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Islander killed
in Revolution
finally honored

By Jim Littlejohn
'~ Carolina Morning News

HILTON HEAD ISLAND — The
spirit of Revolutionary War militia-
man Charles Davant, the only Hilton
Head Islander killed in that conflict,
may rest easier following a ceremony
Wednesday at the Zion Chapel of
Ease Cemetery.

Attending the ceremony was Dr.
Charles Davant, a retired physician
from Blowing Rock, N.C,, who is a
part-time Hilton Head resident and a
direct descendant of the man com-
memorated.

Davant and his wife unveiled the
bronze plaque that marks his ances-
tor’s grave.

The Zion Chapel of Ease Cen_'le-

tery is located at the intersection of

Folly Field Road_and the William
Hilton Parkway on Hilton Head Is-
land.

Dr. Robert E.H. Peeples, who for
years has headed the Hilton Head
Historical Society and js president of
the local Sons of the American Revo-
lution, led the ceremony.

. He opened with a brief descrip-
tion of how Pvt. Davant died Oct. 22,
1781, at the hands of Capt. Philip
Martinangel of nearby Daufuskie

. Island.

Peeples said that only days earli-
er a band of Tory soldiers, led by a
member of the Martinangel family,
had visited Hilton Head during the
day and burned several plantations
along Skull Creek.

“The patriot militia, anxious to
prevent a similar occurrence, began
regular patrols, and it was from
such a patrol that Pvt. Davant was
returning on the evening of Oct. 22."
Peeples said.

When the militia reached the gate
approximately where the Children’s
Center now stands, Martinangel
stepped from his hiding spet in
bushes and shot Davant in the chest,
Peeples said. The wounded man was
able to ride tc nis plantation, a mile
away, before he died. But that time
allowed him to name is assailant be-
fore he died, Peeples added.

Within a month, a group of Island
patriots,- sometimes- referred to as
“The Bloody Legion,”” raided Dau-
fuskie and executed Martinangel,
Peeples said.

The plaque was designed and its
installation directed by Austin
Thoman, chairman of the group’s
Revolutionary War Graves commit-
tee. Islander Kyle Mulligan created
the monument. '

Participating in the unveiling
was the color guard from the U.S.
Navy Junior ROTC unit at Hilton
Head High School, Hilton Head May-
or Tom Peeples and Chris Pendle-
ton, head of the Museum of Hilton
Head Island.
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Pubhc invited to ceremonies

The public is invited to attend unveiling and dedication
ceremonies of a bronze historical marker at the Zion
Chapel of Ease Cemetery at 3:30 p.m. today.

'The plaque will be placed at the burial site of
Revolutionary War martyr, Pvt. Charles Davant (1750-
1781) in the cemetery at the corner of William Hilton
Parkway and Folly Field Road.

Mayor Tom Peeples will speak before unveiling the
- bronze memorial by islander Kyle Mulligan. Austin
Thoman has directed the installation for the Dr. George
Mosse Chapter, South Carolina Society of Sons of the
American Revolution.

Dr. Charles Davant of Blowing Rock, N.C., and Palmetto
Dunes will unveil the memorial, a tribute to his great-
great-great-great-great grandfather who was killed at Big
Gate, present intersection of Mathews Drive and
Marshland Road, on Oct. 22, 1781. He was returning to

- his Two Oaks Plantation home following patrol duty with
the local militia. A wreath created by Nadine Karose,
president of Avid Gardeners, will be presented. Chris
Pendleton, director of the Museum of Hilton Head Island,
will speak, and the Jr. Naval ROTC Color Guard from
Hilton Head High School will post the colors.
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SAR to recognize

Revolution hero

The antebellum Zion Chapel-oi-
Ease Cemetery, which sits at the
corner of William Hilton Parkway
and Folly Field Road, will be the site
Wednesday of a special ceremony
honoring Hilton Head Island’s lone
Revolutionary War martyr.

The Sons of the American Revo-
lution will unveil and dedicate’ a
bronze historical plaque at 3:30 p.m.
Hilton Head Mayor Tom Peeples
will speak, following an introduction
by the Rev. Robert Peeples, presi-
dent of the George Mosse chapter of
the SAR.

The plaque was designed and its
installation directed by Austin
Thom an.chairman of the group’s
Revolutionary War Graves commit-
tee. The plaque was executed by Is-
lander Kyie Mulligan. Dr. and Mrs.
Charles Davant of Blowing Rock,
N.C. will unveil the memorial.

The Davant being honored was
shot by a Tory raider from Daufus-
kie in December, 1781.



ByJIMLlTI'LEJOHN 'x-' 's
Assistant Editor ol

Charles Davant was Hllf.on Head
Island's only military casualty of the
Revolutionary War, and the local
Sons of the American Revolution
want to commemorate that facl.

Davant ' was attacked and shot
Oct. 22, 1781, while patrolling Hillon

trad Island against possxble British

"\ Tory raids.

Ironically, this was three days af-

¢ British Gen, Lord Cornwallis had

srrendered to Gen. George Wash-

ngton at Yorktown, effectively end:

ing hostilities in the war for Ameri-
can independence.

The Hilton Head Island chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion plan to request that Hilton Head
Island Mayor Tom Peeples desig-
nate Oct. 22, 1996, the 215th anniver-
sary of Davant's death as “Charles
Davant Day,” said group spokes-
man Austin J. Thoman . Another
element of the commemoration
might include a re-enactment of Da-
vant's ambush, he added.

Six months before the October
ambush of Davant, Hilton Head his-
torian Robert E.H. Peeples relates,
John Leaycraft and a group of pa-
triot soldiers captured and executed
Daufuskie Tory leader Capt. Rich-

ard *“Tory Dick” Pendarvis and Lt. (R : s AR
_Austin Thoman of the Sons of the American Revolution visits the Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery

William Patterson. 3
It took Daufuskie Loyalists sever-
al months to plan a retaliation, but
in mid-October the Daufuskie Royal
Militia raided Hilton Head Island
and burnied every residence there
along along Skull Creek. . -
1t was to prevent a recuirence of
this type of raid that had Davant and
other .islanders patrolling .the
marshes and waters on the Daufus-
kie side on Oct. 22, the night of the
ambush that killed Davant.
The South Carolina Society of the
*Sons of the American Revolution, as
well as the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution and the Hiiton Head
Historical Seclety, are all involved
in gaining ‘further recognition for
Davant, a private in the South Caro-
lina militia and a planter on Hllton
Head. -
The combined groups have or-
dered a 12- by 24-inch bronze marker
detailing Davant's dates of birth and -
death and the circumstances of his’,

tion -remembered __

g The Hillon Heed News, Wednesday, January 31, ‘1996

where Charles Davant, an Islander killed at the end of the war, is buried. Photo by Joseph Homer

Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery, lo-
cated at the intersections of Math-
ews Drive, Folly Field Road and

-U.S. 278, - sometime in February.

Thoman said. *

Other improvements are in the
offing, he said. The 200-year-old
cemetery, especially the wrought-
iron fence around the Kirk-Baldwin
plot, is'ln “'a terrible state of disre-
pair,’ he said.

The local SAR chapter received a
$5,000 grant in October from the Hil-
ton Head Foundation to begin the
first phase of. repair. More money is
needed to complete the project, esti-
mated to cost $17,000, Thoman said.

- The area Sons of the American
Revolution chapter also is inlerested
in finding out more about the so- -
called ““Bloody Legion,” a group of

ambush. : They plan to erect the “Davant’s fellow mililiamen who, a
marker on Davem‘.'s grave in the few weeks a!ler the amhush raided James Allen, Isaac Baldwin, Lewis

nearby Daufuskie Island and killed
both Phillip and  Abraham
Martinangele. Davant had identified

them as his killers before he died, :

Thoman explained.

The members of the grnup who
raided Daufuskie were identified in
a Charleston newspaper of the peri-
od as being "a band of banditti."

glon assault in “A History of Dau-
{iuskle Istand and Melrose Planta-
on n

“AL Chnstmes 1781 lhe Bloody

Legion crossed to Daufuskie in =~

strength. Pvt. Israel Andrews killed
Capt. Philip Martinangele. Philip’s
brother Abraham was killed in his
bed while holding his infant daugh-
ter,’* Peeples wrote.

'l'he raiders included Leaycraft

_as commander, Israel Andrews, .

Bono, Juhn Bull, William Chiswell ,
James Davant, Isaac Davids, James
Erving, John Erving, John Fendon,
Charles Floyd, Nathaniel Gamball ,

.Patrick McMullen, John Monglr
“8r., “John Mongin Jr., Christian

Rankin, Meredith Rich, Thomas
Roberts, David Ross, Daniel Sav

_age, and William Scott.
Peeples described the Bloody Le- -

Thoman said that other than Da-
vant's brother, James Davant, and
Isaac Baldwin, little is known of the
other members of the Bloody Le-
gion.

- *We would like theu‘ descendanls
to give us any information avail-
able,”” Thoman said. “We believe
that an appropriate marker or
plaque of the Bloody Legion Roll of
Honor should be erecled either on
Daufuskie Island or near the site o!
the former Militia Muster H or.

“Hilton Head.” == -+ .. 4
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Revolutionary soldiers honored

Dr. Robert E.H. Peéples, president of the Dr.-George Moése Chapter, South Carolina Society of

the Sons of the American Revolution, unveiled bronze markers Wednesday at the graves of Revo-
lutionary War soldiers and prominent island planters James Davant and Isaac Baldwin at the Zion

Chapel-of-Ease Cemetery on Hilton Head Isiand. Members of the Naval Junior Reserve Officers
| Training Corps from Hilton Head High, under Lt. Brian Higgins, presented the colors.




Historical marker

to be unveiled

To The Packet:

Thank you for the recent photo-
graph of the installation of the memor-
ial bronze marker at the grave of
Revolutionary War soldier Isaac
Baldwin (1752-1826) in Zion Chapel-of-
Ease Cemetery.

Credit for documenting, ordering

and bringing into reality this hand-
some marker and that for
Revolutionary War soldier . James
Davant (1744-1803) ‘is due Compatriot
Austin Tho mar- chdirman of the
Révolutionary War Graves Committee
of Dr. George Mosse Chgpter Sons of
the American Revolution, '

- 'The public is invited to attend the
‘formal unveiling ceremonies for both
of the beautiful and distinctive mark-
ers at 3 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 4, in the
Zion Chapel-of-Ease Cemetery,
Mathews Drive at William Hilton
Parkway, Descendants of the Baldwin
and Davant families are especially
invited as guests of honor.

The Naval Junior ROTC Color
Guard of Hilton Head High- Schoo],
under the direction of Cmdr. Steve J.
Tutunjan, USN, will participate.

Brief accounts of each of these
Revolutionary War soldiers, both
island planters, will be given.

Robert E. H. Peeples, president

- Dr. George Mosse Chapter.
South Carolina Society.
Sons of the American Revolunon

. Tuesday, October: 3,

1995 -}




(Ty)
(o))
9
8
3
5
0
v
=
5

.

b

€

GRAVE UNDERTAKING

-The Island Packet |

Brian LaPeter/The Island Packet

Kyle Mulligan puts the fin
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The Hilton Head News, Wednesday, October 4, 1905

L ‘e .

Revolutionary .
soldiers honored

Bronze markers will be unveiled
at the graves of Revolutionary War
soldiers James Davant (1744-1803)
and Isaac Baldwin (1752-1826) on
Wednesday, Oct. 4, at 3 p.m. at Zion

-.Chapel-of-Ease Cemetery on Wil-
liam Hilton Parkway at Mathews
Drive, Hilton Head Island.

The Dr. George Mosse Chapter,
S.C. Society, Sons of the American
Revolution, celebrating the chap-
ter's 11th anniversary, will conduct

‘the ceremonies.

The public is invited. Brief ac-
counts of the Revolutionary War sol-
diers, both prominent island plant-
ers, will be given.
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DR. GEORGE MOSSE CHAFTER
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA
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January 10, 1596

Dear Fellow Citizens:

Our lacal Dr. George Mosse Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution has
been engaged, during the past year, in marking two Revolutionary War Veterans' graves
on Hilton Head at the Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery at the intersection of Mathews
Drive-Folly Field Road and Highway 278.

The graves of two other Revolutionary Veterans there, namely John "Capt, Jack"
Stoney (1749-1821), had previously been marked May 14, 1959, and Charles Davant
(1750-1781), Pvt. S.C. Militia, was marked in February 1936 by the local William
Hilton Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.

On November 4, 1995, our local SAR dedicated 2 Revolutionary War marker for
Isaac Baldwin (1752-1826), Lt. S.C. Militia, and James Davant (1744-1863), Pvt. S.C,
Milita,

However, the 200-year-old Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery, especially the wrought
iron fence around the Kirk-Baldwin plot, is in a terrible state of disrepair and our local
SAR Chapter was given a $5,000 grant by the Hilton Head Foundation to begin the first
phase of repair and restoration which is presently underway. But, we are in need of
additional funds to complete the project.

Tn 1973, the Hilton Head Historical Society and the 8.C. Highway Department
erected a Historical Marker at the Mathews Drive-Folly Field-278 Highway intersection
that describes how Pvi. Charles Davant, returning from a Patriot S.C. Militia Patrol, was
ambushed by Capt.Martinangels Roysl Milida from Daufuskie Island and” mortally
wounded. He managed to mount and ride his horse to his nearby home, Two Oaks,
where he died. Mrs. Margaret Greer, in her Hilton Head history - Sands of Time -
describes how the S.C. Militia Muster House and the Masonic Lodge wers located
adjacent to the Zion Chapel of Ease, wnere the present cemetery is located. Although
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Page 2

the chapel was established in 1767, there is no record of burials in the cemetery before
1795, ;.

