Curry

. Staff reports

John Curry, who helped shape
the state and Lowcountry tour-
ism industry, established Hilton
‘Head Island as a destination
resort and was a key player
behind the town’s incorpora-

tion, died late Friday night -at
Hilton Head Hospital.

Curry, 78, was president of
The Curry Co, aresort opera-
tions and international consult-
ing firm.

His career began at Yosemite
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John Curry, staple of Lowcountry tourism, dies at 78

National Park, where his fami-
Iy’s company operated all con-
cessions and hotel operations.
Curry later moved to the Walt
Disney Co., where he worked
as administrator of hotel plan-
ning and director of resort

operations for Walt Disney
‘World in Orlando, Fla.

He came to Hilton Head Is-
land to serve as executive vice
president of Sea Pines Co.

Please see CURRY on 11A

CURRY
Continued from 1A

He later formed Sand Dollar
Management;a property man-
agement company.

Curry soon got involved
in community activism and
joined:the Community Asso-
ciation, fhe predecessor to the
town povernment. Hebecame
co-chairman of the group as
the push for incorporation
reached a fever pitch in the
early 1980s. Curry was one- of
the main proponents for mak-
ing Hilton Head its own town
so it could enact'its own zoging
regulations and laws. The ef-
fort was successful and Curry
ran for the island’s first mayor,
but lost to Ben Racusin.

Cwiry served as chairman of
the state Hotel and Motel As-
sociation, and for 17 years led
the Hilton Head Chamber of
Commerce’s Visitor and Con-
vention Bureaw. He also was
chairman of the Hilton Head
Island Olympic Task Force.

His workalsoincluded help-
ing to draft'the state’s accom-
modations tax, an overnight
tax anJodging, ensuring that
some of the money collected
returned tosthe industry for
marketing, and served on
the statewide oversight com-
mittee as.well as the town’s
Accommodations Tax Advi-
sory Commities.

He served as the trustee for
the Hilton Head Holdings
bankruptcy, froml?BG to 1987,

The $100 million bankruptcy
involved five of the jsland's
planned communities, includ-
ing Sea Pines. The company
owed $10 million to more
than 2,000 unsecured credi-
tors, many of them local busi-
nesses. Curry oversaw resort
operations, as well as working
to keep the Heritage Classic
professional golf tournament
on Hilton Head. He helped to
establish the Heritage Glassic
Foundation,anonprofit group
thattook over staging the tour-
nament,in 1987 and served on
itsboard until his death.

He was a.member. of the
Beaufort County Aviation
Board; both the South Carolina
and Hilton Head accommoda-
tions tax committees; the Con-
gressional Travel and Tourism
Gaucus Advisory Board; and
S.C. 2000, a group created to
implement the recommenda-
tions of the Commission on
the Future of South Carolina.

In1972, he was named the
Alice Glenn Doughtie Citizen
ofthe Year hy the Hilton Head
Chamber of Commerce.

TniA987ihe was awarded the
Order of the Palmetto by Gov.
Richard Riley for administer-
ing the National Governors
Association Conference, held
on the‘island. In 1993, he re-
ceived the Fred Brinkman
Award at the 5.C. Governor's
Conference on Tourism and

He was a member of First
Presbyterian Church on Hilton
Head Island.
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S FAREWELL TO

By TIM DONNELLY - tdonnelly@islandpacket.com.» 843-706-8145

veritable who's who of Hilton Head Island dignitaries, politicians, com-

munity members and business leaders representing the island’s modern

era filled a church hall Monday to say goodbye to a man many creditwith
v shaping, then saving, their town.

Many of those people talked about how much John Curry will be missed.

Not having him around on the island is like not having the humming of cicadas
bouncing off the palmetto trees, said Dave Ames, afriend of Curry’sfor 20 years.

“Itis so much a part of our island environment,” Ames said ofthe cicada. “ThenT
thought how different the island will be without John. He has been a constant pres-

ence for35 years,

With Curry’s sudden death Friday of a
brain aneurysm at 78, the island lost one
ofits foundingfathers, and the crowd that
packed the 1,000-seat"First Presbyterian
Church showed how broad his influence
reached, from the early days of:Sea Pines
to the recent operations at the airport.

