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Deacon Edward Convers, Jan. 30, 1590 - Aug. 10, 1663
Sarah > - Jan. 14, 1661

Sergeant Samuel Convers, 1637 -~ Feb. 20, 1669
Judith Carter, - 1677

Samiel Convers, April 4, 1662 ~ 1732
Dorcas

Thomas Convers, Oct. 28, 1699 - 1760
Abigail Fay, Jan. 19, 1709 -

Joel Converse, Sept. 2, 1750 - June 29, 1822
Elizabeth Bixby, Sept, 2, 1762 ~ Nov. 12, 1850

Joel Converse, Jr., Nov, 5, 1785 - May 22, 1874
Abigail Coult, March 6, 1791 - QOct. 11, 1869

Merilla Theresa Converse, Sept. 7, 1826 - Jan. 5, 1892
Harrison Willard Babbitt, March 31, 1812 - Aug. 4, 1885

Clara Frances Babbitt, June 5, 1849 ~ Feb. 22, 1934
Amherst Lanman Holcombe, March 29, 1822 - Oct. 14, 1894




The Converse Family,

1. DEACON EDWARD CONVERS was one of the seleet company of
Puritans who eame from England to this country in the fleet with Winthrop,
whose ship, the Arbella, preceding the other vessels of the fleet, arrived at
Salem 12 June 1630, after a stormy passage of sixty-three days. With him
came his wife, Sarah, and children, Josiah, James and Mary. They settled first
in Charlestown, Mass, “Edward Convers and Sarah Convers, his wife,” were
among the first members of the church received on the Sunday following its
organization in Charlestown 30 July 1630, and which included in its congre-
gation members on both sides of the river, (he majority of whom had re-
moved to Boston within a few months. This was the First Chureh of Bos-
ton, and from it Fdward and Sarah Convers and thirty-three other members
were dismissed 14 October 1632, to be embodied as the First Chureh of
Charlestown, entering into mutual covenant for this purpose 2 November
1632.

The name of Edward Convers appears among those who “desire to be made
freemen’” 19 October 1630, and took the oath as such 18 May 1631, these being
the first to be admitted to the company in New England.

He established the first ferry between Charlestown and Boston under the
vote of the General Court of 9 November 1630, and 14 June 1631 was authorized
to charge, for ferrying, “ two pence for every single person, and one penny
apiece if there be two or more.”  This lease was renewed 9 November 1637,
for threg years, Mr. Convers agreeing to pay therefor forty pounds each year
into the Colonial treasury. This ferry crossed the river where the Charlestown
bridge now crosses it, and wascalled the “Great Ferry,” to distinguish it from
the ferry operated by Thomas Willinms between Chardestown and Winnisimmet.
Mr. Convers held the lease of the “Great F erry " until 7 October 1640, when
it was granted for the support of Harvard College.  Rev. Jolm Juy Putnam,
the author of the valuable monograph entitled “ Family History in the line of
Joseph Convers of Bedford, Mass.,” says that this surrender of the lease of the
ferry for the benefit of Harvard College has been ascribed to an aequaintance
with John Harvard, whose generous bequest to the college led to the adoption
of his name as its title, and this is probable from the fact that they were fellow
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) The Converse Family

townsmen, and, moreover, in 1638, Harvard owned 120 acres of land in Water-
field (Charlestown Village) not far from the location where Convers so shortly

after established a home.
.

In the Colonial records the name of Edward Conversappears 28 September
1630 as one of a jury impanelled to inquire concerning the death of Austen
Bratcher. We also learn therefrom that 7 October 1640, he was appointed,
with two others, to “ sel the bounds betweenc Charlestown & Mr. Cradock’s farme
on the other side of the Mystick Ryver;” and in December 1641 it was ordered
“(hat Lieft Sprague and Edward Convers should repair the bridge at Mead-
foard over Mystick Ryver & the same ta bee paid for out of the treasury.”

Edward Convers served Charlestown as eclectman from 1635 unti! his re-
moval in 1640 to the new town, in the projection of which he was active and
prominent, and which afterwards was called Woburn. It was first called Charles--
town Village, and consisted of a grant by the General Court of territory two miles
square on the western border of Charlestown. This was afterwards en-
larged to four square miles, and included what is now Woburn, Winchester,
Wilmington, and Burlington. Edward Convers was one of a small company
who went in May 1640, and in September and November of the same year,-to
explore the new territory. On one oceasion they narrowly escaped death by
the fall of a large tree under which they had rested during a great storm in the
night and on another were overtaken and lost in & snow storm. He was one of
the committee of thirteen chosen by the town of Charlestown, 4 November
1640, to “sett the bounds betwixt Charlestown and the Village, and to appoint
the place for the village.” It was, however, by the instrumentality of seven
commissioners appointed by the church of Charlestown that the establishment
of the town and church of Woburn was cffected.  Sewall’s History of Woburn
siys that the name of Edward Convers stands at the head of these seven com-
missioners appointed by the Chureh for effecting the settlement of Woburn, and
that he appears 1o have been ever zealous and persevering in his labors for
thisend, and that after the incorporation of the town in 1642 he became one of
its most popular and uscful citizens. After the Church in Charlestown had
aided as she did in the plan of establishing the new settlement as a distinet
town, she became alnrmed lest the project would tend to depopulate Charles-
town, and interposed some opposition to the plan.  But, as Sewall, in his History
of Woburn, says:—“She soon found that the spirit of emigration which she
herself had helped to raise and foster she could not check or put down at will.
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She therefore prudently yielded to eircumstances; and within a fortnight from
(he time she began to frown upon their work, full power was given to Edward
Convers and Company to go on with it anew.”  Many other disheartening
Jifficultios and trials were encountered in effecting the new settlement, The
History of Woburn shows tHe first settlers to have been a courageous, hardy,
inlustrious, charitable, sober and pious race of men.

Rev. Leander Thompson in his sketeh of Edward Convers referred to below,
says that *to the persistent encrgy of Ldward Convers more than to any other
one man, the success of the seven commissioners seems to have been due.” Also,
« gutstripping all others in his zeal”” he built the first house in Woburn previous
{ 4 January 1641, which was at the mill once called by his name in the South
Village, now Winchester. He also built this first mill there,—a corn mill. Of
the first bridge built in Woburn (10 February 1640-1) and the first house built
there, Sewall says, in History of Woburn:—

“This bridge, the first that was built in Woburn they cailed Cold Bridge.
It was in after times better known as the ‘Convers Bridge’ from the name of
the proprictor of the adjacent mill, and, as it is said in the records to have been
laid ‘over against Ebwarn Convans' hows, it is inferred that that house,
whieh continued many years in the oceupation of that distinguished family,
amd the site of which is still well remembered, was either already standing when
the bridge was built, or that it was erected immediately after, and before the
entry just quoted from the records was made, and that it was the first built
dwelling house in Woburn.”

In the back of this book will be found an Historical Sketch of Winchester,
Mnss., which contains a picture of this house, and many references to Deacon
Edward Convers. The Winchester Record, of October 1885, containg a picture
of the site of Deacon Edward’s house.

Upon the organization of the town of Woburn, 13 April 1644, Edward Con-
vers was chosen one of the seven selectmen, he being named second in the
record; and he continued to serve the town as selectman until his death in 1663.
On 3 March 1649, he was one of four selectmen appointed to negotiate with
the town of Charlestown the matter of the disputed boundary between the
two towns.

From 1649 to 1660 he was one of the three commissioners for the trial of
small causes.  Of these officers Sewall’s History of Woburn says:—

“The appointment of these commissioners was sanctioned by law in all
towns where there was no magistrate, and they constituted an inferior Court
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of Justice, having the power of magistrates (except. that of committing to prison)
to hiear and determine according to their own best judgment all causes in which
one of the parties belonged to the town in which they presided, and in which
the debt, trespass, or damage did not exceed forty shillings. In Woburn Rec-
ords they appear to have been elected by the people with other town officers,
but the law required them to be licensed by the County Court, or by the Board
of Assistants. They continued to be appointed in this town, though not uni-
formly every year, till 1674; were frequently the same persons as three of the
Selectmen; and were always men of great weight of character, and of princi-
pal influence in the town.”

In 1660 Edward Convers-was Deputy to the General Court.

He was one of the first two deacons chozen by the Church in Woburn, and
continued in that office until his death.

He was also one of the tithing men, who, Sewall says, were wont to be men
of the first respeetability in the town.

In May 1663, Tsaae Cole, Constable, and Edward Convers, one of Captain
Johnson's ussociates in the hoard of seloetmen at Woburn, were arraigned; the
former for refusing to take and publish the King's letter, and the latter for having
spoken of it us Popery. The Court, after a hearing, discharged Convers, on
the ground that his language did not reflect on his Majesty's letter.

An evidence of Deacon Edward Convers’ high sense of justice and honor
has come down to us in the record of his satisfactory settlement of a difference
with a ncighbor, Robert Hule, because of the overflow of the lutter’s adjacent
meadow in 1649, in consequence of Deacon Convers’ erection and operation
of his mill on the Abajona River.

Deacon Edward Convers was known as a man of influence, energy, strength
of charaeter and of substaatial estate. The following is from a sketch of his
life written by Rev. Leander Thompson of Woburn, and published in the
Winchester Record in October 1885:—

“Among the first settlers of Woburn Edward Convers has always been
regarded as o pioncer and leader . . . A man of more than usual enter-
prise, we find him from the very outset ever restlessly pushing forward sorbe
new work. . . . It is hardly too much 1o say that he was on every com-
mittee and had a part in every movement that had the new settlement in view.
. Six of the seven commissioners were on the town committee of thir-
teen, and to these six men, with Edward Convers at the head, was due the success
of the enterprise they had in view. . . . From the time of the organization
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of the town of Woburn until his death he appeared, as ever before, to have been
a foremost man in all public business. . . . As a member of the Church
he was ever prominent. . . . TFrom all that has been ascertained respect-
ing his religious character we readily infer that he was a man of strongly
marked idiosynerasies. Prompt, clear headed, devout, conscientious, out-
spoken, and unflinching, yet prudent, sclf contained, and uniform are the ad-
jectives that best deseribe his whole career.”

This sketch of Dencon Edward Convers is taken principally, hy permission
of Mr. Wm. G. Hill of 84 Converse Avenue, Malden, Mass., from “ Family Rec-
ords of Deacons Jumes W. Converse and LElisha 8. Converse,” edited by Mr.
Hill, and privately printed in 1887, From thut book, also by Mr. Hill's per-
mission, comes much of the record herein of Deaeon Edward Convers' descend-
ants in the line of his grandson, Samuel, Jr.* down to the fourth generation
inclusive.

Mr. Hill, in his book, gives an account of what he states he had proof
was the English ancestry of Deacon Edward Convers, the place of his residence
in England as Wakerly, County of Northampton, the date of his birth as 30
January 1590, and his first wife as Jane Clarke, who died probably before 1617
and was the daughter of William Clarke of Theckenhan, Worcestershire, Eng-
land. Mrs. Sarah Convers died 14 January 1661-62, and Deacon Edward again
married, 9 September 1662, Joanna Sprague, the widow of Ralph Sprague of
Charlestown, Mass., the last two dates being from Woburn Records. .

Richard Frothingham, in his History of Charlestown, Mass., BayS:—
“She (Joanna) may have heen Edward Convers’ third wife.” She bore no
children to him, and she died 24 February 1679-80.

Deacon Edward Convers died in Woburn 10 August 1663. His will was
dated August 1659, and recorded 7 October 1663. His estate was valued at
£827. In his will he mentions his wife, Surah; his sons, Josiah, James, and
Samuel; Edward, the son of James; his daughter Mary and her children
by her first marriage: his *‘kinsman, Allen Convers;” “his kinsinan,” John
Parker; and his ‘‘ kinswoman” Sarah Smith. Mr. Eben Putnam suggests that
Sarah Smith may be the Sarah Converse named in the will of Samuel Fuller
of Plymouth, the good physician who relieved the sick at Salem and Charles-
town, dated and probated in 1633. The reference is as follows: * whereas
there is a childe comitted to my charge called Sarnh Converse, my wife dving
ng afore 1 desire my Brother Wright may have the bringing up of her. And
if he refuse then I comend her to my loving neighbor and Lrother in Christ
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Thomas Prence® . . . to performe the duty of a step Father unto her and
bring her upin the Fear of God as their owne which was a charge laid upon
me by her sick Father when he freely hestowed her upon me.”

Nothing has thus far heen discovered to show the relationship between Allen
Convers andd Deacon Edwand Convers other than that the latter mentions Allen
Convers in his will as o “ kinsman,” and made him an overseer of his will.  Allen
Convers was first in Salem.  Land wns granted him there in 1639. He was in
Woburn in 1642, taxed there in 1645, made freeman in 1644, appointed Com-
missioner of the Rate in Woburn in 1666, taught school there in 1676, and
died 19 April 1679 (Sewall’s Woburn). His widow, Elizabeth, died 9 August 1691,

Rev. Mr. Putnam, in “Fumily History in line of Joseph Convers of Bed-
ford, Mass.,” says that the children of Alen Convers and wife, Sarah, were
Zechariah (born 11 October 1642), Elizabeth, Sarah, Joseph, Mary, Theophilus,
Samuel, Mary again, and Hannah. Judge Parker L. Converse (born Woburn 14
February 1822, died there, 21 April 1899), author of “Legends of Woburn,”
was a deseendant of Allen Convers. A genealogy of this family will be found in
the New England Historical Genealogical Register, Vol 50. A brief genealogy
of the iminediate deseendants of Edward Convers, cspecially connected” with
Woburn will be found in “Woburn Marriages,” pp. 325-331. published by
the town and compiled by Alfred C. Vinton.

Children of Deacon Edward and Sarah Convers:

Josian Convens,' DEacon, horn in England probably in 1618; died in Woburn, 3 Feb.
1689-90; married Esther Champney. (2)

James Convens,” LIEUTENANT, born in England probably in 1620; died in Woburn 10
May 1715; muarried Anna Long. (3)

Many Convens,! born in England in 1622; marricd, 1st, Simon Thompson; married
2nd, John Sheldon, (4)

HamueL Convens! SErranT, baptized in Charlestown, Mass., 12 March 1637; died
20 Feb. 1669; married Judith Carter. (5)

* Afterward governor of the colony.
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3. MARY CONVERS? (Deacon Edward'), born, in England, 1622; m
riedNgrst, 19 Decemler 1643, Simon Thompson? (James!) who died Ma
marriedsgeond, 1 February 1659, John Sheldon, of Billerica, Mass,
24 May 16

James Thom
Convers® (Capt. Jo3

n's great grandson, Ebenezer Thompso arried Hannah
qh,! Major James® Lient. James2

Nimon and Mary (Convers)

Joux Tromrson,? born 4 April 16
Sanan THompson,? horn 20 Feb?

OHN SHELDON,? born 1660; died 27 Aug. 1724,

5. SERGEANT SAMUEL CONVERS® (Deacon Edward'), of Woburn,
Mass., youngest son of Deacon Edward Convers, was baptized 12 March 1637-8,
in the First Church, Charlestown, Mass. : born probably but a few days or weeks
earlier; died 20 February 1669. He married, 8 June 1660, Judith Carter,
daughter of Rev. Thon:as and Mary (Parkhurst) Carter. Rev. Thomas Carter
was the first minister in Woburn, and continued in that position forty-two years.
He died, in Woburn, 5 September 1684, in the seventy-fourth year of his age.
He matriculated at St. Johns College, Univ. Cambridge, England, 1 April 1626,
at which University he took degree of A.B., January 1629-30, and M.A., 1633.
Sewall's History of Woburn says that he came to this country, while yet a
student of divinity, in 1635, and may reasonably be supposed to be the Thomas
Carter who embarked with for y others, at London, 2 April 1635, on board the
“Planter,” Capt. Nicholas Trarice, bound to New England. The passengers
brought with them certifieates from the minister at St Albans in Hertfordshire,
which has led to the supposition that Rev. Thomas Carter came from that
place. He was first in Dedham where he took the freeman’s oath 9 March
1636-7. Thence he removed to Watertown, where he was an Elder in the
Church, and proprietor of a homestead of ten acres, and a farm of ninety two
acres. It was probably in Watertown that he married Mary Parkhurst, who
died 28 March 1687. She was the daughter of George Parkhurst, Senior, of
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Waterfown, but was long supposed to have heen horn a Dalton.  The late
Willinm H. Whitmore, however, in New England Historical Genealogical Reg-
ister, Vol. 37, p. 364, printed a deed of Ruth wife of Rev. Timothy Dalton, of
Humpton, dated 22 Mareh 1663-4, and also her will dited 8§ December, 1665.
Mr. John L. Blake of Orange, N.J., in a most ecarefully prepared monograph
entitled the English Home of Timothy Dalton, makes clear the exact relation-
ship in which the Daltons and Carters stood.  Mr. Whitmore assumed that
Ruth Dalton was the sister (or possibly the sister-in-law) of George Parkhurst,
Sr., of Watertown, Mass. In that case, Deborah Smith, Elizabeth Merry, Phebe
Arnold, Joseph Parkhurst, George Parkhurst, and Mary Carter, who are known
to have been his children, were respectively the nephews and nieces of Mrs.
Dalton. These were all beneficiaries under the deed aforesaid. In Sewall's
History of Woburn, page 161, the wife of Rev. Thomas Carter is described as
“Mrs. Mary (Dalton) Carter.” Her son in law, John Wyman, Jr., “reseved” a
part of the *legeisie weh whas given to my mother-in-law Merri Carter by Mrs.
Ruth Dalton of Hampton deiseised.”

Little is known of George Parkhurst, whose name is somelimes spelled,
Parkers, and Parkis. It is not known when he came to America, or whether
he hrought o wife with him, hut he brought at least two children, viz:—George
and Phebe who warried Thomas Arnokl.  George Parkhurst, Senior, married
about 1645, Susanna, widow of John Simpson of Watertown, and about that
time removed to Boston. In 1642 he was proprictor of a homestead of 12
acres, and five other lots of land in Watertown. Mr. Eben Putnam, genealo-
gist, suggests that Sir Robert Parkhurst, knt., of London, who died in 1636,
was conneeted with many of the New England families, and may have been &
relative of George, but adds that there is no suggestion of this in his will
printed in Waters’ Gleanings.

“When Rev. Thomas Carter was first invited to preach at Woburn 3 Novem-
ber 1641, it is mentioned as a reason for his not being applied to earlier that it
had been doubted whether Watertown would be willing to part with him.” He
was appointed minister of the Chureh in Woburn in 1642, and was ordained
22 November 1642. There is an account of his ordination in “The History of
New England from 1630 to 1640 by John Winthrop, Esq., First Governor of
Mass.,” and also in Capt. Edward Johnson’s “ Wonder-Working Providence, v
which deseribes him as a “reverend, godly man, apt to teach the sound and whole-
some truths of Christ,” and one who had “much encreased with the encreasings
of Christ Jesus.”  And in the following lines addressed by him in the same
work to Mr. Carter, he is represented as a plain, but very faithful and successful
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minister, a pastor of distinguished humility and meekness, and in gentleness to-
ward his flock us rather exceeding than otherwise:—

«(arter, Christ hath his wayes thee tnught, and thou
Hast not. withheld his Word, but unto all
With's ward of power dost couse stout souls to bow,
And meck zs lambs before thy Christ to fall:
"The antient truths, plain paths, they fit thee bhest,
Thy humble heart all haughty acts puts by;
The lowly heart, Christ learns his lovely hest,
Thy meckness shows thy Christ to thee is nigh.
Yet must thou shew, Christ makes his bold to be
As lions, that none may his truths tread down;
Pastoral power he hath invested thee
With. it maintain, leest he on thee do frown.
Thy youth thou hast in this New England spent,
Full sixtcen vears to water, plant, and prune
Trees taken up, and for that end here sent;
Thy end’s with Christ; with's saints his praises tune.”