However, the December 1781 date on the marker is incorrect and the Davant-
Bland Family Bible records Charles Davant's death date as October 22, 1781. This date
is also confirmed in Dr. Charles Davant, Jr.'s 1986 SAR application in our Dr, George
Mosse SAR Chapter.

As best we can determine, Pvt. Charles Davant was the onty S.C, Militia soldier
killed in action on Hilton Head during the Revolutionary War.

However, the S.C. and America General Gazette of Charleston SC, on January
30, 1782, reported "that about Christmas last [1781[ a gang of bandetti from Hiltonhead
Commanded by John Leacratt  who ‘stile’ themselves as the Bloody Legion, came to
Daurusky Isiand where Capt. Martinangel of the Royal Militia was lying sick and whilst
two of them held his wife -- another named Israel Andrews shot him dead.”

The following is a list of the gang -- Bloody Legion Roll of Honor - which has
been placed in alphabetical order.

1. John Leacraft - - Commander 13,  Charles Floyd

2. Israel Andrews 14.  Nathaniel Gamball
3. James Allen 15.  Patrick McMullen
4, Isaac Galdwin (Bolder) 16.  John Mongin, Sr.
5. Lewis Bono 17.  John Mongin, Ir.
6. John Buil 18.  Christian Rankin
7. Wm. Chiswell 19,  Meredith Rich

8. James Davant 20. Thomas Roberts
9. Isaac Davids 21. David Ross

10, James Erving 22,  Daniel Savage

11.  John Erving 23.  'Wm. Scott

12.  John Fendon

That is how Captain Leacraft’s Bloody Legion avenged Charles Davant’s death.
Since Pvt, Charles Davant sacrificed his life in the cause of freedom and independence,
we believe that his grave site should be given additional recognition, and we have a 12
inch X 24 inch bronze marker on order with his name, dates of birth and death, and the
circumstances of his ambush as described on the Highway marker, but a corrected date
of death, October 22, 1781, '

Although Hilton Head did not know it at the time, three days earlier, October 19,
1781, Cornwallis, had surrendered his British forces to General George Washington at
Yorktown.
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We also plan to request the Mayor of Hilton Head to designate Qctober 22, 1996
the 215th anniversary of his death, as Charles Davant Day on Hilton Head.

However, except for Charles Davant’s brother, James, and Isaac Baldwin, we do
not know anything about the rest of the Bloody Legion members and would like their
descendants to give us any information available. We believe that an appropriate marker
or plaque of the Bloody Legion Roll of Honor should be erected either on Daufuskie
Island or near the site of the former Militia Muster House on Hilton Head.

Your assistance will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Austin J, Fhoman

Chairman

Revolutionary Graves Committee
20 China Cockle Lane

Hilton Head, SC 26926
AJIT/mbe .
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DR GEORGE MOSSE CHAPTER
" HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SQUTH CAROLINA

December 9, 1995

Dear

| am sending a copy

of a proposed 12x24" Bronze Grave Marker our local Dr. George Mosse,
SAR Chapter, recently approved for installation on the Revolutionary grave
of Patriot Charles Davant - the only known Revolutionary S.C. Militia Patriot
killed in action. By that time we hope to have our ongoing repairs to the
wrought iron fence around the Kirk-Baldwin Cemetery Piot and the Baynard

. Masoleum completed at the Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery on Hwy. 278 and

Mathews ‘Drive.

We also wish to publicly thank The Hilton Head Foundation for their
grant of $5,000.00 towards our $17,000 renovation and repairs to this 200
year old cemetery and also to the many private donations already received
but considerable more is needed to complete this project. Any publicity and
assistance will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

i

Austin J. Ti"lleman
Chairman, Revolutionary Graves Committee

20 China Cockle Lane
Hilton Head SC 29926
Phone (803) 681-69689



DR. GEORGE MOSSE CHAPTER
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA

SAR
SEAL

CHARLES DAVANT

PVT. S.C. MILITIA
1750-1781

On 22 October 1781, returning from a patrol with the Patriot Militia,
Charles Davant was mortally wounded from ambush near here by Captain
Martinangel’s Royal Militia from Daufuskie Island. He managed to ride
his horse to his nearby plantation, Two Oaks, where he died. Captain John

Leacraft’s Bloody Legion avenged his death.

MR AUSTIN THOMAN
20 CHINA COCKLE LN
HILTON HEAD ISLAND SC 29926-1908
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Applicant Name:

Address:

Telephone:
Executive Director:
Contact Person:

Purpose of Funds:

Amount Requested:

Total Program/
Project Budget:

Total Organizational
Budget (Current Year):

Proposed Time Frame
for Grant:

Geographic Area Served:

Population Served:

1. COVER SHEET
[Date of Applicaticn]
Dr. George Mosse Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution
8 Moon Shell Road
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928
803/783-3967
Reverend Dr. Robert E. H. Peeples, President
Austin J. Thoman,- Chairman, Revolutionary Graves Commiites
To restore and maintain the 200-year-old Zion Chapel of Ease

Cemetery located at the intersection of William Hilton
Parkway/Highway #278, Mathews Drive and Folly Field Road

$500.00

Hilton Head Istand, Beaufort and Jasper Countes, South Carolina

Reverend Dr. Robert E. H. Peeples [Date]

P



II. GRANT APPLICATION

( A. Background

The George Mosse Chapter of the SAR was chartered in October 1984 with thirty-five
(35) charter members as of October 10, 1584. '

Since that date, we, along with other SAR members, have sought to promote American
patriotism, love and respect for our country, and good citizenship.

In addition to our President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, Registrar, Chaplain
and Historian, we have Chairmen of the following committees:

Revolutionary War Graves

Lizison with Other Veterans Organizations
Awards and Medals

Liaison with Local ROTC

Liaison with Boy Scouts

Patriotic Education and Public Relations

o B D

One of our continuing programs over the past ten (10) years has been the annual Fourth
of July pilgrimage to the grave site of one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence,
Thomas Heyward, Jr., nearby at the Old House Plantation Cemetery with prominent speakers
such as Fran Smith, Editor of the Island Packer and a Heyward descendant.

We have had Dr. Barbara Nielson, South Carolina Superintendent of Schools, address
our group with local publicity to foster improvement and support of our public schools. Retired
General William Westmoreland addressed our South Carolina State SAR Conventon on Hilton
Head.

In addition, we have recognized and honored local Judge Rita Simmons with the SAR
Law Enforcement Medal for her outstanding service.

We have identified four (4) Revolutionary Veterans' graves on Hilton Head. Two of
these graves, namely those of Captain John Stoney and Charles Davant, have been marked as
Revolutionary Veterans, but the remaining two graves have not.

Orne of the grave stones, that of Veteran Isaac Baldwin, has been broken and paris are
missing, including some of his last name. We have reported this incident to the Beaufort County
Sheriff's Department and have filed a request with the Veterans Administration for a suitable
replacement marker showing Isaac Baldwin's Revolutionary service. We have also requested
the Kennedy Memorial Company of Meter, Georgia to reset and repair, as best possibie, the
broken stone of Isaac Baldwin and his daughter Sarah’s broken stone, Jocated next to his, as well
as another broken small stone nearby. -

We are also planning to place 2 suitable marker on Veteran James Davant’s grave
showing his Revolutionary service.



B. Funding Request

We have been concentrating our efforts on two (2) of the important Revolutionary sites
in the immediate area, namely the grave site of signer of the Declaration of Independence,
Thomas Heyward, Jr., and the Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery that contains the grave sites of
four (4) Revolutionary Veterans.

However, this cemetery also contains the Baynard Mausoleum that is believed to be the
oldest intact building on Hilton Head Island.

Zion Chapel of Ease was established May 23, 1767, but was destroyed by the year 1868.
The oldest grave in the cemetery marked by a stone is that of Lydia Page Davant, first wife of
Revolutionary Veteran, James Davant, who died April 20, 1795. However, there were probably
earlier burials not marked by existing grave stones.

This 200-year-old cemetery now under the custodianship of the Hilton Head Historical
Society has had a minimum amount of care in recent years with the result that age and vandalism
have taken their toll. The twenty-five foot by fifty foot wrought iron fence around the Kirk-
Baldwin plot, containing the grave of Revolutionary Veteran Isaac Baldwin, is in a sad state of
disrepair. Commer posts are broken or missing; sections of wrought iron fence and gafes are
broken and have fallen to the ground and are now chained to a e to deter their being stolen.

There appears to be enough wrought iron fencing left to restore the fence on three sides,
clean * and paint it, and erect a Jow concrete block wall covered with coquina on the fourth
side with an entrance opening. '

Next to the Revolutionary grave sites of John Stoney and the Davants is the Baynard
Mausoleum where the twenty-eight foot by thirty foot wrought iron fence is in disrepair and
rusted from its former mountings This fence needs to be securely fastened,
cleaned and painted to prevent further deterioration.  Also, the plywood covering over the
mausoleurn door opening replacing the missing former marble doors nesds repairs and covering
with a thin sheet of copper to preserve it and improve the appearance.

There are other minor repairs necessary such as broken concrete rails on the fence at the
entrance to the cemetery.

A continuing problem is the maintenance of the numerous live oak and other tress on this
two-and-one-half acre cemetery plot as well as grass and weed cuttng and clearing.

Once funding is available, the fence repair and painting could be completed in four to
six (4-6) weeks. The Town of Hilton Head has stated that no building permit will be required
for the proposed fence and other repairs.

This proposal has been coordinated with The Hilton Head Historical Socfety and the
Daughters of the American Revolution.
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DR GEORGE MOSSE CHAPTER
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA

November 15, 1995

Dr. George Mosse Chapter, SAR
Capt. William Hilton Chapter, DAR
Hilton Head Historical Society
Hilton Head Genealogical Society

Dear Members and Friends of Historic Preservation,

The local Dr. George Mosse Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution, recently dedicated Revolutionary Veteran markers for
Isaac Baldwin and James Davant at their grave sites in the Zion
(Chapel of Ease Cemetery, intersection of William Hilton Parkway
and Mathews Drive on Hilton Head Island.

Unfortunately, the 200 year old cemetery, especially the
wrought iron fence around the Kirk-Baldwin plot, is in a sad
state of disrepair, some sections of the fence fallen to the
ground and others chained to a tree to prevent their loss.

An est1mate in hand indicates that it will cost approxi-
mately $14,000 to restore the wrought iron fences and complete
other necessary repairs at the cemetery.

A grant of $5000 has been approved by the Hilton Head
Foundation for the first phase of repairs to the wrought iron
fence around the Kirk-Baldwin plot. We are pleased to be able to
begin the restoration and repairs, but are in need of additional
funds to complete the project.

We therefore appeal to your generosity in contributing to
this effort to preserve a piece of the past as a worthy memorial
to those from this area who gave their lives in the interest of
freedom. We hope you will want to send a contribution to
Lawrence ©O. Shingleton, Secretary-Treasurer, Dr. George Mosse
Chapter, SAR, at 38 Twin Pines Road, Hilton Head Island, SC
29928.

we thank you very much.

Qw, TDu,ﬂa’.:&i c. H-/‘?i 3 \‘.ﬁf‘% +
T

Reverend Dr. Robert E. H. Peeples, President ' Austin J, Thoman,- Chairman.
Revolutionary Graves Committes KQ]
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Sioney-Baynard Ruins

A HISTORY OF
HILTON HEAD ISLAND

BY MARGARET GREER




Hilron Head Island was a targer for foraging and raiding Britsh aided by planters
from Daufuskie Island.

Charleston fell to the Bricish in 1780. Lieutenant John Talbird, whose home
was on Skull Creek, was caprured at that time. The Revoludonary War condnued
for weeks on Hilron Head and Daufuskie afrer Cornwallis’ surrender ac Yorktown
on October 19, 1781. On the day of the surrender, Mary Ann Talbird (the cap-
tured Johrts wife) looked out toward Skull Creek to see a landing party of Bridish
soldiers led by Isaac Mardnangele of Daufuskie. Now, Isaac’s wife was Mary Ann
Talbird’s sister, and for this reason Isaac Martnangele ordered the soldiers o
remove all the house furnishings and place them beneath a large oak tree before
burning the Talbird residence to the ground and departing for more undefended
sites. Later thar day terrified arendants, with eyes glancing back toward the creek,
awaired Mrs. Talbird as she gave birth to a son whom she named Henry, buz,
because of the historic day on which he was born, was known throughour his
life as “Yorkrown Henry? *

More than a century later, in 1888, anocher Henry Talbird, a member of the
clergy, wrote of an oak which stands today and is known as the Talbird oak.
Perhaps it was the same oak which sheltered the possessions of Mary Ann Talbird.
The Reverend Talbird wrote from his residence in Florida, “The wee used to be
my playground in my boyhood”

The Revolutionary War was not over on Hilton Head. A few nights after the
Talbird torching, word came that another raid was planned, and planradion
owners saddled cheir horses to thwart the landing party from Daufuskie. Their
effort was fudle. Just before dawn Hilton Head planters Charles Davant and John
Andrews, riding ahead of the others, saw movernenc among the broad oaks near
the crossroads now called Folly Field and William Hilton Parkway. A shor rang
out from the shadows. Charles Davant slumped in his saddle. Andrews galloped
back to the others, and Davants horse, wich his wounded master, raced for home
where Davanr died after he gasped the name of Martinangele as his assailant.
Revenge was not long in coming. A band of men who called themselves the
Bloody Legion raided and plundered the residences on Daufuskie Island and ex-
ecuted Martinangele, the Tory. .