Members of the Heritage Classic Foun-
dation walked up the aisle in the tartan
jackets usually reserved for the Verizon
Heritage golf tournament. Family and
ﬁiendsmingled.uﬁthbusin&s_s associates,
telling stories abouthow Curry remained
a guiding force in the area’s tourism and
hospitalityindustry throughouthxshfe.

John Miller, Curry’spastor at:Eirst Pres-
byterian for 17 years, said he asked Curry
just a few weeks ago when he planned to

“He said he would continue to do what
he was doing until his dying day” Miller
recalled.

Ames, who shared office space with
Gurryand served on the county’s Aviation
Advisory Board with him, shared stories
about Curry’s love of toys, from the small
electronic gadgets such'as a GPS system

and Blackberries, to the large ones, such
as boats, cars and at

“Planes gave him a sense ofifreedom,”

Ames said. “Boats served as ﬂoatmg en-
tertainment centers.”

Flying was a lifestyle chomfo:Cumy,
Ames said, and he used his plane to give
rides to visitors or jowrnalists, and volun-
teered his services for charity flights.

When he served as trustee for theisland
bankruptcy in the 1980s, it was Curry’s
leadership that saved the island from al-
most certain economic disaster, Miller
said. Homeowners have Curry to thank
for their property values today, he said.

_ Curry also was'no stranger to cxriticism. |
He was a lightming rod for people wary
offincreased tourism in the early days of
Hilton Head, when Curry served as execu-
tive vice president ofithe SeaPines Co.He
later sparred with differentinterests over
ling Hilton Head intots own town and
on the future of the girport, another com-
munity institation he had helped support
fordecades.

But despitg differences, Curry always
exuded the warmth of the hospitality
industry he championed, and used his
hearty belly laugh o try to sell others on
|his point of view:

“At the end of the day, he wanted to re-
main affiend,” Ames said. “At John's care
'was a desireto help people.”



A Celebration of Life
in Memory of

JOHN FOSTER CURRY

September 29, 2008 ~ 2:00 p.m.

Be still and know tHhat [ am God.
Psalms 46:10

First Presbyterian Church
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina
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A Celebration of Life in Memory of

John Foster Curry
May 1, 1930 - September 26, 2008

Prelude
Call to Worship & Opening Prayer

*Hymun: Eternal Father, Strong to Save
(verses 1 & 4)

Old Testament Reading

Psalms 91: 1-7, 11

Isaiah 40: 1-8
Special Music: The Last Mile of the Way
Reflections

*Hymn: Joyful, Joyfil, We Adore Thee
{verses 1 & 3)

Meditation

New Testament Reading & The Lord’s Prayer
Romans 8: 35, 38-39

*Hymn: God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand
(verses 1 & 4)

*Benediction

*Postinde

Susan Glenn, organist
Dr. John Miller

No. 562

The Rev. Sam Martin

Lavon Stevens & Friends

David Ames

No. 464

Dr. john Miller

Dr. Douglas Fletcher

No. 262

Dr. John Miller

Susan Glenn, organist

*congregation standing, as able



The Credo of John Curry

It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out
how the strong man stumbled, or where the doer of deeds
coudd have done them better. The credit belongs to the
man who is actually in the arena,
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood,
who strives valiantly, who errs and comes short again and again -
who knows the great enthusiasm, the great devotions,
and spends himself in a worthy cause, who, at the best,
knows in the end the triumph of high achievement,
and, who, at the worst, if he fails,
at least fails while daring greatly so that
his place shall never be with those cold
and timid souls who knotw neither victory nor defeat.

- Theodore Roosevelt -

Kindly remain in your places until the family has departed. The Curry
family will host a reception at the Sea Pines Conference Center immediately
following the memorial service. Enjoy the nourishment as an expression of
God's love, visit with each other in fellowship and celebrate John's life with
laughter and joy.




When he shall die,

Take him and cut him out in little stars,
and he will niake the face of heaven so fine
that all the world will be in love with night,
and pay no worship to the garish sun.