From the time of his ordination he ministered thirty six years constantly
without aid til Rev. Jabez Fox was invited to assist him, and from that time
he ministered, in connection with Mr. Fox, about six years more, till his death.

gewall's History of Woburn says:—" Mr. Carter appears to have lived se-
cluded in great measure from the world; and hence heis seldom if ever named
in history among the eminent clergymen of his duy. Still there is abundant
evidence that he was & very pious, exemplary man, an able and sound preacher
of the gospel, and one whom God honored and praspered in his work. Under
his ministrations the church was greatly enlarged and built up, and the town
fourished, and was for the most part in peace. Mr. Chickering in his dedi-
cation sermon thus speaks of him .—*During his ministry, which was prolonged
more than forty two years, there appears to have been the greatest harmony
between him and the Bociety.’ In 1602-3, John Maningham, a student at
Jaw of the Middle Temple, London, kept a diary that has been preserved in the
British Museum, which contains this grim definition of a Puritan:— A Puritan
s one who loves God with all his soul, and hates his neighbor with all his heart.’
This appears to be disputed by the life of Rev. Mr. Carter,' who followed rather
the command of his Divine Master to love his neighbor as himself, never join-
ing in persecution of Indians, Quakers, Baptists, Churchmen, or poor old women
charged with witcheraft.’ "
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This aceount of Rev. Mr. Carter is from Sewall’s Woburn, and a pamphl
ontitled “The Carter Family Reunion at Woburn, Mass., 11 Junc 1884, with
Historical Address by Samuel R, Carter,” Boston, (oburn Bros.& Snow, Printers,
1884, - The latter book says that Mr. Pavor, an English genealogist was em-
ployed to traee the pedigree of Rev. Thomas Carter but coukd find no further
rocord of him in the University of Cambridge than his matriculation and grad-
nation as ahove specified: nor could yecord of him be found in the town of
St. Alhans, consisting of three parishes, of which the records of the Abbey par-
ish for the desired period had been burned, those of St. Michael did not extend
us far back as Rev. Mr. Carter’s time, and those of St. Peters had no record of
him. Nor was any record of him found in Walford, which included the Manor
of Garston, Nevertheless Mr. Pavor was of opinion that Rev. Mr. Carter was
descended from Richard Carter, lord of the Manor of Garston, whose arms were
argent, a chevron sable, between three Catherine wheels, vert. “A coat of
arms in the possession of the venerable Charles Carter of Marlborough, Conn.,
was found to he identical with that of the Garston Carters, and can be traced
back to the fourth and perhaps the third generation of Rev. Thomas, and in
my mind fully confirms the conjecture of Mr. Pavor.” So says Mr. Samuel
R. Carler in the historical address above mentioned, and he also states that
the Virginia Carters claim the same English ancestry as cluimed for Rev. Thomas,
their first ancestor in this country (John Carter) having brought the coat of
arms of the Garston family.  Mr. Samuel R. Carter questions whether Rev.
Thomas may not have heen the Thomas Carter aged 25, who, with John Carter,
aged 22, cmbarked on the * Safety’” 10 August 1635 for Virginia; yet he states
{hitt, he has not examined this carefully enough to warrant & decided opinion.
Mr. Williarn ;. Hill and the historian Sewall mention only the embarkation
on the “ Planter,” as above.

Judith, wife of Samuel Convers, survived him, and married Giles Fifield,
of Charlestown, 2 May 1672, and died 1677.  Giles Fifield’s will was proved
25 October 1676, in which he gives to his wife Judith “all she brought him.”
1t also states, “1 further give and bequeath unto Sanuel Convers, and Abigail,
his sister, as a Legaei of my love, to each of them ten shillings in silver, to be
payed unte them by my exccutor”’ Judith Fifield’s estate was appraised 3
October 1678.

Snmuel Convers? was admitted freeman, 1666, and was Sergeant in the Wo-
burn Train Band. He ecame to an untimely death by an accident in the corn
mill which he inherited jointly with his brothers from his father, Deacon Ed-
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wurid Convers.  The records of his death, on file st East Cambridge, are as
follows:—

“We, Isaac Brooks and James Thompson, being about the 21 of Feb, -69, in
the Corne mill belonging to the Converses, at Wooburne, on of a suddain we heard
a veice about the mill wheel saying stop the wheel, upon wh the said Thompson
did run to the mill gate & looking towards the mill wheel he saw as he thought a
man laid down and eried out my unkle is killed. Tsaak in the mean time did run
to the water wheel and found Samuel Converse with his head fastened between
the water wheel and water wall.

The said Thompson in the mean time did shut the gate and came running to
the sd Brooks. Now the water wheel being turned backwards did raise upwards
and wee seeing his head cleared went unto him and did take him up alive who
bled excessively, We did carry him into his house and soon after we brought
him in his bleeding stopt & and in about half an houres time as we conceive he
was quite departed.

THE VERDICT OF THE JURY OF QUEST ON THE DEATH OF SAMUEL CONVERSE,

We subseribed being by the Constable of Wooburn Summoned & jury of quest
upon the suddain and untimely death of Seargt. Samuel Convars late of Wooburne,
upen examination of the Witnesses that did take him up, geing to the place from
whence he was taken up & viewing of the Corps, doe conceive that the said Con-
Vvars was cutting some ice from off the water wheele of the corne mill & so over-
reaching with his axe was caught by his coate with some parte of the wheele whereby
his coate was rent to the Choller thereoff & that not giving way his head was
drawne untill it was sucked in between the water wall & the water wheele. now
as is said he did call to shutt down the wheel but in 2l probabillitic he received
his mortall wound soone after he spake to stop the wheele. We saw much blood
in the place whereabouts he was judged to stand, also there was blood upon the
sn0w from the place to his house, as is said he was ecarried to his house alive and
being set in a chair his hlood quickly settled within him whelly preventing him
from speaking & in about half an hour was dead, We found the back side of his
head greatly brusied his nose grizzle as wee think was broken so that the said Con-
vars his head lying as before expressed we judge his death to be by the water
wheele of the Corn Mill.

22:12:69.
Ricnarp Ganoxer JorN CARTER
MarraeEw Jonnson Joun Norris
- JouN WrigHT INCREASE WINN
JouN RussgLL Joun MousaLy
Ebvwarp Ivons Joun Broogs

WiLLiam JomNsoN WiLL SyMEs.
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Samuel Convers died intestate. Among the papers relating to his estate, re-
corded Vol. 11 page 209, Middlesex Probate Records, is
“An Inventory of the estate presented to us, subseribed, of Sergt. Samuel
Convars of Woburne, lately deced.

Imp.
It.
I
It.
1.
I,
I
It.
It.
It
1t
It
It
It.

It.
It.
It

in land at a place calied Indian Hill about 30 ace’s
In arrable kand vpon Blind Bridge playvie about 40: aeers
In pustuire Tind neere to his harme shout 30 acets
In vpland at o place ealled Breakenecke Hill 6 acets
Twelve neers & § in Wobnrne comon vpland ;
Interest in the said comon as (o herbage and wondland
I splisnd at the ensternost side of Aherjona river about 24 aeres
in vpland & orchard ubout the dwelling house about 4 acres
In meddow ut o place ealled bueke meddow about nine neres
In meddow upon Aberjonn river about seven acres 5
In muke meddow ut a place called great meddow sbout 2 acres
In an 8% of a saw mill upon Aberjona river & pond thereof
In vpland at o place called pine mendow Playne G acres
In a third of & corne will vpon Aberjona river .

with a third of the utensils belonging thereunto

In a third of a kell house & "haire cloth . .
in a barne and hen house . . 5 i .
in a dwelling house |

IN THE KITCHEN,

Imprimis. In peauter B 5 . . . 5 5 5 :
It. In a warming pan, pestle & tnorter, rkillets, dishes & earthen ware

It
1t

It.
It.
.
1.
It

Imprimis: In a high bedstead, feather bed curtaines, vallents, rug blanket

In trammell handjrons, spit, dice and tongs . . . .
In u fowling picre, woolen wheell, & eradle 5 chuires & table

IN THE LEANTO,

In a benss Kettle 2 Iron Kettles & an iron pott

In tubm, treyes & clweze pross . 5 .
In n ehenrne, frying pan, weieves and other lumber
In nalt .. . 5

Ins the cellar, meat tubs, barrels wt other lumber

IN THE HALL.

a paire of sheetes & pillow as it now stands . 5
It. In money . . 5 . : . 5 5 5
It. A trundle bed, its coverlet, 2 blankets, flock & strawe bed .
It. A cupboard & quushion handjrons table & foarme . .
I¥ THE HALL CHAMEER.
Imprimis:  In broade clotl about 4 yds & 3 5 S

It. 4 paire of sheetes, 2 pillow beeres, 21 nupking and a table cloth .
1t. Iz cotten, wooll cotien & linnen yarne . 5

£,
030
050

003
003
001

38583283388888:58888-~=

18
12
10

8888838828328 8388888s

EE2E888 2288

B8RS

888
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1t.
It.

Imp

In apparell woolen and linnen . ; 5 .
Three chestes, a bed sted & table . . .

iN THE KITCHEN CHAMBER.

rimis: A chaf bed, bed stead, n pillow 2 blankets & sheet & coverlet ,

It. A sadle pillion & cloth, hrull(- girts, crupper & pannell .
It. A muskett, bandeleers, 2 bellts, sword, rest & pike . :
It 16 bushels of rye, 11 bush: of wheat, 20 bush: Indian 3 bush: lmrley
It ¢ bush of oates, two hogs heads & a fewe hops .

IN THE GARRET.
Jt. In nailes hemp & old jron & feathers . . . .
It. In tooles . . : 5 . : .
1t. In rye vpon the g'round 5 . .
1t. In chaines yoskes jrons, a plow w shure & boult . .
It. In sbout one hundred & hali of boarde : i .
It. Tn a long carte & dung carte w't the wheeles .
1t. In & third of grind stone, harmow teeth & timber rl.mme .
It. In a third of a frame necre mistick bridge laid . ) .

IN STOCK IN THE YARD.
Linprimis: Three working catiell 5 5 . . . 5
It. In & horse . . . . . . . . 5
It. In two cowes
It. In two heifers g : . . . o
it. In a young bull . . . . . . . .
It. In threc yearlings . 5 . 5 . 5
It. In nine nheep & 2 lambs 5 . : 5 : .
It. In eight swine . . 5 5 . & 5
It. In a man servant about a year . . .
The totull sum of this Inventory in

The debix unsd eredits of this estate heing cnmparml t.lw tll'l’l mtuu-
at present is
Frrors excepled.

WiLL: SYMMES,
JorN CARTER.
WiLL: JoRNsON.

ESTATE OF BAMUEL CONVERS, DEBTOR". .

Imprimis. To Josies Conuers 5 5 5 5 . 5

It.

To Mr, Norton . . 5 . 5

1t. To Hennery Baleum . . . . . 5 . 5
It. To John Wilson sen® . 5 5 B . . .

It. To Mr. Cuttler . . . . . . . . .
It. To Jolin Berbeen . . . . . . . .
It. To Allien Conuers for rates . 5 . . . . .

007 02 00
001 15 00
001 10 00
Q01 10 00
001 10 00
(09 00 00
000 16 00
001 07 00
000 14 00
02 00 00
3,43} 00 00
000 07 08
002 06 a0
000 3 4
005 o 00
438 1w 03
(1) 4 00 00
003« 00 00
006 00
005 00 00
o 00 00
002 05 00
003 10 00
004 00 00
37 05 0o
[13:¢) 05 a0
475 [0} 03
446 12 03
016 03 08
000 17 4
000 15 7
000 15 (]
002 16 8
000 7 10
000 9 4
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Ll

It. To John Mousall of Wooburpe . .

I.. To William Butter

It. To Jonathan Thompson

It, To gondman Peirson
It. To Captaine Johnson
It. To M* Carter .
It. To M*' Thomas Line
It. To John Whittimore
It. To Daniel Champney
It. To good wife Conuars . . . . 5 . 5
It. To an annual paiment to be made to his mother Conuers during her

It.
It.
It.
It
It.
It.

naterrall life

To goodman Jakewith
To goodman Clarke . . . .
To the estate of Tho: Whittimore . . .

To John Smith
To John Lowden
To John Smith

It. To John Ted .
It. To Moses Cleaueland sent
It. To Clothes for Nath!. Hellin®

By John Russell
By James flowle
By Gersham flag
By John Craggin
By Jonathan Cary

By Theophilus Richardson

By Fdward Win

By Samue! Barnard

By Proctor .
By laaack Brooks
By Mr. Ballard
By Samuel Carter
By Nath Hellin

By James Convers Jun*

CUhildren of Seryeant Swmuel* and Judith (Cartery Convers:

SamvEL Convers,? born, in Wobum, ¢ April 1662
Conn,, about 1732; married Doreas
Ap1oatL CoNvers,® bom, in Woburn : died 14 July 1689.

.

L3 . -

. . .

.

ESTATE CREDITOR.

.

.

00 2 @
00 2 3
000 4 00
000 3 o0
00 4 00
0 7 00
000 3 o0
00 12 g
001 5 o0
02 4 8
[ T
0w 2 8
000 1 @
00 8 00

0 18 00
0 5 8
00 16 8

00 4 8

000 4 06
005 00 00

B 08 00
000 3 0o

Jo 8 o0
000 14 00
000 08 00
W 9 00
0o 2 o0
00 5 00
000 18 10
00 5 00
03 1 o4
000 16 00
0w 9 00
00 5 00

09 04 08

0 18 11

10 n o7

; died in Thompson Parish, Killingly,

* One of the several spelllogs of Holland,
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During the lutter part of his life Major Convers ndded the final “e” to his
nage. His autograph taken from a Page of his records while town clerk of ¥ 0-
buriNjs appended,

%,.ﬂf ea-mf!/z‘s' E‘an»wst_
Tt (Grwerfe Drvn bk

Maj. James Convers married, 1 January 1668, Hannah arter, who was born
19 January 1650, and\is namned in his will,

Children :

James Convers,' barn 5 Sdnt, 1670; died in the }{etime of his father.

Joun Convenrs,* Lom 22 Ay 1673; died 6 Jap? 1707-8; married Abigail Sawyer, (11)

Ewizaper Convens,! born 23 April 1675; djdd 27 July 16894,

Rouert Convers,* CapTAIN, born'29 Dee. 1877 i died 20 July 1738, married, 19 Dec. 1898,
Mary Sawyer and by her had\12 children., Sewall's History of Woburn says that
he and his brother Capt. Josi¥§ were men of distinction and influence in their
day.

Hawnan Convers,® bom 12 June 680; died 7 Bept. 1748; married, 9 Nov. 16987, Jacob
Richardson, who died 9 4 ug. 1763.

Josiar Convens,* born 24 M4 Yy 1683; died 18'Qct., 1683.

Jos1an Convens,* Carrany/born 12 Sept. 1684; died in 1771 ; married Hannah Sawyer. (12)

Parience CoNveRs,* hdimn 6 Nov. 1688; died.23 Jily 1707,

EpENEZER CoNvERSY born 16 Dec, 1688; died 9 Noy. 1693.

8. EDWARD/CONVERS® (Licut. James? (3),\Deacon Edward?), born 27
February 1655;/died 26 (28, Woburn records) July ¥692. He was admitted
freeman 168 He married, 5 November 1684, Sarah Stone, daughter of
Samuel Stope.

Childrey/

BAMUEL ConvErs,* born in Woburn, 8 Qct. 1685, .
AN Convers,* born 3 (et 1687; married John Merry, Jr., of Reading,
BARAR Convens,* born 14 Oct. 1889 ; died 1713.

Epwanrp ConvERs,* born 26 Qct. 1691 ; died'in two days.

9. SAMUEL CONVERS® (Sergeant Samuel® (), Deacon Edward"), born
in Woburn, Mass., 4 April 1662; died in Thompson Parish, Killingly, Conn., about
1732; married Dorcas , prior to 1694. A search for the identity of Dorcas
was made by Miss Emily W, Leavitt, of Boston, gencalogist, who wrote as
follows 5 June 1900:—e .

“It seems my inference is correet that Doreas was Dorcas Pain, on the suthor-
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ity of Judge Johnson of Woburn, who consulted a local historinn. You know
Mrs. Judith Cenvers married, second, Giles Fifield and went to Charlestown to
live, of course taking her children with her. She died in Charlestown, and Giles
Fifield, in his will, mentioned Samuel Convers and his sister Abigail. The
Pains were early in Charlestown, and Samuel may have married Dorcas there.
Wyman's Charlestown gives early members, Stephen, Edward, ete. T have not
found a Dorcas there in the history, but a search in Middlesex Co. records may
reveal her, In the Puin early families of Ipswich there was a Doreas, and it
seems to come in other lines.”

By other genealogists, however, who have carefully followed this clue, it is
suggested that as a thorough examination of Massachusetts records fails to
show this connection, the son was probably named Pain, on account.of friendship
with the Pain family, the families being closely associated. '

In a sketch of Deacon Edward Convers in the issue of the “New York
Genealogical and Biographical Record for January 1895,” it is stated that
Samuel Convers® founded,the town of Thompson, Conn.

The following is from Mr. Wm, G. Hill's “ Family History of Deacons James
W. and Elisha 8. Converse” :—

“July 2, 1705, Samuel end Dorcas Convers gave deed of five acres land on
Abijona River, Woburn, to John Convers for £14. In February, 1709, they gave
deed of seven acres land in Woburn, to Thomas Belknap, for £21. On April 8,
1710, they conveyed to James Richardson, for £205, cighty acres land in Woburn
(sce Middlesex Deeds). In 1710, Samuel® Convers and his family removed to and
occupied a farm and dwelling house in Thompson Parish, Killingly, Conn., which
farm he had previously bought of Richard Evans, the first settler in Killingly.
Mr. Convers was the first scttler of Thompson. The farm was located in that part
of the town which, in later years, was st off as Putnam. The region was at that
time very rude, rough and wild, and uninhabited except by Indians, otherwise
then properly ecalled savages. The place where Mr. Convers settled was about
sixty miles nearly due west of Boston; the family finding their way, most of the
distance, chicfly by means of blazed trees through the forest. In 1716 he sold the
Evans farm and purchased part of the ““ Quinatisset Farm,” laid out to John Gore
of Roxbury, Mass., surveyor, in 1686, (Quinatisset was the Indian name for that
region.)  This farm is about a mile southwest of Thompson Hill, and in 1882 was
occupicd by Stephen Ballard and Benj. Bugbee. Here Mr. Convers removed his
residence, econveying portions of his farm to his sons as they settled in life. They
attended worship in Killingly, and were conneeted with its church till the erection
of Thompson Parish in 1728. Mr. Convers and his sons were active in building
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Thompson meeting-house, and providing for religious worship, and his name heads
the list of church members at its organization, January 28, 1730, a distinction
denoting seniority in age or acknowledged leadership in position. _

But little is known of the early life of Samuel Convers. He was left fatherless
at the age of seven, and an urphan at the age of sixteen, by the death of his mother,
Mrs. Fifield, of Charlestown; and living, as he did, remote from other settlements,
in a wild country, but little has been gleaned concerning him in Thompson. We
are unable to discover the precise date of his death, or any record of the distribu-
tion of his property thereafter.”

In her History of Windham County, Connecticut, Miss Ellen D. Larned,
mentions Samuel Convers and his sons as follows :—

Vol T, p. 168. Purchase of the Northern farm of Richard Evans in the North
part of Killingly by Samuel Convers of Woburn in 1710.