The two Revolutionary War events cited above are the most written about con-
cerning Hilcon Head Lsland; however, it should be noted that, during the Wr,

24
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the British burned every plantation house on Skull Creek and carried off any
captured slaves to be sold in the West Indies. Two signers of the Declaradon of
Independence fought side by side on Port Royal Island to rouc the Brdsh in 1779,
one of thern being Charles Cortesworth Pinckney who had inherited Pinckney
Island in 1758.

Savannah fell in 1778 because a plucky Brirish colonel found a secret but
swampy passage around the defenders and artacked the city from the waterways.
In almost a rehearsal for Sherman's march to the sea 100 years later, Britsh
General Augustine Prevost and his 6,000 Redcoats were joined by runaway slaves
and a few Indians, plundering and burning unguarded plantations up 35 miles
Jland from Hilton Head. Ar Coosawhatchie’s Tullifinny River bridge, Lieutenant
John Laurens, with only 100 volunteers, made a stand against the overwhelm-
ing British forces. When Laurens received support from General Benjamin
Lincoln, the British were eventually driven back roward Savannah. During the
seesaw bartle many more slaves were caprured by the Redcoars, cruelly teated
and either left to die of disease or become slaves once again in the West Indies.

; ' SDUTI_I'-I.-..- ' : CAﬁnuNn ooy
REVOLUTIONARY WAR
; AMBUSH

In December i78L. returning from

a patrol with the Patriot Militia,

Charles Davant was mortzally
wounded i‘::c_nn amhnsh near here

s Royal
Island. He

nearby plamtation, Two Oaks, w
he died. Captain John Leacraft’s -
quady Legiun E@nged_. his death. -
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The Talbird home ac the
north end of the island was torched
in 1781. '

As bartles raged from Massa-
chusztes to Virginia, residents of
Hilton Head Island (Whig) and
Daufuskie (Tory) waged their own
war, Charles Davant, a prominent
island planter and patriot, was
killed in ambush by a Daufuskie
Tory. Led by John Leacraft, a group
of 25 island patriots banded
together to avenge the Davant
murder. Calling themselves the
“Bloody Legion,” the patriots
crossed Calibogue Sound to
Daufuskie, plundered Tory homes,
and killed the man accused of
Davant's murder. Today, an his-
torical marker at the intersection
of Highwas 278 and the Industrial
Park Road on Hilton Head Island
marks the site of the ambush killing
of Charles Davant. He lies buried in
Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery.

History repeated itself when,
in 1813, British soldiers returned
to Hilton Head to plunder and burn
plantation homes.

The storied past of Zion Chapel
of Ease is of interest to even the
most casual history scholar.
Established as a chape!l of St.
Luke’s Parish in 1767, built of
wood around 1786, and conse-
crated in 1833,
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR -

In December 1781, returning from

a patrol with the Patriot Militia, -}
Charles Davant was mortally ..
wounded from ambush near here .-

by Captain

s -
. Militia from Danfuskie Island. He =
managed to ride his horse to his®
nearby plantation, Two Oaks, where:-
he died. Captain John Leacrafts -

Bloody Legion aven
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Name & Address
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National number. .. 137263, ...
State number... . 1934..... ..
..Dr, Gegrge Mosse . . ........ ....... Chapter, the .. Squth. Caralind.............. State Sociely
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
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Letter by Cousin Johnny Davant

"
It is so many years since I left gilton Head Island and my mind has been
so rfully occupied in other matters as to have driven from my recollection many
of the traditions connected with the period to which you refer. It occurs &9
me that your grandfather was a sterm. uncompromising hater of Toryism in all
i+s forms. On one occasion I asked him to explain to me the ground of his de-
cided and strong feeling on the subject. We were seated at the time on the front
piazza of his residence. Pointing in the direction of the "Two Oaks" he said in
substance, "When I was a small boy I heard a number of guns fired in that direction.
While inguiring with mysell the meaning, I saw my father riding at the full speed
of his horse as if unable to restrain him, but coming towards the house. On
arriving he fell from the horse wounded to death. Tories had waylaid him at the
wrwo Oz2ks". In any case they were too many For him to contend with but even as it
was they assassinated from an ambush. In one respect of his character uyour grand-—
father was a stern man, in another his feeling was of almost womanly tenderness.
with guivering lips and tearful eye he pointed to 2 spot in the vard and said "He
fell there, and lived only long enough to toll how he had been shot, and to name
two of his murderers." And standing over his dead body I, as a boy. vowed that I
would kill those men if I lived to be a man. Happily for me they poth died whilse
T was & child. But the feeling of the moment have grown with my growth and
strangthened with my strength and I hate treachery ané toryism in all its forms.
This is a subject which always harrows my feelings and unmans me. I co not like
to speak of it. - Henry be true to your God, your friend, and your country” and
the stern old man put his hands to his face and wept. I could by sympathize in
his desp emotion and an impression was mads on me that is almost as fresi now 25
when it was first stamped on my youtiaful soul." This letter was written Zrom Starke,
Florida June 2, 1885.

This is part of a letter, written to Cousin Lou Crawley by Cousin Johnny pDavant,
manu years ago, sent me by Cousin virginia Crawley, about 1930, who adds that it
is what Dr. Henry Talbird told Cousin Johnny about his grandfather's account of
his father's death. (That is, Charles Davant's account of the akbove Revoluticnary
Charles Davant.) Hardin Davant Hanahan.
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Hardin Davant Hanahan



Charles Davant

The Island of Hilton Head is nearly cut in half by two creeks penetrating
from opposite points, towards the center, leaving but a narrow strip of land
connecting the extremes. Upon this spot is located the Episocopal Church. This
Island was remarkable during the Revolutionary War for the staunchness of its
Whig inhabitants as was the neighbouring Island of Dawfusky, notorious as the strong-
hold of the Tories. Freguent incursions were made upon the territory oif each other.
A party of Whigs went to that portion of Hilton Head next to Dawfusky, having some
incimation that a visit might be expected from their neighbours, they were preparsd
to give them a warm reception; but seeing no hostile movement from the opposite
shors, they concluded their informztion was incorrsct, they therefor disbanded and
returned in small parties to their respective homes. In the meantime, the Tories,
under their leader, Martinangel (with a number of British soldiers) had crossed
over to Hilton Head unpercsived, ascended one of the creeks to the center of the
Island, and here having ascertained that a body of Whigs had gone to meet them at
the other end of the Island, they placed themselves In ambush to await their return.
Charlas Davant and John Andress had seperated themselves from the rest of their
parcy, aftsr passing the spot where the Church now stands, a few hundred yards,
they were fired upon by the Tories. Davant, who was a good and true Whig, fell dead,
pierced by several balls. Andress more fortunate, escaped untouched - two large oak
trees are pointed to as the spot upon which bavant fell. Davant left an only son,
or believe, who continued to reside on Hilton Head until within a few vears, he has
a number of descendants. The present estimable and highly respected Commissioner
of this District is 2 grandson of the Reveclutionary Whig. G.P. Elliott, Blurriton, 5.C.

An article taken from THE MAGNOLIA or SOUTHERN APPALACHTIAN, a literary macazine and
monthly review. P.C. Pendleton and Burges and James, Publishers and Propristors,
143 Meeting Street, Charleston, §.C. 1843 Volume II. (Copy sent me by Cousin Louisa
Crawley, about 1930. I have also rezad it in the magazine.) Hardin Davant Hanahan.
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. Isaac Davant b. ca 1743 m. Tabitha Williams. Two items only:

St. Helena’s Register records the baptism of Isaak, son of Isaak and Tabitha
Devant of Hilton Head Nov. 19, 1772 born May 18, 1772.
The Book of the Court of Ordinary, Chas. S. C. Pro. Ct. 1771-73. Dedimus

to Andrew Aggnew to qualify William Furreau of St. Helena's Parish to

administer on Estate of Isaac Devant late of said parish, 18 June 1772.

James Davant b, Edisto Island, Sept 9, 1744 d. Savannah, Ga. Jan. 13, 1803
married Jan. 30, 1769 Lydia Page b. Jan. 12, 1731 d. Apr. 20. 1795; m. 2nd
Elizabeth White, widow of Charles White Mar. 19, 1797 Savannah, Ga. who
d. Savannah ca 1821. See Appendix IV.

*Mary Davant b. ca 1748 on Edisto Island. The Register of St. Helena’s Parish

records:
Thomas Tailler of Lady Island married Mary Devant 26 Apl. 1764 by the
Rev. Teal. - :
The children of Thomas Taylor and Mary his wife were baptized by the Rev.
Mr. Lewes at a private service in Upper Indian Lands 5 Apl. 1785. They
were:
John Taylor b. Apl. 21, 1768; Thomas Taylor b. Feb. 19, 1770; William
Taylor b. 28 Feb. 1780 and Robert Devant Taylor b. 20 Jan. 1785. No
further information.
Charles Davant b. Edisto Island ca 1750 d. Hilton Head Island Dec. 1781 m.
ca June 1776 Elizabeth (Fendin) Bland, widow of Richard Bland b. Oct. 28,
1751. She m. 3rd Christian (?) Rankin. Ses Appendix V.

John (1) John (2) James Davant b. Sept. 9, 1744 d. Jan. 13, 1803 m. Jan. 30,
1769 Lyvdia Page. He appears to have had no children by his second wife. James
and Lydia Davant are buried at Zion Chapel of Ease on Hilton Head Island.
Their children were:

1.
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John b. May 14, 1770 d. Oct. 13, 1770.

James b. Aug. 9, 1771 d. Sept. 13, 1772,

Mary b. Oct. 23, 1773 m. May 14, 1790 James B. Sealy m. 2nd Mr.
Kicklighter. She d. July 1806.

Elizabeth b. Dec. 31, 1773 d. Dec. 26, 1808 m. Samnue! Fickling

5. Johnb.May4,1778 d. Jan. 6, 1822 m. Martha Cadmon 3ept. 4, 18 —she was

b. June 1, 1781 d. June 6, 1818. They had a son Robert b. Hilton Head Is.
July 18, 1805 d. Oct. 20, 1808. Stones to mother and son at Zion Chapel of
Ease.

Lydia b. Mar. 27, 1780 d. Sept. 30, 1824 m. Thomas Webb b. Nov. 24, 1769
d. Feb. 24, 1816.

James b. Feb. 14, 1783 d. Sept. 4, 1859. m. 3 times.

Rebecca b. Jan. 2, 1793 d. Sept. 4, 1859 m. the Rev. Philip Mathews.
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This also came from Allison Davant, and I don’t know who now owns this
Bible. It is a poor photostat of the records in James Davant’s Bible.

Births: James Davant sen’r was born Sep'r 9th 1744; Lydia Page born Jan'y
12th 1751; John Davant, son of the above James & Lydia was born May 14,
1770; James Davant born Aug. 9th 1771; Mary Davant born Oct'r 23, 1773;
Flizabeth Davant born Dec’r 31, 1775; John born May 4, 1773; Lydia born
March 17, 1780; James born Feb’y 14, 1783; Rebecca born Jan'y 2, 1793. Mary
Whaley born June 7th 1788; Sam’l Fickling son of Jas. and Mary Davant born
Feb. 18, 1808; Martha Sarah born Mar. 7th, 1810; Elizabeth Lydia Mary born
May 31, 1811; Rebecca Lavinia born Nov’r 30th, 1813; Matilda Ann Born Jan'y
23, 1815; John James born May 16th, 1818; Martha C. Mathews born Feb’y 5,
1798: James Mathews son of Ja's and Martha born June 15, 1823; John Webb
born Ja'y 1, 1825; Jeremiah Fickling born July 15, 1826; William Frederick
born Ja'y 9th 1828; Ellen Catherine born March 17, 1829; Eliza Carleton born
Ja'y 28, 1831; Charles Careleton (sic) born Nov'r 14th 1832; Philip Edwin born
March 22d 1834; Robert Page born Apl. 25, 1836; Chester William born Ja'y
30th 1838; George Sanders born Oct’r 28th 1839; Benjamin Brantly born Aug't
13, 1842,

Deaths: James Davant sen’r died Ja'y 13 1803 59 v 4 m 4 d Lydia Page
Davant died Ap'120, 179540 y 4 m 8 d. John died Oc’r 13,1770 5 m 1 d James
died Sep'r 13, 1772 1 y Mary died July 1806 33 y 9 m Elizabeth Jan written
over Dec [but Dec. is correct] 28, 1808 33 y John died Ja'y 6 182243 vy 8 m.