- William Shakespeare -

-
f

No threnody for John -

He filled ench day with all that he loved
and he knew happiness because he gave himself away.
His selfless nature reached beyond his owon station in life
and touched others in profound and lasting ways.

His greatest joy was to be on the water or in the sky,

and it was in the sky that his spirit soared.
Rentember him as a iman who saw possibilities in life,

recogitized no limitations and reached uprard to higher clinibs
so that good could reign.
In all matters he was transparently honest.
May God bless the beauty of his soul
and welcome him gently into his new life.

- With love from Val -
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BACK FROM THE BRINK

'One of Gurry's tuughaﬂt
husiness challenges came in
‘November 1986, when he was
tapped. to run Hilton Head's
largest employer as it plunged:
into'bankruptcy.

Curry wasnamed trustee for
Hilton Head Holdings Corp, a
companythathad hedn cobbled"
togather from the dssets oftwo.
longtime island companies
— the Sea Pinés Co. and the
Hilton Head Co, — less than
two years before. The company
owned property and business.
gperations.in'Sea Pinés, Ship-
yard, Wexford, Port Royal and
Indiizo Run.Its collapse directly
affécted a third of the island, but
the entire community reeled
from the blow.

‘Fhe company was in dabt
to the tune of $100 million,
90 percent, of that in real es-
tate mortgages. Butmore than
2,000 creditors, many ofithem t
lecal’ businegsses, were owetl
$10 million:

‘The bankruptcy threatened
not only individual liveliboods,
But the reputation of Hilton
Head as a first-class resort and.
the future of the island’s pre-
miler sporting event, the Heri-
tage Classic professional golf
_tournament, National media
swarmied to Hilton Head to cov-
er the story of a premier resort.
falling into disrepute,

‘THe istand company had been
wrested from developéerbby
(sinn earlier in 1986 and put in,
the'hands of a New York busi-
nessman, Philip Schwab. But
Scliwab’s financial empire col-
lapsed; along with the savings.
andloanindustry; pitlling down'
marﬂmwmmm

Schwidb 'was supposed to c
‘prop up the failing island com-

m Ihaiead,'ha stated ﬂuli-: r

 ing monrey. it of Hilton Headi

/ Sdhwab said that his rietworth

at/the tinse be took control of
the company was $30 million
to'$60 million; he estimadted'in

1987 thathe owed $500 million.

\When asked in October 1987
'what he hadtold people He
would do to save the comipany,
Schwab replied, “Nobodever
dskéd me’

'U:S. DistrictJudge Sol Blatt]r,
who appointed Curry s trustee,
ard former S,G. Gov.John West:
iucceeﬂatimgemngthﬂ South
Garolina properties separdted
from the rest of Sclwab'shold-
ings. Blaft:took the rare step of
‘holding on to the bankruptcy
‘case rdtiferithan thrn itover to
aU.S. Bankruptcy Courtjudge.
Blatt for many years owied a
house in Palmetto Dunes and:
was a longtime frient] offWest.

Blatt, Weqt and Gurry had no

exp-eriﬁnce. {Atone
of the firsthedrings in the case,
Blatt described himself and
West as “the blind'leading the
blind") Curry’s resort dpera-
tions experience brought him
to the table.

The challenge was to balance
what they thought was rightfor
Hﬂton Headwith the pressures

to sall the company’s assets for
the fost money possible to pay
off creditors, Those competing.
interests made for flery court
hearings, and it eventually re-
sulted'in Blatt's remmoval from
the case By the Fourth Circuit
Courtiof Appeals. The couirt
saidBlatt'sHilton Head ties had
created atleast the appearance
of 3 conflict of interest.

Blatt's activism was extrémely
unosual, bitt the fear:of ldsting
repercussions for Hilton Head
was palpable. InJanuary 1987,
Blaft said, “I'm not:going to su-
pervise the demise of Hilton.
‘Head Island when I'can stop it

Throughout 1987, Curry and
‘his'team striggled to keep re-
‘'sort: and real estate operations
going while figuring ot how
to'keep the gated commiunities

atight in the bankruptcy as
i !
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