Coligny Plaza

A FRENCHMAN
REMEMBERED

by Reverend Robert E. H. Peeples

A Frenchman commemorated on Hil-
ton Head Island?

Yes. And not a chef, either, though
we have since had more than a few cele-
brated French chefs whose culinary art-
istries have created the gastronomical
delights for which our Island hostelries
are jusily renowned.

But Coligny? Pronounced “Ko-lee-
Knee,” names of celebrated foreign per-
sonages may not properly be anglicized.
And the celebrated Gaspard de Coligny
was an Admiral of France, colonel-gen-
eral of infantry, aristocrat, courtier, dip-
lomat and a Huguenot. He began a
movement which in the seventeenth cen-
tury would enrich America, especially
South Carolina, with French Huguenot
blood, culture and economic ingenuily.
The South Carolina Huguenot Society
elegantly expounds those glories; our
concern here is with the man.

Gaspard De Chatillon Coligny, born
15 Feb., 1519 at Chatillon-sur-Loing,
was the second son of Gaspard de Co-
ligny, who had been created Marshal of
France in 1516 by King Francis 1
His mother was Louise de Montmoren-
cy, sister of the celebrated Anne, Duke
de Montmorency (1493-1567), who was
given the female name in honor of his
grandmother, Anne of Brittany and
Queen of France, and who succeeded
the elder Coligny at his death in 1522
as Marshal of France. Gaspard’s elder
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brother, Odet de Coligny (1517-1571)
became a priest and was consecrated
Cardinal of Chatillon in 1533 and Bish-
op-Count of Beauvais. Thus Gaspard
succeeded his father as Count de Colig-
ny and in 1511 joined the French court
with his friend Francis of Lorraine
(1519-1563), heir of the Duke de Guise.

At the siege of Montmedy and again
at the seige of Bains in 1543 Coligny
suffered minor wounds. In 1544 he
recovered sulficiently to join the expe-
dition to Italy, where he was knighted
by Francis | on the field of Ceresole.
At the age of 26 he was commissioned
by King Henry Il colonel-general of in-
fantry in April 1547, becoming known
as a military reformer. He drew up
ordinances promulgated in 1551, regu.
lating soldiers and protecting civilian
rights, At the death of d'Annebaut in
1552 he was named Admiral of France.
He arranged for a colony of Huguenots
to be settled in Brazil in 1555; it flour-
ished until massacred by the Portuguese.

In 1557, while the French army was
in ltaly, a Spanish-English army invad-
ed Picardy to besiege St. Quentin, which
Admiral Coligny held with only 700
men. His uncle Anne de Montmorency
hurried to his relief, but, outnumbered
two to one, they were overcome and
captured. For two years both Coligny
and Montmeorency were imprisoned by
the Spaniards in the stronghold of

L’Ecluse. While there Coligny began a
correspondence with John Calvin, the
reformer’s first letter to him being date-
ed 4 Sept. 1558. Coligny's younger
brother Francis, Seigneur d’Andelot, by
then a staunch Huguenot, influenced his
conversion. Coligny finally was released
in 1559 upon payment of 50,080 crowns
in ransom. He joined Louis de Bour-
bon, Prince de Conde, when in that
year King Henry 1l was accidentally
killed in a tournament by a Scottish
officer, County Montgomery, in de-
manding that religious toleration be
guaranieed by his successor. In this he
was supported by his uncle Montmoren-
cy through the sixieen months reign of
Francis 11, whose beautiful queen was
the ill-fated Mary Queen of Scols, niece
of the Duke de Guise.

One of history’s most notorious wom-
en, Catherine de Medici, widow of Hen.
ry 1I and mother of France's next three
kings, effectively controlled France as
regent. Personally irreligious, she was
self-centered and ambilious, trusting
nothing except her astrologers and the
course of the stars. She imported from
her native ltaly the direful traditions
of her race: philters, perfumes and
powders — swift and deadly poisons.
Her lethal stores included poisons for
gloves, poisons for handkerchiefs, poi-
sons for folds of royal robes, for flow-
ers, for edges of bejewelled drinking
cups, for rich and savory dishes. All
who stood in her way were removed,
one by one, by her secret agencies.