Vol. 1, p. 174, “The first settler in the vicinity of Quinnatisset Hill was
Samuel Converse of Woburn who secured & deed of land from Richard Evans in
1710, and with his wife and five sons settled about & mile South of the hill top.
The Killingly settlers were near him gn the South, but northward to the old towns
of Oxford und Mendon the eountry was a savage wilderness, its rude peths only
designated by marks on tree trunks. Mr. Converse's dwelling house stood near the
Boston road, and furnished rest and entertainment to many a passing traveler.”

Vol. I, p. 177.  Samuel Converse, for fifty pounds conveyed ““a part of High
Plain, near Quinnatisset,” to Urian Horsmor of Woodstock, in 1718.

Vol. L. p. 306. July 9,1728, the first public meeting of the inhabitants north
of Killingly was held, and Samucl Converse “ the first settler newr Quinnatisset Hill,
still active in public affairs, with four grown sons,” Joined in organizing a relig-
ious society, which was the second society in Killingly, then called the North So-
ciety of Killingly, and two yoars afterward renamed Thompson Parish.

Vol 1, p. 308. Samuel Converse and his four sons from the Quinnatisset farm
and meadows, working with others, in building the mecting house.

Vol. 1, p. 309. November 15, 1728, Sainuel’s son Edward, chosen with five
others to provide for the raising of the inceting house.

Vol. I, p. 310, Junuary 20, 1729, Samucl's son, Fdward, one of comnmittee of
five on finishing outside work of meeting house. ;

Vol I, p. 311, January 28, 1730, Samuel, and hig sons Edward and Thomas,
with twenty-five others, original signers of the covenant in the formation of the new
church, )

Vol. 1, p. 315. Purchase of farms in Thompson Parish from Josish Wolcott
by Samuel’s sons, Edward, Sanuel and Josiah.

Vol. 1, p. 315. Sale of two hundred acres of land with dwelling house and
orchard by Samuel Converse to Ephraim Guile.

Vol. 1, p. 317, March, 1733, Samuel’s gon, Thomas, one of committee of three
to provide for building seats in the gallery of the meeting house.

Vol. I, p. 533. 1737, Edward Converse appointed to rebuild Killingly portion
- of bridge over the Quinnebaug at the Falls.
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The first division of land to Samuel Convers, Jr., is thus described in the
first volume of Proprictors’ Records of Killingly :—

Laid out to Samual Convers, Jun® on the 21 Day of November, 1720 nine
acres and fourty rods of land in our undivided Lands in Killingly for his first Divi-
sion of Land, and is bounded as followeth. Beginning at a heap of stones in the
farm line formerly belonging to Mr. Goor thence running Easterly upon line 30
ranlz to & heap of stones from thence running Sotherly 60 rods to a white oak
tree from thenee Runuing northerly to the bound first mentioned. Laid out aud
alowed (?) by us to be 9 acres and 40 rods.

PeETER ASPENWELL

Recorded July 13, 1721 James LEAVENS
hy me David Church, town Glerk JosEpH Capy
Comptee

Samuel and Dorcas Qonvers had six children :

SamueL Convens,t born, in Woburn, 26 May 1604; married, 1st, Hannah Bartlett; mar-
ried, 2nd, Saruh Alwell. (13) '
Epwanp Convens,! EnsigN. born, in Woburn, 25 Sept. 1608; married Elizabeth Cooper.
(1)

Tuostag CoNvERs,' born, in Woburn, 28 Oct. 1699; married, 1st, Martha Clough; mar-
ried, 2nd, Abigail Fay. (15) g

Dorcas Convers,! bom, in Woburn, 1 Feb., 1702-3; married, 28 April 1723, Daniel
Whitmore. ‘

Pain Convers,! born, in Woburn, 25 Nov.1708; died 10 Sept. 1781; married Mary Halford,
(18)

Josian Convens, baptized, in Killingly, 20 Nov. 1714; married Mary Sabin. (17)
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£ 8 d
| Shirt—1 drawem R* & one warming pan frying 4/8 12/ 6
ovel & Tongs & other old Iron 3/6 Iron Kettle & And Irons 8/ B @
Long table & Bench 4/ saddle 4/ Band 1/ Under bed 5 19 0
GreatNdound table 14/ Square table 1/ Desk 27/ 02 o

Bread theugh 1/6 two trays Hh @ @ 6d—3 tubs 2/6 06
2 Bedsteady 4/—1 Box 1/ two Iron wedges & Bar 11/2 16 0
4 chairs 7/—xqupboard 6/ crane 5/—2 chairs 1171 108 0
1 wooden whed] clock & cap. 54/ 2 14 0
Old Pewter 10/ teapot 3/ Bowl 1/6—2 canisters 1/8 18 0
Candlestick 6d steelyards 1/ 1 Looking Glasa 1/ 02 6
A note against JacobN\Convers & y* Int 18 17 4
A nate ngainst Josish Cepvers & ye Int 1 06 0
A note against Asa Converg & y* Int 10 07 0
A note against Jonathan Bidxhy & y* Int g 106 0
£48 17 0

Sigpéd StEPnEN Krithn .
Bimon Davie } Appraisers,

Killingly, Dec. 27t 1784,

At a Court of Probate holden at Pom¥et,ifs the District of Pomfret on the 4 day of July
1785 the foregoing Inventory was presented p§ Jacob Convers Adm’ under oath & the same is

accepted by this Court & ordered to be kept,6n Kle.
X Test. LEMuEL GrosvEnor

Clerk of Probate,

StaTE oF CoNnEcTiCUT Wi
Dintricr or PoMener }SS Prosyfe Orrice

Thereby certifly that the abdve are true copies of Rh¢ords an appears in this Office,
(Signed)\ Attest: E. P. Havwanp, J udge.
Pomiret, June 27, 1881.

Children of Ensign Edward and Elizabeth (Coopex) Convers:

Jaues Converg? Carramn, baptized 27 Sept. 1719; died Deec. 1763; married Mary
Leavend, (21)

Epwarp Coiivers,® CarTAIN, baptized, at Killingly, 8 Nov. 1728; died in Windsor, Masa,,
9 Dec. 1800; married Mary Davia. (29)

JORATHAN CoNvERs,® baptized 28 April 1723 ; died 1761 ; married Kezinh Hughes, (28)

Jacop’CoNvERs,* LIEUTENANT, born, at Killingly, 26 Feb, 1727; marriad Anna White, (24)

AsxCoNvERs,* born 30 Sept. 1730 ; married Ruth Lee, (23)

J¥use Convers,' born 30 Nov. 1732; married, 23 Nov, 1758, widow DemarisChandler.

L1ZADETH CONVERS,* born 4 April 1736 ; died 18 March 1737,

Zacuarias CoNvERs,® born 4 April 1736; probably died young.

Evizaperr Convers,* bern 20 March 1738; married, 20 May 1757, Timothy Attwbod.

Busanna CoNveRs,® born 28 Oct. 1741; died Aug. 1833; married, 1st, Dish Johnsonymar-
ried, 2nd, Dr. Bamuel Ruggles. (26)

15, THOMAS CONVERS* (Samuel(9), Sergeant Samuel? Deacon Ed-
ward’), born in Woburn, Mass,, 28 October 1699. No record of his death has
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been found except a brief memorandum left by his son Joel, stating that he died
in Thompson, Conn., about 1760. He was a constituent member of the church
in Thempson, and active in public affairs. In 1742 he was elected to serve as

- deacon but declined the office. He occupied for a time the farm left by his

brother Samuel, amnd then purchased part of the Samypson home farm, and built
a house onthe site now occupied by Jerome Nichols, near the Norwich and Wor-
cester Railroad station.

The following .is from the Killingly town recorda:—" At a town meeting held
2 December 1720 then voted and c¢hose Pain Convers and Thomas Convers fence
viewers” (ancl sworn), also, ‘‘ chose Thomas Convers tything man.”

Meeting 20 Jan'y 1736/7, *‘lay out of highway by Thomas Convers.”

Thomas Convers was married, first, by Rev. John Fisk, 11 Apnl 1723, to
Martha Clough (sister, probably, of Jonathan Clough, who settled in Thompson
in 1722, and daughter of Thomas Clough, Senior, of Salisbury). She died 18 June
1735, and he married, second, 3 November 1737, Abigail Fay.

Abigail Fay® was the daughter of Samuel® and Tabitha (Ward) Fay and
granddaughter of John Fay.* ’

JouN Fay! born in England about 1648; embarked at Gravesend, 30 May 1656,
in ship “Specdwell” of London, Rohert Locke, master, and arrived in Boston
June 27. As he was then hut eight years old, he must have had parents or rela-
tives in this country. He located first in Sudbury; was in Marlhoro, Mass., 1669,
where the births of his children are recorded; removed to Watertown, and re-
turned to Marlboro, where he died 5 December 1690. On the breaking out of
King Philip’s War in 1675, he was in Marlboro and was designated among others
to defend the garrison house of William Kerley in case of attack.

Mass. ARCHIVES.

Vol. 67: 277.
Marlharough the 1 of Octobr, 1475,

At A meeting of the inhahetants in order to take care for the safty of our town these folloing
proposals were Agreed upon And volentaryly choren unto that in case of aranlt these places heare
After mentioned should be delended by the persons that are expressed by name that is in;

william Kerlys hous.

of the town

soulders: 2: JOHN FAT.
or soulders allowd

to the town }

All these men to be maintained In their respective percels by the famiiyes In the severall
fortifications wheare they are l;;hmad.
This Above written was the Act of the town Agreeing with the Act of the Comettes of melecti

a8 Attest.
WiLLiam Kervy, Clarke.
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ComMONWEALTH OF MANBACHUBETTS.
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
BosTox, APRIL 10%, 1900.

T certify the foregoing vitation to be a true abstract from the military series of the Massa-
rhusetls Archivea deposited in this offive.

WITNESS the Seal of the Commonwealth.
(BEAL) Wai M. Ouv, Secretary .

John Fay married, first, Mary, danghter of Thomas Brigham of Cambridge,
hy whom he had four children, including Samuel2 (For particulars of Mary
Brigham an«] her father see below.) John Fay married, second, 5 July 1678, Mrs.
Susanna {Shattuek) Morse, widow of Joseph Morse, and eldest daughter of Wil-
liam Shattuck. By her he had four childron. His grandson, Capt.Stephen Fay of
Vermont (son of Johu, Jr.), was Captain of Militia and landlord of the historieal
Catamount Tavern at Bennington, Vt.. and active in the Revolutionary War,
rendering efficient service in a civil capacity. 1t is said that five of Capt. Stephen’s
sons were cngaged in the Battle of Bennington. The Fays were of French origin.
During the persccution of the Huguenots, they fled to Wales, and from Wales the
auncestor of the American family came to the eolonies.

Samuel Fay,? born 11 October 1673; died previous to 1749; married, 16 May
1699, Tabitha Ward.?

Tabitha Ward® was horn 16 May 1675, and was daughter of Increase? and
Record Ward, and granddaughter of William Ward'.

WiLLiam Wann! was in Sudbury as early as 1630, and was proprietor of lands
there. He was living at that time with his second wife, who was named Elizabeth.
He represenied Sudbury in 1644 in the General Court. He was for several years
Chairman of Sclectmen there. He moved to Mzrlboro in 1660, and died there, 10
August 1687. He was one of the founders of the town of Marlborough, Deacon
in the Church first organized there, Deputy to the General Court from Marlboro
in 1666, and in the garrison at Sudbury in King Philip’s War. A book of gene-
alogy entitled “The Ward Family and Descendants of William Ward who settled
in Sudbury, Mass., in 163" by Andrew Henshaw Ward, A.M., says ‘‘that his
house and fifty acre house lot were situated on the South side of the road in
Marlborough and nearly opposite the site of the first meeting house, which was
not far from where the Gates Academy now (1851) stands;” that ‘‘his lands by
subsequent acquisitions extended Westward to what in some of his conveyances
he called Belcher’s Pond, near which was erected the public house, long known as
the Williams Tavern, and kept by Abraham Williams, who married his eldest
daughter;” that ** heendured great hardships and sustained great losses by Indian
hostilities, more especially in the time of King Philip’s War, when his buildings
were fired, his cattle destroyed, and one of his sons slain by the enemy;"” and
* that his second wife, when past her 74th year, made several journeys to Boston,
&s appears by the records there before she effected a settlement of his estate with
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the exorbitant and tyrannical Andros, Governor, Judge of I'robate, etc. Con-
sidering the distance she resided from Boston, exceeding thirty miles, much of the
way & wilderness frequented by lurking savages, a bridle way her road and on
which one of her sons had been a few years before shot down by the enemy at noon-
day, she must have been a person of fortitude and possessed of physical powers to
an unlimited degree.” She died in Marlborough, and the inscription on her grave-
stone was as follows:

“Here lyes the body of Elizabeth Ward, the servant of the Lord, deceased in
87 vear of her age Dec. ye 9, in the year of our Lord 1700.”

Gen. Artemas Ward, first Major.General of Continental Forces and member of
Congress in the Revolutionary War, was the great grandson of William Ward.
His line was William,! William, Jr.,® Col. Nahum,® Gen. Artemas.!

Reconrns or THE Mass, Bay Corony. Vol. 2, 68.

The 28th of the 3th Mo, a 1644, At & Genrall Cort of Election at Boston.
‘ Ppoent, The Govrnor, ‘
Deputies Paent.
Willi: Ward,
Yol. 3: 1.
Att a Generall Courte of Elections held att Boston the 4th and 5th Monnths, 1644.
The Acts & Determinatons of the House of Deputyes
The sevall names of those lownes, wth theire Deputies yt were return’d with ye warrants to
serve att this Courte, vizt:
Sudbury: WiLLiaM Warbp.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Boston, Araru 8, 1900.

1 certify the foregoing citations to be true abstracts from the printed records of the Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony on fila in this office.
WITNESS the Seal of the Commonwealth,

(SEAL) _ Wu, M, OuiN, Secretary.
Increase Ward? of Marlboro. His farm was on the river, and he hiad a saw
mill. He died 4 Angust 1690 aged 46. His wife died 20 July 1726. The Ward
Genealogy ahove mentioned says that he was born 22 February 1644, and resided
in that part of Marlhorough which is now Northboro.

Ahigail Fay,? born 19 January 1709; married Thomas Converse.

See Charles Hudson's History of Marlborough, Mass., L. R. Palge’s History of Hardwick,
Mass., F. C. Plerce's History of Grafton, Mesa.,, Wm. Spooner’s History of Plymouth, Mass.,
Joel Whittemore's History of Fitzwlilliam, N. H., S8avage's Genealogical Dictionary.

. Mary BrigHAM, who married John Fuy, was the daughter of Thomas and
Merecy (Hurd) Bricham of Cambridge, Mass. Thomas Brigham eame to New
England in the ‘‘Susan & Ellen” in 1635, then aged 32. He was first in Water-
town, Mass. In Cambridge, about 1638, he resided at thc Easterly corner of
Brattle and Ash Streets. Hec waos Constable in 1630 and 1642, Sclectman 1640-
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1647, nnd died 8 December 1653, He wan proprictor of several hundred acres of
Inncl, v mill, catile nnd many swine.

In his lnter years he seems not to have increased in wealth, but the reverse.
The reasons for this are unknown, unless it was the erection of a grist mill on
the Charles River ruined his wind mill. Nevertheless, he left a handsome estate,
including s house spacious for that period, and erticles that were a luxury in
that time, such as silver spoons and other utensils of silver, join chairs, join stools,
cushions, damask cloth, livery table, feather beds, and the wardrobe of & New
England gentleman. The inventory of his cstate was £449-9-4 —a handsome es-
tate for his time. Governor Danforth was overseer and trustee under his will,
and the distinguished Wm. Brattle of Boston assisted his c¢xecutrix. Thomas
Brigham married, about 1637, Mercy Hurd. She married, second, Edmund Rice,
Senior, of Sudbury, March 1655-6, who removed to Marlboro; and, in May 1663,
she married, third, Wm. Hunt of Concord, whom she survived, and died in Marl-
horo 22 or 28 December 1693, “‘On her sceond marriage she took with her to
Sudbury and to Marlborough all her children, from whom descended a numerouy
posterity residing in and near Marlborough, some of whom attained high distine-.
tion.”

The ahove is from Puige’s History of Cambridge, Mass., Savage’s Genealog-
ical Dictionary, Hudson's Marlboro, Bond's Watertown, and Rev, Abner Morse’s
“Genealogical Register of Several Ancient Puritan Families.” 1In the latter book
will be found a fuller account of Thomas Brigham, including 2 more extended
description of his possessions.

Of Mrs. Mercy (Hurd) Brigham, Rev. Abner Morse says: “Thomas Brigham married
about 1637, Mercy Hurd, o Indy ien or fifteen years hir junior, of whom tradition has brought
down a high character, alleging that she and her sivter, who married Wi, (?) Cutler, were so
tantalized in England for non-confornity that they resvlved to seek their liberty and fortunes
in New England, and arrived unattended hy husbands or lovers.,” Mr. Morse says the tradition
isdirect and probably relinhle. “*Success rewarded the enterprise. They were in as quick demand
as uninarried teachers nt the West, and if the number of worthy hushands whom a lady marries
is the measure of her worth, then Madain Brigham was a most worthy and attractive woman, for
she married no less than thres . . . During her third widowhood she saw two bloody Indian
wars. During the first Marlborough was Lurnt, and she with one of her sons is helieved to have
rﬁtreated ta their former home on the rocks in Cambridge, while her two sons went in pursuit of
the enemy.’

Thomas Convers had nine children, three by his first wife and six by the
last, as follows :

ManTia Convens baptized 1727; married, 15 Feb. 1766, Diah Johnson. 8he died early
leaving:
MarTia Jomsson, ® married, 1st, Archelaus Town; 2nd, Iarael Tourtelotte,
SyriL Jorvson,® married Jesse Bixby.
Soromon Jornsox,?® died in the war,

EnreNezen Convers, born 27 July 1730; died 8 May 1741,

Tanrtaa CoNvERs,* born 4 June 1732; died March 1745,

Taomas Convers,® Coroner, baptized at Killingly, 5 Nov. 1738; died in Rutlaod, N. Y., _
in 1809; married, 1st, Mary Morse; married, 2nd, Abigail Colton; married, 3rd,
Sabrina Smedley, married, 4th, Mary Colton, widow, (27)

|1 rleritage Library
Hilton Head Island
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Bamuen CoNvEra,* born 7 Aug. 1740; married, 27 Oct. 1767, Mereha Burrill of Thompeson.

Amaai. Convens® bur 18 Nov, 1744; married, 14 Feb, 1704, Joseph Green, of West-
burough, Maas,

Davin Convens,? bom 2 July 1748; married Hachel Elliott; removed to Bridgewater, N. Y.,
where e died, (25)

Tamrtia Convens,S born 5 March 1749,

JoeL ConveRs,t bom 2 Sept. 1750; died in Lyme, N. H., 20 June 1822; married, 1at,
Demaris Wilson; 2nd, Elizabeth Bixby, (29)

16. PAIN CONVERS* (Samuel®(9), Sergeant Samuel,® Deacon Edwapi’ ,

in Woburn, 25 November 1706; died 10 September 1781; married Mary
who died 5 April 1790. Both united with the church in Tho
5 July 1738,she in 1735. In 1728, his father deeded him the homestes
he occupied through life. His son Pain sold the farm in 1793, to
Killingly, Conn, and in 1902 it was in possession of Stephe
more employed ihgociety and town affairs than was e
In 1760 he was chaixquan of the selectmen, and serv (19'I upon many important
committees. He assistod in laying out new school districts in 1762, and exam-
ined the accounts after thhrenovation of the m ing house. For many years

The following appears in the s e Supreme Court of Suffolk County,
Mass., under date of 1731: ’

“Pain Converse of Tompson, in the County of Windham, in the colony of
Connecticut, husbandman, Complginant,Ns. Thomas Stimson of Woodstock in
the County of Worcester, practitioner in PhY gick, Deft.  The Complainant shew-
ing that at an Inferiour Court/6f Common Pledx held at Worcester on the Second
Tucsday of May last he regfvered Judgment for'®ge Sum of £6:9:00 and costs,
From which judgment thé sd. Stimson appealed tothis Court. In default, ete.,
ruled in favor of sd. Cpfiverse £6: 11:4d and costs £7:8:9d.”

