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Lou Benfante

Ludwig “Lou” E. Benfante
was bomn in Brooklyn, NY, on
August 19, 1947. His parents,
Ignazio Benfante and Giulia
Audino, both immigrated to
the United States from Italy
during their childhood, both
worked for the Federal Gov-
ermment during World War Il
and then became teachers,
as did Lou’s younger brother,
Joseph, who predeceased
him in 1992. Nothing was
more important to Lou during
his life than his family. Lou
was blessed with his loving
and devoted wife, Laurette
Doscher, who was at his side
day and night throughout his

illness. He is survived by his

daughter, Tracy Parisi (Mike),
and his sons, Dennis
Benfante (Tina), and Adam
Benfante. Lou adored his
grandchildren, Ava and
Grace Parisi, and Joseph,
Joshua, Dominic, Orlando,
and Juliana Benfante.

Lou was fiercely proud of
his Italian Heritage and of his
alma mater. He graduated
from Lehigh University in
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania in
1969 with a B.A. in History.
He graduated magna cum
laude with Interdepartmental
Honors and membership in
Phi Beta Kappa. He served
as a class officer and as a
member of his class’ Reun-
ion Committee. Lou volun-
teered for the Alumni Admis-
sions Outreach Program,
founded the Lehigh Alumni
Club of the Lowcountry, and
was a member of the Lehigh
University Alumni Associa-
tion Board of Directors. He
was recently presented with
a Distinguished Alumnus
award, which is the highest
honor bestowed on an alum-
nus by the university.

Lou’s career included over
40 years as a Supply Chain
Management executive with
companies such as Milliken,
Estee Lauder, Cummins, and
finally Hilton Head Regional
Healthcare. He held the fol-
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lowing professional certifica-
tions: ]

1) CPIM-Certified in Pro-
duction and Inventory Man-
agement from APICS, the

Association for Operations
Management

2) C.P.M.- Certified in Pur-
chasing Management from
ISM, the Institute for Supply
Chain Management

3) CMRP- Certified Materi-
als and Resource Professio-
nal from AHA, the American
Hospital Association

After retiring at the end of
2010, Lou joined the all-
volunteer Heritage Library
where he was finally able to
use his History degree. He
served as President of the Li-
brary's Board of Directors
and as Chairman of the His-
tory Department. He helped
conduct weekly lectures on
the history of Hilton Head Is-
land, weekly tours of Fort
Mitchel and the Zion Ceme-
tery, and also taught courses
for the University of South
Carolina at Beaufort’s Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute
and for Lifelong Learning of
Hilton Head Island. He wrote
numerous articles on the his-
tory of Hilton Head Island for
local publications. In 2016,
he was a plenary session
speaker at the National Un-
derground Railroad national
conference.

Lou was a member of the
Organization of American
Historians, South Carolina
Historical Society, Beaufort
County Historical Society,
National Trust for Historic
Preservation, Coastal Dis-
covery Museum, Santa Elena
Foundation, Italian American
Club of Hilton Head Island,
the VanLandingham Rotary
Club, Beaufort County Herit-
age Tourism Gorporation,
and the Greater Island Coun-
cil. He was a former member
of the Board of Directors of
the Mitchellville Preservation
Project, serving as its Educa-
tion and Research Chairman.

A Mass of Christian Burial
will be celebrated on Satur-
day, March 30, 2019 at
2:00pm at St. Francis by the
Sea Catholic Church.

In lieu of flowers, Lou's
wish was that donations be
made to the Heritage Library
Foundation, PO Box 5950,
Hilton Head Island, SC
20038.

Arrangements by The Is-
land Funeral Home and Cre-
matory.
Islandfuneralhome.com
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DEATH NOTICES

Ludwig Benfante
Ludwig “Lou” E. Ben-
fante, 71, of Hilton Head
Island and husband of
Laurette Doscher died
March 9 at his residence,
A Mass of Christian
Burial will be celebrated

| March 30 at 2 p.m. at St.

lic Church. Memorials

may be made to The Heri-
tage Library Foundation,
PO Box 5950, Hilton

| Head Island, SC 29938,

The Island Funeral
Home and Crematory is
assisting the family,
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