Marriages: James Davant Sen’r and Lydia Page were married January 30th

1769; Mary Davant daughter of James and Lydia Davant was born 1777 married

James B. Sealy; Elizabeth Davant married Samuel Fickling; John Davant married
Martha Cadmon; Lydia Davant married Thomas Webb; Rebecca Davant married
Rev'd Philip Mathews; James Davant Juar and Mary Whaley were married July
|2th 1807; Martha Sarah Davant married Mat J Williams; Elizabeth Lydia Mary
Davant married Doc’r Norman L. Chester; Rebecca Lavinia Davant married Wm.
Randle; Matilda Ann Davant married Doc’t Enos C. Moyer; James Davant
married Martha C. Mathews August 8th 1822; James Davant married Rebecca F.
Mathews March 26, 1843,

SCHS magazine vol. 45 p. 73 Died at Savannah, on the 16th inst. in the
prime of life, Mrs. Mary Devant, wife of Mr. J. Devant. (Wed. May 27, 1818)

Annals of Georgia by Caroline Wilson Eppingham County, Ga. p. 32 has
quite a lot of Davant tradition—I knew Mrs. Wilson, but [ don’t know where she
got her information, and she doesn’t say. “John and James Davant were
Huguenots who settled on James and John Islands about 16907 James Davant
was a Revolutionary soldier and his service is referred to in “Columbia State”
[newspaper in Columbia, S.C.] in 1904. In the Diary of Revolution by Frank
Moore “Capt. Davant who conspicuously distinguished himself in leading the
forlorn hope at Ninety-Six was killed at Eutaw” (Letter from Gen. Greene to
President of Congress) [l have no idea who this could be.} ... Will of James

&
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Davant 1801 mentions dau Elizabeth Ficklin. Stephen Blount who died in
Savannah in 1804, had a sister Elizabeth Davant who died in Savannah 1821 He

ras from Beaufort, S. C. Her will in Savannah mentions dadghter Elizabeth, wife
of John Mingledorf; daughter Rachel wife of Samuel Sturgis; grandson Fred'k
Robinson Schubert son of deceased daughter Jane. Savannah Record Room Bk.
R p. 139 1797 Marriage settlement of James Davant of St. Luke’s Parish, S. C.
and Mrs. Elizabeth relict of Samuel White of Burke Co., Ga., Atlanta, Ga.
microfilm of newspapers: Col. Mus. and Savannah Advertiser Mar. 21, 1797
(Tues) Married on Saturday last, Mr. James Devant of Hylton Head, to Mrs.
Elizabeth White of this city, relict of Mr. Samuel White of Burke County.”
Mortuary Records City Hall, Savannah by Caroline Wilson p. 37 1807 Dec. 28
Elizabeth, wife of Capt. Samuel Fickling of Hilton Head age 31.

p- 61 S. Hammond age 46, b. Newport, R. 1. Millwright, killed by a fall.
From residence of Mrs. Davant S. Broad, left wife and children. [ca 1811]

Note from Elizabeth Faw, who inspected the original records of St. Helena’s
Church and says “The two John and James died in infancy. When baptized at St.
Helena's Church parents were put down as from Port Royal”.

Stub Indents of Revolutionary Services, Columbia, S. C. Bk. R-T No. 433 R.
Issued 4 June 1785 to James Devant for £20.8.63/4 for 285 days duty in militia
in 1779-80.

No. 434 Issued 4 June 1785 to Mr. James Devant £14.7.1% for 200 days
miiitia duty in 1781-82,

Inv. Bk. 1776-78 Pro. Ct. Chas. S. C. Inventory for Richard Bland, planter,
''re of Hilton Head Island as shown by Capt. Lawis Bona and Charles Davani to
1€ appraisors Lewis Bona, James Davant and Richard Adams 18 June 1776.

MCO Chas. S. C. Bk. F6 p. 219 Benjamin Bailey of Charleston sale to James
Davant of Hilton Head Island Jan. 1792 270 acres bounded N on said James
Davant, S on beach, and Mrs. Sarah Waight, W on James Davant Rec. 10 Apr.
1792 Wit. John Brailsford Wm. Baynard.

Letter from Elizabeth Chester Faw, Marietta, Ga. 1929 “Great-grandfather
must have been an Episcopalian, for Grandma (Elizabeth Mary Lydia Davanr)
remembered his reading the Episcopal service to them on- Sundays, to the
accompaniment of the waves”.

The 1790 Census for Beaufort District shows but one Davant: James Devant;
2 males over 16; 2 males under 16; 5 females: 20 slaves.

The watch James Davant willed to his son in. 1801 was made by Georga
Priorl 15043, London. James Davant Jr. left it to his son Robert Page Davant,
whose son Robert Chester Davant left it to his daughter Elizabeth Dixie Davant,
Mrs. 1. J. Miller of Beaumont, Texas. She had a photograph made of it—minus
the hands and crystal now, but clearly showing the uniqueness of this
Watch-instead of the usual numerals it has 12 at the top, then
JAMES DAVANT,.
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“The Island of Hilion Head is nearly cut in half by two creeks penetrating
from opposite points towards the center. leaving but a narrow strip connecting
the extremes. Upon this point is located the Episcopal Church. This Island was
remarkable during the Revolutionary War for the staunchness of its Whig
inhabitants as was the neighbouring Island of Dawfusky notorious as the
stronghold of the Tories. Frequent incursions were made upon the territory of
each other. A party of Whigs went to that portion of Hilton Head next to
Dawfusky, having some intimation that a visit might be expected from their
neighbours, they were prepared to give them a warm reception; but seeing no
“hostile movemnent from the opposite shore, they concluded their information
was incorrect. they therefor disbanded and returned in small parties to their
respective homes. In the meantime, the Tories, under their leader, Martinangel
(with a number of British soldiers) had crossed over to Hilton Head unperceived,
ascended one of the creeks to the center of the Island, and here, having
ascertained that a body of Whigs had gone to meet them at the other end of the
[stand, they placed themselves in ambush to await their return. Charles Davant
and John Andress had separated themselves from the rest of the party, after
passing the spot where the Church now stands, a few hundred yards, they were
fired upon by the Tories. Davant, who was a good and true Whig, fell dead,
pierczd by several balls. Andress, more fortunate. escaped untouched—two large
oak trees are pointed to as the spot upon which Davant fell, Davant left an only
son, we believe, who continued to reside on Hilton Head until within a few
vears. he has a number of descendants. The present estimable and highly
respected Commissioner of this District is 2 grandson of the Revolutionary
Whig.” G. P. Elliott, Bluffton, S. C.

-+

This is part of a letter written by Mr. Henry Talbird to John Cheney Davant,
dated Starke, Fla. June 2, 1885. It was sent me by Cousin Louisa Crawley in
1930. Henry Talbird was b. 1810 on Hilion Head Island on 2 plantation near
Charles Davani’s home there.

“li is so many vears since [ left Hilton Head Island and my mind has been so
tully occupied in other matiers as to have driven from my recollection many of
the traditions connecied with the period to which you refer. It occurs to me that
your grandfather was a stern, uncompromising hater of Torvism in all its forms.
On one occasion | asked him to explain to me his decided and strong fezling on
the subject. We were seated at the time on the front piazza of his residence.
Pointing in the direction of the “Two Oaks™ he said in subsiance. “When [ was a
small boy [ heard a number of guns fired in that direction. While inquiring
within myself the meaning. I saw my father riding at full spesd as if unable to
estrain him. but coming towards the house. On arriving he fell from the horsa
wounded to death. Tories had waylaid him at the *“Two Quks™. [n any case they
were t00 many for him to contend with but even as it was they assassinated
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from an ambush.’ In one respect of his character your Grandfather was a stern
man, in another his feeling was of almost womanly tenderness. With quivering
lips and tearful eye he pointed to a spot in the yard and said ‘He fell there, and
lived only long enough to tell how he had been shot, and to name two of his
murderers’. And standing over his dead body I, as a boy, vowed that [ would kill
those men if I lived to be a man. Happily for me they both died while [ was a
child. But the feeling of the moment has grown with my growth and
strengthened with my strength and [ hate treachery and toryism in all its forms.
This is a subject which harrows my feelings and unmans me. I do not like to
speak of it. Henry, be true to your God, your friend and your country!” And the
stern old man put his hands to his face and wept. [ could but sympathize in his
deep emotion and an impression was made on me that is almost as fresh now as
when it was first stamped on my vouthful soul.”

Charles Davant died December 1781 SCHGM vol. 17 p. 16 quotes The S. C.
& Am. Gen. Gazette of Charleston, S. C. Wed. Jan. 30, 1782 “We are informed
from Savannah that about Christmas last, a gang of banditti came to a house on
Daufusky Island where Capt. Martinangel of the Royal Militia was lving sick and
whilst two of them held his wife, another named Israel Andrews shot him dead;
they afterwards plundered Mrs. Martinangel and her children of almost
everything thev had. These wrstches came from Hiltonhead; they stile
themselves the Bloodv Legion and are commanded by John Leoycrafi. The
following is a list of the. gang: John Erving, Lewis Bona. Dan’l Savage, Christian
Rankin, James Devant. John Bull, James Erving, James Allen, Charles Floyd,
Isaac Davids, Nathn'l Gamball, Wm. Chiswell, Thos. Roberts, John Fendon, Wm.

Scott, John Mongin, Sen'r and Junr, David Ross, Patrick McMullen, [saac Bolder, -
Meredith Rich. ? BALOWIAN

APPENDIX XIV

In the Bible of Francis Wellman Fickling the name of John Ducoine’s second
daughter is given Amelia Maria Frances Ducoin. Capt. E. E. Fickiing also says
“*She was said to be the daughter of [sabella Lover and the Marguis ce Coigny,
married Samuel Fickling for his second wife, and died in Columbia, S. C. Nov.
24, 18617, Always referred to as “my precious sister” by her half sister [sabella
Loyer Davant. She was the daughter of Christiana Irvine or Erwin, Who married
three times. First Adrian Loyer who died “Feb. 22, 1781 Savannzah Last Sunday
died here, Mr. Adrian Loyer, Siiversmith” “John Ducoign of the Georgia
Battalion to Mrs. Christiana Loyer, widow of Mr. Adrian Loyer Feb. 6, 1782”
and “William Renshaw, carpenter married Mrs. Ducoine, widow of the late Capt.
Ducoine Mar. 10, 1796". These items are from the Savannah newspapers. The
Mortuary Records of Savannah, Ga. gives “Mar. 17, 1807: Christiana Rheinshaw,
age 47, born County Antrim, Ireland. widow, survivors 2 children and sister Mrs.
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P. 130 Sand Hill 600 acres and Folly Field 500 acres, often called Mathews’
Land, when sold in 1875 Folly Field brought only 5110; only 200 acres of Sand
Hill were redeemable by heirs due to government surveyors’ mistake. The heirs
were Sarah Mathews Lawton (Mrs. W.G.); Mary E. Mathews George, whose
husband was a clergyman and the widow Mary Lawion, probably widow of
Theodore Mathews. (Pattie Howard sent me this record of two of the George
children, from Laurel Grove Cemetery, Savannah: Rebecca Davant d. March 14,
1855, age 7 yrs. and 4 months and on same stone, William Wiley died Mar. 22,
1855 aged S yrs. and 4 mos. children of Joseph and Mary Elizabeth George.

p. 126 Plantation between Leamington and Mathews was increased by
purchase of Marshlands, formerly owned by Thomas Webb, husband of Lydia
Davant and their son Samuel. Both estates reserved by the Federal Government
for sale to negroes and were not redeemable.

p. 127 Ficklings 465 acres or more, Possum Point, Shipyard. Both William
and Samuel Fickling resided at Hilton Head in 1798. William's heirs wer2 not
traced. Samuel and his wife Elizabeth Davant had 3 children: Jeremniah, William
and Mary Anne. They may have sold their land at Possum Point before
Secession. Possum Point was 465 a. between the public road and the beach was .
called Fickling’s at confiscation in 1876 plus adjoining property making 1,000
acres for $100. The Shipyard plot was acquired in 1867 for S725.

p. 70 Zion Chapel. Rev. Philip Mathews was pastor about 1821. He sezmed
to have Zion Chapel in his special care for some years. This was 10 doubt due to
his residence there and his marriage to Rebecca Davani. For sometime the
couple lived at Sandhill Plantation and also managed the 500 acres known as
Folly Hill a short distance away. Among the graves at Zion: the oldest is that of
Lvdia Davant (1755-95) James Davant Sr. (1744-1803) Mary w. of James
Davant, Jr. (1788-1818) their sons Samuel (Feb.-Mar. 1308) anc Jonn
(May-June 1818) Martha Davant (1781-1818) Robert son of John Davant {and
Martha HDH] (1805-08) Sealy, James (1817-19) Webb, Samuel (1799-1856) his
wife Lovinia (1799-1821) son William (1820-22) and Thomas (1770-1816) po.
61-62.

p. 69 On August 22, 1813 the British landed in force on Hilton Head shores
and repeated their plunderings of Revolutionary War days . . . once again homes
were burned and looted.

p. 60 Sale of Land at Hilton Head: 1734: part of Bayley’s Patent . .. these
famed healthy and pleasantly located lands on Scull Cresk. ... James Davant
added no. 38 being 270 acres fronting the beach to the land he owned on the
south end.
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form A

Indians, Tories, Patriots al]
part of rich Plantation lore

By Jim Littiejohn
Feartures Editor

“*Back in those days, there were Ingians "

My grandfather never had astory publish-
ed. but he knew instinctively how 1o graban
audiencein the first few words — especially
if that audience happened o be a 10-year-old
boy.

Of course, he wasa't welling stories about
Hilton Head Island, or its northeastern cor-
ner thattoday goes by the name of Hilton Head
Planation — buthe mightas well have been.

There is no doubt that the high, “biuffyv'’
area gverlooking Port Royal Sound and the
broad reaches of Skull Creek coniained its
share of Indian encampments, although it
really isn't known if many tribes made itmore
than a seasonal home,

About half way berwezn the Old Fort Pub
and Talbird Cemetery was 2 flowing spring
that must have ben patronized by various In-
dian tribes from time to time, because eariy
setilers named it [ndian Springs. it was the
site of Indian encampments and villages for
almost4.000 vears according to Mike Taylor,
director of the Museum of Hilton Head.

Taylor recalls that during the early develop-
ment of Hilton Head Plantation, The Sea
Pines Company brought in Staniey South of
the [nstinne of Archaelogy and Anthropology
in Columbia to do some uIvestigative digging,

“Among their findings was evidence of 2
small palisade. which would definitely in-
dicate someone using the area with defensive
purpose in mind." Tayior savs the groupalso
found a wealth of European antificts, some
af the earliest to be found anywhere in the
country,

It was in the plans of Seq Pines manage-
Ment to bring South back 1o complete his
preliminary digs, but in ail of the changes of
the middle *70s, it never came (o pass,

The spring itselFis still flowing and lies be-
tween the present-day villa complexes of In-
dian Springs and Mariners Poin, but the sur-
rounding sites have now been iost to modern
residential development,

Hilton Head and Skuil Creek were weil-
known haunts of the raiding Yemassees long
afterthe uprising of 1815 was supposedly laid
o rest. In fact, one focal historian would have
it that Skull Cresk was actually *‘Skulk
Cresk” a.ndmssonnmedbemusemcsawgcs
“'skuiked"" up and down its reaches, looking
for white semlers © attack.