The following is‘from the Killingly town records:

‘“At & town ifieeting held 2 December 1729 ‘then voted
vers and Thopias Convers fence viewers. They took the oath
ose Thomas Convers tything man,’”

First Tuesday of December 1754, Deacon Boaz Stearns, Jacob\Dresser, Esq.,
Mr. Thainas Bateman, Mr. Pain Convers and Mr, John Falshaw chhse
Also chose Pain Convers tything man. '
n the years 1758, 1759, 1760, Pain Convers is the first named on the Board of
flectmen. At town meeting 1765 Pain Convers is mentioned as highway \gur-
eyor. .

and chose Pain Con-
f office the same
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ver the retreat at the Battle of Bunker Hill, after the ammunition wds ex.
hadsgted; and that fatigue and exposure brought on fever, from which be died at
his home, 12 August 1775, in his 47th year.

Mrs. Rachel (Elliott) Converse was born 15 February 1751, and/died instantly
of heart didsase 26 October 1815. Her death, in the night, was so sudden that
her husband, } eeping beside her, was not awakened. She afas s good Christian
mother, and ofNexcellent business ability. Both David and Rachel (Elliott)
Converse were meMbers of the Presbyterian church,

Children of David and Rachel (EUiotty Conversd: . .

WirLarp Convenrse,Noorn 27 May 1771; Laptizdd 13 March 1774 ; he did not enjoy
good 1 enlth and ¥ {ed, unmarried, 8 Janys 1811, ’

Davin Converse,® In., bown, in Belchertown/27 Nov., 1772; baptized 13 March 1774, A
nepliew who saw him'gnice in 1851, »hen he came to visit the State Fair at Roches-
ter, N.Y., aayn that he whas tall, well built, not given to much conversation, and had
few equals in mowing andthepfiard labor. Efforts to trace him or his descendanta
have thus far been unsucced ul. The Reed MS, says that he had a son who mar.
ried & member of the Socig ¥ &{ Friends, and that the lattar had three EONS, mam-
bers of the Society of Erfends, w ho, in 1888, resided in Lyons, N.Y. Another ac-
count is that he had 4 children, \ other account is that he had two daughters,
one of whom marrigd James T. Clark Still another aecount 8ays he lived in Wood-
ville, N. Y., and gdied there, that his dahghter married Harrison Wood and lived in
Waodville, N, ¥., and that his wife's given\game was Chlos, '

Lvey Convense,? bém 15 Nov. 1774; married Modes Ward. (68)

Racuer Converg ,* born 1 Dee. 1777; married, 1¢ —— Church, and had son, Darros
D. Caupéu’; married, 2nd, —— Hitcheock, and had son, HENrRY Hrrcucoer.?

Jerusns Co¥verse,® born 26 March 1780.* e

TromAs ONVERSE," horn in Belchertown, Mass,, 7 May TR82; died Bept. 1858; married
L¥dia Stratton, (63) .

Aniaa Convensg, born 7 Aug, 1785*

Josefu ELuiorr Convense,' born 30 Oct, 1786; died 11 Feh. 13¢7; married, 1st, Sarah
Mott; warried, 2nd, Harriet Frost; married, 3rd, Sarah Shelds j married, 4th, Mre,
Liizu Sheldon, a widow, (64)

Bakar Convense,! horn 23 July 1788.*

Daxes, Convense,? borp 17 Sept. 1791 ; died 2 March 1873; married, 1st, Martha B, Wol-
cott; married, 2nd, Parthena Bogat. (85)

29. JOEL CONVERSE* (Thomas* (15), Samuel,* Sergeant Samuel,* Deacon
Edward"). The Killingly, Conn., town records give the date of his birth as12 Sep-
tember 1750. Mr. William G. Hiil gives the date as 2 September 1750, a differ-
ence explainable by the change in reckoning from old to new style, but an old
family Bible in the Possession of Herbert Bradley Converse of Claremont,N. H.,

* Ansel Frost Converse thinks that Jerusha, Abigail and Barah died young, as he neveraaw
them,
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gives 22 September 1750 as the date of Joel's birth. Miss Larned’s History of
Windham County, Conn. (Vol. II, p. 82), says that in the chureh in Thompson
Parish, Killingly, Conn,, Jacob and Benjamin Converse and Ebenezer Gay were
appointed choristers, in 1771, and Joel Converse and Thaddeus Larned requested
to assist them in “ tuning the psalm.” The same history gives a list of the names
of the signers of the freeman’s oath at the first town meeting in Thompson, 21
June 1785, among which are the names of Joel Converse, Pain Converse, Lieut.
Jucob Converse, Elijah Converse, Alpheus Converse, and Samucl Fay. Joel Con-
verse married, first, 10 September 1778, Demaris Wilson, the date of whose birth
is given as 2 May 1746 in the Killingly town records, and as 5 August 1752 in the
old family Bible above referred to. She was the daughter of Thomas and Abi-
gail Wilson, Thomas Wilson was born 5 March 1709-10, and was the son of
James and Margaret Wilson. To Joel and Demaris, three children were born:
Lyman, Otis and Demaris. She died 6 April 1784, and Joel Converse married,
second, 20 January 1785, Elizabeth Bixby, whose first name is given as Eliza in
the Killingly town record of births. She was born
2 Septetnber 1762, and was the daughter of Jonathan
and Eliza Bixby of Killingly. Her line of descent is
shown on a subsequent page of this book. Joel Con-
verse was one of the first settlers of Lyme, Grafton
Co., N. H., where, in 1788, he selected a piece of wild
land on a high hill now indicated on maps of the town
a8 “Davidson’s Hill,"” made a clearing, and erected
a frame house. At that time but fifteen families had
settled there, ““under great hardships and discour-
agements.” His wife’s brother, Samuel Bixby, and
William Davidson had made a settlement there in
1786. In March 1789, he moved his wife and five
children to the farm at Lyme, where the remainder of
hig life was spent, and where he died, 29 June 1822, ‘The location of his farm

on Davidson’s Hill was three miles east of the main road which leads from

Lyme to Orford, and on the hill.road which leaves the main road near Lyme

Pond. Its outlook toward the southwest and towards the west was & grand -
one from twelve to forty miles in extent. The intervening hills were lower than

that on which the farm was situated, and shut out the view of the Connecticut,

Valley only, leaving the distant outlook uncbstructed. The farm was good-

wheat land, and it is recalled by one of the descendants of Joel Converse that
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in those days wheat in that locality “ was food, and money too.” Joel Converse
was said by his son, Amasa, to have served in the American army during the
Revolutionary War for a few months only, as he had to provide for & widowed
mother. '

Miss Ellen D. Larned, historian of Windsor Co., Conn., says:—* The Revolu-
tionary war service of Joel is not reported in Connecticut’s official record, but I
have no doubt but that he went out, probably with the militia. AH the men of
sound body went out some time; but in many cases no report was made,”

A son of Joseph Elliott Converge® recalls hearing his father (son of Joel's
brother David) tell about Joel having been spoken of as ““an educated man” by
David, while deploring his own Inck of edueational opportunities.

Joel Converse was of medium height, of strong athletic build, with light com-
plexion and blue eyes. He was a stern disciplinarian in his family, His second
wife, Elizabeth Bixby, was of very large stature, and '
all of her sons and daughters were of commanding
size. Her brothers, Samuel Bixby, Jacob Bixby and
Jonathan Bixby, were soldiers in the American army
during the Revolutionary War, Samuel from New
Hampshire, and Jacob and Jonathan from Connec-
ticut. :

The Bixby family were also among the first
settlers of Lyme. Samuel, brother of Elizabeth
(Bixby) Converse, first came to Lyme about 1776,
He was a young man, unmarried. He entered the
War for Independence, and afterwards married and
brought his bride to Lyme. Wit} his brother Jona- Elizabeth (Bixby) Converse
than he settled there in 1786, his farm adjoining (aged te).
that of Joel Converse®,

Mrs. Elizabeth Bixby Converse died in Lyme, 12 November 1850,

The following recollections of her are contributed by her granddaughter,
Mrs. Miriam Elizabeth (Converse) Smith of Ypailanti, Mich.:

Grandmother’s home in Lyme, N. H., was the old hill farm, joining the farm
of her brother Samuel Bixby. This also was my early home. I was fifteen Years
* old when she died, and, as she died at the age of 80 years, I only remember her as
an old lady, sitting in her easy chair knitting or sewing, for she was very industrious.
She also helped about the lighter housework, as far as her strength allowed.,

Bhe was very intelligent,—a preat reader,—tho’ in those days books and news-
Papers were not very plentiful in the country homes of New England, Perhaps
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the Bible was studied all the more for this reason. I knowthat grandmother read
and studied hers regularly and had her daily scasons of secret prayer. She was
a deeply religious woman. Christian duties always had the first place in her heart
and life, and it seemed to me that there was no end to the hymns she could repeat,
and which she secmed to enjoy repeating so much, especially on the Sabbath,
really making it & day of worship at home when unable to attend church, which
was many times the case on account of the distance and the weakness of age,

No one ever came to our home even for & short stay, when she did not inquire
of them tenderly and earnestly in regard to their relations to God. With a child’s
curiosity I used to watch and listen for these confidences. I remember of a ‘tramp’
coming once, 8 man well known in the town as & tramp, and addicted to the habit
of drinking liquor whenever he could get it. I saw and heard her put the usual
question to him. To my surprise he took from his pocket a part of & Testament,
and assured her of his interest and the comfort he had in reading it.

I think that in her younger days she must have been energetic, courageous
and high spirited. 1 often heard her tell of her first coming to Lyme. She eame-
on horseback from Connecticut to visit her brothers, riding a spirited horse that
had been used in the army during the Revolutionary War. She never failed to
say that when riding through a town or village she would spur up her horse that
she might make a fine appearance.

She was always happy and cheerful when well. Sometimes when ill she would
be somewhat depressed and anxious, but in her last illness, which lasted only a
few days, she had no anxiety, no wish to recover. She was satisfied with life,
ready to go, and so was the promise verified: ‘At evening time it shall be light.’

“From the children of Joel Converse large families have sprung; and, whether
residents of Lyme or other places, they have been reckoned among the substan-
tinl and respected citizens. Many of them have become teachers of much ability
and extensive learning.” . .

The original farm, since its first settlement, continued in the family in direct
descent, from Joel* to Theron,®to Benjamin Porter,” to Sidney Alpheus.® In 1889
the homestead was sold to George W. Kibbe. The original house forms a part
of the present dwelling (1900). :

Children of Joel and Demaris ( Wilson) Converse:
Lxuan Converss,* born in Thompson Parish, Killingly, Conn.,3 July 1779; died in Lyme,
N. H., 16 Sept. 1864; married, 1st, Mary Kent; married, 2nd, Mre, Electa (White)
Converse, o widow, (60)
Or1s Converse,® born 24 Sept. 1781 ; died in Parishville, N. Y., in 1828; married Clarisas

Porter, (67)
Demaris Converae,! born, in Thompson Parish, 6 Aug. 1783; marriod Asa Taintor, (88)
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Children of Joel ang Elizabeth ( Bixby) Converse:

JorL ConvEnax, Ja., born, in Thompson, 5 Nov, 1785; died in Lyme, N, H., 23 May
1874; married, 1st, Hope Tinkhsm; mArried, 2nd, Abigail Coult, (69)

TrENON Cunvensg, born, in Thompsan, 19 May 1787 ; died in Lyme, N, H,7 April 1861 :
married, 1st, Mary Porter ; married, 2nd, Miriam Carpenter. {70)

Manquis ConvEree, born in Lyms, N. H,, 12 July 1789 ; diad thers 21 Nov, 1840; mar.
ried Electa Whita, (71)

ELtzapern ConveRnsr,! bom in Lyme, N, H., 20 May 1791; died in Orfordviile, N, H.,
18 April 1883; married, let, Aga Taintor; married, 2nd, Irg Morey, (72)

Sanay Conversg, born, in Lyme, 2 July 1793 ; died there 11 Feb, 1864 7 married Joghua
Thornton, (78) :

AMaBA CoNvensg, D.D., born, in Lyme, 21 Aug. 1795; died in Louisville, Ky., g Dec,
1872; married Flavia Booth, (74) .

Jonn Kenprick Convenrsg,? Reverenp, bomn, in Lyme, 15 June 1801; died in Burling-
ton, Vt,, 3 Oct. 1880; married Sarah Allen, (75)

20. CAPTAIN PAIN CONVERS® (Paint (16), Samuel * Sergeant Sam
Deaca Fdward), horn 28 October 1739; married, 11 December 1760, Ms

B0 active businesg man, much employed jp Public affairs; gp
captain 7th ompany, 11th Regiment, in 1761 » 0ne of the first gelect
after Thompsdy became g town, and served op i ttle with Kil-
lingly. He rem :

uel,?

b
The above record )
of Denacons James W. anx
The following addition
Captain Pain served inthe A
in the Reed MS,, and ag get forthNin

ADJyuTANT GENERAL’S Orrice,
HarTtrorp, Jan, 31st, 1809,
This is to cert; that
PAIN COoNvERsk
of the Revolution, and the follow;
the records p#'this office.

0g i5 8aid service according to

On page 14 ““Connecticut Men in the Revolutjon ** appenars the following:
¥in Converse, Ensign, from the town of Killingly, h
Bef¥ice seven (7). In the list of men who marched from the'g
Or the relief of Boston in the Lexington alarm, April, 1775,
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Hope Tinkh
died in Lym

by this marriage, He married, secon‘}i(

Abigail Coul

and died, in Lyme, 11 October 1869,

A2

-/' o, P m.

bus, Smyrna, Earlville, Hamilton and Otselie,
N. Y. she died, in Otselic,!)Mny 1851, and he
married ler half sister, Harriet.

Asa Loomts Tainror!,

69. JOEL CON VERSE,*JR. (Joel*(29), Thomas,*
Samuel® Sergeant Sanuel * Deacan'Edward‘), born
in Thompson, Conn,, 5 Novemwber 1785; lived in
Lyme and dicd there 22 May 1874. He married, first,

EwmiLy CuLven Bisnor, b, 24 April 1838; d. 7 June 1886; m., in Earivill
Feb. 1854, by Rev. Chauncy White, Francis Elisha Miles, of Otselj

Lorenzo Miies, Children: i
CAarLes Hewnpy Mites? b, in Otselic, 14 Rept. 1856 resi
N.¥.:m., in Otzelic, 25 Dac, 1883, by Rev. Jos,
Buckingham, b., in Otselie, 11 QOct. 1887, day
ham,
AY Muies* d. in infancy,

LARENCE MILEs? b, in Otselie, 2,

< Wilson,
er of Edwin Bucking-

7"son of

in Cangstota,

Mery Ella

ec, 188~: m, in Georgetom:.

NNY., 3 June 1883, hy Rev. Prexfon King Sheldon, Cora Ernestipe
Ward\b,, in Otselie, 29 Qet, i residence, Norwich, N. Y. Chil-
dren;

Frances Lhwyis MiLgs)"h,, in Otselic, 12 June 1884,

0 b, in Otselic, 18 April 1887,
K, 0, in Otselic, 30 Oct. 1Rg2,

LER'

Rysy Ouive MiLEs, I, 14 Bepy
ALKER FLoYD MiLgs e, 7 June
Roy TyLer MILES," b, 16 Nov. 1899,

r. Clark of Plymouth, N, Y., to Thomas Champlain

Feb.1844. Mr, and Mrs. Bates resided jn Colum-

am who was horn in Lyme in 1788, and
e 27 Octoher 1813; there were no children

A.&pril 1814,
t, who was horn, in Lyme\

40 Jan. 1865; m. Harriet Perking of Otselic,
%0 Nov. 1867; resides iy Georgetown, N, Y.;
- 1802, by Rev. My, Rowley, Bertha Tyler, b. 6 June 1873,

R, born 13 July 1808; niarried in Plymouth N. Y., 12 Nov. 1829, by
tes. One child was
to them, 13 July 1830, Hanmer Eviza Bates," who died in Hamilton, N, Y.,

Mra, Abigall (Coult} Converse.