Coligny sttended the Assembly at
Fontainebleau when the ten-year-old
boy-king Charles 1X ascended the throne
in 1560, The open hostility of his former
friend, Francis Duke de Guise, was ap-
parent to all, especially since Coligny’s
Uncle Anne had become reconciled to
Guise. Nevertheless Coligny publicly
announced his support of and adherence
to the principles of reformed religion.
He saw therein a vehicle for the main-
tenance of public order, discipiine and
justice, all concepls dear to him. In
this Coligny’s conversion was more po-
litical than religious. But his conversion
was irreversible, firm and unwavering.

Also in 1560 his elder brother, Cardi-
nal Odet de Coligny, Bishop-Count of
Beauvais, was further elevaled to Grand
Inquisitor of France. But he immedi-
ately declined to cooperate with the de-
vious and unsavory designs of the the-
ologians at the University of Paris, who
wished 1o initiate in France the tortures
and auto-da-fes of their Spanish coun-
terparts. The grand sensation of 1561
was the public acceptance of the Hugue-
not faith by France's Grand Inquisitor,
Cardinal Coligny, who then topped that
performance by publicly taking unto
himself a wife. The fury of Catherine
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Lynhaven Realty, Inc.

SEA PINES: Large wooded lot in Greenwood Forest,

NORTH FOREST BEACH: Nice lots, second row from beach.

NORTH FOREST BEACH: Ocean front lot, ideal location, walking
distance to shopping plaza.

NEW CONDOMINIUMS FOR SALE. 2 and 3 bedroom units. $48,100 {o
$122,500.

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom home on Firethorn Lane. Living room, kitchen. 1%
baths. Unfurnished. 12 month lease.

FOR RENT: Calibogue Cay. 3 bedroom home, 2 baths, large living room
with fireplace. Kitchen. Washer & Dryer. Dock. Furnished. & month lease

or longer.

Mrs. Johnnie K. Neidlinger, Broker

LOCATED IN NEIDLINGER BLDG.
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BROCHURES AND SALES INFORMATION AVAILABLE

property management

p. 0. box 5007 hilton head island, s.c. 29928 ph. 803—785-3817

sandlapper

nursery

3% MILES JUST WEST
OF BYRNES CROSSING
HWY, 278, BLUFFTON, S.C. 29910

1-757-3300

We’re Open. . .

at last, to serve your every gar-
dening need. Exotic foliage plants
and terrariums for interiors. Hand-
some nursery stock for exteriors.
The largest selection of ceramics,
poitery, plexiglass, rope slings,
glass, tools, garden chemicals &
fertilizers in our Corner of Carolina.
Professional advice is free — and
our pleasure — for any horticultural
guestion. Landscaping & design
sarvices.

OPEN B - 5
Monday - Saturday

STILES M. HARPER, JR.
HORTICULTURIST
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de Medici and the Guises was unbound-
ed!

Admiral Coligny’s next venture
touched Hillon Head, then cartographi-
cally known as Punta da Santa Elena.
Huguenols who had become political
persona non grata desperately needed a
homeland and French claims in the new
world needed bolstering. Jean Ribaut,
a capable sea captain born in Dieppe in
1520 and himself a Huguenot, was com-
missioned by Coligny to gather a group
of Huguenot colonists and establish
them in North America. Early in 1562
his ship entered the mouth of the St.
Johns River in Florida, where a stone
column bearing the arms of France was
erected. Bul, then as now, Florida was
not Hilton Head. Therefore, Ribaut re-
embarked and sailed to Hilton Head.
Port Royal was the name he chose for
the magnificent harbor he entered in
May 1562. Charlesfort was built, a sec.
ond stone column erected, the colony of
thirty brave Huguenots was established,
and on 11 June, 1562 Ribaut sailed for
France for reinforcements and supplies.
The story of the fate of the first Euro-
pean colony in North America is well
known.

France’s religious civil wars began
with the massacre of the Huguenot con-
gregation while at worship in Vassy in
1562, direcled by Guise. Colizny de-
tested war and repeatedly sought to ne-
gotiate peace. The assassination of
Francis de Guise as he laid seige to
the Huguenot stronghold of Orleans in
1563 fanned afresh the flames of war.

