By MICHAEL F. TROUCHE
#Courier Reporter:

In a ceremony 51 years ago at St.
Paul’s Ghurch on Coming Street, a
‘small’ group of Charlestonians com-
memorated the fascmahn; career of
‘fleeting ugwture to a dorgotten man
whose contmhuhons may be un-
matched in the'city’s history.

Stephen Elliott was, as stated on
‘the monument erected at his grave in
1938, a‘hotanist, banker, planter, leg-
Islator and teacher. But above all, he
was, ei man of msplrahon ‘whose prgoy-
gressive ideas improved the guah
- of life in Ghar]estggo and South Garo-
lina.

Elliott — whose great-grandfather
Thomas Elliott came to Charleston in
the 17th centm:g from Comwall,‘Eug
land — was born in Beaufort Countg
1771, His mother, Mary
‘was a granddaughter of Gen. ":I"osl:a

queror of the Indian tribe of that
name.

‘Stephen Elliott. Yet it was only a

'Fora Jack” Barnwell, famed con-
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Matncu]atmg at Yaleatage 16 ‘BEl-
liott graduated from that insitution

with high honers in 1791. Elliott was:

opposed to the idea of South Carolin-

fans having to travel to other states
for quality education, however, and.

‘his desire to reform the st.ates aca-
‘demic standards attracted him rfo a
pohtlcal career.

Elliott was elected in1794 as a rep-
resentative from St. Helena Pansh,
serving 14 years in the state house
'before being elected to the state sen-
‘ate.in 1808. He labored*ﬂtligently to
overcome tralhtmual ‘opposition to
public or free education, which was
labeled “foolishness” by the great
hﬁncm Maﬂorll‘ a;;la;e ‘as 1795. -

‘1811, the Le, turepassed e
‘Free School’ 'Act, establishing free ele-
meutary education in each of the

fairs was instrumental in his anthor-

state’s districts and pansh&. Elliott,
who introduced the bill, has since
been referred to as the father of the
lp;;l;hc school system in South Caro-

Elliott divided his fime among a

‘number of other pursuits in which' he

was an authority. During his years as
a Ieglslator ‘he was a successful
planter and an n accomplished botanist
on his estate in Beanfort, colleotmg
over 2,000 plant specimens that are
recorded in’his two-volume work “A
Sketch of the Botany of Georgxa and
South Carolina.”

Elhott’snknowloﬂge of |busmess af-

Fr

sh:p of ‘the bill for establishment of
thefBank of the State of. South Caro-
lina in 1812. In this piece of leglsla-
tion, Elliott sought to stabilize an
mﬂated stabe economy, by roetnot@g
the amonnt of available CUITEnCy.
The Bank of the State of South
Carolina opened offices at 19 Broad.
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Park E}LIioi;tl who served without sal-
ary as the museum’s curator until
1819, pamstakmgly catalogued and
arranged the museum’s displays, in-
cluding his own herbarium and ich-
tayological specimens.
His prominence as a scientist and
scholar helped bring donations of rare
-Bpecimens such as a collection of
South American birds and mammals
from the noted naturalist Falix T.

gethn rEllmtt, who
esf&ent by the
5] ﬁlre ‘to reside in Charles- -

Eerhvea until his death in

1813 ry and
Soclet;_r of, Suuth Caro-

came known as the Museum of-South .
Carolina, The current Char"lestou Mu-
senm, which grew out of the Chalmers
Street institution, dates its ‘origin 'to
the formation of the lerary Society's
muoseum in 1773.

‘Elliott’s prolonged efforts to up-
grade education in South Carolina
came to fruition in the establishment
of the Medical College of the State of

'betlca'lly and categoncal]y 'He was

Lnnth Paralina he tha Tiacinladous o L

and North over regional economic
termts -and in 1820 authnreo an elo

umes_of the Library Saciety alpha:



