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"History of the Isle of Axholme" by Willizm B. Stonehouse
London, 1839. pp. 124-141

"It was in the reign of Henry the First when the lanor of Epworth
and Westwood was glven to Nigel dA'Albini. This celebrated warrior was
bow=~bearer to William Rufus, and being girded with the sword of knight-
hood by the soverelgn then relgning, had the Manor of Egmenton, with
diverse parks in the forest of Sherwood. He was enfeoffed with the
vavasories of Camville and Wyville, which so attached him to the Crown,
that in the battle of Tinchebray, the last of those unhappy conflicts
which took place between Henry and his brother Robert, he exerted him-
self with khe greatest valour, and took the King's brother, and Robert
Baron of Grundeboef, or Fronteboefl prisoners: and for distinguishing
himselfl in Normandy, Henry bestowed upon him the lands of Lobert de
Mowbray sbroad, with the castle of Baleux and the extensive possessions
of Geoffrey de Wirce, which were twslve lordships in the County of War-
wick, twenty-seven in the County of Leicester, and twenty-four in Lin-
colnshire, of which the Manor of Ipworth and Westwood was one. Nigel
d'Albinl was twlce married, first to Maude, during the capblvity of her
husband Robert de Mowbray, by the permission of Pope Pascali but ahe
was aftsrwards divorced on account of their consanguinlty: secondly to
Gundreda, daughter of Girald de Gournay. This union took place at the
express desire of Henry the First, By the former marriege he had no
family; but by the second he had two sons, Roger and Henry. Roger being
the eldast, and consequently heir to the property of his father, aosumed,
by the royal mandate, the name of Howbray. This change of name 1s thus
noticed by Hardying, in his Chronicle:

"The same Nygell that hyghte Albanye

A sonne had then, whom the King Henry

Roger Nowbray did call, ever after ay.

Thus Albany was changed morally,

Unte Howbray for lyvelod only,

Whiche Mowbray had afore of heritage.

These lMowbrays nowe rose first of hye courage."”

"And thus 1t was that Nigel d'Albini, having obtained the possessionsg
of Geoffrey de Wirce, and his Son Roger changing his name, the Lords of
this Manor were called Mowbray. They had a mansion situated at the Vine
Garths, near the Church, at which some of the family occasionally
resided. Roger Mowbray dled here, in 1266, John, who gave the celebrated
deed, had a son born here in 132%, and a grandson in 13653 and 1t was the
sumer residence of Katherine Duchess of Nrfolk in 1340, In the survey
of the Manor taken in 1749, 1t 1s described "as e capital Messuage or
Manor-ilouss, conslating of a hall, a parlour, & kitchen, with three lofts
over them:" and that "the close of arable land called the Vineyards, lay
on the north and east side thereof," This description would convey to us
but a poor idea of a hall or principal mansion of a lordj but so late as
the relgn of Henry the Eighth, the apartments in the menor houses were
but low and small, having only ona or two rooms which modern ideas would
think eligible, and these were the hall or the chapels About eighty yearsg
since some part of the bulldings were to be seen, but now they are en-
tirely gone, Several relica of antiquity have been found near the sltes
two rings of gold with insoriptions, end cne of silver, welpghing near one
ounce, snd set with & red cornelian,

"The erigin of the illustricus famlly of Mowbray in Englend, was this,
When Willlem, duke of Normandy, invaded the kingdem, he was asccompanied
by Golsfrld, bishop of Couwstence, who so highly signalized himself in the
memorable battle of lastings, that the Conqueror rewarded him with two
hundred and elghty lordshipsj and for hie further exertions against the
Danes and Fnglish, he gave him other marks 6f hils royal favour, in numer.
ous grants of property. Rebert de Mowbray, nephew of the bishop of Cowme
stance, succeeded to the property and possessions of his unols,., He was
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the son of Roger de Xowbray, who, on the death of Walcher, bishop of
Durham, A,D,1080, was created earl of Northumberland. This person, on
account of hls rebellion agalnst William Busgus, forfeited these immense
possessions, and was confined a prisoner In Windsor Castle, where he
languiched thirty years, and his property wes conferred on Higel d'Albini,
of whom I have already spokens. :

"A short biolgraphical account of the descendents of this family, who
for suck a conslderable length of time were Lords of this Manor, and
frequently resident therein, may properly be introduced in this part of
the History and Topography of the Isle oi Axholme,

"ROGER DE MOWBRAY, being under age when the death of his father,
Nigel took place, was a ward of King Stephenj the third year of whose
relgn, though in his minorlty, he was ons of the Barons who met at York
to consult with Archbishop Thurston, for the defence of the north, then
invaded by Davld, King of Scotland, Rogoer took the chief command in the
battle which was fought nesr Worth-Allerton, and in which the Engliash
obtained a complete victory over the Scotbtish forces. In the seventh
year of Stephen, A.D,1142, Roger, adhering to the King against the Ene
press Maud, was teken prisoner at the battle of Lincoln; but soon after-
wards regained his liberty. In the thirteenth orf Stephen, A.D,.1148,
Roger attended Lewis, King of France, to the Holy Land. In the twelfth
of Henry the Second, hopger was certified to holéd elghty-elght knightga!
fees, a third and fourth part "de veteri feoffampento™, and eleven knights!
fees, aand three parts "de nove"j for which, upon levyiig the aid for
marrying the King's daughter, he paid sixty-elght pounds, sixteen ghile
lings and fourpence, In the twentieth of Henry the Second, Roger, to
support the cause of Prince Henry, who wished to reign either over Eng-
land, or Normandy, Aajou, and Maine, repaired his castle at Kinardfere,
in the Isle of Azholme, which had been long ruinous, and fortified all
his other strong places} but Geoffrey, bishop elect of ILincoln, and the
King's natural son, having collected the forces of Lincolnshire, laid
selge to Klnardfare castle and destroyed 1t. This took place in the year
1173. Roger perceliving the badness of his cause and repenting of the
baseness of hils conduct Cor encouraging the Prince dagainst his father,
hastened to the King, who was then at Northampton, confessed his faulg,
end lmplored in the mest submissive manner the royal pardon,.surrendaring
his castles of Thirsk aud Kirlkby lialesard. The royal clemency was extended
towards himj but lest his contrition should not be sincers, the King:
ordered his castles to be immediately destroyed, and thus put it out of
his power either to offer them as places of stmength to others, or of
defence and refuge for himself, should rebsllion again bresk out in the
kingdom. Arter this he continued firm in his alleglance and attachment
to the throne.

The charities and bequests of Roger de lowbray were as numerous og
his possesslons were. extensive. At the instance of his mother, fundreds
he founded the Abbey of Lyland for Cistercian monks, in the year 1145,
and also the Abbey of Newburgh for Canonc Regular of Sta Auvpustine, to
which he appropriated the Churches of Haxey, Owston, Epworth and Belton,
with all the lands end tythes belonging tc them, situated in the Isle of
Axholues Roger de Mowbray founded a Preceptory at Ralshal, in the County
of Warwlek, for Knights Templurs, snd endowed it with certaln lands in
the Isle of Axholme, and with the Manor of Kettlsby, in Lincolnshire.
This raised him so high in the estimation of that order, that they unani.
mously granted to him end his heirs the power of releasing any of the
Templars' fraternity, under the semtence of public penance, for any
offence whatever, on expressing thelr contrition.

in’ the early m rt of the relgn of Henry the Second, Roger bestowed
Sandtoft upon the Abbey of St, Mary's, at York; to the Hospital of St,
Leonards, the ninth sheaf of all his corn throughout his lordships in
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Englandj and, amongst other Hospltals which were founded and endowed by
Roger t of Burton Lagara claimed particular notiee, being the chief
of ali the spittles and laper houses in England, but dependent on the
great one at Jerusalem, It was founded for eight sound, as well as seve
eral poor leprous brethren, and was dedleated %o the blessed Virgin Mary
and St. Lagzarus. Several other endowvments were made by this mmificent
andtpioua nobleman %o charitable institutions and religious establishe
menvse

During his stay in the Holy Land, Saladin taking advantage of the
differonces betwoen Guy de Lusignan-and the BEarl of Tripolis, antered
the Holy Land with an army of Turks, and utterly defeated the Christians.
Roger de Mowbray was taken prisoner, and shortly affer, having besn rane
somed by the Templars, ho dled abroad, and buried at Sures, leaving

4ssuo by his wife, Alice de Gant, two Sons, Nigel and Robert.

NIGEL, 1ike nis fathor, had a great predilection for the holy warsj
and being signed with the eross for an expediticn into those parts, died
befors his arrival thers, in the third year of the reign of Richard the
First, 1191l. Whether his journey was for the purpose of rescuing Pales-
tine from the hands of the infidels, or whether he was one of those whe
went by the amthority of the Pope, to dethrone the Christian Emperor of
Constantinopls, cannot now be ascertalned, Whatever was the object of
his jouvney, he did not live to reach the end of i, He left four sons,
William, Robert, Phillp and Roger, by Mabel, his wife, daughter of the
Earl of Clare, Though his charitlos were not so extensive as those of
his father, he perftrmed many deeds which showed that he possessed great
fooling and liberality. ‘

WILLIAM, eldost sor and helr, was his father!s succassorj and in the
pixth of Richard the Pirst, 1194, pagg 100 pounds for hia relief, hag
livery of his lamdos In the time of g John, he was the most resolute
of thd barons who took up arms to c%gl the weak prince %o sign Hagna
Charta, June Oth, 1815, After the death of Kimng John, he espoused the
cause of Prince Lewls of France againat Hénry the Third and was anong
those taken prisenersg at the deoisive battle fought in ghe'atmata of
Linecolng dbut, thmu&‘bha interposition of Robert de Burgh, his submission
was rocelved. Ho retired to his possessions inm the Isle of Azholms, wh
he died in 1882; and his body was takeon for intarment to the Abboy of
Newburghe His wife was Agnog, daughter of the Earl of Arundel, by whom
he had two sons, figel and Rogor. Wigel do Howbray, in the eighth of
Honry the Third, paying 800 pounds for his relief, had livery of his
landag but he died soon aftey, in 1228, leaving no issue} and was burleqd

at Nentes in Brittanny, His wife was Houd, daughter and heir of Roges

da «
ROGER DE MOWBRAY, his brother, suoceeded to his propertys and was one
of the barons Henry appointed to conmand the whieg ho gent inte
Seotland, to agaist the King of that eownfry net the vebelat and whep
Bemri wont to Chester, to gubdue tho Welch, Roger attended hime Rogor
married Haud, daughter to Willlam do Besuchemp, of Belford, by shem he
had 1scue Roger, Robert, Andrew, John, Edmund and Williemj end aldo thrae
deughtors, whode names are not mentionsd, Being fond of domestic eage, he
robired $0 his domaing in tho Isle of Azholme, whore, in the Slat Henry
IIX Ay 1286, ho hreathaed his iagt, and was %wtaﬂ ab Pentzgfraﬁm

ROCER; bip eldest aon, in the sixth yoar of Edward the FPirst, on doing
his homage, hed ldvery of his whole imheritanco, end had Sumions £ the
Parliaments of the twenty-sacend, twentyethird, twenty-fourth and twanty=
f£ifth of Edward the Flrat, He was one of the g'a astondants vwhen he
went into Plamdersj tat dyilng ab Ghent, his body was brought ovep fop
fntoimend to E:nglenai whore 1t was buriod 4n the Abbey of Fountalna, A.p
1260« Roger was married to Rose, sister %o Gilbort, Eapl of Clare, i’ay wh;m
ho had soveral soms. (Hownby, in his Remarks on Dugdale’s Ervors, says. she
g:gﬁ ?gga a }aaugmm but groatwgranddenghtor to Riohard de 0lare, ﬁaﬂ of
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JOHN, the oldest, being a minor on the death of his fatheyr, was given
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in ward te William de Brecs, whose daughter Aliva ho married, John wes
one of the three hundred mﬁlm who received knighthood when Edward
Prince of Wales had that honour conferred upon him, In the thirty-fourth
year of Edward the Fira$, 1306, this Johm, although not of full age,
had livery of his lands, and attended the King on his expedition into
Scotland. Edward the Seeond; on succeeding his father, appointed John to
the shrievalty of Yorkshire, and to the government of the ¢ity of York,
He was afterwards made governor of Halton and Sceardbrough castles. Themse
distinguished honours, and certainsg marks of royal favour, did not,
howevey, securs the loyalty of Mowbray. He joined Thomas, Earl of Lane
eagter, and other grsat nobles, in an insurrection against the Spencers,
end shared the 1ll fortume of his confsderates, bsing taken priscner
with the said Farl and many others, at Boroughbridge, and wes aftepwards
hanged at York. All his landed property was sonfiscated to the Crown, of
which Epworth in the Isle of Azholme was a part. Edward also imprisoned
Aliva and her son John in the Tower. (Alive married for her secend
husband Sir Richard Peshall, kmt, and died r£ifth Edw.III, dbut before
her death she obtained from the iing a confirmation of Gowherland $o -
herself and her son John, whe in his Charter, styles himself "Dominus
Insule de Haxeholme, ot do Honoribus de Gowher et de Brember?, :