Cardinal Coligny was formally ex-
communicaled and fled to Lendon in
1568. There Queen Elizabeth warmly
received him. She also created a crisis
in European court circles by publicly
embracing the Cardinal’s wife, address.
ing her as “Madame la Cardinale,” an
unprecedented title. But even the Virgin
Queen’s protection could not save the
Cardinal from the poisons of Catherine
de Medici. That royal shrew bribed
the Cardinal’s valet, who administered
the fatal dose in 1571. Queen Elizabeth
buried Cardinal Odet with honors in
Canterbury Cathedral.

Admiral Coligny was left as head of
the Huguenots. Prudent and tenacious,
he won the victory of Arnac-le-Duc in
1570 and pacified St. Germain, In 1571
he returned to court where he was
warmly received by 2l.year-old King
Charles IX, who greeted him as he ca-
ressingly took the venerable Admiral
by the hand:

“My father, we hold you now, and
you shall never escape us again.”

In order 1o remove Charles from the
evil influence of his mother, Coligny
diplomatically united both the Hugue-
not and Catholic armies of France for
a successful attack on Flanders, Alarmed



by this Spanish defeat, the wicked
Queen-mother hired an assassin, Maure-
val, who attacked Coligny on 22 August,
1572 but failed to kill him. King Charles
immediately visited his Admiral and
promized a thorough investigation.

hnowing that her plot would be dis-
covered, Catherine [falsely persuaded
the young king that the Huguenots were
conspiring to kill him shertly and the
frightened Charles was heard to cry out:

“Then perish all Huguenots! Let not
one remain to reproach me.”

Lest the King should realize what he
had said, Catherine immediately ordered
the great bell of St. Germain I' Auxerrois
to be tolled and Guise rushed to Colig-
ny's residence. Unwilling to face his
victim, Guise waited in the courtyard
while villains burst into Coligny’s bed-
room. They found the wounded and
sick Admiral kneeling at his morning
prayers.

“Are you Coligny ?” demanded Guise’s
servant Besme,

“l am™ was the calm reply.

He was instantly murdered and Besme
threw his body out the window to fall
at the feet of Guise, that he might feast
his eyes on the spectacle.

For three days the Mascacre of St.
Bartholomew’s Day, 21 August 1572,
raged madly throughout the length and
breadth of pitiable France. Thirty thou-
sand of her fairest and most honorable
citizens suffered martyrdom as hundreds
of thousands fled to Switzerland, Ger-
many and England. The agony will nev-
er be forgotten.

King Charles’ health declined daily
until his death in 1574, his dying hours
haunted by the spectres of the murdered
Huguenots., His brother-in-law and suc-
cessor, [enry 1V, finally brought peace
to war-torn France with the promulga-
tion of the Edict of Nantes in 1598, pro-
claiming freedom of religion 1o all.

Coligny’s papers were seized by Cath.
erine de Medici and burned. Among
them was his History of the Civil War,
“tres-bien et tres-beau faict, et digne
d’estre imprime,” as contemporary
scholars claimed.

Admiral Coligny was happily married
to Charlotte de Laval, by whom he left
several children. A daughter Louise
married William the Silent, Prince of
Orange. A son Francis was Admiral of
Guienne under Henry IV; his son Gas-
pard de Coligny (1584-1646) was Mar-
shal of France under Louis XIII.

In seeking to stop violence and evil
by common sense and negotiation, Gas-
pard de Coligny, our farsighted colo-
nizer of Port Royal, has been nostal-
gically known as *“le heros de la mauvais

Jortune.”
On Hilton Head Island he remains
our hero. |

HEADQUARTERS FOR QUALITY
BUILDING MATERIALS IN THE
COASTAL EMPIRE SINCE 1836

NEAL-BLUN COMPANY

Daily Delivery Via Qur
Trucks To Hilton Head Island
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COMPANY
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CALL SAVANNAH, 236-5751
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Planning a home or condominium on the island? Your biggest headache
could be trying to decorate and furnish your property from several hundred
miles away. Why nol make this the easiest part of the total investmeni? Let
Contemporary Interiors coordinate the job. We will completely plan and
carry through your furnishing needs down to the most minute detail, We've
earned a repulation for exceptional service.
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