Thereare others, however, who wend toward
the legend that pirates used these waters to
caresn their ships and perhaps hide their iil-
gotten gains back up on the shore. The paii-
sade remains discovered by South may weil
have been defenses fora wooden biockhouse
similar o the one in Robert Louis Stevenson's
““Treasure Island.”

Ceruinly Indian auacks wers common
enough during the days berwesn the area’s firs
sertlements in the early 1700s. The friendly
Cusabos usually allied themseives with the
settlers. but roving tribes of Ogezchess,
Yemassees and Creeks, all subtribes of the
Cherokess, were warlike and quick to ke
offense when they feltcheated by the so-called
“Indian Traders.””

The Cusabos were already near extinction,
due to numerous attacks by the Westoes, a
reputedly cannibalistic tribe from the inland,
and even though they were given land and

food, the tribe had virtually disappeared by
1740.

The Yemnassee Wars

The Yemassees wers friendly encugh most
of thetime and, inde=d, had allied themselves
with the English colonists in wars against the
Spanish and against the raiding Tuscaroras
of North Carolina. Col. John Barnwell got
his nickname of **Tuscarora Jack'* from a
series of campaigns he led in aid of the besieg-
ed North Carolinians in I71] and 170,

It was for this and later similar acts of der-
ring-do that Barnwell was granted thres
300-acre plantations on Hilton Head by the
Lords Proprietors in i717. %

Before that, however, came the Yemassee
. War of [715.



R Sound by Theodore DeBry of one of the earfiest maos by cartographer Jacques Ls-
Mocy;’e. they abrg depicted hunting and cooking amidst 2 Garden of Edenike bounty.

Having heard of unrest among th:
Yemassess and rumors of an uprising, South
Carolina Governor Charles Craven sent 2
degputation of men familiar with the Indiage
0 Pocataligo, the site of the Yemnassee nation.
to discuss problems.’

The men were received well enough andd
were invited to 2 special feast in the evening.
but early the next morning (Eastcr Sundny,
as it happened,) the Yemassees feil on ti
sleeping men and massacred all but twn.

The two men tan, splitting up when thev
came o a path offering two directions of e:-
cape. Sezman Burtoughs, continued
toward the river and possible retum 10 Bt

Royal Istand. but his companion, Jobn
SWright, hid in the bushes and had to undergo
the mental torture of watching the destruc-
tton of his friends. Burroughs, despitc anar-
row through his neck and chesk, managed to
reach Whaie Branch. atidal inlet, a few steps
ahead of his pursuers. He ran into the water,
made a surface dive and swam the stream,
eluding his attackers.

As juck would have it, the first inhabited
area he reached was the farm communiry of
Tuscarora Jack Barnwell, whoatiended Bur-
roughs’ wounds as best he couid and then sent
his household and servants in all directions
to warn the area that the Indians had arisen.

Burroughs’ Hervisin

The settlers came in from all over to the

liny community that had begun to formalong
the banks of the Beaufort River. A ship was
in the middle of paying a trading call on
Beaufort. and as a result of its presence and
some other craft in the harbor. the assembl-
ed planters and their families were able 10
board and get clear of the land. just minutes
ahead of the arrival of the Yemassees.

Despite Burroughs heroism and the swift
action taken by Barnwell, over 100 sentlers jost
their lives during the next few days.

One of those who was to lose both his hair
and his life was Christopher Dawson, who
must have been the first European to live and
work on Hilton Head. According to hisiorical
accounts, Dnwson had a 200-acre plantation
un Skull Cresk and was later found there.
mutilated by the aroused Yemassees.

With the heip of Barnwell and Lt. Col.
Alexander Mackey, the Granville County
Milita defeated the Yemassess decisively at
Pocawligo, but the fighting continued open-
Iy_ for more than a year beforz a ireaty was
signed,



Barnwell's three 500-acre plantations lay
along Skull Creek and Port Royal Sound.
These hoidings later made up large portions
of the Waight/Elliott Myrtle Bank Plantation,
and Fish Hall Plantation, which has besn
mistakenly listed as a holding of the Deaytons.

Bamwell already had land on Parris Island
and on St. Helena, but he did plant his Hilton
Head holdings, and upon his death he left the
three plantations to three of his children —
John, Katherine and Bridget.

Through sales and inheritance, John's pro-
perty (Fish Hall) devolved to Mary Baynard
Pope, who left it to her grandchildren from
the marriage of her daughter Emma 1o
Thomas Fenwick Drayton. The Draytons
were unable to take possession of their land
due to the Civil War, but the namne stuck and
the land is still referred 0 as **Drayton Plan-
@ation.” Katherine Barnwell died without
issue and her portion was added 10 the estats
of her sister, Bridget. When her son, Robert
Sams died without children, the estate was
sold and becarne Myre Bank, later the site
of the Elliott family's experimentation with
Sea Island Cotton. William Eliott was a well-

known Lowcountry planter, but it was his son,
William Elliott I who pioneered the long-
stapled cotton brought in from Barbados,
thereby creating a large part of the wealth of
the antebellum South.

The Talbird Saga

The Talbirds were another early family
along Skull Creek and their story definitely
is the substance of which dreams — and
noveis — are made. The head of the South
Carolina clan of Talbirds was born Henry
Taibot, son of Sir John Talbot, Lord Mayor
of Dublin,

When Henry was five years old, he was sent
o live with his uncle and namesake, He
Talbot, in London, to become his heir.
Through either accidentor jealousy, the young

boy was Jostby a servantin the streets of Lon-
don and was rescued by a sea captain from
Plymouth, Not being able to find his family,
the childless mariner 1ok the young boy home
to Plymouth where he and his wife rised him
as their own,

Laterin life, afier the family had moved to
America, theboy was told ofhis background,
the Bmily having discovered itsoon afier their
impromptu adoption. Talbot went back to
Ireland to claim a share of his father's estate,
but was thrown into prison as an imposter by
a younger halfbrother.

His legal problems were solved through
help from a sister who believed his story, but
his brother would not relent and Talbot retutrn-
ed to South Carolina. Hedid, however, come
armed with contracts to build a series of
lighthouses along the coast, and as part-
payment for the lighthouses, Talbot was given
4 grant on Hilton Head’s Skull Creek.

And herein lies the hazel-hatchery part. A
lazy or ignorant clerk in Londen who made
out the grant papers spetled Taibot’s names
as Talbird. Since the papers would have 1o be
sent back to London to record the change —
and since Talbot had no particular love for his
patronymic as the result of his brother’s ac-
tions, he lefi the speiling as it was and adopted
that version himself thereafter.

A neighbor to the Talbot/Taibird property
on Skull Cresk was John Ladson, whose
father-in-law, John Conyers, aso lived near-
by. Young John Talbird, one of Henry's six
children, met and married Ladson's daughter,
Mary Ann, and was given his father’s Hilton
Head property as a wedding present.

The wedding took piace in December [778,
shortly after the fall of Savannah to the Brirish.
John soon found himself on dutywith the Con-
tinental forces as a lieutenant in the company
of his brother, Capt. Thomas Talbird. Wound-
ed and caprured during a battle on John's
Island, John was a prisoner for a time in

Charleston, but was paroled and sent home

in [780. {eranc 51)
‘When the Tories of Capt. Dick Pendarvis
tried to recruit Talbird to fight against his
friends and family, he slipped away and join-
ed the Continentals once more, fighting with
*“The Swamp Fox,'' General Thomas
Marion, only to be captured a second time
and placed on a prison ship in Charleston

Harbor.

Pendarvis, a kinsman ofthe Martnangeies
of Daufuskie, became a scourge to the Low-
country and was respansible for the death of
Talbind's step-brother, Capt. James Doher-
ty. Talbird’s nephew, a Captain Leaycraft,
tracked down Pendarvis and executed him.

Shortly thereafter, a troop of British
soldiers from Savannah and led by Isaac Mar-
tinangele of Daufuskie, landed on Hilion
Head and marching the length of Skull Creek,
burnt every plantation and home they found.
Oneof these, of course, was the Talbird home,
despite the fact that Isaac's wife was the sistar
of John Talbird.

Mary Ann Talbird, left destitute except for
the furniture thather brother-in-law saved for
her from the fire, later that day gave birth 1o
her second child. The date was Oct. 17, 1781,
the same day that Lord Cornwallis sur-
rendered 10 George Washington at Yorkiown.
Thechild, Henry Talbird, was called ** York-
town Henary™ throughour his life.

The Mantinangeles weren't through, how-
ever, and a few nights [ater, they raided Hilton
Head, killing Charles Davaat from ambush
near the site of the present Antebellum
Cemetery, near Folly Field. Two wesks later.
on Christmas Eve, a group of patriot soldiers
known as **The Bloody Legion," and led by
Capt. Leaycrait, went to Daufuskie and kill-
ed both Philip and Abraham Marinangele,

The bloodletting swopped afier that and
Hilton Head (and Hilton Head Plantation)
moved on into the halcyon days of Sea Island

. cotton and the great formunes that were to be
-amassed from it. -



P. §30 Sand Hill 600 acres and Folly Field SO0 acres, often calied Mathews’
Land, when sold in 1875 Folly Field brought onty $110; only 200 acres of Sand
Hill were redeemable by heirs due {0 government surveyors” mistake. The heirs
were Sarah Mathews Lawton (M. W.G.); Mary E. Mathews George, whose
husband was a clergyman and the widow Mary Lawton, probably widow of
Theodore Mathews. (Pattie Howard sent me this record of two of the George
children, from Laurel Grove Cemetery, Savannah: Rebecca Davant d. March 14,
1855, age 7 yrs. and 4 months and on same stone, William Wiley died Mar. 22,
1855 aged 5 yrs. and 4 mos. children of Joseph and Mary Elizabeth George.

p. 126 Plantation between Leamington and Mathews was increased by
purchase of Marshlands, formerly owned by Thomas Webb, husband of Lydia
Davant and their son Samuel. Both estates reserved by the Federal Government
for sale to negroes and were not redeemable.

p. 127 Ficklings 4635 acres or more, Possum Point, Shipyard. Both William
and Samuel! Fickling resided at Hilton Head in 1798. William’s heirs were not
traced. Samuel and his wife Elizabeth Davant had 3 children: Jeremiah, William
and Mary Anne. They may have sold their land at Possum Point before
Secession. Possum Point was 4635 a. between the public road and the beach was .
called Fickling’s at confiscation in 1376 plus adjoining property making 1,000
acres for $100. The Shipyard plot was acquired in 1867 for $725.

p. 70 Zion Chapel. Rev. Philip Mathews was pastor about 182!. He seemed
to have Zion Chapel in his special care for some years. This was no doubt due to
his residence there and his marriage to Rebecca Davant. For sometime the
couple lived at Sandhill Plantation and also managed the 500 acres known as
Folly Hill a short distance away. Among the graves at Zion: the oldest is that of
Lvdia Davant (1753-95) James Davant Sr. {1744-1803) Mary w. of James
Davant, Jr. (1783-1818) their sons Samuel (Feb.-Mar. 1808) and John
(May-June 1818) Martha Davant (1781-1818) Robert son of John Davant (and
Martha HDH] (1805-08) Sealy, James (1817-19) Webb, Samuel (1799-1836) his
wife Lovinia (1799-1821) son William (1820-22) and Thomas (1770-1816) pp.
61-62.

p. 69 On August 22, 1813 the British landed in force on Hilton Head shores
and repeated their plunderings of Revolutionary War days . . . once again homes
were burned and looted.

p. 60 Sale of Land at Hiiton Head: 1784: part of Bayley's Patent . .. these
famed healthy and pleasantly located lands on Scull Creek. ... James Davant
added no. 38 being 270 acres fronting the beach to the land he owned on the
south end.
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from zn ambush.’ In one respect of his character your Grandfather was a stern
man, in another his feeling was of almost womanly tenderness. With quivering
lips and tearful eye he pointed to a spot in the yard and said "He fell there, and
lived only long enough to tell how he had been shot, and to name two of his
murderers’. And standing over his dead body I, as a boy, vowed that [ would kill
those men if I lived to be 2 man. Happily for me they both died while I was a
child. But the fecling of the moment has grown with my growth and
strengthened with my strength and I hate treachery and toryism in all its forms.
This is a subject which harrows my feelings and unmans me. I do not like to
speak of it. Henry, be true to your God, your friend and your country!” And the
stern old man put his hands to his face and wept. I could but sympathize in his
deep emotion and an impression was made on me that is almost as fresh now as
when it was first stamped on my youthful soul.”