The numerous acts of compassion exercised by Edward III on his ace
essslon to the throne, shewed that he possessed in no ordinary deogres
that brave and generous disposition so well caleulated to ensure & pProge
peroua and happy relgn. He liberated tho wife and aon of Mowbrays and
acknowledging the sense he entertained of the eminent services which the
forefathers of John de. Howbray had rendersd hias royel progmaitors, ascspted
his homege, and gave him livery of all tho lands which his father had
forfeited rebellion to the Crownj and. upon tho death of his nothor,
John Bave ee hunfred pounds fine for all the lands which che had ine
herited, In the fourteenth of Edward III, 1340, John was made governor
of Borwick-upon-Tyoed. Ho was in that memorable battle mesr Durhan

inst David, King of Seobland, vho was taken prisoner, John sttended the
King in his campaignas abroadi and; from his constaney and attachment to
him during a long and active lifs, proved himself worthy of the royal
favour vhich had been extended towards him. He foll a viebim of the
pestilanee which provailled at York, in the thirty«fifth of Edward IIT.

His body wus taken to Bedford, and burifed in the Orey Friars of that
oity. Ho had ono son, Johm, born at Epworth, A.D, 1326, by Joan, his
wifo, who was tho daughter of Henry, Earl of Lancasters This Jofn grentes
the famous deod, of which mention 1s made in othor parts of this History,
to his tenants and resiants in the Isle of Axholme, in whioh he gave them
g&ewuea of all thé waste lands adjoining to the several pavishes for
holy commnon. - :

JOHN DE IOWBRAY, 1like his fathor befors him, stood high in the favour
of the King, whom fe attended to tho wavs in Frange. In the memérabls
battle of sey, lowbray 4s mentioned, with Mortimer and others, ag
attendants of Edward, vho oonducted in porson tho lask line of Englioh
foreas}) end when poace was donoluded botwoon tho sovereims of France
end England, John do Mowbyay was one of the English lords who made oath
for the Just obacrvancs of ita artieles, In the forty-scoond of Edward
11X, he wonb to the Holy Landj end was killed by the Purks neap Conatanty.
uepie, A.D, 1368, He married Elisaboth, daughter of Jehn Lowd Segxave,

b{ whom he had two sons, John and Thomms, the former of which was bern
at Epwopth, AD, 1368¢ dohn sucgoeded his fathor, snd on tho corematien
of Richard II, 1377, gas ereatad Earl-of Nottinghtm, with this spaaia)
gleuso in tho charter of his ereation, that sll the lands and tenenents
33 which ho wag them possessed ¢r should besoms ‘ponseasad, chould be helg
gud honoyxe eematmwg énd aa pargel of his earldom”. Those, howaveyr, he -
anjoysd bub a shopt timsj for dying in the sixth year of Riohw IX, 1382
at London, he was buried in tho Church of the Peiarg Carmalites, noap »
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~ THOMAS DE MOWBRAY, on ths death of his brother, Jehn, was ersated
Eerl of Notbingham, and three years afterwards was constituted Earl
Marshal of England for life, boing, dccording to Sendford, the first
Earl Marshalj for before his time they were only Marshals, though Duge
dele ¢alls Thomas -of Brothérton, Earl Marshal., He  joined %he Duke of
Gloucestexr and the Earls of Arundel and Warwick in accusing the King's
ministers of high treasen, whe, tc;gﬁther with Burleigh, Beauchamp,
-Boxners, and Salliasbury, were sent Into banishment or perished by %he
bhand of tho exmeoutioner. He afterwards not only lent his aild to accom-
plish the destruction of hls father-in-law, the Earl of Arundel, but
was one of those who guarded him to his execution; and is affirmed to
have been the person who bound up his eyos, and even ¢ut off his head,
Ho 18 also stated to have had a principal hand in the exsecrable mrder
of the King's uncle, Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of GRuucester, The pre-
cise manner of the Aeaﬁh of this unfortunate noblemsn hag ever been
wrapped in the vell of mysbtery, and is differéntly related by different
suthors . Mowbray was Governor of Oalaeis when the Duke was imprisoned
there,.