- Abigail Coyjt’s was Amherst Coult, M.D,, born in Lyme, Conn., 27
July 1759. He lived most of his life in Lyme, N. H., where he practised his

profession, and died ip Chester (not}' Aubur), N.'H. Her mother, Miriam®

o ¥

vl 711 Pty Tatonicws

Lravtd

A g7

fe-lespide
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Guldmgs, daughter of Deacon Thomas and Mary Giddings of East Hartland,
Conn., was married 12 September 1784, and died in Lyme, N. H., 28 October

1835. Abigail was the fourth of ten children.

Joel Converse Jr.’s farm, where he lived and dicd, was purchased from his
father, and consisted of a hundred acres one mile west of his father’s farm. One

large pine tree, four fect in diameter, was, however,
reserved by his father to give to the eldest son,
Lyman, for shingles, and it is said that some of those
shingles are doing service now (1900). One of his
early memories was that of his father starting Lyman
and himself with oxen and steers to church, in winter,
four long miles, for an all-day service. The Bixbys
and the Dimicks added two or more yokes, and the
sled was filled with boys and girls from the numerous
families.
Children of Joel, Jr., and Abigail (Coult) Converse:

Francis WisoN Converse,! bormm 17 January 1815;
died, in Lyme, 26 Sept. 1880; married, @ Nov,
1852, Clara H. Chandler, (190)

Jurius Miner Converse,” Docror, born 3 January, 1816;
studiéd medicine with Dr. Woodward of the State
Lunatic Asylum, Worcester, Mass., and aftrrwards
in Philadelphia, where he died, 16 May 1841, while
engaged in hospital practice, _

Ap1oa1L MatsoN Conversg,” born 8 May 1817, About
1842 or 1843 she went to Hanover Co., Va,, to
teach in several families, principally, however, in
those of Col. Shelton, and Wm, T, H. Pollard.
At the home of the lntter she had both boarding
and day scholars. *"Some of the noblest women
in Hanover Co, at this time are indebted, for
their developiment, both of heart and intellect, to
her teaching in which she exerted & very elevating
nnd beautiful and lusting influence. As a woman
she was one of the purest and sweetest in dispo-

Ablgall Matson Converse.
sition. As a poetess she was highly gifted.” She wus stricken down with her last ./

illness while teaching in Hanover Co., and died in Richmond,Va., 4 Dec, 1851. <.
WirLiam Convense,” born 10 Nov. 1818; dwd in Lyme, 27 March 1819
Lavra ApeLia Convenrsg,” born 13 Feb. 1820; died, in Lyme, 15 Oct. 1848. 7,’ "o
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Lyma Converse,” born 7 July 1821; married Willinin Washburn Morey; died in Franklin,
Masn., 23 Juno 1885, (197

Samuxr, ixny Conversr J born 7 May 1823 died
in Orford, N, H., 12 Jan. 1844,

Hanmier Newen Convense,’ born 11 Dec. 1824;
died, in Lyme, 16 March 1854,

= MARILLA THERESA Convensg,’ born 7 Sept. 1326;
died in Oakdale, Mass., 5 Jan, 1892; married,
1st, Harrison W, Babbitt; 2nd, Harrison
Wyman. (198)

CanoriNne WiLson CoNveRrse,! born B July 1828;
married, 1st, T. Jerome Stark; 2nd, Apollos
Everett Howard. (199)

WiLLiam Amuenst Court Convense,” REVEREND,
born 30 April 1830; married, 1st, 11 July
1858, Mary Tibbetts; married, 2nd, Mrs. Sarah
Dimick Waite Smith. (200) :

Mary g:;:;:nnsm,' born 4 March $835;died 4 March Harriet Newel) Converse,

6. THERON CONVERSE® (Joel'(29), Thomas,! Samuel,® Sergegnt Sam-
ue!.:BDér-KsEdward‘), born in Thompson, Conn., 19 May 1787. Hé married,
. . first, in Lyme, N. H., 25 October 1 r
who was born, in Lyme, 1 Septe.

the daughter of Deacon Willi

ruary 1821. He married, sec-
ovember 1821, Miriam Carpenter,
esse and Polly (Fairfield) Carpenter,
born, 8 May\793, on the farm in the eastern part of
Ly, where parents resided for many years.
nverse homestead, in Lyme, 13
August 1860, where her_husband also died 7 April
1861. They were both 1
tional Church of Lyme.
hospitable, fond of company,
nieur. He was also fond of music, played the fife in
singing school, and sang a great deal even to old age.
heAost more than half of his right hand by the accidehtal discharg,

—

f a gun,

*Mary Porter's older sister, Clarissa, married Otis Coanverse, Theron's older brother,
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Army-of the Republic, in which he has several times held ofice— M5 and Mrs,
Hing have one daughter:
Rumh Eitzasere Kingbe

198. MARILLA THERESA CONVERSE’ (Joel* (69), Joel,* Thomas,*
Samuel,® Sergeant Samuel® Deacon Edward!), born in Lyme, N. H., 7 Sep-
tember 1826; married, first, in Auburn, N. H., 18 May 1848, by Rev. Mr.
Holmes, to Harrison Willard Babbitt, who was born in Barre, Mass., 31 March
1812, the son of Isaac and Sarah (Phinney) Babbitt of Barre. Isaac Babbitt
moved from Norton, Mass., to Barre about 1810, and Sarah Phinney was from
Middleboro, Mass,  Mr. and Mrs. Harrison Willard Babbitt commenced house-
keeping in Concord, N. H.; whence they removed to Worcester, Mass., about
January 1849. They resided in the latter city until September 1882,when they

e 9,4 rl - .l
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Mrs, Marllla Thercsa{Uonverse )Babbitt. Harrison Willard Babbitt.
moved to Barre, Moss., having bought the old homnestead there. Harrison Wil-
lard Babbitt died, in Barre, 4 August 1885, and his remains lie in the family
lot in that town. He was a man of strong convictions, and never lacked
courage to make them® known. He was thrifty, persevering and industrious.

Marilla T. (Converse) Babbitt was married, second, in Hartford, Conn., 4
January 1888, by Rev. Charles E. Stowe, to Harrison Wyman, whose father
was Levi Wyman of Chesterfield, N. H., and whose mother was Mrs. Polly
(Witt) Brown, a widow when she married Levi Wyman. Harrison Wymsan
was a farmer, and resided in Hubbardston, Mass., where he was a deacon in
the Congregational Church. On his farm there, called “Bleakside,” Mr. and
Mrs. Wyman lived until his death 30 August 1891, Mrs. Wyman thereafter
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resided with her children until her death, 5 January 1892, at the home of her
daughter Mary, in Oakdale, Mass.; she was laid to rest in the family lot in
Barre, -

The short poems written by her at various times were collected by her
children after her death, and published in a booklet entitled “Mother’s Poems,”
from the press of Lucius P. Goddard, Worcester, 1892, They consist largely
of devotional verses and poems of home life. :

It seems desirable to preserve the following obituary notices by republication
here:

Mr. Harrison W. Babbitt departed this life at his home in Barre, Mass,, on
the afternoon of August 4th, 1885, aged seventy-three years, A serious accident,
followed by five days and nights of suffering, was, in the Divine Providence the
cause of his sudden removal from ‘‘the weakness of earth to the eternal strength
and blessedness of heaven.”

In early life Mr. Babbitt made a public profession of his faith in Christ, and
during more than fifty years witnessed a good confession, both in the busy life of
the city, and later, in the quietude of the country. Morm‘ng and evening for
more than thirty years the family gathered around the altar where the Bible
was read, and where the husband and father commended his household to the care
of the Heavenly Father. He believed it & good custom to begin the day with
God. He lived to see nearly all his children walking in the path to Heaven; and,
when on the bed of death, he commended his loved ones in prayer to God, asking
that they may all be united in love to each other and in love to the Lord. His
desire seemed to be to recover, yet he asked to have his own will merged in the
Lord’s will, saying, “If it be thy will to remove me now, then prepare me by thy
grace to come home to Thee."” )

As the years advanced, Mr. Babbitt seemed to love more and more the service
of the sanctuary, and, when able to attend church, was found in his place in the
Sabbath School, It was his custom and delight, when his best friends were visiting
him, to recall the sermons which he heard in early years; sermons preached on
some gpecial occasion. He would repeat the text, also give many leading thoughts
of the sermon.  About & year before his death he listened to a sermon which made
& lasting impression upon his mind. The text was: “For what is your life? It is
even & vapor that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” On his
sick bed, he asked to have the beatitudes in Matthew 5 read to him. The firat,
‘“Blessed are the poor in spirit,” seemed to cheer him the most. He said to those
of his family about him, ““My work is done, but it is all right.” The end came
sooner than his physicians and his family expected. On the afterncon of the fifth
day of suffering, the ‘ messenger” came and unbound the bands of clay very gently
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and at the last he “fell asleep’ to wake no more on earth., His physician whispered,
““He is gone,” and the beloved physician, & few old and tried friends, and his
family, who were gathered about his bed, turned away, feeling that they were on
holy ground.

Three days later the funeral obsequies were attended at the pleasant, ample
homestead, and the hushand and father was bome slowly to the place of burial,
and, by the hands of old schoolmates, laid to rest beside the son with whom he had
parted in tears and sadness just fifteen simmers ago. Thus, the family who re-
cently, once and again and again, have been called to mourn over loved kindred
departed, are lonely and sad, feeling that home—the home where he was born, the
home where he wished to live and die—is not the same to them; yet it is not gloomy,
for the precious promises of God are fulfilled to them, *My grace shall be sufficient
for thee.” May the dear children heed the wise counsels and emulate the virtues
of the father, who loved them, end loves them still. May they imitate his habits
of temperance, industry and frugality, and then, with the blessings of Heaven,
may they hope for a long and useful life, a safe and peaceful death.—{Christian
Observer.)

The announcement of the death of Mrs. Wyman, formerly Mrs. Harrison
Babbitt, was a surprise to her many friends in this town, where she had been visit-
ing only & short time before her death. It seems that she was taken with the illness
that proved fatal shortly afier leaving here, and while visiting at her daughter’s
(Mrs. Bradley) at Oskdale. The funeral services were held in the Congregational
Chapel, in this place, on Thursday of last week, with the attendance of a considerable.
number of her friends and former neighbors. Rev. Wm, A, C. Converse, a brother
of the deceased, of Piermont, N. H., was present at the services, with his wife,
He, with a sister, who was not able to attend, is now the only surviving mem-
ber of a family of twelve, Mrs. Wyman was a woman greatly devoted to her
family, and her life illustrated the home virtues: She was a person of much thought
and could express herself readily, both in conversation and with her pen. Not a
few of her poems have been published.—(Barre Gazette.)

By the death of Mrs. Wyman, Jan. §, the churches in Hubbardston and in
Barre have lost one known and prized as a helper. Her Christian life commenced
in ehildhood in her home in Lyme, N. H., where she united with the church in 1845,
As s mother she has ministered to her own household of seven children and found
time to give to the needs of the neighborhood and of the church. Her pastor
always expected her at the prayer-mectings, and was helped by her faithfuloess.
Her membership was for twenty-three years with the Barre church, where she was
buried.

Many will recall poems from her pen printed in the Christian Ohserver, but
frequently copied in other papers. One of these, “Songs of Heaven,” bearing



el .1/3_ .;/3,}4 Fitchburg, Mass., and taught school one year in

. 1_“7"/&,_,4_&_. ,27.€. Holeombe, and was married to him at the family
ol

dapriid e X

332 The Converse Family

her initials, ‘M. T. B.” and printed in “Mother, Home and Heaven” will be doubly
dear to the children and friends who mourn her loss.—(Congregationalist.)

Marilla Theresa Converse, widely known as a contributor to our columns, gver
the initials of “‘M. T. B.” and wife of the late Harrison W. Babbitt, of Barre, Mass.,
died Jan. 5th, at the home of her daughter, Mrs. Mary A. Bradley, in Oskdale,
Mass.

She was born in Lyme, N. H., Sept. 7, 1826, and in her early childhood be-
came a Christian, and learned to love the Christian Observer, published by her
cousins in a far-away State, for which she frequently contributed both prose and
poetry in later years. :

Abby M. Converse (C. M. A.) her eldest sister, wrote for the Observer many
years ago.  After her death, through a remarkable experience, the sister’s mantle
fell upon Marills, and she immediately began writing.

She was married to Harrison W. Babbitt, May 18, 1848, and for nearly forty
years led & most devoted home life at Worcester and Barre, Mass,

Into that home were born four sons and three daughters. In early manhood
one son was called from the family circle. The other children survive her. With
all the home devotion, she still found time to lay a sympathizing hand on the brow
of the sick, to close sightless eyes, to pray with and comfort bereaved ones and
labor earnestly for church, charitable and missionary work.

The poem, ““ Waiting,” which we print on the first page this week, was found
in her writing-desk after her death. It was among the last, if not the latest, of
her poems.—(Christian Observer.)

Children of Harrison Willard and Marilla Theresa (Converse) Babbitt:

CLARA Francss Baneirr,” born in Worcester, Mass,, 5 June 1849; united with the Con-
gregational Church in Barre in Sept. 1871; resided for some years in Franklin and

Hartland, Conn., whera she met Amherst Lanman

liome, in Barre, 30 Nov. 1882, by Rev. Joseph F,
Gaylord, Mr. Holcombe wesbornin Granby, Conn.,
29 March 1822, and was the son of James and
Miriam (Colt) Holcombe. Amberst Lanman Hol-
combe waa a successful farmer, and, on his hill-
side furn in Granby, Conn,, they lived until Sept.,
1887, when they moved to Hartford, Conn,, where,
in exchange for the Granby farm, he had taken a
smaller farm on “Brindly Hill” just within the
city limits of Hartford. Mr. Holcombe died there
14 Oct. 1894. He was an industrious and thrifty
farmer, a good financier, interested in local and
natiooal afiairs, and a member of the Congregu-
tional Church, Mrs, Holcombe continued to live Johuson,
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in the Hartford honie until lier second marriage, in Hariford, 8 Dec. 1897, by Rev.
Joseph H. Twitchell of Hartford, to Lusias Sanborn Johnson, whe was born in
Newport, Me., 15 June 1845, the son of John and Mary (Rowley) Johnson, lived
in Manchester, N. H., after he was three vears old. He removed to Southarn
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Fines, N. C., in February 1803, where Mr. and Mrs. Johnson reside on his farm,

and where she is o member of the Congregational Church.
Children:

R e N

Frang L::wm HovcomBe,' b, in Granby, Conn,
29 Sepi. 1885; bapt. June, 1889, by Rev.
Joseph H., Twitchell of the Asylum Hill
Church of Hartford, Conn.
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fhw te d rL J",“‘Z‘KATE Miriam Hovncomne,! b. in Hartford, Conn.,

. - 22 Nov. 1B8R; bapt., June 1889, by Rev.
,ym L& Tl Q/“‘: Joseph H, Twitchell.
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1900, he was Superintendent of the Willard Scresn Plate Co., metal manufacturers
of Fitchburg. Since January, 1800, he has been sales agent, Screen Plats Depart
ment, Union Machine Co., Fitchburg, He is also 8 member of the firm of Bahbijst
Bros., at Fitchburg, manufacturers of Samson screws and patent stove dampers, ate.

Edwin Converse Babbitt, Mra. Edlth Adetine (Foster) Babbltt,

He joined the Rollstone Congregational Church in 1871. Heis s member of Charles
W. More Lodge, F.& A.M_; is a charter member of Fitchburg Commandery United

| /Marn g ﬂ/gd/!m.{q'
Cug /3. 110D
i' /t'i"uf&'l'.. _ 3 "
‘Lf,ofmrautf/jaﬂf‘{f/m fliu
?ﬂf;t & orithle. ﬁu;ﬁ."..-, 3

lda Marrisn Babbitt,
Order Golden Cross, and has for years been a temperance worker in she Temple of
Honor. 1n Winthrop, Me., on 22 Sept. 1874, at the silver wedding of her parentas, he
married Edith Adeline Foster, the eldest daughter of Charles and Angelia (Parlin)
Foster of Winthrop. Ons child was born to them, 2 July 1575, Ipa Mammman
Bamsirt,? who is & stenographer, unmarried,
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FRaNk Awrex Banwrrr! bomn in Worcester, Masa., 16

July 1853;lived at home until within a short time
Previous to his death in Barre, 25 Aug. 1870. On
the white marble stone which marks the head of
his grave in Barre are these words, eloguent to his
memory:
“Our Frank, — Amisble, Obedient, Truthful,
These were his leading virtues,”

Many Avrice Banmirr,! born in Waorcester, Masa., 19 Nov,

1855; united with

d““" 9”‘"3’ /’IJ
bk /4‘“‘“4

Mra. Mary Alice (Babbitt) Bradiley,

the Congregational
Church in Barre in
July 1868, She was
tnarried, in  Barre,
30 Nov, 1882, by
Rev. Joseph F, Gay-
lord (same date and service as the marriage of
her sister Clara) to William Charles Bradley, who is
the son of William and Mary (Cochran) Bradley of
Lowell, Mass. Mr. and Mrs. William Charles Brad-
| ley resided in Nashus, N. H., where he was in the

Frank Allen Babbiet,

service of the Boston & Maine R. R. Co., uniil
April, 1891, when they bought the old home in
Barre where they resided until Novembher of the )
same year, They then removed to Oakdale, Mass,
where Mr. Bradley re-entered the service of the

B. & M. R. K. asstation egent at Oakdale, In February, 1895, they removed from

Onkdale to Fitchburg,
employ of Lhe Fitchburg R.

Mass., where Mr, Bradley continues railroad service in the

R.  Heis a prominent member of the Independent

Order of Odd Fellows. Children:
‘ -
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High 5‘“‘?‘? Eoat “T‘il;?f"\‘;,‘é‘éd}fj; Wilitum Elmer Bradiey. (A ¥ af . & e 85/t
’ Iltfz:f'.l '?‘Eﬁr‘ég;?ww:re tendered &an Lllian Bradley.

informal reception by ahout 30
members of the Altrurian cluxs and
pother members of the First Metho-
dist church at thelr home Sunday
afternoon. The party met at the
church and made the trip to tha
i Benedlet home by automohlle, Rev.
Charies H. Davis, In behaif.of the
friends, presented the couple with
8 $20 gold plece, Mrs, Benedict also
received potted plants, bouquets of;
flowern, frulls and other gifts. Mras,-
Benedict has heen an invalld for the.
past eight vears and previous to her
!Hlmss witA most active in the work
of the young peopls of the church.
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b, in Nashus, N. H., 28 April 1884.
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b., in Nashua, 28 Qet. 1885; d. 17 May 1888,

wshus, 7 Dec. 1888.
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Kare Maria Baesrrr,? born in Worcester, Mass., 7 Oct. 1560; united with the Congre-
gational Church, in Barre, in January 1886, and with Union megrega.ﬁnnn.l.ﬂhurch,
in Worcester, in November 189]. She way married, at her sister Clara’s home in
Hartford, 5 May 1891, by Rev. William H, Gilbert, to Hiram Newton Cudworth,

el

Hiram Newton Cudworth, Marllla Converse Cudwuruli. Mra. Kate M. (Bébhim -.Cudu_‘orth.
who is theson of Shadrach Nye and Muriah Antvineite (Keith) Cudwarth t!i_‘Baud-
wich, Mass. Hiram Newton Cudwarth is a machinist. He served ‘e appletitice-

ship in the fa- = AR

mous works of SEUEIET Y| g i
Brown & Bharp ‘ ' i) . i
in Providence, | - HET- N -
R.I. Aboutr1883 CR S ""“:_" i
he removed rto: 3 e
Worcester)Mass., 3 by s “:'. s
where he entered 0 o
the employ of | \ =5 |
Preniice Hros., '9(-._g j
builders of luthies AT L
and upright S
drills, In 1890 ‘1‘_1— 4
he was promoted -
to the _pomtlon Bt s e
of superintend-

Mre. Margaret E. {Condra) Babbitt. ent, and has Alfred Lincoln Bahblef,

since so continved, To Mr. and Mrs. Cudwortl oue child, MariLia Convensg Cup-

wonrH,” born 21 May 1893, baptized 27 L -

Sept. 1893 by Rev. Dr. Davis, pastor
Union Church.

d. S..fj -, IQ#ALFHED Lincorn Bapeirr,* horn in Barre Masa.,

11 Nov. 1862; married in Warcesterf’l

7/ Mass., June 1849, Murgaret Elizabetlid [
- ondra: Children: ™ |
. ALice Maritta Baverrr? b, jn Barre/ (R
) 26 Oct. 1890. J/( 7 Jj«, 137 & =
CaTHERINE FrANcEs Bapmirr b., in
' };‘ | 2 b,
od{(d v 9 Barre, 28 March 1894, _ : ey
ﬂ % ‘ /?fy Harpivg Evagene Basmirr! b, in Barre, & = = =
Qe Mags, Mass., 28 March 1896, Alice Marilla Babbite.

. Q)_}_c! [ 'j_’ lcl b__q Catherine !"rnz.mu HBablite,
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MirToN Peck Banpirr.! born, in Barre, 2 Jan. 1867,  After attending Eastman’s Busi-,

. 1 ness College, in Poughkeepsie, N. Y., he engaged ns book-keeper in the hardware

j ted ‘%m store of A. B. Lawrence in Fitchhurg, Mass., but his employer soon discovered
his ability as a snlesman, and in the latter capacity he remnined for three yeam.

. /# /?/} Subgequently he resided in Birmingham, Ala., for one year, when he accepled an
uay' offer from his former emplover, A.R. Lawrence, in Fitchburg, for a three years’
contract. After the expirntion of this engagement e was in the employ of Cummings

& Shedd, bardware dealers, in Fitchburg.,  In Sept. 1897, he accepted a position

with the Danforth Chemieal Co. of Leominster, Mnss., became a partner in the firm,

and was elected Secretary, which position he still holds, He is also a member of

the firm of Bablitt Bros, of Fitchburg, composed of his brother, Edwin Converse

Milton Peck Babbiet, Mre. Jiarriet Mariah(Dalton) Babblts.

Bubbitt, and himself, manufacturers of screws, patent stove dampers, etc. He is
a prominent Mason, Odd Fellow, and club man,—geninl, generous and popular with
all,  He was married, in Fitehburg, 26 June 1884, hy Rev. James F. Albion,
pastor of the Tniversalist Church of Fitchburg, to Harriet Mariah Dalton, who was
Lorn in Stockbridge, Vt., 8 Aug. 1808, the daughter of Isaasc and Laura Ann
{AlLbott) Dalton of Stockbridge.