Charles Davant died December 1781 SCHGM vol. 17 p. 16 quotes The S. C.
& Am. Gen. Gazette of Charleston, S. C. Wed. Jan. 30, 1782 “We are informed
from Savannah that about Christmas last, a gang of banditti came to a house on
Daufusky Island where Capt. Martinangel of the Royal Militia was lying sick and
whilst two of them held his wife, another named [srael Andrews shot him dead;
they afterwards plundered Mrs. Martinangel and her children of aimost
everything thev had. These wretches came from Hiitonhead; they stile
themselves the Bloody Legion and are commanded by John Leoycraft. The
following is a list of the gang: John Erving, Lawis Bona, Dan’l Savage, Christian
. Rankin. James Devant, John Bull, James Erving, James Allen, Charles Floyd,
Isaac Davids, Nathn'l Gamball, Wm. Chiswell, Thos. Roberts, John Fendon, Wm.
Scott, John Mongin, Sen'r and Junr, David Ross, Patrick McMullen, Isaac Bolder, -

Meredith Rich. ¥ BALODWIN

APPENDIX XIV

In the Bible of Francis Wellman Fickling the name of John Ducoine’s second
daughter is given Amelia Maria Frances Ducoin. Capt. E. E. Fickiing also says
“She was said 10 be the daughter of Isabella Loyver and the Marquis de Coigny,
married Samuel Fickling for his second wife, and died in Columbia, S. C. Nov.
24 1861". Always referred to as “my precious sister” by her half sister [sabella
Loyer Davant. She was the daughter of Christiana irvine or Erwin, Who married
three times. First Adrian Lover who died “Feb. 22, 1781 Savannah Last Sunday
died here, Mr. Adrian Loyer, Silversmith” *“John Ducoign of the Georgia
Rattalion to Mrs. Christiana Loyer, widow of Mr. Adrdan Loyer Feb. 6, 1782"
and “William Renshaw, carpenter married Mrs. Ducoine, widow of the late Capt.
Ducoine Mar. 10, 1796". These items are from the Savannah newspapers.. 1 ne
Mortuary Records of Savannah, Ga. gives “Mar. 17, 1807: Christiana Rheinshaw,
age 47, born County Antrim, Ireland, widow, survivors 2 children and sister Mrs.
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1000 5. 4th St.. Loiswille, KY 20203

LHAMCE Use ULy :

DateReed_
in93 ARWGR_Y__ N
GRAVES REGISTRY Enter next ed._
REVOLUTIONARY WAR GRAVES COMMITTEE
Revolutionary War Soldier or Patriot
_DAVANT CHARLES :
Cast Name tall spethngs) Furst Name (3l spetlings) Maglls Name
Bom on 1750 Where  S- C-
Died on October 22, 1781 Where S. C.
Marmied (1)Elizabeth (Fendin) Bland Widow's Pension No.
(2) Note: If widow put maiden name in parsatheses.
(3}
Service: Rank or Service  S. C. Militia State(s) S. C.  Peasion Na.

Source SAR Application, Charles Davant, Jr., #127263 S. C. #1954 S
Buried: Name of Cemstery Zion Chapel of Fase Cementery ' .
Ciry Hilton Head Islandrownship Councy_Beaufort -~ ST_SC
Direcsions for locating Cemetery __ COXTer Matthews Drive and Highway #278- Folly Field Road
Location of grave in Cametery Front Center
Tombstone: Yes _ X No Note: If passible, attach a picture of the headstene 10 the reverse
. sidc of the shest.
Marker: Yes X No
If Yes what type: DAR X SAR Other (name}

Date Marker was placed, if known 1984

Comments:

Infarmation furnished by: Bustin J. Thoman, 20 China Cockle Lane, Hilton He

ad Island, S. C.
i Name & Address 29926
Datc Submied: 573—57?5- Please return form to:
[] ¥ a
Robent F. Qaler, Chairman

- . Mzugnal Sociery SAR
Revolutionary War Graves Commirtes OR 1060 Sauth Feurth Strect

7236 Lullwater Road Lousville, K 40203
PEV 03794 Columbus, GA 11904
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S8cmon September 9, 1744 Where S. C.
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(2) Elizabeth White

Nate: [f widow put maiden name in farsathesas,

(3)
Servics: Rank or Senvice  S.C. Militia State(sy__S- C.

P=asicn Na.

Scurcz Davant familv historv - Hardin Davant Hanaban

Buried: Name'of Cemetzry Zion Chapel of Ease Cementory
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Girections for lecating Cemetery _Corner Matthews Drive and Hichway 2278 - Follv Field Road

Locatien of grave in Cametery __Front Center
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1 7
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Island Leaders
Rest In Zion

By Robert E. H. Peeples
Photographed by Gary Forcier

*‘We're marching to Zion, beautiful,
beautiful Zion,'” sang the Gospel hymn
writer, recalling the sacred hill in Jeru-
salemn with its royal residence of King
David and his successors. Eighteenth
century Hilton Head Islanders, longing
for a period of peace after the violence
of the Revolutionary War years
(1775-1783), looked at the lovely grove
of live oaks, cedars and magnolias at
the head of Broad Creek and called it
Zion. There Captain Jack Stoney and
Isaac Fripp, for the good of their souls,
built a chapel of brick and wood in
1787. They were joined by other
Islanders, one of whom lost his wife
Lydiain 1795.

James Davant was born on Edisto
Island in 1744, His father, John,
brought him to Hilton Head in 1758
when he began planting indigo on
Point Comfort Plantation, With
14-year-old James came his brothers
Isaac 16, and Charles 8, and a sister
Mary 10. And when their father died in
1768, the three brothers continued the
indigo planting operation with the help
of their 12 slaves.

The British government's subsidy on
indigo guaranteed its profitability. The
next year James married Lydia Page;
they raised six of their eight children.

Mary Irvine’s marker obviously is older than
the Iree which grows around it. Mary dicd
in 1821 at the age of 59.

Cf % ‘s‘f..

James served in the local militia
1779-1782 and was a concerned
member of The Bloody Legion which
avenged the death of his brother
Charles who was ambushed by
Daunfuskie Island Tories.

By 1790 James and Lydia had the
help of 20 slaves and had added exten-
sively to their landholdings. Their
eighth child was born in 1793 and
Lydia died in 1795, James buried her in
the churchyard of Zion Chapel of
Ease. Two years later he found solace
and help in raising his young daughter
in the widow of Charles White of
Savannah,

The 1801 will of James Davant con-
firms his position of leadership. He left
for daughter Mary Kicklighter five
slaves and Marshlands Plantation, for
daughter Elizabeth Fickling five slaves
and part of Point Comfort Plantation,
for daughter Rebecca (who later would
marry Rev, Philip Mathews, the
Island’s first resident minister from
1813 to his death in 1828, for whom
Matthews Drive is named) five slaves
and Sand Hill Plantation, for son John
four slaves, livestock and Point Com-
fort Plantation, for daughter Lydia
Webb five slaves and Possum Point
Plantation, and for son James, Jr.,
four slaves, livestock, Folly Field Plan-
tation, and his exotic gold watch made
in London by George Priorl. Instead of
the usual numerals it had only ‘12" at
the top, then J-A-M-E-8-D-A-V-A-N-
T in the 1 through 11 spaces. James
Davant was buried in Zion in 1805
beside Lydia. Several of their children
and grandchildren are buried around
them and an epitaph for his martyred
brother Charles (1750-1781) has been
erected.

One of the builders of Zion Chapel,
Captain Jack Stoney {1748-1821) also
rests there. Born in Knockshegowna,
Tipperary, Ireland, he arrived in
Charles Town in 1774 with his wife
Elizabeth Caulfield and their son
James, born in April 1772. At “Hob-
caw Billy"' Pritchard’s shipyard on
Wando River he commissioned a ship
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writer, recalling the sacred hill in Jeru-
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for a period of peace after the violence
of the Revolutionary War years
{1775-1783), looked at the lovely grove
of live oaks, cedars and magnolias at
the head of Broad Creek and called it
Zion. There Captain Jack Stoney and
Isaac Fripp, for the good of their souls,
built a chapel of brick and wood in
1787. They were joined by other
Islanders, one of whom lost his wife
Lydia in 1795,

James Davant was born on Edisto
Island in 1744. His father, John,
brought him to Hilton Head in 1758
when he began planting indigo on
Point Comfort Plantation. With
14-year-old James came his brothers
Isaac 16, and Charles 8, and a sister
Mary 10. And when their father died in
1768, the three brothers continued the
indigo planting operation with the help
of their 12 slaves,

The British government's subsidy on
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next year James married Lydia Page;
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James served in the local militia
1779-1782 and was a concerned
member of The Bloody Legion which
avenged the death of his brother
Charles who was ambushed by
Daufuskie Island Tories.

By 1790 James and Lydia had the
help of 20 slaves and had added exten-
sively to their landholdings. Their
eighth child was born in 1793 and
Lydia died in 1795. James buried her in
the churchyard of Zion Chapel of
Ease. Two years later he found solace
and help in raising his young daughter
in the widow of Charles White of
Savannah.

The 1801 will of James Davant con-
firms his position of leadership. He left
for daughter Mary Kicklighter five
slaves and Marshlands Plantation, for
daughter Elizabeth Fickling five slaves
and part of Point Comfort Plantation,
for daughter Rebecca (who later would
marry Rev, Philip Mathews, the
island’s first resident minister from
1813 to his death in 1828, for whom
Matthews Drive is named) five slaves
and Sand Hill Plantation, for son John
four slaves, livestock and Point Com-
fort Plantation, for daughter Lvdia
Webb five slaves and Possum Point
Plantation, and for son James, Jr.,
four slaves, livestock, Folly Field Plan-
tation, and his exotic gold watch made
in London by George Priorl. Instead of
the usual numerals it had only “‘12'" at
the top, then J-A-M-E-S-D-A-V-A-N-
Tin the 1 through 11 spaces. James
Davant was buried in Zion in 1805
beside Lydia. Several of their children
and grandchildren are buried around
them and an epitaph for his martyred
brother Charles (1750-1781) has been
erected.

One of the builders of Zion Chapel,
Captain Jack Stoney (1748-1821) also
rests there. Born in Knockshegowna,
Tipperary, Ireland, he arrived in
Charles Town in 1774 with his wife
Elizabeth Caulfield and their son
James, born in April 1772, At *“Hob-
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which he christened the Saucy Jack. At

- " the outbreak of the Revolution Cap- |

tain Jack secured a Letter of Marque
from His Excellency, John Rutledge,
President of South Carolina, to
operate the Saucy Jack as a privateer
against all enemies of the Province.

He watched the British ships-of-the-
line escorting heavily laden merchant-
men along the Carolina coast toward
St. Augustine where forces were being
readied for the December 1778 attack
on Savannah. Again and again the
Saucy Jack was able to cut a lagging
merchantman from these southbound
fleets, quickly disappearing with its
prize up Calibogue Sound into Broad
Creek whence its cargo was transferred
under cover of darkness to Beaufort or
Charles Town. He knew well the splen-
did interconnecting system of back
waterways by which prizes could be
speedily spirited away while British
gunboats searched in vain.

By 1784 Captain Jack Stoney bepan
investing his wartime winnings in
prime Hilton Head Island indigo lands,
establishing himself first at Otterburn
(later called Otter Hole) Plantation. He
also bought Braddock’s Point and
Calibogia Plantations, now included in
Sea Pines. By 1790 his establishment
included 82 slaves and his family had
increased by a son Johnin 1780 and a
daughter Elizabeth Mary in 1784. In
1793 he built for his residence the im-
pressive Braddock’s Point House {now
called Baynard Ruins) and Otterburn
became the seat of his son, Captain
James Stoney on the occasion of his
marriage to Elizabeth, daughter of Dr.
George Mosse. The young couple spent
their winters at Otterburn, their sum-
mers in their Beaufort town house.
They had 15 children but raised only
two: Dr. George Mosse Stoney
{1795-1854) and Martha Sarah Stoney
(1807-1880).

He Invested His Wartime
Winnings In Hilton Head
Lands,

Captain Jack continued expanding
his Island holdings, adding Fairfield
and in 1805 Honey Horn Plantations.
By then Sea Island cotton had replaced
indigo as the Island’s money crop. in
1821, in his 74th year, while shooting
birds with his old friend, Captain
William Pope of Fish Haul Plantation,
he tripped and his gun discharged kill-
ing him instantly, He was buried where
he fell on a promontory overlocking
Port Royal Sound. His elder son, Cap-
tain James Stoney who had inherited his
5,400 acres on Hilton Head, died at Ot-
terburn and was buried beside him. La-
ter their remains were reburied in Zion.



SOUTH CARCLINA

ZION CHAPEL OF EASE
AND CEMETERY

A Chapel of St. Luke’s Parish,
established May 23, 1767 bullt of
wood shortly after 1786 under the
direction of Captaln John Stoncy
and Isaac Fripp. was consecrated
in 1853. Members of the Barksdale,
Baynard, Chaplin, Davant. Fripp,
Kirk, Mathews, Pope, Stoney, and

Webb families worshlpped here.
By 1868 the chapel was destroyed.

Plaque at Zion.

The vast Stoney properties were all,
except for 1,820-acre Calibogia Planta-
tion and its 156 slaves, inherited by
Captain James’ only son: Dr. George
Mosse Stoney who richly endowed his
eight children, by two wives, before his
1854 death in his since-demolished
barontal Bay Street Beaufort town
house. It was the heiress of Calibogia
Plantation, Martha Sarah, whose first
husband also rests in Zion,

‘He Built For His Bride A
Handsome Residence.’

The epitaph of Thomas Henry
Barksdale (1795-1832) stands beside
that of his father-in-law. Thomas was
born on Hilton Head, son of planter
George Barksdale of Christ Church
Parish who settled here after marrying
an Asheheiress. The 1790 census showed
him with 33 slaves. By early 1795
George had a second wife, Ann Agnes,
born on Hilton Head in 1776, daughter
of Lewis and Sarah (Parmenter) Bona,
Their son, Thomas Henry was not only
handsome and cultivated, he was suc-
cessful. On his 2,600-acre Scull Creek
Plantation, stretching from Elliott’s
Myrtle Bank to Stoney's Fairfield, he
built for his bride a handsome
residence featuring two stories above a
tabby basement, beautifully furnished
and landscaped, a double avenue of
Mugnolia Grandifiora leading to its
Skull Creek landing.

The Baynard Mausoleumn.