Thomas de Mowbray was one of the ambassadors sent inte France to dew
mand the Princess Isabella, eldest daughter of Charles the 8ixth, and
who settled all the articles of merriage between her and Richard. He
obtailned the Kingts license for founding a monastery at Melwood, in the
Isle of Azholme, which was "commended to the patronage of St, Mary, St.
John the Evangelist, and 3¢, Edward the King and Confeasor.? He obtained
also the royal chavter of aonfirmation to the office of Earl Marshal of
England to the helirs male of his body, with an wmion of the office of
Harshal in the Courts of Kingts Bench and Exchequer, of Marshal¥s Crier
before the Steward, and Marsghal of the Kingt's Houasehold} and that he and
his helrs male, by virtue of their offfece, as Earl Marshal should boap
a golden tmaﬁacn, engmelled with black at sach end, having the royal
arng ongraved at the upper end, and at the lower the arms of Nowbray.

: In the year 1387 Thomas Mowbray was created Duke of Norfolks and to
smrb the dignity of his Dukedom, the Manors of Worth and of Kingstone
Juxta«lowes, with the reversion of several other Manors, and their ade
vowsons, were conferred wpon him. (Thomas Mewbray had for his pege Sir
John F’aiaeaff, according to Shakespeare, "Then was Jack Falstalf, now
8ir John, a boy, and page to Themas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk"j; but in a
goe_m of Weevert!s, entitled, "The Wirror of Martyrs®, it seems %o have
oen 8ir John Oldeastles Oldcastlo relating the events of hia 1life, says,

"Within the spring time of flowing youth,

He (his father, shept into the wintep of nis a?e,)

Made meansa, {llercurius thus begins the truth,

. That I was made S4{r Thomas MNowbray's pago.”

Zut the period now arrived when the tide of Mowbray's mwﬂﬁy
turneds the Duke of Hereford presented & achedule to the King, which he
oaid contained an aceount of certein slanderous words which the Duke of
Horfolk had spoken to him of his Majoatys. The King had several deliberas
tions with parliementary sommissionars on the dispute betwesn these
noblemeng and at length it was rosolved that the controvorsy should bo
~determined by the laws of ohivalry, in a singlo combas betwoon the conw
tonding parties, before the King, at Cogford Grecnm, near Coventrys The
folloving mccount of this tranmaetion, fyom Hollinshed, may mob unacw
eoptable to the roador, R