CAROLINE WILSON CONVERSE' (Joe' (69), Joel® T,

Mra. Caroline Wilson{Conversc)Btark,
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The line of descent of Elizaheth Bixby who married Joel Converse® (20) was
as follows:

1. Joskrn Bixny.
IT. Brniamn Bixny.
II1, Samuen Bixny.
IV, Jonarian Bixny.
V. ErLizankrn Bixny,



Birby Family.

JOSIEPI BINBY! came from Englsind about 1637 lived in Tpswieh, Mass.,
until 1660: whenee he moved toa settiement in the town of Rowley, Mass,, known
as Rowley Village, hut afterwards incorporated as the town of Boxford, Mass.
Tn 1683, Joseph Bixhy s name appears upon the petition for €he incorporation of
the town, signed by (he five prineipal settlers. This aceonnt of him eomes largely
from Petley’s History of BoxTord, which freaquently mentions him, and says that
he was one of the leading men of the village.  Beference is mide therein to - the
purchase by hineand five olhers of 3000 acres of kuul; aad another purehase by
himwith three ofhers of 800 acres, He was astoekhaolder in the iron works estab-
lished b Lynnin 1611 by o Lomdon sydieate sepresented by John Winthrop, Jr.
He wax one of the Seleetmen of Bostord,  About 1682 he was one of a
commitier to go (o Cambralege (o Cpilol fo Topsichd"" the Bev, Joseph Capen
the newly appointed niinister,  Tn 1G85 and 1689 he was one of The howdaries
committec, I 1691 he was one of The Gl mens ITn TGOS 16029 he was one of
the committee for the completion of the meeling house. He was styled O Sep-
gonnd " il wag aomember of the Rowley Train Band, In Ning Philip’s War
(E675-1676) he served in Capl. Samuael Broeklebank s company. Beeause he
hiel Deer posted, with o few others, to goard e gareison honse ad Marlborough
he eseaped The fervible fate of Capl, Broeklehank and many of his comnudes in
the hght af Swdbary.

MARSACIHITSETTTS ARCTHVES.
Yol. 65: 68,

To the Honnoreld Goveroner and Counsell.

This may Ceriefie that we have Lnpresed Twellve men aecording o our war-
rent and have given them eharge 1o i themselves well with warme elonthing and
we hope {hey will and doe indever to fixe themsellves as well as they ean only some
of them are men that are but Ifely come to towne amld want armes ihe which to
provide for them we must prese other mens armes which is very greavious (exeept

(805)



806 The Bixby Family

they can be provided for upon the Country aceount.: whieh would be very aceept-
able if it ecould he
The Nmmes of the men are

Josern Bixnie

Dated Rowley 20th of November 1675, by me Samuell Brocklebanke Capt.

Vol. GS: 96.
Lists of Soldiers under Major Appleton {1675):

Josern Brasny

Vol, 6S: 9.

A list of the names of ye Souldiers Returned as Tinpressed for ye Service of
the Country out of Mssex—(1675):

from Rowley,

JosEmt BixBie.

Vol. 107: 18,

At a Towen meting hild in boxford the 20¢h of may ’89 the towen have Chosen
5 or 6 asistane to Juyen with the oueld goverment acording fo Chartor rites Chosen
in may 168G and then Sworen to hee the goverment of this Coleny also mr waight
wintrup to be the Maiger genarall of this year in seuing also the Towenhave Chosen
John Pebody to bee a representetive for the Towen and 1o Carey onr votes to hos-
ton our miends being in boston all reilly for reasuming of goverment.

Josken Bixnz in the
hehalf of the Towen.

Vol. 107: 142,

This may informe the Honored Governer and asistene and represend atives or
the Sevoerall Touns of this Colony that we who are the souldiers of Boxford have-
ing reseved orders for the nominasyon of officers whare thare is wanting sl ouf
former ofliser Sancent Biasike by name being allogether disinabled by reson of
age and infirmytyes of Body that we are wholy destytule, whaerfore seording to
orders we reseved from your honers, we have by o unanimous voyee nomonnated
Ens. Johu Peabudy 1o be our Licuetennent and John Perley to he our lnsigne:
Humbly in treating the Honored Courte to Istablish them by Commitions in
thare places as nbove mentioned they being knowen men and of good acount.

SancanNt Joseen Byxipe,

dat the 24th of June, 1689.
SaMuEL SyMonps: CLARK
Joun Cnavwick

In the name of the foot souldiers of Boxford,
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Boston, 27th June, 'S80,
The Governor and Councill do allow and eonfirme the above nomination of
Oflicers in the respeetive places unto whieh they are appointed.
134, AvppiNuroN, SEC’y.

Consented to allowed & Confirmed by the Representalives, the above written
Nomination officers 1n Boxford in there Respeetive places unto which they are ap-
pointed.

Diated as above sd.
Arrnst, Enenrzer Pour, CLERK.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACNUSETTS.
OFFICE OF TUE SECREPARY,
Bosron, Arnti 10Tn, 1000,
1 certify the foregoing citations to be true abstraets from the Massachusetts
Areliivea deposited in this oflice.

(512800} Wrrnkss the Seal of the Conimonwealth,
War. M. Oni,
Secretary.

nge's Tlistory of Rowley also ineludes arecord of Joseph Bixby 's military
serviee in 1675-1676 (pp. 181 to 190); his petition with four others to the Gen-
eral Court for the incorporation of the town (pp. 365, 366) ; and his purchase in
conjunction with Franeis Peabody, Abraham Reddington, and Williim Toster
of SO aeres bounded north by land of Dorman, Cummins and Stiles, west by the
Andover line, south by Wade’s brook, ete., and east by various lots of land
(p- 350}, In that history his name appears first upon a committee in hehalf of
the Village of Rowley in a boundary agreement, 7 July 1685, between the Village
of Rowley aml the town of Rowley (pp. 367, 368).

Joseph Bixby made a marringe ngreement on-thie 15th of the 10th month 1647
with the young widow of Luke I[Teard of Salishury, who died in 1645 leaving two
sons, Juhn and Tdmund wnder thirteen. Mr. and Mrs. Heard had also lived in
Ipswich.  Mr. Heard was young when lis death oceurred.  His widow’s maiden
name was Sarah Wyalt. At the time of her marriage with Mr. Bixby her parents
wore hobh living, and her mother was owning land in Assinglon, sulfolk Co., Iing-
fand.  Joseph Bixhy died 19 April 1700, being agren, His will was made 11 No-
vember 1699, and proved 6 Mareh §703-4. 1Tis widow died 3 June 1704, nged S4.

¢ Joxeph and Sarah Bixby were noted people for those days, and the Bixbys
have always been romarkable for great energy, foree and moral purity,””  The
name * Bixhy’" is of Danish origin, hut. the family eame from Lingland.
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Children of Joseph and Saval (Wil Heard) Braly:

Josien Baxny? born in Ipswich, Mass, 1619; svried, 20 Murel 1682, Sirah, dangliter
of John and Samb (Badier) Could of Popstickl, amd prancldaughter of Zavccheus
Cionld of ‘Topshicld, formerly of Hened Hempated mud Missenden, Fogland,

Joseph Bixhy? was Selectman of Boxford, a ember of the Boaford Chureh,
and one of the Chveeh Commities appointed to setile differences with the Paprsficlil
Churel in regard to the ordinntion of the minister of the Chirel in Boxtord,  1lig
deseendants settled in Hophinten, Miss, e was also asoldier in King Philip’s
War under Maj. Appleton, for whivh serviee hig son Juho reee v s geant of Tand,

Daneen Jx v, horm, in Ipswich, 165315 werricd Tannah Chanedler of Andover 2 Dee, 1671
will, proved FJIuly 1717, e wife 1annah, and ehildren Josepl, Thomas, David,
Mephilioshoth, Mary, Hannab, ol dangghiter-in-daw, Raclel; wife and son Joseph,
exvertorss lved in Andover, Mass, e v the aneestor of e, Bixhy of Ludlow,
Vt., amd Dr, Bishy of Poultney, Vi, hrothers, who were surgeons in the Civil War;
anl also aneestor of Maj. AL Lishy of Franecatown, N, 1L, o gallnt officer of
the Civil War.  Daniel Bishy®'s grandson, Samuel isby'(horn, Andover, 31 Aug.
1716, son of Mephibosheth?), rendered military serviee in 1759 in the French and
Fndinn War,  Mephibasheth® also hud son Daniel' wha el son Junathan® of whom
the onby reeord s 1Lat he was bora 15 Dee, 31701 married 1 June 1768, Esther Gale
ol Weston, and zett wd in Winehendon,

Renaamis Brxny,? horn, in Ipswich, in 165333 married Mary ———; lived in Topsfield;
progenitor of Jizbuth Bixhy, 2od wile of Joel Converse,

Sanan Bexny,? born, in Ipswich, in 16555 died 18 Jan, 1657,

Navtiasnzn Bixnw? bar, in Tpswich, in 16575 died 11 July 1658,

Mary Hixny,? horn, in Ipawiel, 18 P, H95 married —— Stone,

Geonne Bixny,? hor in Rowley; his descendants have lived in Boxford, Mass, {0 the
prosent day.

Josarnan Bixny ) barn in Rowley;  married Sued Smith of Topstieh! 2 VFeb, 1692-3;
lived in Moxfund and i descondants resided there Tor many years; will, proved
90 May 1717, names wile, chibben Jonathan, Lovddine Pagge, aond minor children
Nastheniel, Roth, Mary, Swsonah, Bebecea, ard Pling,  Hle wan one of the select-
men of Boxford,  Perleys History of Bosford mentions Jis rogquest for dizninl
Frany the Topstiell Chinrely i onler 4o Juin with others jo Torming (he lirst vhureh
in Bosford,  Among his desecndads were Gov, Farndane of Vermont and ol
2.1, Bishy who wasa galbant olfiver of the Cocii War aond died in Conened, N,
Jonathan aml Saral (Swith) Bixhy el =on Jonathan, e, horn 1696, 1 arried,
1735, Ruth Fulter of Middieton, aud died, in Middleton, 1750 -1 Jonathan and
Ruth (Fullerd Bixty bad 11 elikdren ineladiog Joeathan aml Nathaniel, The latter
was a soldier in 1756, when he was aged 20, ad it s st was wounded, sl that
Isis unele Iiias of Sheflield journeyed 1o Albany Lo Jook alter him,

Antaarn 1ixey? horn in Rowley.

BENJAMIN BINBY? (Joseph®) orn in Tpswich in 1653; married Mary—-—;

lived in Topsficld, Mass.; his ehildren were Benjamin, Jr., Joshua, Caleh, Samuel,
George, Nathan, Elizabeth, Jacoh, Jemima and Riehard as follows:

Brvaamy Bixoy? Ju,, born 26 Nov. 1675; settled in Killingly, Conn,; died 1 Nec. 1744,
Miss Larned’s History of Windham County, Conn, stys e was the finst resident
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of thut part of Fhowmpson Parizh in Killinglv known as ' Beandy Hill,’" and con-
{ains m acemmt of his wife being shot and severely wounded by wodrunken Indinng
Fle was one of the five keaading owen of the North Parishoof Rillingdy at the tine of
s organication as Thompezon Parkh in 1728 ol was appointed to represent the
Yarizh in the negotiatons with killingly for the formation of (he new townzhip.
e was one af the original bvendy-vight sizners of the covenant in the fornvationg
of thee new ehureh of Thompeson Parksh, was prominent in the fornetion of the new
ehnrel, sestded in bulding the wecting house, and i 1730 was chosen Dercon,
At the first fown meetiog in Thampson Parish, 25 Nov, 1728, he was chosen one
of the four townsmen,  Miss Larned alwo @avs that when he removed to Kallingly
in 1715 Le bronght with him an apple tree whicl furnished that region with early
appdes for oneamd a half centuries. It was always known as ““the Bixby apple’” —
aovery pleasant, juiey apple. His fann is now (1901) oceupied hy Mr, Mark Davis,
brother of Gen, Gearge Davis, {irst UL 8. Aeting Governor of Porto Rico,

Josuvia Brxsy)® married, 2 April 1711, Mary Davis,

Carkn By ® prolahly ason of Benjamin? and Mary,

Samoen By Laplized 2 June 165805 marvied Martha Underwond ;) anecstor of Tliza-
Leth (or 194z Binby who married Jool Converse® settled in Sutton, Mass,
Gronae Brony? DLorn 30 i 16925 aneestor of Rev, ML 1L Bishy, DY, of Providenen,

1K, and of MessJolieon of Peovidenee, wife of Rev, T, Johoson, M1,

Narnan Bevon,? bopn o Nove 16015 settled in Nillingly, Conn; aneestor of George Hishy,
cditor of Pttt (N2 V) Bepabliean; alseanecstor of Rev, Newell W, Bishy,
aoneden] Wpee WAL Baptisl elermyvioan of Towiy, who was 90 years old 15 T 1599,
pathan®s eon, Holoman, was bomin Bosford, 26 Oct 1732, died in Htafionl Conn.,
Hix tormbetone bears thds insediption, Do memory of Mre. Solomen Rishy who
died Janueey 270 188 He was e o sappaorter of the Christian relistion, ad
a friean] of his countey, and of mankingl.”" 0 has been sadd (hat e wis asobilier
in e American ey i the Revolutionary War, and that o “Tricmd of his conn-
trv'! refors o thal sepvies, Was Lie the Solomon Bishy who served 1 May 1751
to 21 Dee, 15851 i Capt, Zeldon Batler’s Co,, o Ath regineent Conn, Line?  Nae
s pnaleonceg, Aavont and Jesset (cons of Nathan') both eerved in the Amiedean
Armv in the Bovelutionary War, The former enlisted 8 Jan, 1775 in Capt, Will-
foms" Col, Coll Juhineson™s regiment. of Connecticut; amld Jecae in Capt, Green’s Co,,
LU yeinnnd mailitiz of Conmedtient mnd was at New York in 1776, Nathan Bishy,
Jr, wosa soldier in (e Frenel s Tadian War, 1756 { Larned 's Hstory of Wind-
Levm o, Conne, Vol 1op, 5670,

Frazauron Bixin " Lovn HE Nav, 1607,

Jacon By Lom 29 Al 17005 settled in Killingly, Conng; omareied BElizabeth Jewett,
1= zon Sannel® was Born in Thompson, Canng, & May 1767, maeried, 28 Fel, 1988
Festher Bllithenpe; vetooved 1o Bridpord, Ve, in 17910 Anong their chililoen were
Sally Bisbys who mareiod Jaeen Converse? of Bridport, and Jacoly Bisby ® father
of C.C, Wixhby® of Brockton, Mass,

JEatara Bevwy )t Lopo 26 T, 1702,

tearann sy ® mentioned in Larned s History of Windlzon County, Conng, oy buikding
with odliers o pew Tor themselves in Thompson i Churel ahont 15349,

SAMURT, BINBY?® (Benjawin? Joseph®), haptized 2 June 1680; settled in
Sutton, Mass.,, North Parish (now Millbury, Mass<) about 1716, Benediet’s
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Tistory of Sulton haa record of him and his ehildren (p. 590}, where the namne is
spelled ¢ Bixbee,”’ and says that his was one of the original thirty fumilies aul
that his name is entered as o sebtler on lob number four of the cight lots.

The IGlingty Chureh records give the marringe of Samuel Bixby and Martha
Underwood, 14 May 1718.

e New England Hist. and Gen. Register, Vol. 38, p. 402, gives date of birth
of Martha Underwood‘ as 30 June 1689. Her line of deseent was Thomas,?
Joseph,! as follows:

Joserr Unprrwoob,' born, in Hingham, 1637; freeman, Watertown,
1645; married, first, 13 Teb, 1658, Mary Ward; marriced, seeond, in Dor-
cliester, Mass,, 20 April 1665 (Barry says 1662), Mary How of Dorchester;
probably from London. Bond’s Watertown says Joseph was a pro-
prictor at Hingham 1637, and afterwards of Watertown ; that his brother,
Thomas, represented Hingham 1636 and 1648, moved to Watertown
where he was scleetman 1656, and in his will left his nephew, Thomas
(son of Joseph), then living with hiin, all his real estate except ten acres.
Morse’s Sherborn says Joseph died in Watertown 16 (12) 1676, aged 62
and that in 1666 Mary How wus dismissed from the church in Dorches-
ter io the chureh in Watertown. .

Tromas UnpErwoow,? of Cambridge; born 11-8-1658; heir to hisuncle;
solls land 1694, 1697; married, 19 Nov, 1679, Mary Patmer. Searches by
Mr. Jiben Putnam, genealogist, correet a previous misapprehension as 1o
the identity of & Thomas Underwood who was the seeund hushand of Mrs.
Magdelen Underwood, widow of still another Thomas Underwood.  The
results of Mr. Putham’s investigations are therefore included here and are
as follows: .

+

Mury Howe who married Joseph Underwond at Dorcliester, 26 April 1665, was his
second wife. Shie died, in Watertown, 23 Jan. 1667-8, and may bLe that Mary who tes-
tified in o Concord case in 1666, when she wiin aged 47 yenrs.

Jouseph Underwood was a Lrother of Thomas Underwood, Sr., of Watertown, who
settled there in 1651, whither he was followed by Jogeph in 1054, Joseph's first wife
Mury, died 13 Murch 1658-8; four montha after the birth of her son, Thomas, who becama
his unele Thomas® Leir.

Thomas Underwood, son of Joseph, way the third of that name in Watertown, In
the will of lis uncle, dated 15-12-1G67 nud proved 7 April 1668, he is eailed *‘son of
my brother Joseply, now living with me. '+ 1fe is to have and enjoy us his proper inherit-
ance the home-stall, house, barn, and ail lands except the lot bought of Charles Stearns.
¢ RBut if he proves stubborn or rebellions nguinat his aunt, my wife,”” then shie his power
to disinherit him.,

The aunt, Magdalen, married again, 7 Sept. 16069, & second Thomas Underwood
who died in 1680, leaving 8 will in which he numes his son Thomas in England,  Thiy
Thomas of Watertown is probably he whom Robert Atking in his letter to John Leveretl
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The nbove pedigree 13 entirely from coniepuriuedus recatcs and each item is proven by the record, except where quetierd.
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(lated 1672) Fronn Boston, old Bopland, nwentions as having been e linan deaper and
somne fen oe twelve years sinee pooe o New gl wheee he nevied again, s tiet
wile was o Vikon, He was peolably aorelative of Martio Underwaood of Walertown
whose wife was Mariha Figke.

Magdden Underwoond died 10 Apeil 1687, nel, 50, and in her will noses her Lins-
mienn, Thomis Underwood,

Thomas Underwood, thind, son of Joseph and his first wife, Mary, horn 11-8- 1653
waried, in Watertown, Mary Pabuoer who was living in 1601, when she appeant in n
deed of her bnsland to Nathan Fisk. Perliaps she wag dead in 1697, as that year Thomas
Underwoud sells land without his wile appeseing.  Their son, Thomas Underwomd
wiis probably that Thomas who died 17 June 16891,

ol aml Savage, in recording the early members of this family, failed to disenver
the existence of the second Thomas Underwood, and in conzequence attempted in vain
to harmonize the various reeords. Pope ignores the will of the elder Thonas i con-
founds the twe hushands of Magdalen, making them one and the same,

Barry’s History of Framingham, Mass, says that Samuel Bixby died in
Sutton about 1743, Benedict’s History of Sutton, which gives his children as
below, says that “‘Samuel Bixhee was one of the orviginal thirty families, and
his naume is entered ag a seitler on lot No. 4 of the 8 lots.””  In 1717, 4960 acres
of landd in Sutton were granted him and 29 others, amd in 1728 his nune appears
ag une of the originad members of the fivst Congresational Chureh of Sutton.

Nores ny [inen Puenaym oN Samuen Bixny or Suemon.

samuel Bexhe sokl to Jonathan Stockwell of Suflon, yeoman, one and a quarter
neres of land in Rams Horn meadow, Sutlon, 25 Feb, 1728 9. Wile Martha,
Both acknowledge, 13 April 17520 Woreester Deeds, 11, 230, (Stockwell also
buys, same date, one and a quarter acre in the same meadow from Caleh Bixby
and  wife Sarah.)

Sawmuel Bixhy of Sullen, died intestate.  Administration granted 13 May
1741, to Benjamin Bixby of Killingly, who presented an inventory dated 30 April
P74, Has i was showa to us (4. e, the appraizers) by Beniaman Bixhy of Killingly,
brother 1o Saunael Bixhy, deecased.””  Total £635. ’

“Order of Conrt 27 April, 1741, at request of Mr. Benjamin Bixby of Killingly,
Conn., elder brother of Samuel Bixby, late of Sutton, deceased, his widow heing
dend and no ehildren of age, ete.”’

Power of attorney of Benjamin Bixby, administrator, to his son John Bixhy of
Killingly to settle aceounts with the probate court, 7 Jan. 1712-3. At this time
there were four children.  Samuel Bixby reccipts for self, and John Stockwell as
guardian for Jonathan Bixhy.

H May 1743, Sainuel Bixby mortgages to John Stockwell and Nathanicl Waters
40 acres in Sutton, late my honored father’s, the grantees having beeome surclics
in £300 for said Samuel for the payment of £19 each to the brothers of said Sum-
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uel, viz. Jonathan, Solomon, and Sminpson. Released 29 April 1745, Woreester
Deedds, 17, 314,

There is on Suflolk Deads, 31: 189, a recond of dead, dated 20 Feb, 171819, from
Samuel Bixby of Sutlon, hushandman, to Joln Stockwell of Sutton, hushandian,
of 2 part of the 1000 aeres ealled 1he “*Settlers’ Lands'” exeept 30 forty acre lols
alrcady Inid out. Acknowledzed at Oxford, T4 March 1719-20.

The following is from Woreester Prohate:

Sampson Bixby, act. ahout 9, son of Smmuel, guardianship to Benjamin
Bixhy of Kitlingly, 13 May 1741,

sSampson DBixhy of Barre, receipt 1o Rufus Bixby by David and Saeah Smith,
sunmel Bixby, Polly Bixby and Samuel Bulland, guardian for three heirs for
their shares in estate of sail Samps=on Bixby, 3 October 1793, Administration
on his estate was granted 7 March 1759 {o widow Mary, Inventory 21 April
1789.  Jonathan Bixhy, miner son of Sampson Bixhy of Barre, deceased, over
11, chooses as guardian Sanuel Bullard of Barre, 1 April 1793, DPatiy, sister
of ubove, act. 11, in 1793,

The cight children of Samuel Bixby were Martha, Elizabeth, Samuel, Jr.,
Jacob, Benjamin, Jonathan, Solomon and Sampson as follows:

Mawrna Bixnv* horn, 28 March 1714, in Sulton,

LLezavzrn xny,® hom 30 June 1720,

Banuen Bixny Do in Sutton, Mass, 9 8ept. 17215 firgt male white child born jn Sution;
nerrvied, 3sty, 13 Muarech 1751, Ladia, dimghier of Josiale aned Blizalwih (Fuller)
Bond of Weston, Mass,, who wae i dezeemlant of Jonns qond Roese Dol of Bucy
Bt Eduneds, Co, Sulfolk, Faglad, She died 12 Mareh 1776, and he naeeied, 20,
15 Fela, 1781, Mis, Hebeeen Sactldt, e mareied,) 3od, 28 June 1759, Mes, Hulda
Towae, who divd 0 Feb, 1813, amad WO years, T enlisted, 1 May 1775, in Capt,
Tne Bolster™s Co, o Ble alied 3 Mavele 18500, s ehildreen were Boetsey)* Laidia
Someed * Saea® Saapeon ? Solowon B Father® Anna® Molly® doboe 5 Simon® el
Dol M will, 30 Seple 17906, peoved 22 Aoy ESOD, taey wile; danghiter Byadia
Pl danglid er Sy wmecericd 5 son Sangson, son Soloton, 300 aeees b tovmabip
on the Awdroseogging, Moo danghters Father, wnnarbed s dlinghter Annn Jdacols;
diughiter Molly, unmmarried; son Jobig son avid, wneder 26, to Jive with Swnuel;
son Humnel nl real estate,

Jacon Ixey® born 22 Jan, 1723; died young.

Bexsasus Bixney,* horn 17 April 1726,

Jonaraan Bixsy,! born 20 Sept. 1728,

SoLoymoy Thxny! (twin), born, in Sutton, 3 March 1731; married, in Barre, Mass, 3 April
1753, Father Clark,  Had Esther® Surah® Solomon® Asn® Betty? Ludin’ Jool !
Kute,® Molly ® Hadnssale®

Sampson Bixny! (twin), born, in Sutton, 3 Marel 1731; married, I Dee, 1761, by Rev.
Thowas Trink, Mury, doughter of Jonathan and Sarnh Bullaed of. Barre, Maga,
He removed to Barre in 1750, 1l¢ enlisted, 21 Aug. 1777, probably as a nusieian,
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in Capt, Benjamin Nyo's Co., Col. Nathan Sparlaow ks reginent, Ho died 2 April
1703, Nad Surals,® Samuel® Mary,® Rulus® Salmon® Jonathu b Patty ?

JONATHAN BIXBY! (Samucl,® Benjumin,? Joseph'), born in Sutton, Mass.,
29 September 1728; married liliza He removed to Killingly, Coun,, where
he lived in what is now the town of Thompson, Conn., which was then known
as *“ the Thompson Parish,”’ and was set off from Killingly in 1785, and then
incorporated us 2 town.

The baptisms of several of his children were recorded by Rev. Noadiah Rus-
sell,  Misg 1Sllen D, Larned, the historian of Windhain County, Connecticut,
searched Thompson, Iillingly and Pomlret records, for information concerning
Jonathan Bixby, and she reports that the only information revealed thereby
is o Innd purchase by him in 1759, which appears from an incidental reference
in school assignment record in Killingly Fand deeds; that he had *“tan vals, "’
but not much and; that his land purchase was in conneetion with Canterbury,
Conn., mien who removed to Columbin County, N. Y.; and that the names of
gsome of those Canterbury men, with whom lie was eonnceted in the porchase
of land, appear in the company of soldiers in the Revolutionary War for which
return of service was made from Nobel Town, as appears in the following
certificate:

Srare or ConNEcTICUT.
Aprorant Guueran’s Ovrice,
' Hanrroun, Dec. 12, 1899,
This is to certify that
JonaTuan DBixny
Served in the war of the Revolution, and the following is said service aecording o
the records of this office.  On page 619 *“Conn. Men in the Revolulion,’’ appears
the following: Captain Jonathan Bixby, Time of service 31 days.
“*Nobel Fown, 18 Day, 1776, Return of Capt, Bixby Company in the Conti-
nental Searvig’’ ¢ from miseclancous rolls’?
In testimony wherceof, we have aflixed hereto, the seal of this office.
Wi 1. F. Lawprns,
Col. and Asgt, Adjt, General,

Mr. Eben Putnam has supplied the following notes on Nobletown, now Ilills-
dale, Columbia County, N. Y., and on Jonathan Bixhy of Killingly and Charlton.

Massachusetts claimed to possess jurisdiction to within twelve miles of the
Hudson River, and to have rights to lands even more exiensive, In 1754 com-
missioners were appointed to sell landa west of Sheffield and Stockbridge.
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In 1755, lunds constituting the township of Nobictown were sold Lo Tho settlers
there, and about (the same time Stoekbridge was bought, of the tadinns, In 1767
the trouble over the boundary developel Dloadshed. o 1773 eonmissioners were
appointed by hoth eolonies to adjust the boundary,  This matter was taken up
asain in 1786.

Noblelown was attached Lo ITampshire eounty, and in the Revolution her
soldicrs were counted ag part of the Berkshire county regiments, Sce Mass, Ar-
chives, Vol. 56, fa. 51 el seq.  While there were many Dutch settlers in those parts,
Lhe dominating element was from New England.

it is elear that the inhabitants looked to hoth governments. Sir William John-
son, Indian Agent, writing to the Barl of Shelburne, 15 Jan. 1767, alludes to the
many complaints of the Stockbridge Indians; among the most recent that Noble-
town “which falling within this Province (4. e. New York), and claimed by the great
patent of Ranslear, have heen deprived of.’’  N. Y. Col. Doe. VII, 892,

In Vul. 28, fo. 157, N. Y. Land Papers, is a petition of the principal inhabitants
of Nobletown and Spencertown, Albany Co., praying that no alteration he made
in militia appointiments, as applicd for by Jolin Van Ranselaer, ete., 1771.

Vol. 33, fo. 109, do. DPetition from Nobletown and Spencertown, Albany
County, that in obedience 1o an order of the Governor in Council, 21 April, 1773,
they present a map of Lthe township and ask that the eneroachments of John Van
Hansclaer be prevented.

In spite of this apparent jurisdiclion over the territory by New York there are
no rolls of soldiers or mention of the town in the list. of Albany Counly militia
in the Revolution, while there are abundant records of service by Nobletown
men in Massachusetts regiments.

There is no inention of Jonathan Bixhy in New York or Massachusctis archives
in eouncetion with Nobletown.

The loeation of Nobletown is on the horder of New York and Massachuscells,
cluose by the old Connecticut line.

The term of service of the Nobletown company'nearly coincided with {hat of
the 8th Conn. regiment of militin, which was from the vicinity of New London, and
was called out Lo join the Continental army at New Yorle.

In the History of Boxford it is said that some of the Bixbys scitled in the west-
cin part of the state, one, Mlias, at Sheffield which hordered on Nobletown., A
search of the Sheffield records reveals only o Moses Bixby, as follows: ‘‘Moses son
of Moses ind Doley Bixby horn in Sheffield in the year 1784 (signed)Moses Bixby.”

The only record of the noime of Bixby in the records of the Great Barrington
Episcopal Chureh (which parish ineluded Nobletown) is the following: ‘Married at
Nobletown Abel Whaler, Lydia Bixby, 18 Aug. 1771.”’
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Jonathan Bixhy was o minoe al his Bnther’s death,  Guaedianship was geanted
Lo John Blockwell of Butfon, 16 Nov. 1700 There is o secounting on revonrd,
{The connection with the Stockwells was thivongh the wile of Sant Rixly, Se)

6 Jan, 1767, warned  from Charlton, Jonathan Sixhby and wile BElizabeih, aml
their children Saumuel, Jacolh, Martha, Jonathan, Kliza, Amasa. Al deserilnd s
conting from Killingly.  Rice: Worcester Gy, Mass,, Warnings.

30 Oct. 1765, Jonathan Bixby, tauner, of Killingly, Conn,, buys of Nathaniel
Tuey of Charllon Distriet, yeoman, in consideration of £50, & lot of land on which
eaid Duey lives, hounded by land of Kitehen, Jona. Clemmons, Jona. Deunis,
Laron Gleason. Woarcesier Decds, 55: 320,

5 Bec. 1768, Jonathan Bixhy of Charlton, hushandman, sells 100 acres in Charl-
ton to Jona. Clemmans, bounding on Dennis, MeIntire, Alexander, and said Clem-
mons.  No wife appears.  Woreester Deerls, 61: 330,

22 Nov. 1780, Jonathan Bixby of Dudley, tanner, buys of Benjamin Edmunds
and wife Muniee one acre in the mididle of the town (Dudley), dwelling house and
hark liouse,  Woreester Deeds, 80: 141,

30 June 1783, Bixhy as of Dudlvy, tanner, sells this saine property to Jacob
Davis, who deeds it back 23 June 1786, when Bixhy is deseribed as of Oxford, and
Davis was in Montpelier, Vermont,  On the 14 Fel. 1794, he, Bixby, now of Ox-
ford South Gore, decds this same property to Jeremiah Kingshury of Oxford, and
{nkes in exchange apparenidy, o deed, of the day previous, to land in Oxford. In
1500 he sells some of this Oxford Janed, and that year styles himsell ¢ cordwainer;™?
e sells additional Iand there in 1501, 1his time deseribing himsell ag ““ yeoman.”’
tn none of these deeds does a wile appear, yet he was then marrvied.

Jonathan Bixby of Dudley, and widow Kezia Allen of Sonth Gore married, ag
Oxford, 3 June 1784 She wag widow of  John Allen, (o who she was matied
16 June 1771 and daughier of Fphraim Ammidown of Oxford whose will dated
13 April 1756 was not stllowed.  Under it Kezin was to have hall as mueh ns
each of the other ehildren,

2 Nov. 1793, Jonathan Bixby of Oxford; yeoman, and wife Iezia unite with
the other heirs of Ephraitm Ammidown in a quitelaim to Klisha Davis the adininis-
trutor. Worceestor Doeeds, 125: 246,

14 April 1802, Jonathan Bixby und wife Xezia unite in a deed to Ahijah Davis
for $133, of o farm of Lwelve acres and building partly in Oxford and partly in the
South Gore. Wureester Deeds, 148: 511.

The published Dudley town records are silent concerning Jonathan Bixby, and
the history of Oxford doces not help, though his residence there is noticed. The
town clerk of Charlton reports a thorough search, but the only reeord he finls is
the record of marriage of David Bixby to Laura Foster, 9 April, 1811.
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The sons of Jonathan Bixby do not appear on the index to Worcester County
Deed s

Whether Capt. Jonathan Bixhy lived at Nobleton, or merely swore his return
there when passing through, has not yet transpired.  His previous Connectieut
residence and eonneetion with Conneeticut troops render the latter possible,
Yet, a temporary sojourn in Nobletown or near there is indieated by his ascoein -
tion with Conncetieut men whao removed to Columbia County, N. Y. No other
veeord of his whereahoyty during that period has heen found, he had lost his
wile, he had no luge property interests in Killingly or Charlton, his children
were fairdy well grown up, aml his frequent removals indieate 2 seeking for a
more favorable Jocation, sueh as it was expeeted would he afforded by the new
settlements which woere heing established i 1he debatabie land.  1Mis return
afterwanrds (o Charlion may be aseribid (0 2 stubsequent convietion that Massa-
ehietts conld not maintain her ttle 1o that Innd, and a realization of 1he oppo-
st on the part of the New York ant horities eneountered by the settlers.

"Fros MassacruseTrs Ancurvis, 118; 205,
Prov, or Massacniuserrs Bay,— In Councin, 9 JuLy 1768.

W Kellog of Nobletown being sworn deposeih and sayth that He was present
ab the Affray which happened ihe 26 of June hetween John Van Ransloer Fsq.
and a number of the Inhabitants of a place ealled Nobletown and parts adjaeent;
that 1his Affray happencd ns near ay he can judge at about 16 miles distanec
from Hudson's River,— Being asked to what Government he apprehended the
place Lelonged He replyed ‘That the Inhabitanis had formerly done duty under
the Government of the Massachusetts and made their purchases of 1he Indians
with the formall consent of the said Government 12 years ago or upwards; Iut
thivin the year 1757 or thereabouts the Said Govermnent received some Adviees
from their Agent in England concerning some {ransgctions there relative to the
satid Line, and that they bave never sinee that time required any Duty of those
Inhabitants that he knows of— He further saitl

That the said M Ranslacr elaims the said Lawd, by virtue of a Patent from
the Government of New York, sl has proseented the same heretofore with sev-
vl Aets of Violenee as pulling down Houses awd imprisoning divers of the Pos-
BONEOTS,

Fhat some time in the month of June last several Stoekbridge Indians om-
barked for Bngland as helhas heard and believes, to lay their Complaints before
his Majesty concerning their being disturbed in the possession of their Lands of
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which they had given Warrantee Deeds, and of other Lands claimed by them;
that on the 250 of said June they heard that Mr Rauslaer was much dissatisfied
with these Indians going home and that for this and other causes he intended to
come down with foree upon the Inhabitants and pull down their Houses.

That on the 26th they had intelligence that Mr Ranslaer was coming down
upon themt with Five hundred men; that in the afternoon he made his appearance
with between two and three hundred men s8s he judged, all armned with Guns,
Pistols and Sworls: that thereupon they went out about forty or fifty of them
unarimed exeept with Sticks, and went up to a Fence between them and the gs-
cailants in onder to confer and compromise matters between them.

Phat the assailants came up to the Fence and Hermannus Schuyler the Sheriff
of the County of Albany fired his pistol down aslant upon them, and threc others
firel their Guns over them. The Tnhabitants thercupon desired to talk with
themn they would not hearken, but the Sheriff (as it is said by some who knew
him) ordered the men to fire, who thereupon fired and killed one of their own
men who had got over the Fence— upon this mischief the said Inhabitants un-
armed as aforesaid retreated most of them into the woods, but twelve betook
themselves to the 1Touse, and there defended themselves with arms and ammuni-
tion that was therein; the two parties here fired upon each other, the assailants
killed one man in the House and the Inhabitants wounded several of them, whom
the rest carried off and retreated, to the number of seven as he is informed, none
of whom by the lnst accounts were dead.

He further saith That the Sheriff in all this time shewed no paper, nor at-
tempted,to execute any warrant — and that the Inhabitants never offered any
provocation while at the Fence except their continuing there, nor had any one
of them a Gun, pisto! or Sword till they retreated to the House.

e further saitl that at the action at the Tence, one of the Inhabitants had
his leg broke, whereupon the assailunts attempted to seize him aml carry him off;
he thereupon hegd they would eousider the misery he was in, declaring he had
rather dye than he carried off, whereupon one of the assailants said, you shall
dye then and discharging his Pistol upon him as he lay upon the Ground shot
him thro’ the Body as the wounded man told the Informant. That the said
wounded man was alive when he left hini, but not like to live long.

WiLLiam KrLnoca

Thomas ier of Great Barrington petitioned for payment of what he had
expended in supplying the necessities of life to the inhabitants of Nobletown
who daily came to his house in a suffering condition during the late troubles.
The supplied 131 meals aml other supplies: nor dlid he make any account of
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vietnalling ehildren or of hovse Keepamz,"Chis petition is dated 20 anuary 1567,
Aveording (o the eertifieate of Mok Hopking, J. 1% 2 Januaey 1767 who look
Pier’s cuth to the above;  Pies also supplied the “Cregule troops" 1 also ape
pears that the seleetmen of  Vgretnont had been desired by (e Governar o
supply the distressed inhabitants. Arehives, 118: 2111,

IFrom another undated petition and an aecount. of Kelloge, and the report of
i1 Houge committee, we learn that Williun Wellogg was the agent of the Iro-
prictors of Nobletown and that he was in Boston hefore the Governor on busi-
ness of the Plantation and Provinee, in July, November and in December 1766,
aml alko in Felimary 1767, and that the Provinee setiled with him for
LH=12=-11. He recites in an undated petition that after purchasing the lands
from the Provinee in 1736 they had procured proper deeds from the Indians and
that they had been in possession of the lands untif this day.  That the decd
was then in the hands of a committee appointed by the House in the fall of 1766
to enquire into the disorders on the western frontier. The House ordered {his
Connnittee to deliver the deed, who reporied it wasin the hands of Joseph
Ilawley who thereupon was ordered {o return it into the Seerctary’s office.
The unfortunate comdition of the dispossessad inhabitants of Nobletown aroused
mueh sympathy, but Massachusetts does not seem to have felt thal there was
any obligation 1o make good ta the Proprietors or those who held under them
the losees sustained. A mogt peealiar proelamation, whieh he styles o brief,
war dssued by Governor Bermard upon resolve of the General Court, and in
whielt he states that the inhabitants of Noblotown lying west of the Fne sup-
pozed to be the houndary, have searcely any of the neeessitios of life, and have
been unable to meet the arrears of pay to their minister now anoanting to C100,
and *“ they have prayed that a brief may issne to sueh parts of the Provinee as
slall be thought proper, reconending their ease to the compassionite congil-
erations of the good people living within the same.”’ The Governor iu this unigue
document, for in many respeets it is most peeuliar, and we know of no other
mstance where certain districts were called upon by proclamation to make good
by contributions what should have fallen upon the whole provinee, puts the loss to
the inhabitants ns £1989-19 and addresses his proclamation to the people of the
connties of Worcester, Hampshire and Berkshire, «esignating John Ashley of
Sheflield and Timothy Woodbridge of Stockbridge to reccive the contributions for
relief of the sufierers, He ealls upon the ministers to read this proelamation at
time of divine serviee on the oceasion of the General Fast, 9th of April next, The
proelamation is dated 18 March 1767.  Massachusetts Archives, 118: 225, 236,
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Jonathan and Biza Bixby’s ehiklren were Samuel, Jacob, Martha, Jonat s,
Jr., Lilizabeth, Salmon, Chloe and Amasa as follows:

Savuin Rixny® born, in Killingly, 30 May 1754; soldier in the Revolutionary War from

Charlton 1777, in Capt. Abijal Lamb's Co.; married, 1st, Elizabeth Steong; vanr-
ried, 2ud, Surah Nelsun, who, aecording to tradition, was owu consin to Lord Nelwon;
nerried, 3rd, Marthe Ketehun.  Sumuel Bixby® first enme to Lyme, N, Il in
1775, but lefe there to enlist in the Ameriean nrmy during the Revelutionary War,
Among Bixhy dezeendnnts there is o tradition that eleven sons of Jouathant went
into the Revolutionary War, and that nine came out,married,and settled in diffcrent
parts of the United States,  After the war Samuel and his brothers, Jonuthan®
and Jncalt, settled in Lyme, about 1786, He hiad a large family, — twenty-one
chitldren, it is suid — including, by ist wife, ALrnep Bixay ! a graduate of Union
Colloze in 1817, and afterwards a lywyer and tencher in New York City; by second
wife, Lwis Thxny,t gruduated at Union College in 1828, and afterwards an Epis-
copalian elergyiman * by secoml wife, also, Samuet Brxny,® a physician in llinois;
and by think wile, Wineann Bivny® whose descendants still live in Lyme, N, 1.
OF Samnel ® Eleazer Carpenter Converse of Newport, NI, savs: O remember
Simued Bishy, When 1 was a boy e used to come 1o owr honse, He wore o long
vest, el ke Drckles, and told war storivs,”” He died on ot of Juiy, proluibly
about 1512 or 1883, from a caneer in the face saiil to have Been eutsed by o fire
brand thrown by his insane daughter, Mary Anun, who way the teeror of all the olil-
dren in the neighborhnod,

The following letters addressed to the editor of thia book show Revolutionary
Waur Seevice of Bixbys whose first name was Samuel:

TaE Srare of New Hawesuine,

OrricE oF SECRETARY OF STATE,
Coxcono, Dec. 6, 1899,
Deur Sir: —
1 regret to say in reply to your favor of Dec, 5, that the nama of Samuel
Bixly docs not appesr on the Revolutionury Rolls of New Hampabire.
Very respectfully,
(Signed) Euvwanp N. PEAn3oN,
Seeretary of State.

CoMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
Q¥FFICE OF TIE SECRETARY,
Buston, Mass,, Dec. 16, 1809. »
Dear Sir:—

In roply to your favor of the 13th inst., I eg to state that an examination
of the recuni index to the revolutivnary rolls reveals a reference to 0 Sumuel Bixhy
of Sutton, ay serving as Privitte in the eight months' army in 1775; ton Samuel
Bixhy, Private, in Captain Abijab Burhank’s (Sutton) company in 1780; o a
Sutnnel Bixhee, Sergeant, in Captoin Andrew Ellivtt’s (Sutton) cowmpany in 1777;
and to n Sl Bixhy, Private, in Captain Abijah Launb’s (Charlton) compuany
in 1777.

1 would add that the reconds proserved here cover the eivil and military ser-
vive rendered to the eredit of this state only,
Yours respectlully,
(Signed) W, M. OuLiN,
Becretary.

#,owis Bixby? had o daughter nawmed Eliza Converse Bixhy, peesumably after Mrs, Plie-

beth { Bixby) Converse.
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Suawe! Bixhy® (Sumuel ) Sameel * Beagaomin? Josephd), was born in Sutton,
21 Sept. 1755; married, 13 June 1751, Mary Greenwood ; died in 1818, She dicd in

1551,
OO W, & N, Diviston
J LAY, DEPARTMENT oF TR INVERIOW.
18601-Wid, Bunkau oF PENsIONS,
Rev. War Wasmingron, 1), C.
) Maoenw 1, 1HM,
e | e

In reply to vour request for a statement of the military history of Sumuel Bixhy
a zoldier of the Hevolutionary War, you will find below the desired information ag
cuntained in his application for petsion on file in this Bureau.

. i OFFICERS UNDER WIIOM
. n”m ‘_”' BERVICE WAS RENDERED
ENLISTMENT O 1pnGTH OF | mANK HTATE
APVOINTMENT SRV |
BERVICE CAPTAIN |  COLONEL
—_— -— _{
Apr. 10,1775 | 8 months | Private |Isane Bolster Larned Masa,
Dec, 1776 | 3 “ | " |Jno. Putman Whitney Q0
Sept., 1777 0days | % ——TFlliott Halman =
| | .
—_—, 1778 | 2 months i " Abijah Burbank| Not stated “

Battles enpaged in, none stated.

Residenee of soldier at enlistinent, Sutton, Mass,

Tnate of applicition fur penston, Awe, U1, ES32,

Residenen atbate of application, Woressber County, Masy,
Ao ab date of applieation, 76 years,

Remarks: His pension was allowed and Aary, bis willow, was also a pensioner,
He was born in Sutton, Mass.
Very reapeatiully,
(Signed) 1L CLay Fvans,
Commissioner.

Jacous Brxsy [ Lorn in Killingly, Conn., 11 July 1756; soldier in the Revolutionary War
frons Conneeticut; died unmarried in Lyme.
HSrare oF CoNNECTICUT.
Avsurant GeENERAL's Orrice,
Haunrroro, Dee, 12, 18949,
This is to certily that
Jacos Brxuy

served in the war of the Revolutivn and the following is said service, aceordiog to
the reeords of this oflice.  On page 162 “Conn. Men in the revolution'’ appears
the following:  Jacoh Bixby, o private in Captain John Geeen's Company in the
11th regiment of Militiz (a6 New York in 1776), Colonel Ebenezer Williams, of
Poufret, commznding,  On page 593, sane boole, appuars the following:  Jacob
Bixbye of Killingly, in Colonel Canficld’s Militia Heginoent, At West Point Sept,
1751.

No further record. In Testimony Whereof, we have allixed Lereto the seal
of this office.

Wwm. I F. Laxpens,
Col. and Asst, Adjt. General
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Mawrna Bixuv® born, in Killingly, 5 Jan, 1758, L.
JoNatnan Iixuy® Ji., born, in Killingly, 24 April 1760,  The following is the record

in the Pension Burewy nt Wishington of his Revolutionary War Scrvice:
dJonathan Bixby, a soldier in the Revelutionary War,
Dute of enlistinent, May 1777,
Length of serviee, 3 vears aind 7 manths
Riunk, Corpural.
Otlicers under whom zervice way rendered
Captain, i Tsne Pope,
Colonel, Shepard,
State, Masznchusetts,
Fattles engaged i, Munmouth,
Restdenee of soldier at enlistment,  not stafed,
Dite of application for pension, 209 May 1823,
Besidenre ot date of application,  Lyiae, N, H.
Ameat dite of application, G4 voars,
Remarks, s elavim was allowed, He married Esther Newton, 2 Nov, 1785,
andl died 12 Feb IS3H amd she was pensioned as his widow,  This is the only Jong-
than Bixhy of whom tlns Burean has o record as a Revolationnry soldier,
(e ) H. Cray Evass,
7 My 1001, Commissioner,

Jonathan Bixby, Jr., settled in Lyme about 1786. His granddaughter, Mrs,
Gilbert of Lyine, gives the following aveount of his and his brother Samuel’s seitle-
mentin Lyme:  They went buek “*from the river five miles und locited, and had
to go there to get their cooking done.  They would go there Saturday night, and
Monday wonld take their mtions and go into the woods where they were making
their home.  Ie hiad some pood shoes when they started, but they beeame womn
out,  When asked if it did not hurt his fect to go barefoot, he replied, *No,  They
heeame us Lard ug horns' ', He had two sons and three daughters, viz:

Warter Bixuy,® moved from Lyme to Warren, N, H,

Lucinpa Brxny® (Lucindn and Cynthia were twins).,

Cynria Bixny® of Lyie, N. H,

Serkl Bixwy® marricd Mehitable Burgoyne, daughter of Dr. Burgoyne of Ly e,
whe was a near relitive of Gen, Jolin Burgoyne, (A prandson is the artist
Willinne Johmson Bixby of Buston,)

By Hixny?

Beizapern Wixay,® horn in Killingly, Conn, 2 Sept, 17625 anacried Joel Convepae B
SatsoN Bixuv,® not mentioned in Killingly town reeords, ns were the other five chibdeen

above mentioned, but he war doubtless a son of Joathan® and Flizza, e livid
in Uuderhill, V., resoved in 1811 to Madrid, N. Y., and, a0 little later, to Norfolk,
8t Lawrence Co, NOYL He natwed one of his sons “Uarry.’” Another of his
sons was Salmon Bixhy who settled in Jericho, Vermont, and had son A_ L. Bishy
of Nebrasha,

Curoe Tixav,b ot mentioned in Killingly town records, but she is remembered by deseen-

danty of Mrs. Eliznhetl (Bixhy) Convorse as her gister. By Mes, Gilbert of Lymin,
who is n granddaughter of Jonathan Bixby # she is also remembered s Neing:lis
sister; nnd by Elsie N, Bixhy of Lowell, Mass,, who is & granddaughter of Solomon
Bixby 5 of Underhill, ¥t us heing the latter’s sister.  Chioe Bixby was a very
handsome woman.  3he married —— Sheldon of Underhill, Vt. (afterwards re-
moved to Parishville, 8t, Lawrence Co., N. Y), and had two sons, one of wlom
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Parry Clete (or Parryelete) Sheldon is said to have been president of o College in
Canada.  She died in Syracuse, N. Y., at the Old Ladies Home there, when nearly
100 years old,

Anasa Bixav,® baptized 10 March 1765; married, 7 April 1793, Mary Blanchard of Stur-
bridge, Masa,

For {urther particulars of the Bixby line, see Gencalogy of Bixby Families,
in course of preparation, begun by the late Rev. M. H. Bixby, D.D., of Provi-
denee, R. L, and his son-in-law, the late Rev. T. Johnson, M. D., and continued
by Mrs. Mary I, B. Burbank of North Adams, Mass.



Some Mecords of Convers, Converse, efc.,
thus far found in England and JFrance.

AT the inception of this book, which was designed to give the American history
of certain branches of the Converse family and of some allied families, the author
did not contemplate including foreign ancestry, as the family history in this
country proved to be so voluminous as to require his entire attention, and so
absorbing 28 to obscure in interest the uncertain conditions attending much
foreign research in genealogy. Yet, for the convenience of readers who have not
ready access to genealogical libraries and as possible bases for future searches, it
is thought best briefly to include such foreign records as have appeared in print
together with some results of researches which have not hitherto been published.
Two accounts of the origin of the family have been printed, one in the History
of Rindge, N. H,, and one in Family History of Deacons James W. and Elisha
8. Converse by Mr, William G. Hill. The following is from the History of
Rindge.*

The original seat of the Converse family was in Navarre, France, f[rom whence was Roger
de Coigniers who emigrated to England near the end of the reign of William the Conqueror, and
to whom the Bishop of Durham gave the constable-
ship of Durham, Among his descendants, Conyers
of Horden, Durham, was created a baronet July
14, 1628. Sir Humphry, the eighth generatiom,
wrote the name Coigners, and Sir Christopher, the
twentieth generation, adopied the orthography of
Conyers. In Navarre,in the sixteenth century, the
residence of & family of this name was known as
the Chateau de Coigniers.

Those bearing the name were Huguenots or
French Protestants. In the massacre on St. Bar-
tholomew's day, in 1572, many of this family fell
victims to the rage of the Papists, and Pierre
Coigniers, who was attached to the Court of
Henry 1V of France, having witnessed the assaasin-
ution of his kinsman, Admiral Coligny, and fear-
ful of his own safety, escaped with his wife and
two infants to Eogland, and settled in the County
of Essex, where his son married a lady of con-
siderable possessions;in that and an adjoining county. It was Ralph, a son of this marringe, who

*History of the Town of Rindge, New Hampshire, from the date of the Rewlay Canada or
Maasachusetts Charter to the present time, 1738-1874, with & Genealogical Register of the Rindge
Families by Ezra 8. Steams. Boston, George H. Ellis, 1875. pp. 483 e 20q.

(857)
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wea created a baronet by King Charles II. From the same loeality there possibly were other
emigrations of members of this family to England, where the name was paturally changed to
Conyers, corresponding with the English pronunciation, and members of the family still spell the
pame in this manner, while others in the change of & single letter have taken the name of Convers.
From some of these emigrations to England is descended the Converse family of this country,
The name was spelled Convers for several generations after the emigration to New England.

The Coat of Arms of Coigniers, Conyers, and Convers, is esgentially the same, which sustains
the tradition that all are of & common origin. The engraving which stands st the hesad of this
paragraph was taken from nu illustration received through the kindness of Rev. J. K. Converse
of Burlington, Vt. 1t presents the emnblems of heraldry which for many generations have been
aasociated with the family name, and is read 8s follows: Arms. Argent, upon o Bend Sable be-
tween two Maunches Azure, Trefoils. Un Crest an Arm in Armor out of a Mural Crown Gold.
The term argent represents that the shield is white, and sable that the bend or belt is black: the
bend ia & scarf of honor given for courage in battle, the trefoils nre emblems of the Trinity, and
ware bestowed for service in the maintenance of the Church: the maunches or empty aleaves
were added to the Armsof those who had been celebrated in the councils of the sovereign: the
mursl crown represents a buttlement, and was bestowed on those who first mounted the walls
and there lodged a standard: and the motto, In Deo solo confido, **In God alone I trust.’’ Vide,
Baronels of England, London 1729; and Diclionnaire de la Noblesse France et Navarre.

The following is a brief abstract from Family Record of Deacons James W.
Converse and Elisha 8. Converse compiled by William G. Hill, Malden, Mass.,
privately printed, 1887. Mr. Hill stated that he had received certified copies of
the church registers of both Wakerly and Blaston, England, and other informa-
tion, which confirmed him in the opinion and belief that Edward Convers of
Wakerly, County of Northampten, England, born 30 January 1590, husband of
Jane Clarke, and son of Christopher and Mary (Halford) Conyers was no other
thao Dencon Edwurd Convers of Woburn, and on this basis gives the following
line of descent:

Roger' pE CuriaNkniEs, of Coigneries, France and Durham, Eagland ; born about 1010; waa one
of the chieftuins of Willism the Conqueror, and 8s such accompanied him in his invasion
of England, and was with Lim in the Battle of Hastings.

Rocger® pe CoioNeries of Durhum, England, to whom Bishop Ralph Flambard of Ranulph
gave the manor of Rungstan in Yorkshire between 1009 and 1126,

Rocer! pe CoNiEns, 1134-1174; of Durham, England; Beron of the bishoprie of Durham and

. Lord of Bishopton.

Gavrrip* CoNYERs, Lord of Sockburn and Bishopton, 1213-1238.

Jorn' ConyERs, Sockburn, England,

8ir Humpuaney® Conyers, Sockbum, England.

Sin Joun' CoNvers, Sockburn, England.

Rooenr® Conyens, Sockburn, England.

Sir JorN® CoNvers, Sockburn, England; died 1395,

Roper1" CoNvERs, Sockburn, England; born 1371; died 1433.

Jogx' ConNveErs, Hornby, England.

Sir CarizTorHER' CoNveERs, Hornby, England.

8ir Joan" Convers, of Hornby Castle; sheriff of the shire; governor of the castle at York; in
1460 joined Richard, Duke of York, against the King.
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8m Jomn" Convers, of Hornby, England ; Knight of the Order of the Garter; died 1400,
Rromacp" ConyErs, Wakerly, England; died 1514,

Ricaarp" Conrers, Wakerly, England,

Canmrorrer” CoNvems, Wakerly, England, baptized 1552.

Epwanro" Convers, born 1590; died 1663.

In his book Mr. Hill pictures the de Coigneries arms thus:— azure, & maunch
surrounded by seven cross-crosslets, both argent; crest, a dexter hand grasping a
broken spear, proper;—around which the legend —siGILLUM: ROGERI: DE coN-
NERIS—,

The arms of Conyers of Sockburn he pictures thus: azure, & maunch or: crest,
an eagle’s wing gules: supporters, two lions: motto, Ung diew, ung roy (One God,
one King).

The arms of the family of Conyers of Sockburn which he states should be
accepted as of the most ancient date are azure, a maunch or: crest, on a wreath
a demi-vol, gules,

. The following is reprinted from Genealogical Gleanings* in England by Henry
F. Waters, A.M., Boston, 1901, published in two volumes by The New England
Historic Genealogical Society.t

A final concord was made between Richard Grene, guer., and WiLLiau CoNvErs, deforc.,

about three acres of aruble lund with the appurtenances in Navestock, the consideration being
forty pounds sterling. Feet of Fines, Co. of Essex, Easter Term, 36th Elizabeth,

Will of Tuomas CoNvERs, of Westmersey, Co. Essex, yeoman, 9 May 1589, proved 11 Jan-
uary 1589. To my sons Thomas snd Edward Convers all my lands and tenements, whatsoever
they be in this realm of England, towards the education and bringing up of my children &c, To
my son John Couvers ten score pounds out of the lands &ec. in two years after he shall accom-
plish the full age of twenty one years, provided if my said son shall happen to enjoy by inherit-
ance oune cottage and orchard (copyhold) in Chessen {Cheshunt?) in Co, Herts, then he to have
but nine score pounds. To my daughters Lettes, Katren and Frances Convers fifty pounds each
in one year after marringe or at the age of twenty four years,

My son Thomas Convers to be executor and son Edward to be supervisor,

Commassary Court, Essex and Heria,

WirLiam Convens of Layndon, Essex, husbandman, 15 June 1607, proved 17 July 1607
To my son William ten pounds at the age of twenty one years. To my daughters Agnes and
Joane Convers thirty pounds each at the age of eighteen years, To my mother Joane Convers
three pounds if she will depart from my wife and not be at her keeping. To the poor of Layndon
ten shillings, and to the poor of Ramsden Bellhouse three shillings and four pence. To my wife
Agues Convers all my goods and chattels &c. and she to be executrix. My brother John Convers
to be overseer and I give to him ten shillings, Com, Court, Essex and Herts,

*Pp, 237, 1030,
tReprinted from the New Epgland Historical Genealogical Register,
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