P Meditations from Under the Hill

[Emitor's Note: Afiss Underhill has twril-
ten her meditation under the essumption
that the “Rolling Stone” Enown g0 well o
many New Englanders, cspecially io those
whe Heve in the Filchburg region, 1will be
known to our readers generally, Perhaps
it ahould be said to those who ars not
familiar 1with the facts that the “Rolling
Stong” is an cnormous Uoulder delicately
balanced on a cliff above Fitchburg. It {s
e famous landmark of the district, and has
given its name to one of our lcading churches,
the Rollsione Congregational Church of
Fitehturg.)

I wander along a country roadside, per-
chancg I step over the wall and climb a
pasture hill for o view down the fertile val-
ley of our loved Connecticut 1tiver, to where
the first mountain shuts off the view in that
dircetion and turns it east and west.

More hills come to vidw on every hand
and, all about, one sees stones—from the
pebble, thrown out of the highway by =&
swiftly passing motor ear, up to the “Hills
of the Qld Granite State,” some of which
are veritanble blocks of immovable stone,

In faney he travels afar, even to the home
of the ruby or the diamoend, and his eyes
feast on the beauty of their glenming luster.

However, one is reminded that even as
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there were in olden time “vessels of copper,
precious as gold,” that there is at the pres-
ent many a brown stone, precious as a
diamond.

One there was that started fourscore years
ago from & mossy wall, in n little New
England town.

Time and a certain Inherent ambition took
this pebble (for never in these days was it
dignlfied by the name of stone), to mingle
with others of its kind, nnd to be jostled
ttbout, fitting in here and there, for a chink
or a trig, us need required. Always, I be-
lieve, it fitted, and filled the space assigned,
though perchance It bore many a hard knock.

In course of time the demands of busi-
ness bore it to a metropolis, where for a
time It entered into the structure of the
lmsy muarts of manufacturing; and then
again It took to the road and became n
“Itolling Stome,” traveling here and there,
making new contacts and adding luster by
the process.

Early in these years, this one-time pebble
was built into the structure of z certain
church, of the faith whose congregation gives
it its name, and from henceforth he beenme
1 “Stone.”

But here enters what may seem a mis-
nomer, ns this church is named the Roll-
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stone Church. But why not? May not even
the “Rolling gtone” of proverbial fame,
which “gathers no moss,” have & fold and
o shepherd? The present shepherd of thig
fold has written of this member the follow-
ing appreclation :

“A RoLLiNe STOoNE"

I know & certain rolling stone,

Who's roamed about, from zone to zZone,
For fully fourscore years,

And in his rolling round the earth
Ie’s not grown fat—indeed his girth

A waspy walst line nears.

For he has spent his years since birth
In kindness, goodwill, friendship, mirth,
A better world to make:

Such service from o man or stone
Wears off rough edge; adda zest or tone:
Years lived for His nume's sake.

So fill the glass with H-2-0:

Away with sorrow, tears and woe!
Let's drink a jolly teast

To Babbitt—eighty winters young:
Good wishes sound from every tongue,
Of friends from coast to coast.

Let no one think that the little pebble
that, perchance, he has kicked from hie path,
or even the rolling stone on the hillside, is
useless. Eaech has o part in God's plan.
IPiil your niche!



From East to West

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Lyme Celebrates 150th Anniversary

The Congregational Chureh of Lyme cele-
brated its 150tk anniversary, Aug. 30. From
11 te 12 o'clock . was observed as a |
goeinl hour during which many absent and |
pust members of the church returned, greeted
one another, nnd renewed old acguaintance
und reecalled old memories.

After the dinner, letters of greecting were
rend from the five living ex-pastors and from
numercus friends who were unable to attend, |
A notable fenture of this hour was the at-
tendance of descendants from four of the
pastors of the olden time. The first pastor,
Rev. Willinm Conant, was represented by
Miss Sarah Conant, fifth in descent, Rev.
Nathaniel Lambert, the second pastor, wasl
represented by Mr. Roger Lambert, his grand- |
son. The Rev. Baxter Perry's memory was |
presented by Mrs. Payson Fairfield, his grand-
daughter and the Rev. I3, I. Butler had for
his representative, his daughter, Mrs. Mary
Butler Tomeroy. |

At 2.30 o'clock, P. M. formal services were
eld in the auditorium of the church and the |
pastor, Rev. Geo, M. Woodwell, gave an his- |

When Sunday Comes |

By John Andrew Holmes |

A congregation is a body of people who

are willing to pay good money to be told |

plaiuly of their faults. No sensible church

will employ a minister to say only sweet

things to it, as no wise patient will eall

a physician merely to administer an ice-
cream soda.

torical niddress of the founding of the church
nnd its two co-operating organizations.