in rodgn of Richard the Second, Henry, Duke of Heroford, mmd

3 Howbray, Duke of Norfolk, meousod each other of tresson, and chale
denged cach other to ecumbat) and having obtained licenss of the mng.. all
things necessary were immediately propared; and on the day appointed the
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Duke of Aumarle, High Constable of England, and the Duke of Burrey,
Harshal, first entered the lists with 2 greas oompang of meny evary
one of which bore a tipped staff, to kesep the f£ield in order. Then
camo the Duke of Hereford, the appellant, completely armed, in pich
attire, and mounted on a stately vhite coursers the Constable and
Mamhai came to the barrier of the lists, and demanded who he wass he
enawered, "I am H of Iancastor, Duke of Hereford, whiche ame come
hither %o do my devoir:against Thomas Mowbray, Duke of Norfolk, as &
traitor, untrue to God, the King, hls realme,; and me." Then insonti-
nently heo swore upen the Holy Evangalists that his quarrel was just
“and truejy and thereupon he required to enter the lists. He alao fur~
therp swars, that, "he dealt with no witoheraft, nor arte maBiche,
vheroby he might obtain the vietory of his adveraariej nor had about
him any berb, or other kind of eﬁgﬁmmt, with which magitiana used -
to triumph over their enemias.” 8 gereminy being performed, he put
up his sword, which before he held naked in his hand, and putting down
his visor, meking a cross upon his horse, and with hia speayr in his
hand he entered the 1is%s, and dsacending from hie horse, sat down 3n
a chalr of green velvet a% one end of the lists, and reposed himgelf,
Soon after the King enbered the field in great triumph, attended by
all tho Peers of the realm, and above ten thousand men in armowr, lest
any quarrel might arlsoe between the nobles of eoither party. A king at
armg then made epen proclamation, prohibiting all men in the-name of -
the Xing, of the High Constable, and of the MNarshal, 4o approach ar
touch any part of the lists oh pain of death, ~except such as were
appointed to onder end marshal the fleld, This proclamstion ended, snd
the herald eried, "behold here, Henry of lLancaster, Duke of Hereford,
vhich is entered into the lists royal ¥o do his deveir agalnst Thomas
Howbray, Dukte of Rerfolk, defendant, upeon pain to be found false and
recreant.” Then came the Duke of Nerfolk, defendant, to the barrier,
ecompletely armod, and likewise ri atgira&, mounted on & good horaos
he also answering who he was, and tal f oath as the Dulto of Herefowd
nad also done before him, onbered the lists; then slighting from his
horoe, which was ¢overed with erimson velwvet, embroidered with-lions
of silver and mulberry trocs, he sat himself down on his chair; which
was_crimgon velvet, trimmsed with whito and red damaskes
the lopd Marshel vieved their spears, to see that theoy wore of equal
length, and deliverad the one spoar himaslf to the Duke of Hereford,; and
sent the other to the Duko of Norfolk by & Knighb, Then tho herald prow .
elaimed that the traversers and chains of the eha%gona ghould be pPow
moved, end commsmded them in the name of the King mount thole horsas,
and aﬁdmaa themselvaes to the conbats Tho Duke of Hereford was seon
Tho SRuipots GovRRed, Set Corter oot E e oty Lo Loot) el yhen
: ; ounded, set forward courm 8 o meat his onomysd
eve the Duke of Norfolk had well set fomx'd,ythe King cast down his
warder, and the heralde cried, Hol Hol And so tho combat was prevented
by the ¥a ! the matter into his owmn constideration Judgnont
8 Rtor thio tha Kins tavy "
r 8 vhe @ with tho adviee of the parilamen commigsioners
pronounced the fo ing sentence, gﬁmi; the Duke of Hereford should bo
banished for the term of tem yoars, and that tho Duke of Norfolk should
loave tho peslm for 1ifa." ¥
Norfolk, for theo remaine a heavier doomy:
Which I with seme unwiliingneas pronouneo,
The flgn-am hourg ahsll not doterminate
Tho detelesa limit of thy dear exilosws
The hopoless word of « nover to paturn
Breathe X agalnat thes upon pain gﬁag;ifay : s g
espeare, Richard the Second.
Upon this Norfolk was comultted prisoner to thé castle of Windsor, and
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goon after banished the kingdomj and going to Venice, he there diled of
the plague, A.D. 1389, In the r?eﬂ._? of Henry the Sixth, at the particulay
request of his son Thomas, his body was brought ¢o England; and buried in
a tomb of alabaster, in the Charter House of tho Nonastery, near Helwood,
in the Isls of Axholma, which he had founded. ' : ‘

Godwin in his 1life of Chaucaer; justly observes, "that there is a great
obsourity in the whole of this story. It is almogt imposasible to guess at
the motives of the contending ies, or to form any tolerable solubion
raspecting the strange proceedings by which Richard thought proper to-
torminate the affairi" and he thinks it "altogether improbably that any
sueh private conversation, as we find one party ready to lay to the charge
of the pther, ever took place.? o L

The Duke of Norfolk married Ellzmabeth, daughter of John le Strange, by
whom he had no igsuep bub by Elisabeth hig sscond wife, sister and co-heir
to Thomms FitzeAlan, Earl of Arundel; he had two sons, Thomas and John,
and alse two daughters, Isabel and Margarety the one married Sir Thomas
Berkley, Knight, and the other Sir Robert Howard, Enight.?




