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England. Popular interest in

was widespread. In February, 1720, a contemporary French
diarist reported news from London of great agitation in Par.
liamentary circles over the activities of the Compagnie de;s
Indes.”™ Sceptics might scoff at the speculative character of

. the French enterprise, but in the spring there appeared in
London an anonymous pamphlet written to prove that behingd
the financial legerdemain of John Law lurked a real menace
to Great Britain in the expansion of French power in the
West. The author of Some C onsiderations on the C onsequences
of the French Settling Colonies on the Mississippi was probably
not the Carolina agent, Richard Berresfo

rd, as has been
thought, but James Smith, late advocate-general in New Eng.

land, who a little later secured appointment as admiralty judpe
in South Carolina.™ The English in North America, he de-
clared, believed that the French Mississippi scheme was no
chimera, ‘as some not far from Whitehall can testify, from the
many Letters, Memorials, Representations and Remonstrances,
which have been written on that Subject from time to time,
and transmitted to England.’ This ‘very remarkable pamphlet,’
as one London journal™ described it, was well calculated 1o
stir public and especially official interest at the moment when
John Barnwell was placing before the Board of Trade the anti-
French program of the Carolinians.

“" Asa veteran of Queen Anne’s War, of the Tuscarora War,
and of the Indian rising of 17 15, John Barnwell had first-hand
knowledge of the Indian and Spanish frontiers from Virginia
to the neck of Florida; moreover, as the greatest planter of
the Port Roxa! district, he had a direct interest in safeguard-
ing the harassed southern border. His career in provincial
office gave him standing as a colonial expert which the average
agent, chosen from the merchant group in London, seldom
possessed. In England his advice was sought by the Azilia

™ Jean Buvat, Journal de la régence, 11, 14,

" Ascribed to Richard Berresford by Heinrich, La Louisiane, p. 151 note.
following Justin Winsor, Narrative an

L A ] d Critical History, V. 76. But e
Winsor, Mississippi Basin, p. 141, for ascription to James Smith, for which
there is strong internal evidence. The author showed no first-hand ac
quaintance with the southern frontier, much with the New England Lordcr,
andnhe recounted the troubles bf an advocate-general in New England.

¥ Political State of Great Britain, XIX, 359-82, with abstract of the tract.
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commander of the southern scouts. H
possession of the Altamaha in the Kin
Crown of Great Britain,” and if interru
-peans ‘to repel force by force,’s

At Port Royal Barnwell met with furt
The scoutmen, during his absence in E
semblance of discipline: ‘a wild idle peopl
‘and continually Sotting if the
or Money.”* Yet, he added,

Expeditions as these if well and Tenderly managed.” Early lp
July he was ready to sail southward with twenty-six of thes
‘hopeful fellows,” “all drunk as beasts,’ and a white sawyer mih

his Indian slaves. At the ‘passage fort’ Captain Palmeter guf
several other scouts were added. Barnwell, with two small boaas,
followed the inland passage, and on July 13 made rendervoms

..~ with the supply sloop from Beaufort in the embouchure of 1w
© Altamaha. Meanwhile, in that vast expanse of marshland anf
typress swamps, he had selected a site for the post. Severs
fbranches of the estuary were explored before he found a peit-
able bluff on the north bank of the northern branch, five mits
below its exit from the principal stream, and near the town eq-

i cupied by the ITuspaw people in 1715.5 There he made resd

N, i y fort, save for the warehouses of 14

\ ¢ to erect the temporar
}:,z' traders the first English establishment in the land which hecame

Georgia.
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It was well that Barnwell had brought such seasoned frem-

tiersmen as the Port Royal scouts. No timber could be foemd
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‘planked house,’ or gabled blockhouse, twenty-six feet square

* Ibid.

*S.P.G. MSS, B, V, no. 257: Ban
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fhreee were three floors: a magazine floor, a gul?(;go;:da]tnzli
kmt from the ground, with walls pierced for c'a(il i g g
tarsy, and above a ‘jetting f-loor‘ to clear the 31l es], \t th more
vwghe e for small arms. ngl} in the gable a oocclotcl)ld e
f gomemanded a wide view of river and marsh c;m g Suken
: fietd, and of St. Simon’s Island to the east an soutl ca .am-
. h'ml side the blockhouse was defended by an earthen p

pet, five Lo six feet high, with a bastion, z.md surrougd;ng ]y):g;-
wAr anid n moat. Another parapet of fascines frtlmte t::]lelforth:
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fin !'\'ln,:'s officers mocked and reviled. B:lrnwc'1 ":lon

M ght it serviceable only as a temporary shelter, until a s rd ;gi
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e reiths of the Altamaha and the sea-approach.®
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wge {rom the colony posts were quartered at Fort King
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Fingr 4 Lloyd, in C.O. 5:358, A 48. See C.O. Maps, Georgia 3,
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