He was followed by Rev. William Slade, of
Thetford, Vt.,, whose address presented most
clearly the mighty influence upon that early
church life of Eleazar Wheelock, the founder
of Dartmoutl College, Rev. Dr. Asa Burton,
of Thetford and Rev. Peter Powers, of New-
bury, Vt.

There was also present and participating in
the services, Rev. John Cownan, of Dristol,
N. H., a former pastor of the church. An in-
teresting letter from the church of Old Lyme,
Ct., wos received and read. (A pleasant feature
of this anniversary was the gift of a Howard
tower-clock from Mrs. Sarak Converse, o long-
time member of the ehuFeh Fitev. Menry A. Ila-
ven, formerly the Secretary of the National
Council wae for several years the pastor of
the church.

This church was organized in the same year
with that connected with Dartmouth College.
The frat Predident of that college, Ileazar
Wheelock, was closely connected with its or-
ganization or “imbodiment'” a8 it was dquaintly
termed. Mhe College Church was represented
at the celebration by Prof. C. D. Adams,
Yrof. Charles Emerson and Prof. George Lord.
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__Bradford,

Treasured W]

i Personal influence exerted by,
one of Americe’s greatest pocts
was hroughti to life for Bradford
academy English elasses th's waek
when| Lowrénce [Undarhill of Pier-
mont brougHl {o sahoal a‘ detter
wriften Ty John Greenleaf Whii~
tier lo his greal - crandmoiher,

—— —

Stewantstown, 27 @, in 1877,

“The letter which follsws was an
answer [rom the poel, than 70, to
ane wrilten hy Mrs. Converse toll-
ing. of the comfort she had 7e-
celvel from his works,

The Poot's Isetier
Oakdale, Danvens, Mass.,
T4t mo. 8, 1877,
My dear Mr: Convirso,

T owe thee an apdlogy far not
sgoner repiving io thy letter. The
teuth is T ree’d. it just as I -was
leaving Amesbiry and after read-
ing il laid it aside with soveral
ather letters received al *he same
matl and in gome upavcounted
way It was mislaid, T was not
surc ol the nsme, though T
thoughi' H. was Converse, anfl T
fropped o ling 1o the p. m, of ﬁ:‘lr
town adking if a lugdy named Mrs.

Gonverse lived there and T have

Eriday,

rmont Family
hittier Letter

Mys. William, A. G. Capveese, nfl

| S_h:;lr@s.

X

Just had his answar in the affirm-
ative. T was unwilling th e should

think for a moment that thy kind
létter was indifferent to me.

‘becn a sotivce of comlort  and
pleasure ta thge, gives me a feol-
ing of gratitude and “joy; and at
the same time. the circimstances
‘under which thy lotior was writ-
len have callell oul my decpost

sympathy.
T am myssl[ an invalid, suffor-

957,

To |
know {hat any words of mine have |

|'ing much from protracted neunpal-
fgin and distress in my head, and
‘during - thizs wintor - have  heon
‘mostly confined to the house. At
this time oflife 1! can handly hope
far soind Tienlih again,

Muy ihe teavest Loril and Fa-
ther — offer all tenfeely comfort
apd =utain thee in thy houns .of
Weainass anfl trial! Cur only
toust (and it/ is a2 sure bne) is dn
the Infinifc Goodness. Nol in onr
jown works or wordls bul in Iiis
|mercy, musf, ‘he ' our’ reliance in
{time anil dternity. and “ITis morey
|em1urr.lrh forever”. -
| Withi thanks far thy lp(ier and

| with  much sympathy I am ‘thy
| Iviend, y i |
‘)Q John G. Whittinr, i'
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