When Island planter [saac Baldwin
{1752-1826) and his wife Martha both
died in 1826 and were laid to rest in
Zion, Thomas Henry Barksdale
bought their 290-acre Baldwin Planta-
tion. But his marriage to Martha Sarah
was childless and when only 36, he died

in 1832, leaving Martha Sarah to ap-
peal to her uncle, Col. Alexander
Lawton, for help in settling his estate,
Squire William Pope bought 1,000
acres, including Scull Creek House
which he renamed Cotton Hope Plan-
tation. William Seabrook, Esq. of
Edisto Island’s elegant Mansion
House, bought the remaining 1,600
acres, since known as Seabrook Plan-
tation. One man's success quickly
becomes another man’s challenge.

Also at rest in Zion beside the
Baldwins are their daughter Mary
Elizabeth (1793-1851) and her hus-
band, James Kirk (1780-1850) of
Cherry Hill Plantation, together with
several of their 15 children. The latest
Kirk epitaph to be erected was to their
son, Dr. James Kirk (1825-1858}, well-
known Island physician.

No one entering Zion can avert his
interest from the imposing gabled
mausoleum with its protecting iron
fence fixed in granite posts, Above its
gaping door, once elegantly fitted with
a pair of full-length white marble
doors, are raised letters: WM. E.
BAYNARD. William Edings Baynard
was born on Edisto Island in 1800,
third of the four sons of Thomas Bay-
nared (1763-1805) who had bought 600-
acre Spanish Wells Plantation in 1790.




Adjacent 850-acre Muddy Creek
Plantation was bought in 1792 by
William’s Uncle William Baynard
(1772-1802), the sudden death of
whose first wife, the beautiful Sarah
Black Baynard, resulted in the accusa-
tion of her handsome and spirited per-
sonal maid, Eliza, of poisoning her
mistress. Variations on the story
abound: a dish of deviled crabs gone
bad, possibly poisoned wine, missing
jewels, even jealousy over the young
husband’s attentions. Eliza tried to
escape, was quickly apprehended and
hanged on a venerable live oak at Big
QGate, intersection of current Mathews
Drive and Marshland Road. Innocent
or guilty, her ghost was wont to revisit
the scene of her death, the tree known
as Eliza Tree as long as it stood.

By 1820 young William Edings
Baynard had inherited Spanish Wells
and had bought Muddy Creek from his
uncle’s estate. His wide fields of Sea
Island cotton added quickly to his
weaith. He acquired splendid Buck-
ingham Plantation on the nearby main-
land. But not until he was 29 did he
marry the 16-year-old Catherine Ade-
laide Scott, daughter of deceased Island
planter Joseph AdamsScott (1781-1826)

only the planters and their families but
of Grasslawn Plantation and niece of the
son, Squire Pope.

Home was still Edisto Island for the
Baynards but their husky slaves could
row the plantation boats through pro-
tected inland waterways to the Spanish
Wells dock on Calibogue Sound in on-
ly a few hours. Baynard was a highly
successful planter, following both the
advice and example of his greatly-
admired elder brother, Ephraim Mikell
Baynard, for whom he named his first
son in 1830. Three additional children
had arrived by 1840 when local tradi-
tion tells that William Edings Baynard
won the deed to 1,000-acre Braddock’s

James ond Lydia Davant’s markers. She died in 1795, hein 1803.

Point Plantation from Col. John
Joseph Stoney in a poker game. r

It is impossible to verify Beaufort
District Mesne Conveyance Office
records for 1785-1865 since Sherman’s ,
army burned them in 1865 in Gillison-
ville Court House. But after 1840 the
Baynards lived graciously in the tabby
mansion built by Captain Jack Stoney,
now known as the Baynard Ruins.

The Baynard Mausoleum was
erected during this flourishing era and
the handsome Davenport House was
bought to serve as the family’s Savan-
nah town house, In 1843 William
Edings Baynard, Jr, was born and
grew up to be ‘‘a good-locking man®’
as reported by a cousin in the spring of
1864 when on furlough in Lawtonville
from Captain George Cuthbert’s com-
pany. He was killed on Ogeechee River
that fall in a skirmish with Union
troops and never made it to Zion to
join his father and mother.

For William Edings Baynard died in
his prime, only 49, and was funeralized
in Zion Chapel-of-Ease by Rev. Alsop
Woodward, Rector of the parish. Four
months later his posthumous daughter
Anna was born and baptized in Zion.
This youngest child of Braddock’s
Point Plantation was only five in 1854
when her mother, Catherine Adelaide,
herself only 42, was laid to rest behind
the carved marble doors of the
Baynard Mausoleum.

The site of Zion Chapel-of-Ease and
Cemetery is owned by the Hilton Head
Island Historical Society which
periodically has the grounds cleaned.
The Society welcomes gifts for the
fund it has established for the preserva-
tion and beautification of historic
Zion, as well as volunteers willing to
devote time and energy in caring for
this haven of guiet and rest.

““The Lord loveth the gates of
Zion,” (Psalm 87:2) [
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EMEMBRANCE PLANS: Austin Thoman of the Sons of the American Revolution visits

Hilton Head's Zion Chapel of Easa Cemetery where Cherles Davant, a Hilton Head planter.

killed at'the end of the war, is burigd!
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Recognition sought for war casualty

Charles Davant was Hilton Head’s only loss in American Revolution

By lim Littlejohn

Garolina Morning News

HIITON HEAD ISLAND — Charles Davant:

was Hilton Head Island’s pnlymilitary casu-
alfy of the Revolutionary War, and the local
Sons of the American Revolufion want to
commemorate that fact

TDavant was fatally shot-Oct. 22, 1781, while
patrolling Hilton Head Island against possi-
ble British and Tory.raids.

Ironically, this was three days-after British
Gen. Lord Cornwallis surrendered to Gen
George Washington at Yorkiown, effectively
ending hosfilities in the war for American
independence.

The Hilton HeadTsland chapter ofithe Sons
of the American Revolutionplans'to request
that Mayor Tom Peeples designate Oct 22,
the 215th anniversary of Davant’s death, as
“@harles Davant Day” =aid group

spokesman Austin J.Thoman.

Another element of the commemoration
might include a re-epactment of Davants
ambush, Thoman added.

Six months before the ambush, according
to Hilton Head historian Robert E'H.

o NEWS

Peeples, John Leayeraftand a group of patri-
ot zoldiers captured and executed Daufuskie
Island Tory leader Oapt Richard “Tory
Dick” Pendarvis and Tit. William Patterson.

It-took Daufuskie Loyalists severalimonths
1o plana retaliation, butin mid-Ocfober the
‘Daufuskie Royal Militia raided Hilton Head
Island and ‘burned every residence dlong
Skull Creek.

To prevent atecurrence of this tvpe ofiraid,
Davant and other .islanders starteﬂ.
patrolling the marshes and waters on:the
Daufuskie side ofiHilton Head on Oct: 22, the
night of the ambush that'killed Davant.

The South Carolina Society of the Sons of:
the American Revolution, the Daughters of
the American Revolution''and the Hilton
Head Historical Society. are all involved in
gammg further recognition forDavant, a pri-
vate in the South Carolina militia and a
planter on Hilton Head.

The three groups have ordered a 12-inch by
24-inch bronze marker with the dates of
Davant's birth and death and detsiling 'the
eircumstances of his ambush. They plan fo
erect the marker on Davant’s grave in the
Zion Chapel ofEase Cemetery, located atthe

DYV 29, /9‘?@

intersections of Mathews Drive, Folly Field.
Road and T7.S. 278, sometime in Februdry,
Thoman said.

Other improvements also are planned, he
said. The 200-year-old cemetery, especially
the wroughtiron fence arcund the Eifk
Baldwin plot; is in “a.terrible state of disre-
pair,” he said. 3

The local SAR chapter received a ﬁ,@
grant in  QOctober from the Hilton aﬂ
Foundation to beginthe first phase o
More money ds needed to complete the
ject, estimated to cost:$17,000, Thoman sdid.

The SAR chapter also isinterested infind-
ing out more about the so-called “Bloody
Legion,” a group of Davant’s fellow militia-
men who, a few weeks after the ambush,
raided nearby Daufuskie and killed both
Phillip and Abraham Martinangele. Davant
had iidentified them as his killers hefomhe
died, Thoman explained.

The members of the group who tl
Daufuskie were identified in a Charle
newspaper of the period as being a! banﬂ of

W See CASUALTY, Page 2D
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Continued From Page 1D.

[ oS
bénditti
& Peeples described the Bloody Le-
assault’in “A History of Dau-
Jsland and Melrose Planta-
mﬁt Christmas: 1781, fhe Bloody
IWUn ‘crossed to. Daufuskie in
igth. Pvt. Istael Andrews killed
Philif Martmange‘le Philip’s
brother, Abraham: was killed:in his
bed' while holding his infant’ daugh-
ter,”’ Peeples wrote.
;j’!'ﬁ e raiders ‘included Leaycraft

ommander Israel Andrews,
mes Allen, Isaac ‘Baldwin, Lewis

" Bono, John Bull, Wllham CEB'_wdl.é

JamesDavant, Isaac Def¥ids, James |
Erving, John Erving, John Fendon,
Charles Floyd, Nathaniel Gamball,
Patrick McMullen, John Mongin Sr.,
John Mongin Jr., Cﬁmuan 'Rankm
Meredith Rich, Thomas Roberts, .
TDavid Ross, Danid*Savage and Wil
liam Seott: : =

Thoman said: fhat other than Dad |’
vant's brother, James Davant, andi
Tsaac Baldwin, little is known of the
‘members of the Bloody Legion.

“We. would like their descendants
to give us any information avail-
able  Thoman salﬂ “‘We believe
plaque of the ‘Bloody Legion Roll of
Honor. should be erected’ either on
Daufuskie Island or near I:he gite of:
the former Militia Muster House on
Hilton Head.””
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SOUTH CARQLINA DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
P.0. Box 11,188, Capitol Station 29211
Columbia, South Carolina

REVOLUTIONARY WAR 17
AMNDUSH 6
1 In December 1781, Teturning from 32
2 a patrol with the Patriot Militia, 34
3 Charles Davant was mortally 27
4 wounded from ambush near here 29
by Captain Martinangel's Royal 30
6 Militia from Daufuskie Island. He 34
7 managed to ride his horse to his 32
8 nearby plantation, Two Qaks, where 34
9 he died, Captain John Leacraft's 33
10 Bloody Legion avenged his death. 31
Erected by
Hilton Head Isla?g7gistorical Soclety

Approved: South Carolina Department of Archives and History

By

Charles E. Lee, Director ///’

!

Date ! larch 8, 1973



BOME OF MY EXPERIENCES DURING THE CIVIL WAR

AMD THE DAYS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

Dedicated to my Granddaughter, Maner Davant,

&t Whose requgst thia Yittls shateh hps heern written

T e

oo
Elisabeth\Baker Davant

(VB Feb B2 b=22 Apr. 1922)
.13 Sept 1866
Froenk Fiok&iana‘w
{6 Fev 1805 - 21 Moy \91R)
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In Fobruary, 1864, at the cloge of my vacation which I had spent with my
mother and sisters in lower South Cavolina, I started on my return to achool at
Limestone Springs, South Carolina. I had only five months more of study before
graduating and, of course, I was anxious to accomplish that event, so important
in every school girl's life. 1 left homa about ten days before the time for the
apening of schoo} in order to stop in Columbia, South Carolina, for a short visit
with two maiden aunts who lived there. I had been with them only & few days when
I was gyeatly surprised by a notice in the paper from Dr. Curtis, our president,
stating that he would be compellad to suspend the operations of the school on acconnt
of the scarcity and high cost of provisions. This was a bhard blow to me and a bitter
disappointment from which I have never entirely recovered. Of course the war wag
the cause of the trouble, and there was nothing for me to do byt submit. :

The Tressury Department of the Confederacy was establighed in Columbia
and hundreds of ladies were employed there signing, numbering, stamping and
trimming the notes aud doing the various work required. Both of my aunts were
smong theee workers and through their exertions and influence I soon secured a
position, with a salary of $350 a month, Confederate maney.

I had been in Columbia about 2 year when Sherman began his march through
South Carolina. When he was getting uncomfoztably uear the city the Department
Wps ordered to Charlotte, North Carolina, and arrangements were made for all
g;nploygeg who wished to go. The whole city was in a panic and everybody was
trying to geot away as quickly as possible. Ten trains were necessary to accomodate
the Troasury Department, the first loaving about 10 a.m., the others following
immediately after. This was the morning of the night Sherman eatered and burned
Columbia, February 17, 1865.

We reached Charlotte early the next morning and the citizens turned out
""en masse" and served hot breakfast to the weary refugees. The hotels and board-
ing houscs were all crowded so these good people came with their servants bearing
trays of f90d and passed thyough the coaches until all had been served. Many of
these cltigens fourd friends and acquaintances among the refugees and invited them
to thoir homes to airy until better arrangemenis could be made. In one of these
ladies my aunts recognized a friend from their old home, Beaufort, South Carolina,
and she {mmediately asked us to go home with her, which we were very glad to do,
and we found ourselves most comfortably and luxuriously entortained in one of the
handsomest homes in Charlotte.

