Council from 1985
to 1987.

A memorial service will be
held at 2:00 p.m. Wednes-
day, December 2, 2015, at
First Prasbyterian Church
and immediately thereafter a
reception will be hosted by
the family at the church.

In lisu of flowers, gifts in
Bruce's memory may be
made to the Endowment
Fund of First Presbyterian
Church, 540 William Hilton
Pariway, Hiiton Head Island,
SC 25928,
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