Through this family we soon became acquainted with the best people in the
city, and they treatied us with the greatest kindness and hoapitality. But it was
out of the question for us to remain long guests of this charming family, so we
began to look arqund for something to do by which to maintain curselves. The
fortunes of war had deprived us of everything, and we were depaendent on our own
exertions for a Uving. The kind friends with whom we were staying, when they
realized our wishea, interosted themselves, and soon obtained for each of my
aunts a position as companion in a wealthy family with a salary, not large, but
aufficlont for thelr needs. I was offcred a positioniin a wealthy Jewlsh family
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and my duties were light and pleasant,

The taking of Beaufort by the Yankeas was one of the early Incidents of the
war and all the white inhabitants had left in 3 panic, leaving thely houaes, furniture
and everything just as they ware. My aunts Rever ssemed to doubt that they could
§9 to Beaufort and take Posadession of thelr home without question. So Wwe began
right away to plan our trip, with Beaufort ag our objective point, 4

The Yankee Army never reached Charlotte during the war but aftor the
surrender the place was Put under Yankee military rule, go in order to lsave the
city we had to got passports from the Yankee general jn control. This wag
humiliating, for st that time feeling in the Bouth was very bitter and it was galling
ta Southern pride to ask any favors of the Yankees. But we muat "give the devi)
his due', and tyuth compels me to 8ay that we were treated with every kindnoss and

We left Charlotte the Iatter part of May and travales 5y rail to Wilmington,
Nortk Carolina, The Fallroads all over the country had been torp up by Sherman's
Army and we had to go a roundabout way to get home. At Wilmington we had to

832y papers and divections, Befors the sun had disappoared in the weat we ware
comfertably seated on the deck of the "Perit", and had begun our trip to New Yorl.
It wae now the firet of June and, notwithstanding all our troubles and regrots, we
really sujoyed the cooling sea breese and the Pleasant sensation of §liding smoothly
over the quiet waves. There wag & full moon, too, and moonlight on the water i
always beautiful,

digression. My grandfathor was a Mason of high degree, and believed {n the order

as ko did hig religlou. He died in 1863, and When he knew the end VAR near and realiged
that he wauld leava his two daughters (these same aunts of mine) alone and unprotected

he told them that he wished them to take the woman's degree in Masonry, and then
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They consented and he sent for some of hia brother Masons and hig daughters

wore initiated. He had several Masonic symbols in sitver indicating the degrees

he bad taken, and after his death his eldest daughter, Aunt Mary, always wore

them on her watch chain., To return to the “Perit", when we stopped at Beaufort,

North Carolina, a Yankee officer wearing a general's uniform came on board,
Observing the Masonic symbols on my Aunt Mary's chain, he approached her and

very politely began to question her about them. When ghe had told him afl he

wanted to know, and that we wore refugeos trying to get home, he asked her if

she would allow him to have the aymbols a lttle while. She readlly handed therm

to him and he went on shore. Iasked her if she wag not afraid she would never

get them back. She answered, 'No. he is a Mason, therefore he is honest. " —R_m
In a littlo while he returnad with his hand full of banknotes, amounting to $50, and told A
that the Masans in his command agked that she would accept them and let them kunow

i they could serve her in any way, )

A little later in the day we stopped at Fortress Monroe where our President,
Jefforson Davis, was then imprisoned. While we weras talking about thia, express-
ing our sympathies for him and wishing for his speedy releass, the captain came
to tell us that he had just learned there was a boat here at Fortress Monroe which
was going south and, if we wished ta change our plans and go with this boat, he
could arrange for us to do so. We told him we would be delighted to make the
transfer at once The only paseengors besides ourselves were our South Cerolina
Gavernor, McGrath, and the Yankes lHeutenant who was taking him to Fort Pulaski
88 a prisoner. On boarding the steamer we were courteously walcomed by
Governor McGrath, who exprassed his pleasure at having us as fellow passengers.
He introduced us to the Yankee lieutonant and commended him to our consideration
@s an ostimable gentloman, who had treated him with great kindness and courtesy.
He was & fine looking young man with pleasing manners, but he wore the despised
klue uniform, which could find no favor in our eyee. However, we had to make
the beat of it. That evening about dark our steamer tied up at Norfolk and the
captain told us we would stay theve until.moraning and asked if we would like to go
up Into the city and walk around. The young Yankee lieutenant very politely asked
if we would allow him to accompany us. So we started off, a mixed company -
Yankees and Rebela. They took us to the theater and then to an ice cream parlor,
and after walking up and down the brilliantly lighted stroets we returnod to the
steamer. The Governor Lad baen left without special guard on the boat while we
Wwere gona, and I could not help wishing that he would take advantage of the circuni-
stances and escspe. But he had been put on his aonor, 80 wo found him where we
left him.

Early the next morning we wers "under way' and in the fullness of time
arrived at Fort Pulaski. where Governor McGrath was left to sexve a term of
weary imprisonment. There was nothing we could ¢u for hiin except to give him
» small supply of tea, coffee and sugay with which we had provided ourselves to
meet any emergencies of the trip. At that time those articles were Very scarce
and were considared quite valuable. Leaving the Goverror under such circumetances
saddened the rest of our journey, which was now noaring its end. The captain
directod his course towards Hilton Head, whero we arrived the next day, and
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were fortunate enough to find a beautiful steamer, '“The Ocean Quean', Juat

about to start for our dear old home city, Beaufort, South Carclina. We were

8oon on board and passing along the familiar scenes our hearte were comforted

by the thought that our troubles would soon be over and we would be in the dear

old home. But not yet was this to be ours. Upon landing at the Beaufort wharf

We wore mat by twe gentlemoen whom we had known in the years gone by - former
citimens of Beaufort, They were much surprised to see us, and asked, "What in
the world are you doing here? " Aunt Mary roplied, ""We have come home to atay.
They answered, "Oh, ¥ou cannot stay here, this is no place for ladies; the negroes
are occupying the houses of their former owners and there are no white people here
except the Yankee garrison in control of the city. v Fortunately for us these gentle-
men had just come to Besufort in a private carriaga to reconnoiter and they kindly
offerad to take us to Allandale, S8outh Carolina, where my mother and sigters were

living.

We started early the next moraing for our homeward ride through the
coumtry, the gentlemen taking it by turne to ride in the wagon which followed with
our baggage. The roads were in a terrible condition, having been cut up by Sherman'g
army wagons which had passed that way shortly before. The roads had been
repaired by putting pine saplings across from one side to the other. It was the
roughest traveling I had ever experienced and we were competled to 8o very slowly.
The weather was exceedingly warm and in the heat of the day we would astop at some
shady grove at the saide of the road or at a lonely cabin that had escaped Sherman's
torch, take our lunch, rest until the cool of the evening, then start again and travel
lute into the night by the light of the moon and the starg. Ve frequently met
Yankee soldiers, sometimes negroes wearing the Yankee uniform and alwaya
heavily armed. One afternoon after we had been tuking our noonday rest in an old
church by the roadside, which gave ovidence of the ravages of war, we were
walking on the road when we becamo aware of about tan or twelve negro soldiers
approaching us. When they wora within a few yards of us the foremoast of the
group deliberately pointad their rifles at us. Iwas more frightened than I had ever
been, and I feel quite sure that the othora were similarly affected. One of the
gontlemen of our party said in a low tone, "Walk right along and do not notice

them." We managed to get by with apparent composuro, but my knee$ trembled.

When within about ten fest of us one of the wretches fired off his gun just
to the side of us. The miserable creatures could not resist the temptation of
giving us a scare, although they did not dare kill us. We rosumed our journey
and traveled most of that night. The next day before noon we reached our destina-
tion. Upon driving into the Allendaie neighborhood the firet pleasant sight that
greeted us was a horseman riding slowly towards us. He wore the gray cavalry
uniform of the Confederacy and sat his horse as only & Southern cavalryman
could. Upon nearer approach ha proved to be an old acquaintance and by way of
parenthesis I may add that in the near future he became my husband, and we spent
more than fifty years together, encountering many ups and downs as all unavoidably
must, especiaily in those trying times just after the close of the war. But upon the
whole we have much to be thankful for and we lUved to gee our children successful
in life and honored by their follow men. My mother was not expecting us, for we
had been unahle to communicate with her, and our arrival was a joyful surprise to
the family. : '
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..’ In the Allendals neightiorhoad were miny young people and the return of
the doldiors greatly sugmericd the numbey. The following scason was very gay.
There were dancing parties, plcuios and eatertalnments of all kinds, with more
than & few weddings. The young peopls were trylag to make up to themselves
for the gloomy five years of war through which they had passed, and the older
people wers glad to sse them enjoying themeelvea.

Elizabeth Baker Davant

*

January 13, 1922,
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o John -settled on Hilton Head's

Indigo Planted At Point Comfors

§.C. Militiaman James Davant
(1744-1803) u
8C. ¢ Militiamnn * Charles
: Davant (1750-1781)

By Dr. Robert E.H. Peeples

James and Charles Davant
were 14 and 8 when their father

Point Comfort Plantation in 1758,
coming from Edisto Island's
 tired soil-to plant indigo.

They knew ~ little about

/ fertilizer then and bothered still

less about it. Their brother Isaac, |

-+ 18, and sister Mary, 10, came toa,
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but were gone before - the
Revolution; - Mary married

‘.«ﬁ, ”E.. inland at 16 and Isaac died in

1772. When their father died in

;1 1768 the three boys continued the

indigo planting with the help of 12

i slaves.: The next year JJames
. married Lydia Page.

Also in 1789, island planter
Richard Bland took to wife
Elizabeth Fendin of St. Helena's
Island, settling six slaves and
..+ 1,600 pounds currency. on her in
™ their marriage agreement. When
he died,in early 1776 Militia Capt.
Lewis Bona and Pvt. Charles
- Davant showed his estate to the

3\ | appraisers, one of whom was’
~F. | James Davant. The young widow

. Bland, with two babies and 25

i slaves to manage, needed help.
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" That summer Charles Davant

{ became master of Two Oaks

-u

Plantation as he married the
. widow Bland.

i By the time war's violence
came to Hilton Head, following

the  December " 1778 fall  of
" Savannah to the British, James
Davant had lost two of his five

«+¢" ¥T babies. Charles was a father, too,”

Bouncing baby boy Charles Jr.
was born in November 1777.

4" During 1779 and 1780 James,

was on duty with the Militia 285
days, resisting both the British

{'campaigns from Savannah tlo

Charleston, the first successfully.
Charles was also on the mainland
on scouting duty under Col.
Benjamin Garden in 1779, in
company with islander {riend

' Christopher Rankin (who would

succeed him as husband to Betsy

- Fendin).
Happily, both brothers
.. managed to avoid Continental
" Gen. Benjamin Lincoln’s

entrapment when he
surrendered on May .12, 1780,

5,000 troops and the City of

Charleston, one: of the
Revolution's most grievous
blunders.

Gen. MecCrady wrote that
“after the 6th of Oclober 1780
there_ was not a Continental
soldier in all South Carolina."”
Yet from the debacle arose the
relentless South Carolina
partisans who, under the
leadership of Generals Francis

~—Marion, Thomas Sumter and

Andrew Pickens, so harassed (in
the truest sense of the word) the
British that what was left of their
grand army under - Lord
Cornwallis fled northward and
collapsed gratefully into the
arms of an astonished George
Washington -at _Yorktown in
October 1781. i

By virtue of their naval
superiority the British still easily
held both Charleston and
Savannah. But Fort Balfour at
Pocatalige had already
surrendered and Wiggins Hill
was won in April, Parker's Ferry
in August. Col. William Harden,
area commander, could
truthfully report to Gen. Marion,
“I have been able to keep the
area from Purrysburg to Pon
Pon (Edisto) clear."” On the coast
ilself the Tories and Indian allies
of the British still harassed
vulnerable patriots.

Three separate sources tell the
story of the Hilton Head Militia

wnif’s " receiving o ‘Egrbled
intelligence early in

ihat a war party from
Daufuskie's Royal Militia unit
was scheduled. Determined to
give them a warm reception, the
Militia met early at the Muster
House and proceeded to Long
Island where a clear watch could
be kept on all movement across
Calibogue Sound. Hours passed
and the night grew chilly. They
concluded their intellipence had
been faulty and eventually
headed for their homes, warm
firesides and beds. Alas, the wily
enemy under Royal Militia Capt.
Philip Martinangele had earlier
ascended Broad Creek with
muffled oars and stationed
themselve, in ambush at Big

lamely”

Gate (where present Marshlands
Road runs southward {from
Mathews Road). They had only to
wail patiently until some patriot
appeared to open the gate en
route home.

Charles Davant and John
Andrews were riding together.
James Davant had turned off
onto Point Comfort Road five
miles earlier, Suddenly the sound
of shots shattered the silence as
31-year-old Charles leaned from

his saddle to open the gate. He,

felt the sting of the hot lead and
simultaneously  saw
Martinangele and his
Abraham with their muskets
smoking. He spurred his horse
homeward to Two Oaks House
(on  present Leg-of-Mutton
Road). There his waiting wile
had heard the shots, had roused
their four-year-old son ' and
hurried down the:front steps
towards the approaching
horseman.” Breathing heavily,
Charles managed to keep his
balance until he could fall into
their loving arms.

Years later his son Charles,
then an old gentieman, pointed to
a spot in the yard of Two Oaks
and told the young Rev. Henry
Talbird, ‘*He fell there, and lived
only long enough to tell how he
had been shot, and to name two of
his murderers. Standing over his
dead body I, as a boy, vowed that
I would kill those men if I lived to
be a man.”

That fierce duty was taken
from him. At Christmas a
detachment of Militia styling
themselves “The Bloody
Legion”, commanded by Capt.
John Leacraft but significantly
including James Davant“and
Israel Andrews, brothers of the
two ambushed comrades,

musiered for- the trip to

. Daufuskie. There Israel Andrews

delivered the coup de grace to
Capt. Philip Martinangele.
Others found 27-year-old
Abraham Martinangele sick in
bed and holding his infant
daughler Margaret in his arms.
He was, nevertheless, quickly
done to death, his wile and three
small daughters plundered of
most of their possessions. Such is
the violence of war.
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